LIBRARY 

OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


Class 


./' 


\\ 


PORCUPINE'S 

WORK  S; 

CONTAINING    VARIOUS 

WRITINGS     AND     SELECTIONS, 

EXHIBITING  A  FAITHFUL  PICTURE 

OF    THE 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA} 

OF  THEIR 

•  •    GOVERNMENTS,  LAWS,  POLITICS,  AND  RESOURCES  j 

OF    THE     CHARACTERS    OF    THEIR 

PRESIDENTS,  GOVERNORS,  LEGISLATORS,  MAGIS- 

,  TRATES,  AND  MILITARY  MEN; 

n 

AND    OF    THE 

CUSTOMS,   MANNERS,    MORALS,    RELIGION,  VIRTUES    •  ...^ 
AND  VICES 

OF  THE  PEOPLE : 


COMPRISING    ALSO 

A   COMPLETE    SERIES    OF   HISTORICAL   DOCUMENTS 
AND    REMARKS, 

FROM  THE  END  OF  THE  WAR,  IN  1783, 

TO    THE 

ELECTION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT,  IN  MARCH,  1801. 


BY  WILLIAM  COEEETT. 


IN  TWELVE  VOLUMES. 

(A  Volume  to  be  added  annually.) 

X          VOL.   L 

[  UNIVERSITY   I 

V  'of 

N^JjUyfOjj^.:  LONDON:  N0jp 

. 

PRINTED    FOR  COBBETT   AND  MORGAN,   AT  THF.CROW* 
AKD  MITRE,   PALL  MALL. 


MAY, 


Printed  by  S.  (GosNEi  t, 
Little  Queen  Street,  Holborru 


7~~ 

UNIVS 


DEDICATION. 


TO 


JOHN  REEVES, 

FOUNDER   OF  THE  LOYAL  ASSOCIATION  AGAINST 
REPUBLICANS  AND  LEVELLERS. 

DEAR  SIR,  Pall  Mall,  May  29,  1801. 

J.  HIS,  the  anniverfary  of  that  happy  day,  which 
drove  rebellion,  republicanifm,  and  tyranny  from 
England ;  which  reflored  the  King  to  the  throne, 
the  Prelates  to  the  church,  the  Nobles  to  *beir 
titles,  the  People  to  their  liberties,  and  which 
brought  the  Regicides  to  the  gibbet ;  this  aufpicious 
day  I  have  chofen  for  dedicating  to  you  my  humble 
labours  in  that  caufe,  of  which  you  have  long  been 
the  mofl  diflinguifhed  and  moft  fuccefsful  champion. 
I  have  fele&ed  you,  on  this  occafion,  for  many 
reafons,  but  chiefly,  becaufe  you  are  the  known 
enemy  of  republicans  and  levellers,  becaufe  you 

B  2  have 
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have  defended  the  Church  and  the  Throne  againft 
the  encroachments  of  feclaries  and  demagogues, 
and  becaufe  you  have  fuffered  perfecution  for  your 
loyal  efforts.  That  perfecution,  which  ought  never 
to  be  forgotten,  did,  however,  produce  fome  cir- 
cumftanccs  which  I  remember  with  pleafure.  When 
violence  and  cowardice,  malice  and  ingratitude, 
had  combined  to  ruin  your  fortune  and  blaft  your 
fame,  there  was  one  Englifhman,  who,  like  ABDIEL, 
"  faithful  found  among  the  faithlefs,  faithful  only, 
he  among  innumerable  falfe,"  had  the  courage  to 
defend  your  caufe ;  and,  though  his  eloquence  and 
truth  prevailed  not  with  the  boifterous  hoft,  you  had 
the  fatisfaction  to  owe  your  deliverance  to  an  infti- 
tution,  which  fprang  not  from  the  branches,  but  from 
the  trunk  itfelf,  and  the  quiet  good fenfe  of  the  Peofle. 

With  that  refpecft,  which  I  have  ever  entertained 
for  you,  fince  I  firll  heard  your  name  pronounced, 

I  remain, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  mofl  humble 

And  mofl  obedient  fervant, 
WM.  COBBETT. 
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PREFACE. 


I^INCE  the  Grand  Rebellion  there  has  conftantly 
been,  in  this  kingdom,  a  certain  portion  of  the  leven 
of  republicanifm.  Sometimes  it  has  remained,  for 
years  together,  in  a  dormant  ftate  ;  but  whenever  it 
has  found  materials  to  mix  with,  it  has  never  failed 
to  revive,  to  ferment,  and  to  fwell  the  difcontents 
and  the  calamities  of  the  country.  Cf  late  years  it 
has  been  enlivened,  cherifhed, .  and  augmented  by 
various  means,  but  by  nothing  fo  much  as  by  the 
fuccefs  of  the  American  rebellion,  and  by  the  long 
and  uninterrupted  feries  of  mifrcprelentations  and 
falfehoods,  which  have,  through  every  poffible 
channel,  been  prt- oagated  refpecling  the  new  Go 
vernment  and  rule  >•>  of  the  United  States. 

Having  fucceedea  in  feparating  the  Colonies  from 
the  mother-country,  the  leading  Whigs  in  America 
very  naturally  exerted  their  utmofl  efforts  to  perfuade 
the  world  that  their  country  was  benefited  by  that 
fefaration  ;  and  though  this  was,  by  every  one,  who 
was  a  witnefs  of  the  effects  of  the  change,  well 
known  to  be  falfe,  it  neverthelefs  pafTed  uncon- 
tradicled  :  thofe  perfons  in  America  who  were  dif- 
pofed  to  remove  the  deception,  had  it  not  in  their 
power.  The  Whigs  had  the  exclufive  poireffion  of 
the  prefs,  to  make  ufe  of  which,  for  the  purpofe  of 
Ihowing  the  evils  which  had  refulted  from  the  re 
bellion,  would,  till  within  the  Ia(t  feven  years,  have 
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coft  the  life  of  him  who  fhould  have  had  the  temerity 
to  perfevere  in  it;  befides,  the  Icyalifis  who  had, 
by  various  ties,  been  bound  to  the  foil  of  the  States, 
had  feen  themfelves  formally  abandoned  (in  the 
peace  of  Lord  Shelburne)  by  the  only  power  from 
which  they -could  pofftbly  hope  for  protection  ;  and, 
therefore,  in  the  fcrvice  of  that  power,  there  was  no 
reafon  for  them  to  hazard  that  property  and  peace 
which,  in  fecret  and  in  filence,  they  were  permitted 
to  enjoy.  If,  in  fome  few  inflances,  indignation, 
at  the  fhameful  falfehoods  of  the  Whigs,  burit  forth 
in  defiance  of  reafon  and  of  interest,  the  cruel  per- 
fecution,  which  invariably  followed  thefe  indifcrcet 
ebullitions,  foon  ftifled  the  feeble  voice  of  loyalty 
and  truth. 

During  my  refidence  in  the  United  States,  few 
men  had  a  better  opportunity  of  learning  the  real 
and  undifguifed  fentiments  of  the  people,  and  very 
few  ever  turned  fuch  an  opportunity  to  greater  profit ; 
and  I  folemnly  declare,  that  I  never  met  with  a  man, 
in  whatever  rank  or  fituation  of  life,  who  did  not  re 
gret  the  fepa ration  of  the  United  States  from  the 
mother-country.  Many  men  differed  widely  from 
me  in  political  maxims  ;  many  juflified  the  proceed 
ings  of  the  Rump  Congrefs;  many  more  condemned 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  I  have  met  with 
feveral  who  were  loud  in  their  clamours  againfl 
kingly  government,  however  modified  ;  but  I  never 
knew  one  American  who,  in  his  calm  and  candid 
moments,  did  not  acknowledge  that  the  country  was 
much  happier  before  the  rebellion  than  it  ever  had 
been  fince.  All  thofe  who  had  arrived  at  the  age  of 
maturity  previousto  the  fatal  rupture,  ufed  tonnfwer 
my  obfervations  on  the  diftraclcd  flatc  of  their  coun 
try  by  dcfcribing  its  peaceful  and  happy  ftatc  thirty 
years  ago ;  and,  on  fuch  occations,  it  has  happened 
to  me,  not  unfrequently,  to  hear  thofe,  who  had 
carried  arms  againfl  their  King,  fhift  the  fin  from 
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tbeir  oxvn  flioulders  to  thofe  of  the  pretended  patriots 
of  England.  But  this  candour  never  extended  to 
the  preis,  which,  in  fpite  of  the  inward  convicTion 
of  the  people,  was  conilantly  employed  in  boa  (ling 
of  the  happy  effects  of  the  reparation,  and  in  dif- 
guifing  ail  the  numerous  calamities  which  had  ariten 
therefrom  4 

The  reluctance,  which  all  thofe,  who  had  been  ac 
tive  in  the  rebellion,  muft  necetTarily  feel,  to  fee  the 
evils  of  that  rebellion  expofed,  is  quite  fufficient  to 
account  for  the  mifreprefentations  of  the  American 
prefs  ;  and,  if  to  this  reluclance  we  add  the  intereft, 
\vhich  every  man  of  property  had,  in  whatever  tended 
to  invite  newfettlers,  and  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
funds  and  the  land  of  the  rountry,  we  £hall  not  be 
furprifed,  that,  in  fpite  of  party  animofities  and  do- 
rnetfic  broils,  the  fyftem  of  deception  has  been  con- 
dueled  \\iin  a-;  unanimity  and  an  efprit-de- corps, 
that  would  not  difgrace  a  community  of  monks. 

While  the  prefs",  which  is  now  become  the  ruler 
of  the  opinions  of  men,  was,  in  America,  thus  enliil- 
ed  under  the  banners  of  the  republicans  ;  in  Europe 
circarntiances  rendered  it  not  lefs  devoted  to  their  fer- 
vire.  France,  which  on  the  Continent  gave  the 
fafhion  in  feutiment  as  well  as  in  drefs,  was  com 
pelled  to  efpoufe  their  caufe,  in  justification  of  her 
own  conduct  ;  and  though  it  was  exce (lively  ridicu 
lous  to  hear  her  monkeys  chatter  about  giving  liberty 
and  happineis  to  Britiih  Colonies,  the  envious  na 
tions  of  Europe,  who  all,  either  openly  or  fccretly, 
rejoiced  at  the  humiliation  of  England,  liftened  to 
them  not  only  with  patience,  but  with  pleafure  and 
applaufe. 

In  England  alone  exifled  the  means  of  detection 
a  ad  expofure  :  but,  here,  the  reins  of  Government 
had  patTed  into  the  hands  of  the  very  men,  who  had 
juftified  thereliilance,  and  who  had,  in  a  great  mea- 
lure,  become  partiians  of  the  Americans.  They  did, 
VOL.  i.  c  indeed, 
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indeed,  fct  themfelves  ferioufly  to  work  to  repair  tlip 
financial  and  commercial  injuries  which  the  rebellion 
had  brought  on  their  country  ;  but  the  political  inju 
ries  they  were  obliged  to  leave  untouched,  or  to  ac 
knowledge  their  own  errors,  an  effort  of  candour  ne 
ver  to  be  expected  from  a  political  party.  Lord  North 
and  his  adherents  might  have  done  much  ;  but,  as  if 
fate  itfelf  had  declared  in  favour  of  delufion,  they 
formed   a  connexion,    which    for   ever  afterwards 
fealcd  up  their  lips.     There  were,  indeed,  ftill  men 
enough  in  England  who  abhorred  the  American  re 
bellion,  and  who  were  able  and  willing  to  expole 
Its  mifchievons  and  difgraceful  confeqnences.  It  was 
too  late  -,  the  torrent  of  error  was  become  irreiiftible  ; 
the  floodgates  were  burft  open,  and  the  inundation 
^nfued.     From  that  time  rebellion  ceafcd  to  be  a 
crime,  and  loyalty  to  be  a  virtue.  There  is,  in  ninety- 
nine  hundredths  of  mankind,  a  propenfity  to  approve 
of  whatever  is  crowned  with  fuccefs  ;  hence,  many 
of  thofe,  who,  while  the  iflue  of  the  conteft   was 
doubtful,  exprefTed  a  becoming   dcteltation  of  the 
conduct  of  America,   have,  iince  the    clote  of  the 
war,  appeared  amongft  the  forwarded  to  congratu 
late  her  on  the  event,  and  to   eulogize  thofe   who 
were,  and  who  Hill  are,  branded  with  the  name  of 
rebels,  in  the  rcfolutions  of  the  Parliament,  and  the 
proclamations  of  the  King. 

While  this  rare  combination  of  circumflances  con- 
fpired  againft  truth  and  monarchical  government, 
the  Britifh  prefs,  than  which  nothing  ever  was,  or 
ever  can  be,  more  fervile,  kept  an  exact  pace  with  the 
delufion  of  the  nation,  till,  at  lafl,  it  is  become  a 
matter  of  courfe  for  us  to  read  of  the  American  re 
bellion  (which  has  been  foftened  into  revolution)^  not 
only  as  ajuftifiable  but  a  meritorious  act,  which  has 
led  to  the  formation  of  a  Government  the  moft  per 
fect  in  the  world,  conducted  by  men  the  rnofl  virtu 
ous,  and  rendering  the  country  the  mo  ft  profperous, 

and 


PREFACE.  19 

and  the  people  the  moil  happy  in  the  univerfe. 
I  fpeak  not  of  that  part  of  the  prefs  which  is  under 
the  controul  of  fedaries  and  republicans;  from 
them  fuch  fentiments  are  ever  to  be  expected  t  I  al 
lude  to  publications  which  profefs  great  loyalty,  and 
in  which  America  is  faid  to  have  "  fhaken  oil' the 
yoke"  to  have  "  gained  \\zx  freedom"  to  have  ie  fuc- 
cefsfully  re  lifted  unlawful  controul"  to  have  "  eman 
cipated  herfelf,"  and  to  have  "  taken  her  place 
amongfi  the  family  of  independent  nations,  of  which 
flie  is  the  happieft  lifter,  and  to  which  flie  is  a  bright 
example"'  Nay,  a  modern  compiler,  a  Clergyman 
of  the  church  of  England,  and  Fellow  too  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  to  be  plain,  the 
REVEREND  ARTHUR  HOMER,  D.  D.  has,  in  his  Pro  - 
pofals  for  publifhing  a  Bibliotheca  Univerfalis  Ame 
ricana,  thought  proper  toreprefent  GENE  RAJ,  WASH 
INGTON,  the  man  who,  while  he  bore  a  comrniffion 
under  his  and  Dr.  HOMER'S  Sovereign,  was  the 
very  firft  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia  to  fubfcribe  to  a 
fund  for  railing  troops  to  fight  againft  that  Sovereign  ; 
the  man  who  afterwards  commanded  the  rebel  army, 
who,  in  cold  blood,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
war,  executed  the  gallant  ANDRE;  the  man,  in  fhort, 
whofefame  refts  on  his  having  been  the  principal  in- 
liniment  in  cutting  off  an  empire  from  the  crown  of 
Britain  ;  this  is  the  man  whom  the  REVEREND  AR 
THUR  HOMER  has  thought  proper  to  reprefent  as 
*f  the  GREATEST  and  MOST  VIRTUOUS  character  that 
the  New  World lias  ever  produced ';"  and  the  Reverend 
Gentleman  has  the  modefty  to  prefume,  that  in 
this  his  opinion,  te  every  GOOD  MAN  and  every  LOYAL 
SUBJECT  of  this  country  -will  at  prefent  concur"  The 
death  of  u  the  great  eft  and  moft  virtuous  character 
that  the  New  World  has  ever  produced,"  induced  Dr. 
HOMER  to  alter  his  propofals,  in  a  new  edition  of 
which  he  propofes  to  dedicate  his  book  to  the  BI 
SHOP  OF  LANDAFF.  It  would  feem,  that  the  New 
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World  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  produced  a  fecond 
character  quite  worthy  of  the    honour,  though,  in 
bellowing  it  on  my  LORD  of  LANDAFF,  the  Reve 
rend  Gentleman,  apparently  fenfible  that  fome  of 
the  "  woi  thy  compeers"  of  Wafhington  might  think 
themfelves  flighted,  takes  an  opportunity  of  paying 
them  ail  a  very  handfome  compliment.     While  the 
teachers  of  the  nation  openly  promulgate  opinions 
like  thefe,  it  is  both  foolifh  and  unjuft  to  complain 
of  the  progrefs  of  difloyalty.     If  DOCTOR  HOMER 
were  defirous  to  find  a  native  of  the  New   World 
worthy  of  the  "  mark  of  refpect"  which  he  had  to 
beftow,  one  would  have  thought  that  BISHOP  INGLIS, 
COUNT  RUMFORD,  GENERAL  DE  LANCY,  JUDGE 
LUDLOW,  or  fome  other  out  of  the  long  lift  of  brave 
and  learned  men,  who  abandoned  their  property  and 
ventured  their  lives  for  their  King,  might  have  been 
preferred  to  a  man,  who,  however  his  deeds  may 
now  be  varnifhed  over,  will  ever  ftand  as  a  traitor 
on  the  records  of  England. 

The  praiies  of  the  American  Government  form 
a  never-ending  fubjec"l  for  almofl  every  political 
publication  that  iifues  from  the  Britifh  prcfs.  When 
the  daring  rebel  PAINE  infulted  the  nation  with  his 
eulogiums  on  the  governments  of  France  and  Ame 
rica,  and  held  forth  his  triumphant  comparifon  be 
tween  them  and  the  Government  of  England,  as  far 
as  related  to  fh#t  of  France,  he  met  with  contradic 
tion  and  expofurc  ;  but,  as  to  that  of  America, 
which  furnifhed  much  the  mod  dangerous  example, 
his  faliehoods  were  fuffered  to  pafs  as  incontrovert 
ible  fadls :  even  he,  who  was  emphatically  ftyled 
the  father  of  lies,  was  prefumed  to  fpeak  truth,  when 
he  fpoke  in  favour  of  America.  When  his  Rights 
of  Man  appeared  in  th  United  States,  even  the 
Whigs  themfelves  hlufhed  at  his  impudence  ;  yet  did 
the  cowardly  prefs  of  Great  Britain,  influenced 
partly  by  the  fordid  fpirit  of  commerce,  and  partly  by 
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the  republican  principles  of  its  conductors,  filently 
acquiefcein  the  correclnefs  of  his  flatement^. 

To  England,  the  confequences  of  this  fyltem  of 
deception  have  been  fuch  as  might  have  been  ex 
pected.  The  people,  as  far  as  the  nefarious  influ 
ence  of  the  prefs,  and  the  ftill  more  nefarious  influ 
ence  of  the  feftarian  pulpit,  have  reached,  are  firongly 
tinctured  with  republicanifm.  They  have  loft  much 
of  the  refpecl  which  they  formerly  entertained  for 
the  Royal  authority,  and  much  of  the  abhorrence 
which  they  ought  always  to  have  preferved  of  rebel 
lion  againft  it.  And  where  is  the  wonder  ?  When 
the  people  fee  fuch  men  as  the  EARL  of  BUCHAN  and 
the  MARQUIS  of  LANSDOWNE  lend  acrofs  the  At 
lantic  for  the  portrait  of  a  notorious  rebel,  and  ex 
hibit  it  as  the  moft  precious  piece  in  their  cabinets  ; 
when  the  people  hear  a  Reverend  Doctor  of  the 
Church  defcribe  that  rebel  as  the  "  greater!  and  moft 
virtuous  characler  that  the  New  World  has  ever  pro 
duced;"  when  they  hear  SIR  JOHN  SINCLAIR,  with 
audacity  unparalleled,  call  upon  them  not  only  to 
admire  this  rebel,  but  to  contribute  towards  a  fund 
for  the  raifing  of  a  monument  to  his  memory,  even  in 
the  dominions  of  their  Sovereign,  again  (I  whom  he 
had  rebelled  ;  when  they  hear  and  fee  thefe  things, 
who  can  blame  them  for  thinking  lightly  of  rebel!  ion  ? 
Who  can  blame  them  for  rebelling  thernfelves  ? 
And  if  it  be  true,  that  the  moft  perfect  Government, 
admininiftered  by  men  the  moft  wife  and  moft  vir 
tuous,  and  producing  the  greateft  poffible  degree  of 
profperity  and  happinefs,  has  refulted  from  a  rebel 
lion,  and  a  rebellion  too  againft  GEORGE  THF.  THIRD, 
what  is  the  natural,  the  obvious,  the  inevitable  con- 
clufion  ? 

This  queftion  I  put  to  a  gentleman  in  England, 
to  whom  I  wrote  in  the  year  i  798.  I  pointed  out  to 
him  the  neceflity,  not  only  of  contradicting  the  capti 
vating  falfehoods,  which  were  propagated  with  re- 
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fpcct  to  America,  but  of  appealing  to  the  experience 
of  that  country  for  evidences  againfl  republican  go 
vernment,  afferting,  what  I  now  repeat  upon  more 
perfect  conviction,  that  the  difafFeclion  in  the  Britifh 
dominions,  particularly  in  Ireland,  was  chiefly  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  deception  with  refpect  to  America, 
and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  hope  for  a  radical  cure, 
till  that  deception  was  removed.  I  added,  that  I  was 
aware  of  the  arduoufnefs  of  the  undertaking  ;  but 
that,  if  it  pleafed  God  to  fpare  my  life,  1  was  re- 
folved  to  attempt  it. 

This  refolution  I  have  now  fulfilled.  During  a 
reildence  in  the  United  States  of  eight  years,  I  wrote 
much  upon  the  palling  events,  and  diligently  collect 
ed  whatever  appeared  to  me  calculated  to  exhibit  the 
country,  the  government,  and  the  people,  in  their 
true  colours.  Thefe  writings  and  felections  I  now 
fubmit  to  the  world. 

The  arrangement  which  I  have  adopted,  appeared 
to  be  the  only  one  of  which  the  materials  would  ad 
mit.  I  have  begun  with  the  pamphlets,  and  placed 
them  according  to  their  dates,  down  to  the  time 
when  Porcupine's  Gazette  began.  But  as  thefe 
pamphlets,  in  general,  are  confined  each  to  a  lingle 
fubjecl,  the  work,  fo  far,  would  have  given  but  a 
very  imperfedt  idea  of  the  politics  of  the  whole  time 
during  which  it  was  written.  To  fupply  this  defect, 
I  have  inferted  between  each  pamphlet,  fuch  matter 
as  forms  an  hiflorical  fketch  of  the  intermediate  fpace, 
making  the  conclulion  of  each  Iketch  a  fort  of  intro 
duction  to  the  fucceeding  pamphlet.  Thefe  additions 
not  only  render  the  chain  of  events  entire,  but  alfo 
ferve  as  a  key  to  the  pamphlets  themfelves,  many 
parts  of  which,  without  fome  fuch  aid,  muft  appear 
unintelligible  to  thole  who  are  not  thoroughly  ac 
quainted  with  all  the  characters  introduced,  and 
who  have  not  a  perfect  recollection  of  all  the  circum- 
itances  amidft  which  each  pamphlet  was  firft  brought 
2  forward 
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forward  to  the  public.  When  I  arrive  at  the  epoch 
at  which  the  Gazette  commenced,  I  begin  to  make 
feleclions  therefrom  ;  rectifying,  as  1  proceed,  the 
errors  which  were  committed  through  hafte  or  want 
of  correct  information. 

In  general  I  have  followed  the  chronological  or 
der  ;  biit  fuch  articles  as  I  found  divided,  I  have 
brought  under  one  head  ;  and  whatever  I  thought 
necelfary  to  preferve  of  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs, 
I  have  placed  together  under  the  date  of  the  clofe  of 
each  feffion  refpectively. 

In  order  to  render  the  work  as  complete  and  fatif- 
faclory  as  poflible,  I  have  prefixed  to  the  firft  volume 
a  Summary  View  of  the  Politics  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  end  of  the  American  war,  to  the  time  when 
I  began  to  write.  This  retrofped  will  enable  the 
reader  to  trace  back  to  their  efficient  caufes,  that  ab- 
furd  and  unnatural  partiality  for  France>  that  en,thu- 
Jiafm  in  her  unjufl  and  impious  caufe,  and  all  thofe 
novel,  wild,  and  dangerous  notions,  to  eradicate 
which,  I  fo  long,  and,  notwith (landing  appearances, 
fo  fuccefsfully  laboured.  To  the  clofe  of  the  work 
alfo,  I  have  made  confiderable  additions.  My  laft 
American  publication  came  down  no  later  than  April, 
1800  ;  but  I  have  now  added  feleclions  and  remarks 
to  complete  the  feries  up  to  March,  1 80 1 . 

So  large  and  fo  mifcellaneous  a  work  certainly  re 
quires  all  the  aid  that  mere  editorfhip  can  afford. 
Each  volume  bears  the  date  of  the  month  and  the 
year  in  the  running  title  at  the  top  of  the  page.  Be- 
fides  this,  every  volume  has  a  table  of  its  contents  ; 
the  firlt  volume  contains  a  general  table,  and  the 
laft  volume  a  general  and  copious  Index. 

After  all,  hdwever,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  I 
prefent  to  the  world  neither  a  hiftory,  nor  a  maga 
zine,  nor  a  journal;  but  fomething  partaking  of  the 
nature  of  them  all ;  a  mafs  of  matter,  left  to  be  fe- 
farated  and  digefled  in  the  mind  of  the  reader.  It 
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will,  indeed,  require  a  reafonable  flock  of  patience 
to  go  through  the  twelve  volumes ;  but  if  any  one 
fhould  happen  to  have  pcrfeverance  enough  to  iuc-^ 
ceed  in  the  undertaking,  I  venture  toaffert,  that  he 
will  derive  therefrom  more  information  refpecling 
the  cuftorns,  the  manners,  the  morals,  the  religion, 
and  the  politics  of  America,  than  from  all  the  hif- 
tories  and  travels  that  have  ever  yet  been  published. 
There  is  no  branch  of  republican  government,  whe 
ther  Icgiflative  or  executive,  civil  or  military  ;  no  right 
or  privilege  of  the  poor  fovereign  people  ;  no  bauble 
with  which  he  is  amufed,  no  democratic  trick  by  which 
he  is  deceived  ;  in  fhort.  there  are  none  of  thofe  means 
by  which  liberty  contrives  to  rob  a  people  of  their  free 
dom,  which  are  not  fully  explained  arid  expofed  in 
the  fadls  that  I  have  recorded  I  have  given  a  deli 
neation,  or  rather  have  furnithed  the  materials  where 
with  the  reader  will  be  able  to  delineate,  upwards  of 
one  thoufand  public  characters,  and  not  a  fmall 
number  of  private  ones,  In  recording  thefe  facts, 
I  have  not,  indeed,  been  under  the  mollifying  influ 
ence  of  modern  candour ;  but  I  have,  in  no  one  in- 
ftance,  knowingly  and  ferioufly,  given  falfehood  for 
truth  ;  and,  though  the  reader  will  fometimes  find 
xne  feverCj  frequently  very  rough,  and  more  frequently 
very  dull,  he  will  never  find  me  irreligious,  factious, 
Or  fervile. 

The  republicans,  and  the  blind  and  obflinate  ad 
vocates  for  American  liberty,  will  fay  that  I  am  par 
tial  and  vindictive;  but,  I  proteft  with  the  iblemnity 
and  finc(  rity  due  to  an  oath,  that  I  have  not  fet  down 
*•'  aught  in  malice ;"  and  that  I  harbournot  the  leaft 
refentment  towards  America  or  her  inhabitants  in  ge 
neral.  I  wifh  them  all  poffible  profperity  andhappi- 
nefs  ;  but  I  alfo  wifh  to  convince  the  world,  that  their 
profperity  and  happinefs  have  not  been  augmentedby 
a  rebellion,  though  a  fuccefsful  one,  again fl  the  mild- 
eft,  the  mo  ft  juft,  and  moil  virtuous  of  Sovereigns. 
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If  I  have  given  the  name  of 'rebellion  to  that  which 
others  have  called  a  revolution,  it  has  neither  beei 
from  a  dcfire  to  lee  thofe  concerned  in  it  fuffer  for  the 
offence,  no?- to  keep  alive  any  degree  of  hatred  againft 
them  on  account  thereof;  it  has  been  dictated  by  a 
lenfe  of  propriety  and  of  juflice  :  and  I  am  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  till  the  people  of  America  themfelves 
are  brought  to  look  upon  their  revolt  as  a  rebellion, 
their  own  Government  will  never  acquire  {lability.  I 
have,  indeed,  been  mod  unjufily  and  ungratefully 
treated  by  fome  perfons  in  the  United  States  ;  but 
the  kindnefs  and  generality  which  I  have  received 
from  others,  have  entirely  effaced  this  injuftice  and 
ingratitude  from  my  mind.  I  have  fpent  my  beft  days 
in  America  ;  I  have  contracted  friendfhips  there,  which 
never  can  ceafe  but  with  my  life  ;  and  were  I  com 
pelled  to  make  a  choice  between  my  friends  in  Eng 
land,  and  my  friends  in  America,  I  have  no  hefita- 
tion  in  faying,  that,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  I 
fhould  prefer  the  latter.  But  private  feelings  ought 
to  have  no  influence  over  a  man's  public  conduct  : 
I  am  called  upon,  on  this  occalion,  to  fpeak  the 
truth,  or  to  hold  my  tongue.  In  fpeaking  of  the 
characters  and  conduct  of  the  Whigs,  I  muft  al 
ways  be  understood  as  making  numerous  exceptions. 
The  fame  caution  will  apply  to  my  defcription  of 
every  clafs  of  perfons  ;  and  I  wifh  to  imprefs  Wrong 
ly  on  the  mind  of  the  reader,  that  from  my  account 
of  individuals  or  bodies  of  men,  he  muft  never  draw 
a  conclufion  unfavourable  to  the  people  at  large, 
who,  though  they  have  fome  faults  peculiar  to  them 
felves,  have  alfo  forne  virtues  pofTefTed,  to  the  fame 
extent,  by  no  other  nation ;  in  fhort,  I  wifh  unequi 
vocally  to  declare,  what  I  have  frequently  declared 
before,  that,  with  the  exception  of  thofe  vices  which 
are  the  immediate  effect  of  their  Government,  the 
Americans  yield,  in  no  refpect  whatever,  to  any  peo 
ple  in  the  world. 

With 
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With  equal  folemnity  I  declare,  as  to  myfelf,  that 
I  have  never  adled,  in  any  inftance,  under  the  influ 
ence,  direcl  or  indirect,  of  his  Majefty's  Miniflers; 
that  I  never  have  received  at  their  ha  neb,  or  at  the 
hands  of  any  other  perfon  whatever,  any  reward  for 
any  thing  I  have  ever  written.  I  hope,  indeed,  that 
both  the  late  and  the  prefent  Miniftry  have  approved 
ofmyhumhle  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  our  King  and 
country,  which  is  alfo  the  cauie  of  every  good  man  in 
every  country  in  the  world  ;  but  I  am  very  far  from 
wifhing  for  any  pecuniary  mark  of  their  approbation^ 
which,  were  they  to  offer  it,  I  would  not  receive. 

Pall  Mall,  W.  COBBETT, 

29^  May>  1801, 
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±  HE  Congrefs,  which  began,  and  concluded  to 
its  clofe,  that  rebellion  which  fevered  the  thirteen 
flourifhing  and  favoured  colonies  of  America  from 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  was  compofed  of 
men,  who,  in  point  of  craftinefs,  furpafled  the 
Roundheads  of  England,  and  in  point  of  enter- 
prife  and  perfeverance  very  far  outflripped  the  Ja 
cobins  of  France  *.  If  ever  hiftory,  freed  from  the 

ihackles 


*  I  here  give  a  lift  of  the  members  who  compofed  the  Congrefs* 
at  the  time  when  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  iflued,  and 
who  ligned  that  declaration,  which  was  drawn  up  by  Jefferfon. 
John  Hancock,  Prelident. 
r  Jofiah  Bartlett, 

NwHampJbire.  1  'William  Whipple, 

LMatthew  Thornton. 

(Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams, 

MaJJackufetts  Bay.  *\  Robert  Treat  Paine, 

vElbridge  Gerry. 
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fhackles  which  they  and  their  Englifh  abettors  have 
impofed  on  her,  fhould  record  their  conduct  in 
the  language  of  truth,  flie  will  tell  the  felfiih  mo- 

tivt's 


Rhode  I/land. 
Connecticut* 

New-Tort. 

Newjerfey. 


I 


Pennfylvania, 

Delaware* 
Maryland. 


Carolina. 


{Stephen  Hopkins, 
William  Ellery. 
f  Roger  Sherman, 
J  Samuel  Huntington, 
]  William  Williams, 
t  Oliver  Wolcott. 

{William  Floyd, 
Philip  Livingfton, 
Francis  Lewis, 
Lewis  Morris. 
{Richard  Stockton, 
John  Witherfpoon, 
Francis  Hopkinfon, 
John  Hart, 
Abraham  Clark, 
f  Robert  Morris, 
|  Benjamin  Rulh, 
I  Benjamin  Franklin, 
]  John  Morton, 
\  George  Clymer, 
James  Smith, 
George  Taylor, 
James  Wilfon, 
George  Rois. 
"  Caefar  Rodney, 
George  Read. 
"Samuel  Chafe, 
William  Paca, 
Thomas  Stone, 

Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton, 
"George  Wythe, 
Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Thomas  JefFerfon, 
Benjamin  Harrifon, 
Thomas  Nelfon,  jun. 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee, 
Carter  Braxton. 
/'•William  Hooper, 
J  Jofeph  Hewes, 
j  John  Penn — no  relation  to  tke 
V,        Penm  of  Pennfylvania. 
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lives  by  which  they  were  Simulated  to  feduce  a  loyal 
people  from  their  allegiance  to  the  moftjuft  and  mofl 
merciful  of  Kings  ;  fhe  will  detect  the  fallacy  of 
their  pretenfions  ;  fhe  will  expofe  their  clofe-veiled 
hypocrify  and  ambition  ;  and  their  meafures  of  hof- 
tiltty  and  perfecution  fhe  will  write  in  letters  of 
blood.  But  this,  perhaps,  is  hardly  to  be  hoped  for, 
till  time  has  worn  away  not  only  the  principal  actors, 
on  both  lides  of  the  ocean,  but  the  principles  alfo 
which  they  broached  and  maintained  in  defence  of 
their  conduct.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  it  is 
neceflary  to  Ihow  the  confequences  that  have  refult- 
ed  to  the  Americans,  from  the  final  triumph  of  thofe 
who  taught  them  to  raife  their  arms  againfl  the  au 
thority  of  that  Sovereign  whom  God  had  placed  over 
them,  and  commanded  them  to  obey. 

A  correct  opinion  of  thefe  confequences  will  be 
eafily  formed  from  a  perufal  of  the  facts,  which  are 
ib  thickly  fown  through  the  following  volumes  ;  but 
to  render  the  feries  complete,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
take  a  view  of  the  moft  prominent  political  occur 
rences  in  the  United  States,  from  the  cloie  of  the 
rebellion  to  the  year  1794. 

The  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  by  which  his  Bri 
tannic  Majefty  granted  independence  to  the  Thirteen 
United  States,  was  figned  in  1/83,  and  was  cele 
brated  with  every  demonstration  of  joy,  in  the  month 

THOMAS  M*KEAN,  who  was  one  of  the  delegates  of  Delaware, 
has  fince  publicly  declared,  that  he  was  alfent  when  this  paper  was 
figned,  but  that  he  gave  it  his  hearty  approbation,  and  therefore 
claimed  equal  honour  with  thole  who  were  ib  happy  as  to  be  prefent. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  who  was  one  of  the  delegates  from 
Virginia,  was  with  the  army.  It  would  be  very  unjuft,  however, 
to  withhold  his  (hare  of  the  honour.  Thofe  of  his  admirers  in  Eng 
land,  who  are  too  mocleft,  or  too  timid,  openly  to  applaud  rebellion, 
affect  to  believe  that  Wafhington  was  inveigled  into  the  meafure  of 
Independence,  of  which  hefecretly  difapprovcd.  All  his  American 
friends  reprefent  this  as  an  atrocious  calumny  ! 

D  3  of 
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of  November,  in  that  year.  But  it  was  foon  per 
ceived  that  this  event,  fo  long  looked  forward  to  by 
the  people,  was  far  from  realizing  their  wifhes  and 
expectations.  They  had  gained  independence,  but 
they  had  lofl  their  Government,  with  its  chief  bleff- 
ings,  domeftic  quiet,  fecurity,  and  freedom.  A  re 
bellion,  which  they  had  begun  with  the  cry  of 
"  Liberty  and  Property"  had  ended  with  depriving 
them  of  both. 

The  Congrefs,  as  it  then   Hood,  was  a  machine 
admirably  contrived  for  the  dc (troy ing  of  fubordi na 
tion,  and  the  pillaging  of  property,  but  totally  ina 
dequate  to  the  talk  of  rc-eilablifhing  the  former,  or 
fecuring  the  latter.     During  the  war  it  rolled  on,  not 
only  uninterrupted  by  obtlacles,  but  aided  by  the 
common  danger  of  its  partita  ns,  and  by  the  nume 
rous  local    "  Committees  of   Safety,'*  which  were 
formed  all  over  the  country,  and  which  moil  zeal- 
ouily  ferved  it,  in  the  double  capacity  of  pioneers 
and  executioners.     The   war  once  ended,  and  the 
object   of  that   war  obtained  ;    the  danger  having 
ceafed,  and  the  Committees  of  Safety  having   been 
diflblved,  the  Congrefs  became  an  inefficient  body  ; 
and  each  State  having  carefully  retained  its  inde 
pendent  fovereignty,  looked  to  its  particular  regula 
tions,  and  its  feparate  interefts,  which  we  often,  not 
to  fay  always,  oppoied  to  the  regulations  and  the  in- 
terefts  of  all  the  other  States. 

A  proof  of  this  total  inefficiency  of  the  old  Con 
grefs 'was' furnifhed  in  the  conduct:  of  the  feveral 
States  with  refpecl  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  delegated  authority  of  the  Congrefs  ex 
tended  over  the  State  Governments  no  farther  than 
to  the  iffuing  of  "  recwimendhtiotis  in  the  form  of 
laws."  Accordingly  the  treaty  ftipulated  thus  : 

"  Art.  4.  It  is  agreed  that  the  creditors  on  either 
*c  fide  lhall  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the 

"  recovery 
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Cf  recovery  of  the  full  value,  in  fierling  money,  of 
fe  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted. 

"  Art.  5.  It  is  agreed  that  Congrefs  fhall  earneftly 
fe  recommend  it  to  the  Legiflatures  of  the  refpeclive 
(e  States,  to  provide  for  the  reftitution  of  all  eftates, 
*'  rights,  and  properties,  which  have  been  confifcated, 
"  belonging   to   real    Britifh  fubjects — and   alfo  of 
<(  the  eftates,  rights,  and  properties  of  perfons  refi- 
"  dent  in  diflricts  in  the  pofieflion  of  his  Majefty's 
(e  arms,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms  agairifl  the 
"  United  States  ;  and  that  perfons  of  any  other  de- 
(f  fcription  fhall  have  free  liberty  to  go  to  any  part  or 
"  parts  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  and  therein 
ct  to  remain  twelve  months  unmolefted  in  their  en- 
fe  deavours  to  obtain  the  reftitution  of  fuch  of  their 
"  eftates,  rights,  and  properties,  as  may  have  been 
<c  confifcated  ;  and  that  Congrefs  ihall  earneftly  re- 
"  commend  to  the  feveral  States  a  reconfideration  and 
if  revifion  of  all  acts  or  laws  regarding  the  premifes, 
<c  fo  as  to  render  the  faid  laws  or  acts  perfectly  con- 
"  fiftent,  not  only  with  juftice  and  equity,  but  with 
fi  that  fpirit  of  conciliation,  which  on  the  return  of 
ts  the  bleffings  of  peace  fhould  univerfally  prevail : 
"  and  that  Congrefs  fhould  earneftly  recommend  to 
"  the  feveral  States,   that  the  eftates,  rights,  and 
"  properties  to  fuch  laft-mentioned  perfons  fhall  be 
cc  reftored  to  them,  they  refunding  to  any  perfons 
"  who  may   be  now  in  pofleflion,  the   bona   fide 
"  price  (where  any  has  been  given)  which  fuch  per- 
"  fons  may  have  paid  on  purchafing  any  of  the  faid 
cc  lands,    rights,   or  properties,  fince   the  confifca- 
«  tion. 

"  And  it  is  agreed  that  all  perfons  who  have  any 
"  interefl  in  confifcated  lands,  either  by  debts,  mar- 
"  riage  fettlements,  or  otherwife,  fhall  meet  with  no 
cc  lawful  impediment  in  the  profecutipn  of  their  jufl 
"  rights. 

D  4  «  Art, 
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"  Art.  6.  That  there  fhall  be  no  future  eoafifca- 
"  tions  made,  nor  any  profccutions  commenced 
"  againft  any  perfon  or  perfons  for  or  by  reafon  of 
<c  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have  taken  in  the 
"  prefent  war ;  and  that  no  perfon  fhall  on  that  ac- 
"  count  fufFer  any  future  lofs  or  damage,  either  in 
"  his  perfon,  liberty,  or  property;  and  that  thofe 
"  who  may  be  in  confinement  on  fuch  charges,  at 
"  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  Ame- 
"  rica,  fhall  be  immediately  fet  at  liberty,  and  the 
<c  profecutions  fo  commenced  bedifcontinued." 

On  the  part  of  the  Britifh  Government,  the  ftipu- 
lation  of  the  fourth  article  was  extremely  unwile. 
That  Government  mull  have  known  nothing  at  all 
of  the  powers  of  the  Congrefs,  or  of  the  difpofition 
of  the  State  Governments,  if  it  did  not  anticipate 
the  manifold  evils  that  have  refulted  from  this  ftipu- 
lation.  But  how  could  the  Britifh  Government 
imagine  that  the  Congrefs  had  authority  to  engage 
pofitwely  in  one  article,  and  only  conditionally  in  ano 
ther  ?  Several  of  the  States  had  interpofed  "  law 
ful  impediments"  to  the  recovery  of  debts  contracted 
before  the  war,  with  the  loyal  fubjects  of  his  Ma- 
jefty.  This  was  well  known,  and  it  ought  alfo  to 
have  been  known,  that  the  Congrefs  had  no  power 
to  remove  thofe  impediments,  any  more  than  it  had 
to  remove  the  impediments  to  the  recovery  of  real 
property.  The  truth  is,  that  this  ftipulation  wad 
occafioned  by  the  jutr  remonftrances  of  the  Britifli 
merchants,  whofe  iniquitous  debtors  had,  under  the 
fanciion  of  the  no  lefs  iniquitous  State  laws,  with 
held  payment,  and  who  had  extorted  from  LORD 
SHELBURNE  a  promise,  that  this  payment  fliould  be. 
positively  provided  for  by  the  treaty.  But  one  might 
have  expected  to  find,  in  a  Statefman,  in  a  Prime 
Minifler  of  Great  Britain,  fagacity  enough  to  per 
ceive,  that  the  fulfilment  of  fuch  a  promife  was  to 
Jay  the  foundation  for  encllefs  difputcs  and  animofity. 

This 
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This  one  ftipiilation  has  done  more  injury  to  the  po 
litical  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  with  regard  to  Ame 
rica,  than  all  the  other  caufes  of  mifundertfanding 
put  together.  It  was,  and  yet  is  (in  1801),  the  ap 
ple  of  difcord  between  the  two  countries,  and  fiich 
it  will  remain  till  fome  miniflcr  fhall  have  the  good 
fenfe  and  refolution  to  put  an  end  to  its  effecls  by  a 
clear,  fair,  and  final  iettlement.  The  Britifh  credi 
tors  Ihould  be  paid  ;  but,  for  the  fake  of  two  millions 
ilerling,  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  Ame 
rica  fhould  not  be  kept  in  a  itate  of  continual  difa- 
greeincnt  and  hatred  *. 

The  Congrefs  iffued  its  recommendations,  which 
were  obferved,  or  not  obfcrved,  juil  as  the  refpec- 
tive  States  found  their  intereit  in  the  obfcrvance,  or 
in  the  non-obfervance.  In  the  State  of  New-York, 
for  inftance,  it  was  not  without  great  difficulty 
that  the  Legiflaturc  was  prevented  from  letting  afide 
every  ftipulation  in  favour  of  Great  Britain.  Acts 


*  It  is  notorious,  that  one  of  the  principal  objetfs  of  the  infiiga- 
tors  of,  and  leading  actors  in,  the  rebellion,  was  to  wipe  off  the  debts 
which  they  owed  to  the  mother-country.  How  foolifh  was  it,  then,  to 
iuppofe  that  they  would  pay  thofe  debts,  after  they  had  fucceeded 
in  that  rebellion  !  The  treaty,  like  moft  of  our  other  treaties,  ex 
hibits  a  ftrange  mixture  of  meannefs  and  prodigality  :  with  one 
hand  we  extort  a  promifTory  note  for  a  couple  of  millions,  and 
with  the  other  we  throw  away  thirteen  populous  and  flourishing 
Colonies.  In  the  treaty  of  1794,  inltead  of  recovering  this  falfe 
ftcp,  we  have  gone  a  flep  further  in  folly.  Still  hankering  after 
the  two  paltry  millions,  we  have  revived  the  old  fcore,  and,  along 
with  it,  all  the  animofity  of  the  rebel  war  ;  we  have  made  thole  our 
decided  enemies,  who  would  have  been  neutral,  at  lead,  with  re- 
i'pecl:  to  us  ;  we  have  foftered  every  prejudice  againft  England,  and 
every  difpoiliion  favourable  to  France.  When  the  treaty  of  1794 
arrived  in  America,  men  of  fenfe  lifted  their  hands  and  eyes  at  our 
folly.  A  member  of  Congrefs,  fpeaking  to  me  or  the  6th  article, 
faid",  that,  if  Robcfpierre  had  had  todiclate,  he  could  noi  have  dic 
tated  any  thing  better  calculated  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  France.  See 
in  vol.  xii.  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Boaid  of  Commif- 
iioneis. 

were 
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\vere  propofccl  to  be  parTed  for  bamjhing  one  part,  and 
disfrancliifing  another  part  of  thofe  perfons  for  vvhofe 
tranquillity  and  liberty  Great  Britain  had  made  fuch 
immenfe  facrifices.  An  extract  from  a  pamphlet  of 
MR.  HAMILTON,  who  wrote  under  the  name  of 
PHOCION,  and  who  made  a  noble  fland  agamft  the 
unjufl",  cruel,  and  cowardly  meafures  of  the  Whigs5 
xv ill  onve  the  reader  fome  idea  of  the  conducrt  and 

O 

the  intentions  of  thole  implacable  perfecutors  of  loy 
alty. 

"If  there  had  been  no  treaty  in  the  way,  the  Le- 
giflature  might,  by  name,  have  attainted  particular 
perfons  of  high  treafon  for  crimes  committed  during 
the  war  ;  but  independent  of  the  treaty  it  could  not, 
and  cannot  without  tyranny,  disfranchife  or  punifh, 
whole  clafTes  of  citizens  by  general  defcriptions, 
without  trial  and  conviction  of  offences  known  by 
laws  previoufly  eftablifhed,  declaring  the  offence, 
and  prefcribing  the  penalty. 

u  Let  the  people  beware  of  bad  counfellors. — • 
However  a  few  deiigning  men  may  rife  in  confe* 
quence,  and  advance  their  private  intereits  by  fuch 
expedients,  the  people  at  large  are  fure  to  be  the 
lofers  in  the  event,  whenever  they  fuffer  a  departure 
from  the  rules  of  general  and  equal  juftice,  or  from 
the  true  principles  of  univerfai  liberty. 

"  Thefe  men  not  only  overleap  the  barriers  of  the 
Conftitution  without  remorfe,  but  they  advife  us  to 
become  the  fcorn  of  nations,  by  violating  the  folemn 
engagements  of  the  United  States.  They  endeavour 
to  mould  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  into  fuch 
form  as  pleafes  them,  and  to  make  it  mean  any  thing 
or  nothing,  as  fcits  their  views. — They  tell  us,  that 
all  the  ilipulations  with  refpect  to  the  Tories  are 
merely  that  Congrefswill  recommend,  and  the  States 
may  comply,  or  not,  as  they  pleafe. 

"  But  let  any  man  of  fenfeand  candour  read  the 
treaty,  and  it  will  fpeak  for  itfelf.  The  fifth  article 

is 
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is  indeed  recommendatory  ;  but  the  lixth  is  as  poii- 
tive  as  words  can  make  it :  "  There  Jliall  be  no  future 
**  confifcations  made,  nor  profecutions  commenced 
*f  againft  any  perfon  or  perfons,  for  or  by  reafon  of 
"  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have  taken  in  the 
"  prefent  war,  and  no  perfon  fhall  on  that  account 
cc  fufFer  any  future  lofs  or  damage,  either  in  his  per- 
*?  fon,  liberty,  or  property." 

"  As  to  the  restoration  of  confifcated  property, 
which  is  thefubjedt  of  the  fifth  article,  the  States  may 
reft  ore,- or  not,  as  they  think  proper,  becanfe  Congrefo 
engage  only  to  recommend  ;  but  there  is  not  a  word 
about  recommendation  in  the  lixth  article. 

"  The  found  and  ingenuous  conduction  of  the 
two  articles  taken  collectively,  is  this  :  that  where  the 
property  of  any  perfons,  other  than  thofe  who  have 
been  in  arms  againft  the  United  States,  had  been  ac 
tually  confifcated,  and  themfelves  profcribed,  there 
Congrefs  are  to  recommend  a  reftoration  of  eftates, 
rights,  and  properties  ;  and  with  refpecl  to  thofe  who 
had  been  in  arms,  they  are  to  recommend  permif- 
iion  for  them  to  remain  a  twelvemonth  in  the  coun 
try,  to  folicit  a  like  reiteration  :  but  with  refpecSt  to 
all  thofe  who  were  not  in  this  lituation,  and  who  had 
not  already  been  the  objects  of  confifcation  and  ba- 
mfhment,  they  were  to  be  abfolutely  fecured  from 
all  future  injury  to  perfon,  liberty,  or  property. 

"  To  fay  that  this  exemption  from  politive  injury, 
does  not  imply  a  right  to  live  among  us  as  citizens, 
is  a  pitiful  fophiftry  :  it  is  to  fay  that  the  banifhment 
of  a  perfon  from  his  country,  connexions,  and  re- 
fources  (one  of  the  greateft  punifhments  that  can  be 
fall  a  man),  is  no  punifhment  at  all. 

"  The  meaning  of  the  word  liberty  has  been  con- 
tefted.  Its  true  fenfe  muft  be  the  enjoyment  of  the 
common  privileges  of  fubjects  under  the  fame  Go 
vernment.  There  is  no  middle  line  of  juft  conil ruc 
tion  between  this  fenfe  and  a  mere  exemption  from 

I  perfonal 
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perfonal  imprifonment !  If  the  lafl  were  adopted, 
the  ftipulation  would  become  nugatory ;  and,  by  de 
priving  thofe  who  are  the  fubjedts  of  it  of  the  protec 
tion  of  Government,  it  would  amount  to  a  virtual 
confifcation  and  banifhment ;  for  they  could  not  have 
the  benefit  of  the  laws  againft  thofe  who  fhould  be 
aggrefibrs. 

"  Should  it  be  faid  that  they  may  receive  protection 
without  being  admitted  to  a  full  enjoyment  of  the 
privileges  of  citizens  ;  this  muft  be  either  a  matter  of 
right  under  the  treaty,  or  matter  of  grace  in  the  Go 
vernment.  If  the  latter,  the  Government  may  re- 
fufe  it,  and  then  the  objection  prefents  itfelf,  that 
the  treaty  would  by  this  conftruclion  be  virtually  de 
feated  ;  if  matter  of  right,  then  it  follows  that  more 
is  intended  by  the  word  liberty,  than  a  mere  exemp 
tion  from  imprifonment,  and  where  fhall  the  line  be 
drawn — not  a  capricious  and  arbitrary  line,  but  one 
warranted  by  rational  and  legal  conftru6lion  ? 

"  There  is  a  very  limple  and  conclufive  point  of 
view  in  which  this  fubjecl  may  be  placed.  No  citi 
zen  can  be  deprived  of  any  right  which  the  citizens 
in  general  are  entitled  to,  unlefs  forfeited  by  fome  of 
fence.  It  has  been  leen  that  the  regular  and  confti- 
tutional  mode  of  afcertalning  whether  this  forfeiture 
has  been  incurred,  is  by  legal  procefs,  trial,  and  con 
viction.  This  ex  *vi  termini  fuppofes  profecution. 
Now,  coniiftent  with  the  treaty,  there  can  be  no 
future  profecution  for  any  thing  done  on  account  of 
the  war.  Can  we  then  do  by  act  of  Legiflature, 
what  the  treaty  difablcs  us  from  doing  by  due  courfe 
of  law  ?  This  would  be  to  imitate  the  Roman  Ge 
neral,  who  having  promifed  Antiochus  to  reftore  half 
his  veflels,  caufed  them  to  be  fawed  in  two  before 
their  delivery  ;  or  the  Plataea?,  who  having  promifed 
the  Thebans  to  reftore  their  prilbncrs,  had  them 
firft  put  to  death,  and  returned  them  dead. 

"  Such 
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£C  Such  fraudulent  fubterfuges  are  juftly  con- 
£dered  more  odious  than  an  open  and  avowed  vio 
lation  of  treaty. 

"  The  uti  poJJidet'iS)  each  party  to  hold  what  it  pof- 
feffes,  is  the  point  from  which  nations  fet  out  in 
framing  a  treaty  of  peace  ;  if  one  fide  gives  up  a  part 
of  its  acquisitions,  the  other  fide  renders  an  equiva 
lent  in  fome  other  way.  What  is  the  equivalent 
given  to  Great  Britain  for  all  the  important  concef- 
iions  fhe  has  made  ?  She  has  given  up  the  capital  of 
this  State,  and  its  large  dependencies.  She  is  to  fur- 
render  our  immenfely  valuable  pofts  on  the  frontier, 
and  to  yield  to  us  a  vaft  tract  of  weftern  territory, 
with  one  half  of  the  lakes,  by  which  we  fhall  com 
mand  almoft  the  whole  fur  trade  ;  fhe  renounces  to 
us  her  claim  to  the  navigation  of  the  Miffillippi,  and 
admits  us  a  fhare  in  the  fisheries,  even  on  better 
terms  than  we  formerly  enjoyed  it.  As  fhe  was  in 
poffeffion  by  right  of  war  of  all  thefe  objects,  what 
ever  may  have  been  our  original  preteniions  to  them, 
they  are  by  the  laws  of  nations  to  be  confidered  as  fo 
much  given  up  on  her' part ;  and  what  do  we  give  in 
return  ?  We  flipulate  that  there  fhall  be  no  future 
injury  to  her  adherents  among  us.  How  infignificant 
the  equivalent  in  comparifon  with  the  acquifition  *  /  A 
man  of  fenfe  would  be  afhamed  to  compare  them  : 
a  man  of  honefly,  not  intoxicated  with  paffion, 
would  blufh  to  lifp  a  queftion  of  the  obligation  to 
obferve  the  ftipulation  on  our  part. 

"  Suppofe  Great  Britain  fbould  be  induced  to  re- 
fufe  a  further  compliance  with  the  treaty,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  breach  of  it  on  our  part,  what  iituation 
fhould  we  be  in  ?  Can  we  renew  the  war  to  compel 
a  compliance  ?  We  know,  and  all  the  world  knows,  it 

*  The  Englifli  reader  fhould  pay  great  attention  to  paflages  like 
this. 

If 
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is  out  of  our  power.  Will  thofe  who  have  heretofore 
affifted  us,  take  our  part?  .Their  affairs  require 
peace  as  well  as  ours,  and  they  will  not  think  them- 
felves  bound  to  undertake  an  unjult  war,  to  re 
gain  to  us  rights  which  we  have  forfeited  by  a 
childifh  levity,  and  a  wanton  contempt  of  public 
faith  *." 

Notwithflanding, 

*  It  is,  indeed,  very  true,  that  it  was  out  of  the  power  of 
America  and  her  allies,  to  renew  the  conteft  ;  and  it  is  not  lefs 
true,  that  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  have  continued  the,  conteft. 
At  the  very  moment  when  GENERAL  CONWAY'S  [a  General  in 
deed  !  ]•  motion  patted  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  at  the  very  mo 
ment  when  his  Majefty  was  thus  compelled  to  aft  upon  the  de- 
fenjwe  againft  his  rebel  fubjects ;  at  that  moment,  the  army  which 
lay  at  New- York,  placed  under  proper  commanders,  and  two  mil 
lions  of  money,  in  honed  hands,  would  have  re-eftablifhed  his 
authority  from  New-HampJhire  to  Georgia. 

Under  the  conviftion  of  thefe  truths,  we  angrily  afk,  why  was 
peace  made  on  fuch  terms  ?  It  was  unaccountable  at  the  time  ;  but, 
latterly,  fafts  have  leaked  out,  that,  by  little  and  little,  explain  the 
myftery.  DOCTOR  PRIESTLEY,  in  the  fummer  of  ,1799,  pub- 
limed  ten  letters  to  his  neighbours,  the  inhabitants  of  Northum 
berland,  in  the  State  of  Pennfylvania.  Thefe  Letters,  which  MR. 
JOHNSON,  of  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  has  taken  good  care  not 
to-  republifti,  contain  many  precious  confeffions,  amongil  which 
is  the  following,  which  certainly  throws  great  light  on  a  very  dark 
tranfadion  : 

"  From  the  commencement  of  the  American  war  I  vjijbea1  for  the 
<4  independence  of  this  country,  being  firmly  perfuaded  that  it  would 
"  be  for  the  real  advantage  of  England,  as  well  as  of  ttiefe  States  ; 
•'  and  this  is  now,  I  believe,  almoft  univerfally  acknowledged  to 
"  be  the  cafe.  I  am"  equally  well  perfuaded  that  it  would  be  for 
*c  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  England  (I  do-not  fay  for  the  glory 
"  of  the  Monarch)  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  "the  dominion  of 
**  the  Eaft  or  the  Weft  Indies  I  once  mentioned  this  opinion  to 
*'  Sir  George  Saville,  adding,  that  it  would  have  been  much  better 
*'  for  England  never  to  have  had  the  pvfltffion  of  Gibraltar,  and 
"  that  it  would  be  good  policy  to  give  it  up.  He  faid  that  he  had 
<c  often  thought  Jo  too>  but  that  the  opinion  was  fo  unpopular  that 
*'  he  had  not  dared  to  avow  if. 

"  The  late  Lord  Chatham  was  fond  of  foreign  pofleffions.  He 
*'  was  much  again!!  granting  abfolute  independence  to  America, 
"  -which  he  1'aid  was  the  faireft  jewel  in  the  crown  of  the  Britifh. 
"  Monarch  \  and  his  opinion  had  for  fome  time  great  weight  with 
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Notwithftanding,  however,  that  the  Legislature 
of  New-York  was  prevented,  by  exertions  like 

thofe 

**  the  Marquis  of  LANSDOWN,  then  LORI-)  SHELEURNE.  On  this 
"  PR.  PRICE,  who  thought  as  I  did  on  the  fubjec"t,  agreed  with 
<c  me  to  write  our  thoughts  feparately  on  the  fubjecl,  and  prefent 
*'  them  to  his  Lordfhip.  We  did  fo,  and  fome  time  after  he  told 
"  me  that  he  had  fliovvn  my  paper  to  Lord  Chatham,  but  that 
*4  he  was  much  offended  at  it.  At  the  conclufion  of  tbe  'war,  bow- 
<c  every  the  Marquis  made  no  difficulty  of  granting  what  be  thought 
"  not  only  necejjary,  but  advantageous  to  his  country ',  of  iv/j/c/j 
"  he  fwas  then  Prime  Miniftcr.  Had  he  continued  fo  to  this  day, 
*'  his  liberal  and  enlightened  policy  would  have  faved  England, 
"  and  all  Europe,  the  horrors  of  the  preient  mofl  ruinous  and  im- 
"  politic  war."  Letter  /^ //.  25. 

Here  we  have  a  peep  behind  the  curtain.  We  fee  the  wires,  and 
obferve  their  motion.  The  famous  patriot  Whig,  Sir  GEORGE 
SAVILLE,  is  here  feen  in  a  ftate  of  perfect  nudity,  and  the  influ 
ence  of  the  two  Sectarian  Priefls  is  fully  expofed.  Had  the  Do<5tor 
confined  himfelf  to  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  com 
mercial  avarice  and  blindnefs  might  have  joined  in  his  opinion ; 
but,  by  making  his  principle  general,  by  applying  it  to  the  Eafl 
and  Weft  Indies,  he  has,  I  imagine,  deprived  himfelf  of  ail  hope 
of  approbation,  even  from  the  city  of  London,  whole  regard  for 
the  "glory  of  the  Monarch"  is  not  much  greater  than  his  own. — 
The  Doctor  and  his  friends,  from  lopping  off  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies,  and  Gibraltar,  would,  doubt  lefs,  go  to  Canada,  New- 
Brunfivick,  and  Nova  Scotia,  taking  Bermuda,  Ncwfounaland,  and 
other  like  excrefcences,  in  their  way.  Having  flnifhed  their  work 
at  a  diftance,  they  would  come  nearer  home,  where  they  would 
prune  away  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  zi\&  Alderncy;  where,  failing  round 
St.  George's  Channel,  they  would  chop  off,  en  pajfant,  the  iflands 
of  Weight  and  Anglefea,  The  Weftern  Iflands  would  require 
but  a  flight  back-handed  ftroke,  from  which  they  would  raife 
their  axe  to  hew  away  Ireland',  and  thus  would  they  leave  us 
a  nice,  fnug,  compacl  little  nation,  entirely  unenvied  and  almoffc 
unknown. 

It  is  not  true,  that  the  granting  of  the  independence  of  America 
was  "  an  advantage  to  England"  It  was,  on  the  contrary,  the 
greateft  evil  that  ever  befell  her.  It  was  the  primary  caufe  of  the 
prefent  war,  and  of  all  the  calamities  which  ir  has  brought  upon 
England  and  upon  Europe.  If  England  and  the  American  States 
had  continued  united,  they  would  have  prevented  France  from  dif- 
turbing  the  peace  of  the  world.  That  fatal  meafure,  though  it 
has  not  curtailed  our  commerce,  has  created  a  power  who  will  be 
capable  of  alMing  France  in  any  of  her  future  projects  againft  us, 
and  whofe  neutrality,  when  France  recovers  her  marine,  muft  be 

purchafed 
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thofe  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  from  purfuing  their  oppa- 
fition  to  the  treaty  to  the  full  extent  of  the  vvifhes  of 
the  Whigs,  the  treaty  was  violated  in  that  State  and 
in  all  the  others.  It  was  evaded  by  the  moft  bafe  of 
fubterfuges.  The  loyalists  were  profecuted  and  per* 
fecuted,  and,  in  fome  inttanccs^  killed  *  r  they  were 
loaded  with  double  taxes,  and  numerous  other 
vexatious  impositions,  and  were,  in  facl,  harafTed 
full  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  they  would  have 
been  if  the  Congrcfs  had  entered  into  no  ftipulation 
in  their  favour. 

Thefc  pro(  eedings  did  infinite  injury  to  the  nation 
in  general,  who  were  thereby  exhibited  to  foreigners 
in  the  light  of  a  people  deilitute  of  government,  on 
whole  engagements,  of  courfe,  no  dependance  could 
be  placed.  Hence  arofe  an  univcrfal  ft  agnation  of 
trade  and  commerce,  and  all  the  discontents  with 
which  fuch  a  ftagnation  is  ever  accompanied.  The 
morals  of  the  people  too  were  greatly  relaxed,  par 
ticularly  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  debts,  and  ge 
nerally  in  all  thofe  tranfaclions  which  furnifh  oppor 
tunities  for  the  difplay  of  honefly  or  of  fraud.  The 
Congrefs  and  the  State  Governments  had  let  the 
example  of  confifcatioa  and  of  paper-fwindling, 

purchased  by  us  at  the  expenfe,  firft  of  commercial  conceflions, 
and,  finally,  by  much  more  important  facrifices.  In  fliort,  it  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  ruin  of  the  Britifli  empire,  which  can  b« 
prevented  by  nothing  but  a  wifdom  and  an  energy,  which  have 
never  yet  markedjthe  councils  of  our  Government,  in  itstranfaclions 
with  the  American  States. 

*  Mr.  LOVE,  a  loyal  native  of  South  Carolina,  having  returned 
to  that  State  in  the  year  1784,  was  taken  up  by  a  Jufticeof  the 
Peace,  and  was  brought  to  trial:  he  was  difcharged  upon  motion 
made  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  peace.  A  gang  of  the  Whigs,  whom 
Judge  Burke  (in  his  account  of  the  matter)  defcribes  as  being 
"  rtfycfttllc  for  character  and  fervices,"  feized  him  after  he  was 
difcharged,  mounted  him  upon  a  horfe,  led  him  to  the  fldrt  of  a 
wood,  where  they  fattened  a  rope  round  his  neck,  which  they 
tied  to  the  limb  of  a  tree,  and  drove  the  horfe  from  under  him. 
Such  is  the  juflice  and  mercy  of  Whiggifm  ! 

which 
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which  were  become  fo  familiar,  that  good  faith  be 
tween  man  and  man,  which  is  one  of  the  great 
blerfings  of  fociety,  was  almoil  entirely  annihilated. 
While  the  means  of  payment  every  where  failed, 
the  taxes  increafed.  People  could  not  help  com 
paring  their  prefent  with  their  former  fituation  ;  but, 
to  furlV  them  to  look  back,  by  no  means  fuited  their 
new  rulers,  who,  therefore,  contrived  to  amufe 
them  with  promifes  of  better  times,  and  with  flowery 
profpecls  of  the  high  deitinies  of  their  country.  The 
public  diftrefs  was,  however,  fo  great,  that  it  re 
quired  not  a  little  art  and  induilry  to  prevent  it  from 
breaking  out  into  ads  of  violence.  I  like,  as  often 
as  I  can,  to  appeal,  for  my  facts,  to  the  parties  them- 
felves  ;  in  adherence  to  which  plan  I  ihall  here  infert 
a  few  extra 61  s  from  the  writings  of  thofe  who  en 
deavoured  to  put  the  heft  face  upon  the  matter. 

A  Word  of  Confolation  for  America — Thoughts  on  the 
prefent  'Times — Not  fo  gloomy  as  generally  fupp  of ed — 
Necejfity  of  enlarging  the  Powers  of  Congrefs. 

MY  DEAR  FRIENDS, 

Why  thofe  four  faces  and  gloomy  countenances  ? 
"  Is  there  not  a  caufe  ?"  you  reply.  "  The  taxes  arc 
heavy,  money  is  fcarce,  the  times  difrreiTing,  and 
likely  to  grow  worfe."  Likely  to  grow  better,  if  our 
own  folly  do  not  prevent  it.  There  is  no  reafon  for 
defpondency.  Can't  you  look  back  a  few  years  to 
the  midft  of  the  war,  when  you  bore  greater  diftrefles 
with  patience  and  manly  fortitude  ?  What  fupported 
you  then  ?  Hope  to  fee  peace  and  fecure  inde 
pendence.  And  are  not  your  hopes  realized  ?  We 
have  obtained  a  glorious  peace,  and  fit  quietly  under 
our  vines  and  fig-trees.  Does  this  give  you  no  fatif- 
faclion,  and  excite  no  gratitude  to  Heaven  ?  And  do 
you  ftill  murmur  and  complain  ? 

"  But  oh  !  the  immenfe  public  debt !"     Not  im- 
VOL.  i.  E  menfe, 
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rnenfe,  not  greater  than  you  had  reafon  to  expert — 
a  moderate  price,  which  you  would  have  bid  with 
out  hefitating  a  moment  ten  years  ago,  for  freedom 
from  the  hand  of  oppreffion  and  arbitrary  power, 
which  forbade  you  to  call  any  thing  your  own  *. 
Why  are  you  call  down  when  you  have  weathered 
the  florrn,  and  made  your  port  ?    You  need  not  fear 
to  look  the  public  debt  full  in  the  face  :  it  is  not  ib 
very  formidable.     The  refources  of  America  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  cancel  it  foon  enough.     Don't  expect  it  to 
be  done  in  a  day,  or  a  year.     You  are  fhaking  the 
burden  from  your  fhoulders  by  degrees  ~j~.  Great  part 
of  our  certificates  are  already  redeemed  or  burned  ; 
and  the  reft  will  be  conitantly  reducing  by  taxes  and 
the  fale  of  lands.     The  public  lands  are  an  amazing 
refource,  which  will  afford  us  great  relief.  We  fhall 
have  hardy  induilrious  emigrants  without  number,  lo 
purchafe  and  till  the  unappropriated  lands,  to  increafe 
our  manufactures,  and  help  to  pay  our  public  debts. 
The  path,   my  friends,    to  political   felicity  and 
falvation   is  very  plain.      'T  is  true  we  blundered 
ibmetimes  in  the  war,  but,  by  the  blcffing  of  kind 
Providence,  got  through  it.  We  have  erred,  greatly 
erred  iince,    by  extravagant  importations  and  con- 
fumption   of  foreign  goods,  a  great  part  of  them 
mere  gewgaws  and  ncedlefs  trumpery.     This  has 
taken  away  a  good  deal  of  our  rnonev,   which   we 
now  want  to  carry  on  bufinels  and  pay  our  taxes. 


*  This  is  one  of  thofe  falfehoods  which  had  been  repeated  fo 
often,  that  they  were  admitted  as  truths  ;  betides,  no  one  dared 
contradict  them  in  print,  fo  that  they  were  fear'erlly  advanced  on 
all  occafions. 

f  This  was  an  expeditious  way  of  fhaking  off  the  burden-.  What 
the  Congrefs  had  paid  in  paper-money  was,  indeed,  foon  got  rid 
of;  but  the  debt  due  to  France  and  Holland  (till  hangs  about  the 
neck  of  thofe  who  chofe  to  rebel  againft  their  King :  not  one  far 
thing  of  it  has  ever  been'  cleared  off,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  State- 
.  T>:ent,  vol.  xii. 

2.  We 
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We  are  fmarting  for  this  extravagance  and  folly ; 
and  it  is  beft  we  fhould  feel  the  lafhes  of  this  rod 
which  we  have  made  for  our  backs,  till  it  hath  taught 
Us  the  molt  important  and  neceffary  leflbns  of  fru 
gality  and  induftry.  Bought  wit  is  often  bell,  ahd 
abides  lohgeft.  However,  the  evils  we  fuffer  by 
this  error  are  working  their  own  remedy.  People 
are  making  a  virtue  of  neceffity.  They  purchafe 
fewer  fuperfluities :  they  increafe  their  own  manu 
factures,  and  are  becoming  more  induflrious  and 
frugal.  My  obfervation  convinces  me  it  is  fo  with 
many,  and  I  hope  and  believe  it  will  grow  more  ge 
neral.  This,  connected  with  what  our  Legiflatures 
mil  ft,  and  I  conceive  will,  foon  do,  cannot  fail  to 
give  us  increafing  relief  and  comfort.  Mcafures  are 
taking,  and  I  hope  will  be  carried  into  full  effect, 
to  revive  public  credit,  from  various  caufes  funk 
low.  This,  once  done,  will,  in  a  great  mealure, 
remove  the  diflreifes  we  feel  for  want  of  a  more 
plentiful  medium. 

Congrefs  muft  be  vefted  with  larger  powers, 
powers  to  carry  into  effect  their  requifitions,  and 
fully  to  regulate  commerce.  That  power  which  is 
not  efficient  is  really  no  power  at  all.  The  fair  an 
nual  election  of  members  of  Congrefs  is  a  fufficient 
guard  againft  the  abufe  of  fuch  power:  they  can 
have  no  intereft  feparate  from  that  of  the  people  at 
large,  as  they  yearly  quit  their  feats  and  return  into 
private  life.  When  Congrefs  have  plenary  power  to 
fupport  the  national  faith  and  honour  by  wife  rriea- 
fures,  to  do  jufrice  to  foreign  and  domcitic  creditors, 
to  regulate  trade  without  being  counteracted  by  any 
partial  adjuftments  of  particular  States,  then  com 
merce  will  flourifh,  all  nations  will  feek  to  trade 
with  us,  we  i"hall  have  a  ready  market  and  a  good 
price  for  whatever  we  have  to  part  with  :  articles 
for  exportation  will  increafe  rapidly  ;  money  will  be 
largely  imported,  and  will  become  plenty  ;  exor- 

fi  2  bitant 
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bitant  intereft  will  he  at  an  end  ;  all  branches  of 
buiinefs  will  be  briik,  lively,  and  gainful  ;  taxes 
will  grow  leis  as  tbe  public  debt  diminifhes. 

You  feel  dull  and  ill-natured  about  the  expenfes 
of  Government,  and  tbc  monies  which  are,  and 
mull  be  raifed,  to  pay  tbe  civil  lift  ;  but,  rny  friends, 
this  would  not  put  you  out  of  temper  if  you  had 
looked  into  the  matter  with  any  degree  of  precifion, 
and  not  taken  your  ientiments  from  noify,  envious, 
and  difappointed  perlbus :  this  will  produce  a  tax 
hardly  to  be  felt  when  we  have  wiped  oft  the  public 
debt.  You  think  public  officers  have  too  large  pay. 
It  is  poffible  fome  of  them  may  have,  though  the 
fafety  and  reputation  of  a  people  require  that  thofe 
whole  time  and  abilities  are  devoted  to  the  public 
fervice  fhould  be  well  fupported ;  otherwife  we  fhali 
loon  lofe  men  of  the  belt  abilities  out  of  Govern 
ment ;  and  the  political  machine,  for  want  of  better 
and  flronger  hands  to  move  and  guide  it,  will  be 
come  flow,  weak,  and  irregular,  in  ail  its  motions  ; 
but  if  yon  could  prune  and  pare  down  the  falaries  of 
public  officers  as  low  as  any  man  but  a  mere  niggard 
could  wifh,  it  would  not  (I  fpeak  from  examina 
tion  and  calculation)  lellen  the  expenfe  more  than 
threepence  annually  on  the  iingle  poll  in  this  and  the 
other  States.  And  can  this,  then,  be  fo  great  a 
grievance  ? 

Molt  of  the  grievances  which  make  you  murmur 
want  only  to  be  examined  with  a  candid  honefl 
heart,  and  a  fmall  fhare  of  fortitude  and  patience  ; 
your  countenances  would  change,  and  you  would 
be  recovered  from  fits  of  fpleen.  You  will  find  in 
finite  advantage  by  adopting  the  following  advice  of 
an  honeil  cheerful  fellow-citizen  : 

Keep  a  good  conference  and  a  peaceful  mind. 
Study  no  tricks  or  fchernes  to  defraud  any  perfon, 
your  creditors  in  particular.  If  you  can't  anfvver 
iheir  demands  fo  foon  as  you  and  they  could  wifh, 

let 
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let  them  fee  that  you  mean  honefily,  and  that  you 
are  indnflrious  and  frugal ;  and  you  will  find  very 
few  who  will  not  treat  you  with  tendernefs  and  for 
bearance.  And  you  that  are  creditors,  be  careful  to 
ihow  fuch  a  difpofition  towards  your  debtors.  Plead 
for  j  aft  ice  in  Government  towards  the  creditors  of 
the  public  :  many  of  them  fufrer  extremely,  and 
will  fuffer  patiently,  if  they  fee  no  fchemes  on  foot 
defigned  to  defraud  them.  Believe  it  a  maxim  of 
everlafting  truth,  that  rightcotifnefs  exalteth  a 
nation.  You  mufl  fee,  if  you  don't  fhut  your  eyes 
again  ft  the  fulleil  evidence,  that  Government  have 
carried  their  tendernefs  and  concern  towards  debtors, 
public  and  private,  to  a  great  length  ;  perhaps  too 
far  in  fome  inftances.  By  this  means  the  public 
debt  is  leflening  in  the  ealieft  way  that  can  conlift 
with  honour  and  integrity  in  Government.  Don't 
you  pay  many  of  your  taxes  by  orders  and  public  fe- 
curities,  which  you  obtain  at  forty,  fifty,  or  fixty 
per  cent,  difcount  ?  This  difcount  falls  as  real  lofs 
ibmewhere.  Are  you  fo  felfiih  as  to  have  no  pity  on 
thofe  who  fuftain  it,  among  whom  are  many  poor 
foldiers,  widows,  and  orphans  ?  Will  you  murmur 
when  they  are  lilent,  though  you  are  eafed  at  their 
expenfe  ? 

Lay  your  plan  every  year,  to  make  fuch  daily 
favings  in  your  expcnfes,  and  to  gain  fo  much  by 
vigorous  exertions  in  the  way  of  honeft  induftry, 
as  fhall  enable  you  feafonably  to  pay  your  taxes. 
They  who  judicioufly  lay  fuch  plans,  and  keep  them 
in  their  eye,  and  endeavour  every  day  and  week  to 
be  in  the  execution  of  them,  will  not  fail,  unlels 
prevented  by  fome  fpecial  providence;  in  which 
cafe,  juftice  and  humanity  in  their  fellow-citizens 
will  not  fail  to  fecure  them  indulgence  or  abate 
ments. 

Let  every  day  bear  the  marks  of  the  three  following 
political  virtues,  always  good,  and  at  prefent  indif- 
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penfably  neceffary :  indufiry,  frugality,  and  economy. 
Thefe  will  perform  wonders ;  thefe  will  work  out 
your  falvation.  Are  they  painful  and  felf-denying  ? 
You  will  find  them  very  little  fo  when  you  have 
once  entered  heartily  into  the  practice  of  them  :  they 
will  rather  improve  than  diminifh  the  health  of  your 
bodies,  the  peace  of  your  minds,  and  every  laudable 
enjoyment.  Ye  farmers,  look  over  your  lands,  and 
fee  what  parts  maybe  cultivated  to  more  advantage, 
how  you  can  raife  more  grain  and  flax,  keep  more 
cows  and  fheep,  fat  more  cattle,  fell  more  beef  and 
pork,  and  other  articles  of  produce.  Study  agricul 
ture  ;  carry  it  to  the  greater!  perfection  :  it  is  the 
bafis  of  our  wealth,  of  manufactures,  and  of  all 
gainful  commerce.  Gentlemen  and  ladies,  old  and 
young,  look  over  your  expenfes  and  manner  of 
living.  You  will  fhow  the  truefl  and  mofl  reputable 
patriotifm  by  retrenching  fuperfluities.  Cafl  an  eye 
back  frequently  upon  the  plain,  cheap,  and  frugal 
manner  in  which  your  worthy  and  pious  ancefiors 
lived  a  century  ago.  Need  we  be  afhamed,  in  this 
difficult  day,  to  conform  more  to  it  than  we  do  ? 
Yea,  would  it  not  be  to  our  honour  ?  Don't  mur 
mur  at,  or  envy  thofe,  who  you  fee  are  able  to  pay 
their  taxes  feafonably,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  live 
in  what  is  called  a  more  fafhionable  ftyle  than  you. 
iLi-fcel:  equality,  as  to  property,  can  never  take 
pkce,  even  in  the  mpft  popular  governments:  could 
it  be  brought  about  to-day,  a  thoufand  things, 
which  nothing  but  Omnipotence  could  ef7e6r,  would 
be  necerTary  to  continue  it  for  a  year,  confidently 
with  the  natural  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind, 
under  any  form  of  government  which  allowed  any 
fuch  thing  as  private  property.  Some  always  did, 
and  always  will  obtain  more  money  than  others, 
from  numerous  caufes  too  obvious  to  be  mentioned. 
There  is  a  greater  equality  in  this  country  than  in 
almoft  any  other ;  and  it  may  continue  if  it  be  not 

our 
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our  own  fault :  few  freeholders  need  ceafe  io  be  fo, 
unlefs  by  influence  of  pride,  indolence,  and  luxury. 

Be  jealous  of  your  privileges ;  but  let  not  your 
jealoufy  grow  into  ill-natured  and  groundlefs  fuf- 
picions.  Attend  not  to  the  complaints  and  murmurs 
of  factious  difcontented  perfons ;  for  fome  fuch  will 
be  found  in  all  communities.  Seek  the  redrefs  of 
real  grievances,  if  any  fuch  you  have,  in  a  conftitu- 
tional  way,  and  not  by  mobs  and  riots ;  by  theie  you 
will  lofe  more  time,  and  money,  and  good  temper, 
than  can  be  compenfated  by  all  their  influence.  Be 
careful  not  to  anticipate,  by  an  anxious  apprcheniive 
temper,  troubles  which  may  never  come.  Thofe  beft 
confult  their  own  happinefs,  as  well  as  the  good  of 
fociety,  who  fludy  to  be  quiet,  and  to  attend  to  their 
own  proper  buiinefs.  Don't  be  uneafy  at  the  conti 
nuance  of  public  burdens,  as  if  they  could  be  re 
moved  in  a  day  or  a  year :  time  and  patience,  with 
a  proper  line  of  conducl,  will  daily  lelien  them,  till 
they  be  all  done  away. 

The  fentiments,  the  confolation,  and  the  line  of 
conducl  exprefied  above,  I  have  adopted,  believing 
them  to  be  diclated  by  reafon  and  the  complexion  of 
the  times.  I  am  no  legiflator,  hold  no  office  under 
Government,  nor  ever  Hiall.  I  have  realized  what 
many  profefled  a  willingnefs  to  fubmit  to  at  the  be 
ginning  of  the  war — the  lofs  of  near  half  the  fmall 
property  I  had.  I  conlider  it  as  an  honourable  fa- 
crifice  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  of  my  country^  and 
bear  it  patiently.  I  am,  and  always  expect  to  be, 
in  private  and  low  life.  I  feel  high  fatisfaclion  in 
the  freedom  and  independence  of  America,  and 
doubt  not  of  its  growing  profperity  and  welfare,  if 
the  conduct  which  I  have  flightly  fuggefled  is  gone 
into  by  the  people  in  general ;  which  is  accordingly 
recommended  with  earneilnefs  and  affection  by 

AN    HONEST    CHEERFUL    ClTlZEN. 

E  4  On 


56  SUMMARY  VIEW 

On  Redrefs  of  Grievances  *. 

By  fome  refolves  of  the  discontented  people  of  this 
State  (MarTachufetts),  it  appears  that  the  true  caufe 
of  public  grievances  is  miilaken,  and  confequently 
the  mode  of  redrcis  will  be  miilaken..  It  is  laugh- 

O 

able  enough  to  hear  the  people  gravely  refolving, 
that  the  fitting  of  the  General  Court  at  Bofron  is  a 
grievance,  when  every  body  may  recollect  that  about 
twelve  years  ago  the  removal  of  the  Legiflature  to 
Cambridge  was  a  grievance — an  unconfiitutional 
ftretch  of  power,  that  threw  the  province  into  a 
buttle.  A  great  change  fince  Hutchinfon's  time ! 
Bofton  then  was  the  only  proper  feat  of  the  Legif 
lature. 

Lawyers,  too,  are  fqucezed  into  the  catalogue  of 
grievances.  Why,  Sir,  lawyers  are  a  confequence, 
not  a  caufe,  of  public  evils.  They  grow  out  of  the 
lazinefs,  dilatorinefs  in  payment  of  debts,  breaches 
of  contract,  and  other  vices  of  the  people — jufi:  as 
mufhrooms  grow  out  of  dunghills  after  a  fhower — or 
as  diltilleries  fpring  out  of  the  tafte  for  New-England 
rum.  The  fober,  induftrious,  frugal  Dutch  in  New- 
"York,  and  the  Quakers  and  Germans  in  Pennfyl- 
vania,  have  no  occaiion  for  lawyers — a  collector 
never  calls  upon  them  twice — and  they  feel  no  grie 
vances.  Before  I  lie  war  there  was,  in  Orange  county , 
jNew-  York)  lut  om  aftion  of  debt  tried  in  eighteen  years. 
0  happy  people  !  happy  times!  no  grievances^- ! 

Now, 

*  Publifhed  in  the  State  of  Mafiachufetts,  during  the  lime  of  the 
conventioneering. 

•f  This  fa&  having  fallen  in  my  way,  I  (hall  enable  the  reader 
to  compare  it  with  another  faft,  contained  in  the  following  article, 
taken  from  a  New- York  paper,  called  the  Commercial  Advertiier 
(formerly  the  Mineiva)  of  the  i^th  of  March,  1798:- 

*;  The  following  itatement  is  given  from  the  beft  poffible  calcu- 
"  lation  and  regular  information  which  can  be  obtained,  and  though 

"  confiderably 
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Now,  in  my  humble  opinion,  there  are  but  two 
effecT.ua!  methods  of  redretfing  grievances  ;  one  de 
pends 

**  confiderabiy  under-rated,  will  fliow  that  an  amount  of  dollars 

"  almoft  incredible  is  annually  beftowed  on  the  lawyers  and  flie- 

"  riffs  in  the  city  of  New -York. 

f<  Average  fuits  of  law  commenced  in  the  city  of  New- York  from 
"  the  third  Tuefday  in  November,  1797  (ai'pace  of  four  months), 
"  is  twelve  tbovj and  five  hundred,  the  termination  of  which  is 
44  proportioned  as  follows: — 

'*  Council  fees,  writ,  and  fervice,  average  fix  dols.  fifty 

*c  cents  each  -        81,250 

<c  [Two  tenths  fettled  on  fervice  of  the  writ,  or  with- 
"  drawn  by  the  plaintiff.] 

"  Three  tenths  continued  to  declaration,  and  judgment 

"  confeiled,  average  coft  at  twenty-five  dols.  each         -    118,750 

c*  Two  tenths  fettled  after  judgment  is  obtained  and  en- 

"  tered  up,  ditto  forty  do.  -  -  100,000 

et  Three  tenths  execution  ferved,  cofts,  and  poundage,  will 
*'  frequently  amount  to  one  hundred  dols.  average  at 
"  fifty  dols.  calculated  (whilft  fome  have  from  ten  to 
"  twenty)  for  three  executions  to  be  lodged  againft 
"  each  imprifoned  debtor,  or  fuch  who  fettle  without 
**  imprifoument  -  187,500 

*'  Annual  diftribution  amongft  the  lawyers  and  fheriffs 

'*  of  New-York        -  -  477,500 

"  One  hundred  and  fifty  citizens  of  New-York  on  the 
*' average  are  imprifoned  for  debt  in  the  county  jail 
"  and  elfewhere.  Their  fupport  for  one  year,  each 
*'  per  day  feventy-five  cents  40,950 

*'  One  third  have  families.     Fifty  families  fupport  for 

"  dp.      clp.      two  dols.  fifty  cents  -         45,625 

(l  The  annual  lofs  of  property  facrificed  to  prevent  an 
"  equal  diftribution,  exclufive  of  the  lofs  fuftained  by 
"  the  debtor's  living  deprived  of  attending  his  affairs, 
"  cannot  be  afcertained.  For  one  year  the  lofs,  only 
•'  at  about  twenty  individual  infolvents,  which  aftually 
*'  devolves  on  creditors^  is  upwards  of  -  500,000 

Dollars       1,541,575 

Thus,  Icfore  thin^ar^  Orange  county  faw  but  one  acYion  of  debt 
tried  in  eighteen  years  ;  and,  fince  the  war,  the  cicy  and  county  of 
New-York  (in  the  fame  State)  have  feen  upwards  of  twelve  thott 
fand  actions  of  debt  commenced  in  four  months.     The  city  an- 
countyof  New- York  are  much  more  populous,  and  morecommerciad 

thai, 
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pends  on  the  people  as  individuals — and  the  Other 
on  the  iupreme  executive  authority. 

As-  to  the  firfT,  let  every  perfon,  whether  farmer, 
mechanic,  lawyer,  or  doctor,  provide  a  fmall  box  (a 
fmill  box  will  be  big  enough),  with  a  hole  in  the  lid. 
When  he  receives  a  fhilling,  let  him  put  lixpence 
into  the  box,  and  ufe  the  other  lixpence  in  providing 
far  his  family — not  rum  or  feathers,  but  good  bread 
and  meat.  Let  this  box  remain  untouched  until  the 
collector  {hall  call ;  then  let  it  be  opened,  the  tax 
paid,  and  the  overplus  of  cafh  may  be  expended  on 
gauze,  ribands,  tea,  and  New-England  rum.  Let 
the  box  then  be  put  into  its  place  again,  to  receive 
pence  for  the  next  collector.  This  method  will 
rcdrefs  all  grievances,  without  the  trouble,  noiie,  and 
cxpenfe  of  town  meetings,  conventions,  and  mobs. 

As  to  the  other  method,  I  can  only  fay,  were 
I  at  the  head  of  the  executive  authority,  1  fhould 
foon  put  the  queftion  to  a  decifive  iifue.  It  fhould  be 
determined,  on  the  fiiit  infurreclion,  whether  our 
lives  and  our  properties  ihall  be  fecnre  under  the  law 
and  the  conftitution  of  the  State,  or  whether  they 
mull  depend  on  the  mad  refolves  of  illegal  meetings, 
lloneil  men  then  would  know  whether  they  may 
reft  in  fafety  at  home,  or  whether  they  mull  feek 
for  tranquillity  in  fome  diflant  country. 

AN  INDUSTRIOUS  MAN. 


The  Devil  is  in  You  *. 

That  the  political  body,  like  the  animal,  is  liable 
to  violent  difeafes,  which,  for  a  time,  baffle  the  healing 


than  Orange  county ;  but,  at  this  time,  I  dare  fay  there  are  two 
thoufand  actions  of  debt  commenced  annually  in  Orange  county, 
\vhere  there  was,  before  the  war,  only  one  action  of  this  ibrt  tried 
in  eighteen  years . 

*  fubliftied  in  Bofton  fhortly  after  the  preceding  letter. 

art, 
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Is  a  truth  which  we  all  acknowledge,  and  which 
moft  of  us  lament.  But  as  moH  of  the  diforders  in 
cident  to  the  human  frame  are  the  confequcnce  of 
an  intemperate  indulgence  of  its  appetites,  or  of 
neglecting  the  moft  obvious  means  of  fafety  ;  ib  molt 
of  the  popular  tumults,  which  difturb  Government, 
arife  from  an  abate  of  its  blefJings,  or  an  inattention 
to  its  principles.  A  man  of  a  robuft  conftitution, 
relying  on  its  ftrength,  riots  in  gratifications  which 
weaken  the  Jtamina  viLc ;  the  forfeiting  pleafures  of 
a  few  years  deftroy  the  power  of  enjoyment,  and  the 
full-fed  voluptuary  feels  a  rapid  transition  to  the 
meagre  valetudinarian.  Thus  people  who  enjoy  an 
uncommon  fhare  of  political  privileges,  often  carry 
their  freedom  tolicentioufnefs,  and  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  enjoy  fociety  by  deftroying  its  fupporr. 

Too  much  health  is  a  difeafe  which  often  req  u  ires  a  very 
ftricl  regimen — too  much  liberty  is  the  word  fpecies  of 
tyranny — and  wealth  may  be  accumulated  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  to  impoverijh  a  State.  Did  all  men  attempt 
to  become  mailers,  the  moft  of  them  would  necef- 
farily  become  (laves  in  the  attempt ;  and  could  every 
man  on  earth  poffefs  millions  of  joes,  every  man 
would  be  poorer  than  any  man  is  now,  and  infinitely 
more  wretched,  becaufe  they  could  not  procure  the 
neceffariesof  life. 

My  countrymen,  it  rs  a  common  faying  now,  that 
the  devil  is  in  you.  I  queflion  the  influence  of  the 
devil,  however,  in  thefe  affairs.  Divines  and  poli 
ticians  agree  in  this,  to  father  all  evil  upon  the  devil ; 
but  the  effects  afcribed  to  this  prince  of  evil  fpirits, 
both  in  the  moral  and  political  world,  I  afcribe  to 
the  wickednefs  and  ignorance  of  the  human  heart. 
Taking  the  word  devil  in  this  fenfe,  he  is  /V/you  and 
among  you  in  a  variety  of  fhapes. 

In  the  firft.  place,  the  weaknefs  of  our  Federal  Go- 
'Vernmenf  is  the  devil.  It  prevents  the  adoption  of  any 
DQeafures  that  are  requilite  for  us  as  a  nation  ;  it  keeps 

us 
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us  from  paying  our  honeft  debts  ;  it  alfo  throws  out 
of  our  power  all  the  profits  of  commerce  :  and  this 
drains  us  of  cafh.  is  not  this  the  devil  ?  Yes,  my 
countrymen,  an  empty  purfe  is  the  devil.. 

You  fay  you  are  jealous  of  your  rights,  and  dare 
not  trail  Congrefs.  Well,  that  jeaioufy  is  an  evil 
fpirit,  and  all  evil  fpiriis  are  drolls.  So  far  the  devil 
is  in  you.  You  a  61,  in  this  particular,  juft  like  the 
crew  of  a  ihip,  who  would  not  truft  the  helm  with 
onevt  their  number,  becaufe  he  might foffil>Iy  run  her 
aihore,  when,  by  leaving  her  without  a  pilot,  they 
were  certain  of  fhipwreck.  You  a 61  juft  like  men, 
who,  in  railing  a  building,  would  not  have  a  mafter 
workman,  becaufe  he  might  give  out  wrong  orders. 
You  will  be  mafters  yourfcives — and  as  you  are  not 
all  ready  to  lift  at  the  fame  time,  one  labours  at  a 
flick  of  timber,  then  another,  then  a  third — yon 
are  then  vexed  that  it  is  not  raifed — why,  let  a  mailer 
order  thirteen  of  you  to  take  hold  together,  and  you 
will  lift  it  at  once.  Every  family  has  a  mafter  (or  a 
miflrefs — I  beg  the  ladies'  pardon).  When  a  fhip  or 
a  houfeis  to  be  built,  there  is  a  mafter— when  high 
ways  are  repairing,  there  is  a  mailer — every  little 
fchool  has  a  mafter— the  continent  is  a  great  fchool 
—the  boys  are  numerous,  and  full  of  roguifh  tricks 
— and  there  is  no  matter.  The  bovs  in  this  great 

*r  j  O 

fchool  play  truant,  and  there  is  no  perfon  to  chaitife 
them.  Do  you  think,  my  countrymen,  that  Ame 
rica  is  more  eaiily  governed  than  a  fchool  ?  You 
do  very  well  in  fmall  matters  ;  extend  your  reafpn  to 
great  ones.  Would  you  not  laugh  at  a  farmer  who 
would  fatten  a  three-inch  cable  to  a  plough,  and  yet 
attempt  to  draw  a  houfe  with  a  cobweb  ?  "  And  Na 
than  laid  unto  David,  Thou  ark  the  man"  You  think 
a  mailer  neceifary  to  govern  <7/m\harmlefs  children 
in  a  fchool  or  family,  yet  leave  thoufands  pf  great 
rogues  to  be  governed  by  good  advice.  Believe  me, 
iny  friends— for  1  wmferiws — you  loferighls^  becaufe 
i  you 
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you  will  not  give  your  magi  Orates  authority  to  froteft 
them.  Your  liberty  is  deipotifm,  becaufe  it  lias  no 
control — your  power  is  nothing,  becaufe  it  is  not 
united. 

But  further,  luxury  rages  among  you — and  luxury 
is  the  devil  The  war  lent  this  evil  demon  to  irnpo- 
verifh  people,  and  embarrafs  the  public.  The  arti 
cles  of  rum  and  tea  alone,  which  are  drank  in  this 
country,  would  pay  all  its  taxes.  But  when  we  acid 
lii gar,  coffee,  gauzes,  lilks,  feathers,  and  the  whole 
lift  of  baubles  and  trinkets,  what  an  enormous  ex- 
penfe  !  No  wonder  you  want  paper  currency.  My 
countrymen  are  all  grown  very  tatty  !  Feathers  and 
jordans  mult  all  be  imported.  Certainly,  gentlemen, 
the  devil  is  among  you.  A  Hampfhireman,  who 
drinks  forty  fhillings  worth  of  rum  in  a  year,  and 
never  thinks  of  theexpenfe,  will  raife  a  mob  to  re 
duce  the  Governor's  falary  *,  which  does  not  amount 
to  three-pence  per  man  per  annum.  Is  not  this  the 
devil  ? 

My  countrymen,  an  induftrious  man-f~  not  long 
ago  informed  you  how  to  redrcfs  grievances.  He 
gives  excellent  advice.  Let  every  man  make  a  little 
box,  and  put  into  it  four-pence  per  day.  This  in  a 
year  will  amount  to  fix  pounds  one  fhillingand  eight 
pence — a  fum  fufricient  to  pay  any  poor  man's  tax. 
Any  man  can  fpare  three  or  four  pence  per  day — but 
a  poor  man  would  find  it  difficult  and  hardly  poliible, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  to  pay  fix  pounds.  Take  my 
advice  every  man  of  you,  and  you  will  hardly  feel 
your  t  xes. 

But  further,  a  tender  law  is  the  devil.  When  I 
trull  a  man  a  fum  of  money,  I  expc6t  he  will  return 

*  Among  the  grievances  enumerated  by  the  different  Conven 
tions  in  Maflachuletts,  was  the  Governor's  falary,  which  is  only 
noo/.  per  annum. 

•j-  See  the  preceding  letter. 

the 
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the  value.  That  Legiflature  which  fays  rriy  debtor 
may  pay  me  with  one  third  of  the  value  he  received, 
commits  a  deliberate  acl  of  villany— an  a'cl  for 
which  an  individual  in  any  Government  would  be 
honoured  with  a  whipping-poft,  and  in  moft  Govern 
ments  with  a  gallows.  When  a  man  makes  dollars, 
of  which  one  third  part  only  is  filver,  he  muft  lofe 
his  ears,  &c.  But  Legislatures  can,  with  the  folemn 
face  of  rulers  and  guardians  of  jufrice,  boldly  give 
currency  to  an  adulterated  coin,  enjoin  it  upon, 
debtors  to  cheat  their  creditors,  and  enforce  their 
fyftematic  knavery  with  penalties.  The  difference 
between  the  man  who  makes  and  pafles  counterfeit 
money,  and  the  man  who  tenders  his  creditor  one 
third  of  the  value  of  the  debt,  and  demands  a  dif- 
c  barge,  is  the  fame  as  between  a  thief  and  a  robber. 
The  fir  ft  clients  his  neighbour  in  the  dark,  and  takes 
his  property  without  his  knowledge.  The  latter 
boldly  meets  him  at  noon  day,  tells  him  he  is  a  raf- 
cal,  and  demands  his  purfe. 

My  countrymen,  the  devil  is  among  you.  Make 
paper  as  much  as  you  plcafe.  Make  it  a  tender  in 
a\\  future  con traels,  or  let  it  reft  on  its  own  credit — 
but  remember  that  paft  contracts  are  facred  things — • 
and  that  Legiilatures  have  no  right  to  interfere  with 
them,  they  have  no  right  to  fay  a  debt  fhall  be  paid 
at  a  difcount,  or  in  any  manner  which  the  parties 
jiever  intended.  It  is  the  hufmefs  of  juftice  to  fulfil 
the  intention  of  parlies  in  contracts — not  to  defeat 
them.  To  pay  lonafde  contracts  for  cafh,  in  paper 
of  little  value,  or  in  old  horfcs,  would  be  a  difhoneil 
attempt  in  an  individual  :  but  for  Legiilatures  to  frame 
laws  to  fnpport  and  encourage  ihch  deteftable  vil- 
Jany,  is  like  a  Judge  \vho  fhould  infcribe  the  arms 
of  a  rogue  over  the  feat  of  jufiicc,  or  a  clergyman 
\vho  fhould  convert  into  bawdy-houfes,  the  temples 
of  Jehovah.  My  countrymen,  the  world  fays,  the 

devil 


FROM  1783  TO  1794.  63 

devil  is  In  you — mankind  deteil  you  as  they  would  a 
neft  of  robbers. 

But  laftly,  mobs  and  conventions  are  devils.  Good 
men  love  law  and  legal  meafnres.  Knaves  only  fear 
law,  and  try  to  deflroy  it.  My  countrymen,  if  a  con- 
ftitutional  legiilature  cannot  redrefs  a  grievance,  a 
mob  never  can.  Laws  are  the  fecurity  of  life  and 
property — nay,  what  is  more,  of  liberty.  The  man 
who  encourages  a  mob  to  prevent  the  operation  of 
law,  ceafes  to  be  free  or  fafe  ;  for  the  fame  principle 
which  leads  a  man  to'put  a  bayonet  to  the  breaftof  a 
Judge,  will  lead  him  to  take  property  where  he  can 
find  it :  and  when  the  Judge  dare  not  acl,  where  is 
the  lofer's  remedy  ?  Alas  !  my  friends,  too  much 
liberty  is  no  liberty  at  all.  Give  me  anything  but 
mobs ;  for  mobs  are  the  devil  in  his  worjl  fliape.  £ 
would  fhoot  the  leader  of  a  mob,  fooner  than  a  mid 
night  ruffian.  People  may  have  grievances  perhaps, 
and  no  man  would  more  readily  hold  up  his  hand  to 
redrefs  them  'than  myfelf :  but  mobs  rebel  againft 
laws  of  their  own  :  and  rebellion  is  a  crime  which 
admits  of  no  palliation. 

My  countrymen,  I  am  a  private  peaceable  man. 
I  have  no  office  of  any  kind.  I  have  nothing  to  win 
or  to  lofe  by  the  game  of  paper  currency  :  but  I  re 
vere  juftice.  I  would  fooner  pick  oakum  all  the  days 
of  my  life,  than  ftain  my  reputation,  or  pay  a  cre 
ditor  one  farthing  lefs  than  his  honeit  demands. 

While  you  attempt  to  trade  to  advantage, 
without  a  head  to  combine  all  the  States  into  fy Hem 
atic,  uniform  meafnres,  the  world  will  laugh  at  you 
for  fools.  While  merchants  take  and  give  credit,  the 
world  will  call  them  idiots,  and  laugh  at  their  ruin. 
While  farmers  get  credit,  borrow  money,  and  mort 
gage  their  farms,  the  world  will  call  them  fools,  and 
Laugh  at  their  embarraffment.  While  all  men  live 
beyond  their  incomes,  and  are  haraffed  by  duns  and 
fheriffs,  no  man  will  pity  them,  or  give  them  relief. 

Bu 
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But  when  mobs  and  conventions  oppofe  the  Courts  of 
JufHce,  and  Legijlatures  make  paper  and  old  horfes  a 
legal  tender  in  all  cafes,  the  world  will  exclaim  with 
one  voice,  Ye  are  rogues ',  and  the  devil  is  in  you  ! 

TOM  THOUGHTFUL. 

An  infallible  Cure  for  hard  Times. 

1.  Calculate  your  income,  and  be  fure  you  do  not 
let  your  expenies  be  quite  fo  much  :  lay  by  fome  for 
a  rainy  day. 

2.  Never  follow  fafhions,  but  let  the  fafhions  fol 
low  you — that  is,  diredt  your  buiinefs  and  expenfes 
by   your    own    judgment,    not    by  the  cuilom  of 
fools,  who  fpend  more  than  their  income. 

3.  Never  liften  to  the  tales  of  complainers,  who 
fpond  their  breath  in  crying  "  Hard  times  !"  and  do 
nothing  to  mend  them. 

4.  It  is  a  truth,  which  all  men  ought  to  know  and 
realize,  that  every  man  (thofe  only  excepted,  who 
are  not  able  to  fupport  themfelves  in  "any  commu 
nity)   may  live  within  his  income,  and  thereby  pre- 
ferve  his  independence.     If  a  man  is  poor,  his  taxes 
are  fmail,  unlefs  he  holds  an  eitate  which  he  cannot 
pay  for.    In  fuchcafe,  he  does  not  own  it,  and  there 
fore  ought  to  let  the  owner  take  it. 

Induftry  and  economy  will  for  ever  triumph  over 
hard  times,  and  difappoint  poverty.  Therefore,  the 
general  cry,  that  we  cannot  pay  the  taxes  and  live,  is 
abfolutely  falfe. 

It  is  true,  we  feel,  and  we  ought  to  feel,  fome  dif 
ficulties  in  paying  for  the  glorious  prize,  independ 
ence.  The  taxes  will  be  only  temporary — but  the 
prize  immortal.  And  he  is  unworthy  of  freedom, 
\vho  repines  at  paying  his  money,  when  fo  many 
patriots  and  heroes  have  laid  down  their  lives  to  pur- 
chafe  it  for  their  country. 

I  Ihdl  conclude  with  an  extract  from  a  fermon 
preached  by  a  found  divine  : — 

«  The 
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<s  The  fcarcity  of  money  is  the  only  thing  that 
*'*  will  fave  this  people.  This  alone  can  produce 
*<  induftry  and  economy,  without  which  no  people 
'*  can  be  virtuous  and  happy.  This  is  an  univerfal 
*c  truth,  applicable  to  all  people  in  every  country. 
4*  It  is  impoflible  to  be  happy  without  induftry,  eco- 
*'  norny,  and  virtue  :  and  as  experience  evinces  that 
tf  thefe  are  produced  by  what  we  call  hard  times,  or 
**  the  fcarcity  of  money,  we  ought  certainly  to  be 
€<  thankful  when  we  fee  the  caufes  of  public  happi- 
**  nefs  operatirig.  Therefore,  let  this  circumftarice 
(t  excite  in  us  gratitude  to  a  kind  Providence,  for 
**  connecting  future  profpcrity  with  prefent  fcarcity, 
s<  and  fo  ordering  caufes  and  events,  that  good  fhali 
"  come  out  of  evil,  neceflity  produce  reformation^ 
**  and  hard  times,  good  times/' 

To  the  good  People  of  America. 

And  really  a  good  fort  of  people  ye  are  when  ye 
are  pleafed.  The  talk  is  not  difficult  to  bring  ye 
into  good  hurriour,  neither  ;  but  I  defy  all  the  artifts 
upon  earth  to  keep  you  fo. 

Ye  love  to  find  fault— nay,  to  make  faults  :  andj 
if  you  canndt  quarrel  with  your  neighbours,  you  will 
fall  out  with  yourfelves  ;  like  the  greyhound  who 
ufed  to  grow  angry  at  his  own  tail. 

You  may  fay,  that  I  am  guilty  of  injiiftice  ;  and 
that  ye  are  affable,  humane,  friendly,  charitable, 
focial,  fweet- tempered,  felf-denying  beings.  If 
every  perfon  was  td  draw  his  own  piclure,  the  pen 
and  ink  portrait  would  appear  fo  ;  but  to  me,  who 
have  looked  upon  life  for  above  twenty  years,  as  an 
unconcerned  fpeclator  of  all  the  fantalficalncfs  with 
which  mankind  have  fatigued  themfelves — to  me  ye 
appear  feliifh,  fmbborn,  qucruioCis,  conceited,  dif- 
coni.cn ted  exigences — and  ever  enjoy  more  than  ye 
delervc— yet  are  daily  wifhing  for  more  enjoyments^ 
and  do  lets  and  lefs  to  deferve  them. 

VOL.  i.  F  Lafl 
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Laft  week  I  called  on  an  old  acquaintance ;  his 
lady  told  me,  her  fpoufe  was  difturbed  and  difordered 
at  fomething,  fhe  could  not  tell  what  ;  and  that  fhe 
was  happy  at  my  calling,  becaufefhe  hoped  I  would 
get  him  into  Ipirits  again. 

I  went  to  him  into  his  ftudy ;  there  he  fat,  difcon- 
tented  as  an  undone  gamelier.  I  took  him  by  the 
hand,  and  inquired  if  he  was  ill. — "  What,  then, 
Sir,  can  you  be  uneafy  about  ?"— "  See,  there,  Sir," 
my  friend  replied,  railing  his  voice,  and  at  the  lame 
time  pulling  fome  printed  papers  out  of  his  pocket  : 
cc  There,  Sir,  read  there  !  There  is  the  Gazette,  and 
the  Journal,  and  the  Herald,  and  the  Mercury,  and 
the  Chronicle — who  can  enjoy  himfelf,  when  he  reads 
ffuch  terrible  accounts  as  they  give  us,  not  only  of  the 
Government,  but  alfo  of  the  people  ?  Mercy  upon 
us  !  but  we  are  a  bought  and  fold  nation*/' 

From  thefe  little  effays,  written  upon  the  fpot,  and 
coming  from  perfons  engaged  in  the  bufy  fcene,  and 
deeply  interested  in  every  material  occurrence,  a 
correcl  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  temper  of  the 
times,  and  of  the  multitude  of  mifchiefs  that  had  al 
ready  refulted  from  the  rebellion,  though  that  rebel 
lion  had  triumphed.  Were  it  my  wiih  to  fhovv  the 
piclure  in  its  mo  ft  horrid  light,  I  fhould  quote  the 
complaints  of  the  people;  but  it  has  been  my  confiant 
ftudy  to  leave  no  room  for  a  charge  of  mifreprefenta- 
tion  to  be  made  agamil  me,  and  therefore  have  I 
died,  as  my  evidences,  the  Whigs  themfelves. 

In  fpite,  however,  of  all  thefe  quieting  efforts  of 
the  leading  Whigs,  the  discontents  of  the  people  in- 
created  with  the  increafe  of  their  diftrefles  and  their 
taxes.  Riots  and  revolts  broke  out  in  fcveral  of  the 
States.  In  that  of  Maflachufetts,  the  very  State 

*  If  ever  a  true  hiftory  of  the  American  rebellion  mould  be 
ptiblidied,  it  will  appear  that  the  old  Gentleman  was  not  wry 

•'x.-lde.  af  the.  mark* 

where 
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\vhere  the  rebellion  was  hatched,  and  where  the 
fword  was  firft  drawn,  thefe  difcontents  broke  out 
into  open  infurrection.  A  confiderable  number  of  the 
malcontents  aifembled  and  put  themfelves  under  the 
command  of  a  leader  named  SHAY,  who  had  himfelf 
ferved  in  the  rebel  army.  A  body  of  troops  were 
marched  againft  the  infurgents,  who  were,  though 
not  without  fome  difficulty,  reduced  to  fubmiffion. 

Thefe  malcontents  did  not  fail  to  employ  againft: 
their  new  rulers  the  lame  arguments  which  thefe 
rulers  had  employed  to  feduce  them  from  their  alle 
giance  ;  and,  in  fome  inftances,  they  borrowed  the 
invectives  and  the  falfehoods  which  had  been  ufed 
with  fo  much  fuccefs  againft  the  King  and  his  Go 
vernment.  "  What,'1  faid  the  partifans  of  SHAY, 
"  mall  we,  who  have  fhed  our  blood  in  making  off 
f(  the  tyranny  of  Britain,  now  fubmit  to  a  tyranny 
"  ten  thoufand  times  more  odious  and  oppreffive, 
<e  without  enjoying  any  of  the  quiet  and  protection 
"  which  our  former  tyrant  yielded  us  ?  The  paper 
"  which  the  Congrefs  publifhed  to  the  world,  in 
<c  juftification  of  their  demand  of  independence  ; 
"  that  memorable  paper  contained  a  declaration  of 
"  the  principles  of  the  Congrefs,  and  an  ennmera- 
tf  tion  of  the  grievances  of  the  people.  Let  us  re- 
"  cite  them  here,  compare  them  with  the  praftire  of 
"  our  prefent  rulers,  and  with  our  prefent  grievances. 

"  We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felf-evideht,  that  all 
"  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by 
"  their  Creator  with  certain  ilnahenahle  rights, 
*4  amongft  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  thepurfuitof 
•'  happineiV.  That  to  fecure  tliefe  rights,  governments 
*'  are  inftituted  amongft  men,  deriving  their  juft 
"  powers  from  the  confe:  t  of  the  governed ;  that 
"  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  deftruc- 
*'  tive  of  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 
'*  alter  and  abolifti  ?t,  an-d  to  inlHtute  a  new  govern- 
"  ment.  " 

(C  Thefe,  then,  are  the  principles,  to  fupport  which 

f*  we  drew  the  fword  againft  our  former  foverei^n,. 

F  2  "  This 
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"  This  was  the  condition,  on  which  we  hazarded 
*c  our  all.     In  fulfilling   our  part   of  the   compact 
"  we  have  loft  our  time,  our  property  ;  many  of  us 
"  our  health  and  our  limbs,  and  the  lives  of  friends 
"  and  relations  the  moft  dear  to  us.     But  how  have 
"  the  Congrefs   and  other  men  in  power  fulfilled 
"  their  part  of  this  compact  ?     Inflead  of  becoming 
"  all  equal,  is  not  the  inequality  greater  than  ever  ? 
"  Have  not  our  rulers  fattened  on  the  war,  while  it 
(t  has  reduced  us  to  a  ftate  of  ftarvation  and  rags  ? 
"  In  one  fhort  and  comprehenfivedefcription,  are  we 
"  not  become  a  nation  of  grandees,  and  of  beggars  ? 
"  We  were  told  that  among  ft  our  unalienable 
cc  rights,  were  'life,  liberty,  and  the  furfuit  of  hap pi- 
cc  ne/s*     QurKves  have  not,  indeed,  been  taken  from 
"  us  ;    our  fouls  have  not,  as  yet,    been  alienated 
f(  from  our  bodies  ;  but  every  comfort  of  life  has  been 
"  alienated.     We  have  no  liberty  but  the  liberty  of 
"  choofing  the  means  of  putting  an  end  to  our  mife- 
"  ries  ;  and  we  cannot  efteem  it  a  very  great  favour 
"  to  have  our  choice  between  a  rope  and  a  knife. 
cc  The  *  pur  fait  of  happinefs1  is  a  blefling,  which,  we 
"  muft  confefs,  we  enjoy  in  its  fulleft  extent ;  for,  if 
"  we  may  judge  from  our  prefent  profpects,  it  is  a 
<c  purfuit  that  will  end  but  with  our  lives. 

"  The  remedy  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  very 
"  perfons,  of  whole  conduct  we  now  complain, 
"  '  Whenever/  fays  the  Declaration,  c  any  form  of 
ct  government  becomes  deftructive  of  thefe  ends, 
ic  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  ALTER  AND  ABO- 
6<  LTSH  IT/  We  wifh  not  tq  go  ft>  far.  Vvre  wifli 
"  not  to  abolifli,  nor  do  we  wifh  to  alter  the  Govern- 
^  naent ;  but  we  wifh  that  Government  to  redrefs 
"  our  grievances,  which  we  can  beft  recite  by  a  com- 
u  parifon  between  them  and  thofe  grievances  which 
"  are  let  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
i.  "  He'*  (the  King)  "has  refufed  his  nfTent  to  laws, 
"  the  moft  wholefome  and  neceflliry  for  .the  public 

"  And 
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cc  And  fo  have  our  new  rulers.  Nay,  they  have 
ce  not  only  refufed,  and  do  ftill  refufe  to  pafs  laws, 
*'  the  moft  wholefome  and  necefTary  for  the  public 
*'  good,  but  they  have  paffed  other  laws,  deftruc- 
"  tive  of  the  public  good ;  which  laws  they  keep 
"  in  full  force  againft  the  will  and  the  repeated 
u  complaints  of  the  people. 

2.  "  He  has  made  Judges  dependant  on  his  will  alone, 
"  for  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and 
"  payment  of  their  falaries." 

<e  Not  only  are  Judges  at  prefent  dependant  in 
"  many  cafes  on  the  will  of  the  Congrefs  and  State 
u  Legiflatures,  but  thefe  bodies  have  themfelves 
"  ufurped  the  office  of  Judges,  and  have,  and  do 
"  ftill,  exercife  the  functions  of  both  Judges  and  Jurors. 

3.  "  He'  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new   offices,  and 
"  fent  hither  fwarms  of  officers  to  harafs  our  people, 
"  and  eat  out  their  fubftance." 

tf  Since  the  iffuing  of  this  Declaration,  offices 
"  have  increafed  in  number  a  hundred-fold  ;  we  are 
"  haraffed  from  the  riling  to  the  going  down  of  the 
"  fun ;  officers  of  all  denominations  and  degrees 
"  fwarm  about  us  as  thick  as  the  locufts  of  Egypt, 
"  and  it  matters  little  to  us  whether  they  come  from 
"  a  foreign  country,  or  creep  out  of  our  native  earth. 
*•*  That  they  eat  up  our  fubftance,  we  have  but  too 
"  clear  a  proof  in  the  mifery  that  univerfally  prevails, 
"  where  peace  and  plenty  formerly  as  univerfally 
<c  refided.  Once  we  were  like  lambs  Hying  in  a  paf-  k 
<c  ture,  where  we  could  bafk  and  feed  at  one  and  the 
"  fame  time ;  now  we  are  like  dogs  fnarling  and 
"  fighting  for  the  bones  that  come  from  the  tables  of 
"  our  matter. 

4.  "He  has  quartered  large  bodies  of  armed  troops 
"  amongft  us.     He  has  rendered  the  military  inde- 
"  pendent  of,  and  fuperior  to,  the  civil  power." 

"  Thofe  who  rule  us  at  prefent   have  no  other 
"  power  but  the  military,  whereby  they  hold  us  in 

F  3  <c  fubjeclion 
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"  fubje£ion  to  their  will ;  and,  to  add  to  our  morti- 
"  fication  and  difgrace  on  this  fcore,  they  compel 
"  one  part  of  the  community  to  bear  arms  againfl 
"  the  other. 

5.  "He  has  cut  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the. 
"  world." 

"  We  fcarcely  know  what  the  King  did  in  this 
"  refpecl  ;  but  this  we  know,  that,  before  the  war, 
"  our  fea-ports  were  in  a  flouri filing  condition,  and 
"  that  they  are  now  as  deftitute  of  commerce  as 
<c  our  pockets  are  of  money.  We  have  no  trade, 
"  no  credit,  and  have  no  hope  that  either  will  return 
"  to  our  unfortunate  country. 

6.  "  He  has  abolimed  the  free  fyflem  of  Englijk  laws 
"  in  Canada.    He  has  taken  away  our  own  charters, 
"  and  altered  fundamentally  the  forms  of  orur  Go- 
u  vernment." 

"  It  was,  perhaps,  no  great  matter  to  us  what 
ce  was  done  in  Canada ;  and  we  are  forry,  that,  as 
"  the  abolifhing  of  *  the  free  fyflem  of  Englijh  laws' 
cs  there  was  fo  great  an  evil,  it  was  imitated  here.  If 
"  the  King  did  wrong  in  altering  '  fundamentally 
"  the  forms  of  our  Government,'  why  are  not  thofe 
"  forms  rejlored,  inftead  of  being  completely  anni- 
"  hilated? 

"  We  marvel,  that  in  this  Declaration,  which  was 
cf  intended  to  proclaim  to  the  world  all  the  grievances 
"  that  urged  us  to  take  up  arms,  the  Congrefs  took 
"  no  notice  of  the  unjuft  and  oppreffive  taxes  that 
€(  were  attempted  to  be  forced  on  us,  and  which, 
"  in  our  fimple  judgment,  were  the  chief  caufe  of 
"  reiiftance.  Our  rulers  a6led  wifely.  They  fore- 
cc  faw,  perhaps,  that  they  themfelves  fhould  foon 
"  load  us  with  taxes,  compared  to  which,  the  duty 
"  on  ftamps  and  on  tea  would  appear  as  a  feather  in 
"  the  balance ;  they  doubllefs  forefaw,  that,  after 
"  feven  years  of  toil,  danger,  devaluation,  and 
"  bloodfned,  we  fhould  be  compelled  to  pay  taxes 
2  "  ten 
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"  ten  times  heavier  than  the  Britifh  Parliament  even 
"  wifhed  to  impofe  on  ns.  What  burdens  that  un- 
"  juft  affembly  might  have  bad  in  contemplation,  it 
"  is  impoffible  for  us  to  fay  ;  but,  if  th:  ir  rapacity 
tf  could  have  invented  modes  of  extortion  more  op- 
"  preflive  and  arbitrary  than  tbofe  which  are  now 
"  praftifed  on  us,  they  furpafs  in  ingenuity  and 
*'  cruelty  any  let  of  tyrants  we  have  ever  heard  of, 
"  not  exceptingthe  Spanifh  Inquifition,  or  the  Turk- 
"  ifli  Divan. 

"  It  being  then  clearly  ftated  in  the  Declaration  of 
"  Independence,  that.  (  Whenever  any  form  of  go- 
"  vernment  becomes  deftrucliive  of  life,  liberty,  and 
"  the  furfult  of  happinefs,  the  people  have  a  right  to 
"  alter  and  abohJJi  it  ;'  and  it  being  no  lefs  clear,  that 
"  the  form  of  government  which  we  now  have,  has 
<c  been,  and  yet  is,  deflruclive  of  all  three,  it  natu- 
"  rally  follows,  as  a  fair  and  evident  deduction,  that 
"  we,  the  people,  have  a  right  immediately  to  alter 
"  and  abolifh  the  Government,  under  which  we  are 
"  fpinning  out  a  miferable  exiftence.  Yet  we  wifh 
"  not  to  proceed  harihly  or  haftily  ;  we  aik  for  a  re- 
"  drefs  of  our  grievances  ;  and  this  we  are  refolved  to 
"  obtain,  or  perifh  in  the  attempt/' 

Such  were  the  fentiments  of  the  people  at  large ; 
for  though  the  infurreclion  at  Maflachufetts  was 
not  very  formidable,  the  fpirit  that  gave  rife  to  it 
was  far  from  being  confined  to  a  few  breads, — 
But  the  prefs  was  in  a  ftate  of  fuch  abjecl:  flavery, 
and  the  power  both  civil  and  military  was  fo  com 
pletely  veiled  in  the  leading  Whigs,  who  took 
care  to  accufe  of  Toryifm  every  one  who  dared  to 
refift,  or  even  to  complain,  that  refinance  was 
overawed,  and  complaint  was  fHfled. 

It  was  evident,  however,  that  this  ft  ate  of  things 
could  notj3e  of  loilg  duration.  A  fyftem  of  terror 
may  fubdue,  for  a  while  ;  but  finally,  it  is  fure  to 
produce  the  deitrudion  of  thofe  who  feek  for  protec- 

F  4  tion 
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tion  from  it.  Such  a  fyftem  has  in  France  already 
fwept  off  four  fuceeffive  fets  of  tyrants,  and  it  will 
fweep  off  the  prefent  tyrant  (Bonaparte),  and  every 
other  that  fhall  have  the  folly  to  puriue  it. 

The  leading  American  Whigs  (I  fpeak  with  fome 
exceptions)  were  full  as  tyrannical  in  their  difpofi- 
tions,  and  rapacious  in  their  wlfhes,  as  any  of  the 
French  uiurpers,  Robefpierre  and  Bonaparte  not 
accepted  ;  but  being  more  cunning,  they  had  the 
prudence  to  relax  before  it  was  too  late.  Therefore, 
to  preferve  their  power,  to  prevent  the  people  from 
returning  to  their  allegiance,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  foften  their  lot,  they  found  it  neceiTary  to  have 
recourfe  to  a  new  confederation,  and  tpforrn  a.  new 
General  Government,  approaching  as  near  as  they 
could  venture  to  bring  it  to  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain.  Some  of  thefe  leading  Whigs  were,  in  this 
inftance,  certainly  actuated  by  a  pure  love  for  their 
country.  Others,  and  a  far  greater  part  of  the 
whole,  faw  in  the  meafure  a  new  field  for  the  gra 
tification  of  thejr  vanity  and  felfifhnefs.  All  the 
Tories  v/ho  remained  in  the  States,  and  who  ftill 
formed  a  vaft  rpajority  of  the  peaceable,  induftrious, 
honeft,  fober,  and  wealthy  inhabitants,  cordially 
gave  it  their  concurrence.  Indeed  good  men  of  all 
parties  and  clafTes  fighed  for  an  efficent  Government 
of  fome  fort  or  other.  They  were  tired  of  living 
without  lav/  and  juftice,  without  peace  and  fecurity  ; 
and,  perhaps,  the  circumftance  of  the  old  Congrefs 
being  (lainec),  with  the  name  of  rebel,  a  name  which 
even  rebels  (J^like,  had  no  trifling  fhare  in  produ 
cing  the  unaVimity  with  which  it  was  decried,  and 
finally  explode  4- 

But  to  perfuade  the  ignorant  multitude  to  agree  to 
the  adoption  of  aftrong  Government,  was  no  eafy 
matter  ;  and  he  leading  Whigs  themfelves  felt  great 
reluclance  toadopt  what  might  be  called  "an  imita 
tion  of  a  Government,  which  they  had,  though 

falfely 
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falfely  and  malicioufly,  accnfed  of  every  vice  that 
can  poffibly  be  afcvibcd  to  any  human  mfulution, 
To  do  fomething  was,  however,  abfolutely  neccf- 
fary  ;  and  they  accordingly  began  their  operations, 
which  they  conducted  with  great  caution,  and  with 
greater  fuccefs  than  they  could  poilibly  hope  for. 

They,  as  was  their  cuftom  in  all  extra  ordinary 
emergencies,  had  recourle  to  a  general  and  fyiiera.- 
atic  ufe  of  the  prefs.  It  is  truly  curious  to  obferve 
the  change  which  their  language  now  ailurned.  I 
quote  that  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Ruih,  as  n.  i'pecimen  •; 
the  paffage  is  taken  from  an  EfFay  whirh  he  pub- 
lifhed,  1787*  with  a  view  to  aid  in  bringing  aljout 
the  propofed  change. 

"  Tfie  confederation,  together  with  rnoft  of  our 
"  State  Cpnliitutions,  ^vere  formed  under  very  un- 
"  favourable  circumflances.  We  had  ju.fi:  emerged, 
*'  from  a cprruptecl  monarchy.  Although  we  under- 
"  flood  perfectly  the  principles  of  liberty,  yet  moft 
*c  of  us  were  ignorant  of  the  forms  and  combina- 
*c  tions  of  power  in  republics.  Add  to  this,  the 
"  Britifh  army  was  in  the  heart  of  our  country, 
"  fpreading  delegation,  wherever  it  went  :  our  re-? 
fc  fentments,  pf  courfe,  were  awakened.  We  de- 
"  tefted  the  Britifh  name  ;  and  unfortunately  refufed 
<c  to  copy  fome  things  in  the  adminiitration  of  juf- 
"  tice  and  power,  in  the  Britifh  Government,  wMcli 
€*  have  made  it  the  admiration  and  envy  of  the  ivorLL 
s€  In  pur  pppofition  to  monarchy,  we  forgot  that 
"  the  temple  of  tyranny  has  two  doors.  We  bolted 
"  one  of  them  by  proper  reftraints  ;  but  we  left  the 
"  other  open,  by  neglecting  to  guard  againffc  the 
"  effects  of  our  own  ignwance  and  licentioufnefs. 

"  It  is  often  faid,  that  '  the  ibvereign  and  all 
"  other  po\yer  is  feated  in  the  people/  This  idea  is 
"  unhappily  expreffed.  It  fhould  be — *  all  power 
"  is  derived  from  the  people.'  They  poffefs  it; 
5t  only  on  the  days  of  their  ele-Stions.  After  this  it 
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<c  is  iJie  property  of  their  rulers  ;  nor  can  they  exer* 
"  cife  or  relume  it,  unlefs  it  be  abufed.  It  is  of  ira- 
*'  portance  to  circulate  this  idea,  as  it  leads  to  order 
*c  and  good  government. 

"  The  people  of  America  Iiave  miflaken  the 
ct  meaning  of  the  \\ov  (\foverelgnty :  hence  each  State 
"  pretends  to  bcfovereign.  In  Europe,  it  is  applied 
"  only  to  thole  States  which  poffefs  the  power  of 
*'  making  war  and  peace— of  forming  treaties,  and 
'*  the  like.  As  this  power  belongs  only  to  Congrefs, 
<c  they  are  the  only  Sovereign  power  in  the  United 
"  States. 

"  We  commit  a.iiroilarmiffake  in  our  ideas»of  the 
*c  word  independent.  No  individual  State,  as  fuch, 
"  has  any  claim  to  independence.  She  is  inde- 
te  pendent  only  in  a  union  with  her  filter  States  in 
"  Congrefs."" 

By  paltry  fubtcrfuges  like  thefe  did  this  man,  and 
ieveral  others,  who,  like  him,  had  been  the  mod 
malicious  rebels,  zind  the  molt  foul  calumniators  of 
the  Britilh  King,  Nation,  and  Government,  endea 
vour  to  exlradt  from  the  minds  of  the  people,  the 
poifon  which  themfelves  had  infufed.  Some  few- 
might,  poiiibly,  be  reconciled  to  the  contemplated 
mea-fure,  by  fuch  flimfy  devices  ;  but  the  far  greater 
number  and  more  refpedable  part  of  the  nation* 
gave  their  confent  and  their  aid,  from  a  conviction 
of  the  neceffity  of  an  efficient  iyftem,  to  which  no 
final  1  part  of  them  joined  a  hope,  that  the  new  Go 
vernment  would  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  refemble 
the  Government  of  England,  to  which  experience 
had  increafed  their  attachment. 

After  the  fubjecl:  had  for  fome  time  been  difcufTed 
in  the  newfpapers,  the  State  Legillatures  began  to 
take  it  up,  having  previouily  taken  care  to  procure 
addreffes  to  themfelves  from  the  people,  requefting 
them  fo  to  do.  An  addrefs  for  this  end,  prefented 
by  fome  of  the  people  in  Virginia,  was  worded 
thus  :  "  As 
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«  As  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  we  cannot 
<c  remain  unconcerned  fpedators  of  the  alarming 
"  picture  of  national  diftrefs,  prefented  by  Congrefs 
"  to  the  world,  in  their  late  addrefs  ;  we  arc  far  from 
<?  condemning  their  unreferved  communication,  if 
*c  expedients  are  the  refources  of  the  weak,  fecrccy 
"  is  the  cloak  of  the  hafe  mind.  We  wifh  they 
"  had  gone  farther,  and  propofed  a  radical  cure  for 
"  a  radical  evil.  The  confederal  con  filiation,  whiKl 
"  it  prcfents  a  comedy  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  will 
"  prove  in  the  end  a  tragedy  to  ourfelves,  and  our 
"  diftrefs  will  be  attended  with  fo  much  ridicule,  lhat 
"  we  fhall  lofe  the  confolation  of  pity. 

"  Government  without  coercion,  is  a  proportion 
"  at  once  fo  abfurd  and  fel [-contradictory,  that  the 
"  idea  creates  a  confufion  of  the  underftandinp* — it 

c"> 

"  is  form  without  fuhftance — at  belt  a  body  without 
"  a  foul.  If  men  would  act  right,  Government  of  all 
"  kinds  would  be  ufclcfs — if  States  or  Nations,  v  ho 
"  are  but  affemblages  of  men,  would  do  right,  there 
"  would  be  no  wars  or  diforder  in  the  univcrfe. 
"  Bad  as  individuals  are,  vStates  are  worfe. — 
"  Clothe  men  with  public  authority,  and  almofi: 
"  univerfally  they  contider  themfelves  as  liberated 
"  from  the  obligations  of  moral  rectitude,  becaufe 
tf  they  are  no  longer  amenable  to  juftice. 

(f  Congrefs,  with  a  preis,  during  the  life  of  paper 
"  money  did  wonders.  Since  it  naturally  died, 
"  they  have  had  the  power  of  emitting  bills  and  bor- 
"  rowing  money,  without  funds  to  gain  credit  ;  of 
"  railing  an  army,  and  equipping  a  navy,  without 
"  the  means  of  building  a  fhip,  or  fubfifting  a  fol- 
"  dier  ;  of  fending  ambaffadors,  who  divulge  our 
(e  diftrefs  abroad,  and  render  our  poverty  more  fplen- 
"  didly  confpicuous,  making  treaties,  which  they 
"  cannot  enforce  the  execution  of,  and  with  nations 
"  who  can  derive  every  advantage  from  us  better 

"  without 
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"  without  them;  and  finally,  they  prefent  tbem- 
"  felves  a  fpe&acle  fo  ludicrous,  that  we  cannot  help 
"  being  diverted  at  our  own  calamities. 

"  The  melioration  of  a  conititution,  founded  on 
^  fueh  falfe  and  incompatible  principles,  feems  in 
"  every  view  almoft  impoffible  ;  but  expedients  pro- 
<c  poied,  which  require  the  unanimous  concurrence 
"  of  thirteen  feparate  Legiflatures,  differing  in  inte- 
*' ,  refts,  difttaS  in  habits,  and  oppolite  from  prcju- 
"  dices,  have  fo  repeatedly  failed,  that  they  no  longer 
<c  furnifh  a  ray  of  hope. — We  pray  therefore  for  the 
"  day  when  we  fhall  fee  a  National  Convention  fit, 
"  compofed  of  the  beft  and  ableft  men  in  the  Union, 
*;  a  majority  of  whom  fhall  be  invefied  with  the 
"  power  of  altering  it.  It  is  now  fo  bad  as  to  defy 
"  the  malice  and  ingenuity  of  fortune  to  make  it 
46  worfe." 

After  feveral  fruitlefs  attempts  to  form  a  National 
Convention,  compofed  of  deputies  from  all  the  thir 
teen  States,  one  was  at  laft  aflembled  at  Annapolis, 
in  Maryland,  to  which   delegates  were  fent  from 
every  one,  Rhode  Ifland  excepted,  which  continued 
refraclory  for  a  long  time,  notwithstanding  threats 
like  thefe  :  "  Rhode  IJland  has  refufed  to  co-operate 
*'  in  this  bufinefs.    From  her  a nti federal  difpo(ition 
4t  nothing  better  could  have  been  expected.     To 
*'  that  State  it  is  owing  that  the  continental  impoft 
"  has  not  taken  place.    To  her  may  be  charged  the 
*'  poverty  of  the  foldiers  of  the  late  army,  the  heavy 
"  taxes  of  our  citizens >  and  the  embarraffed  ftate  of 
"  the  public   finances.     It  is,   however,   lincerely 
<e  hoped  and  wifhed,  that  her  diffent  will  never 
Vc  more  be  permitted  to  defeat  any  federal  meafure. 
4C  Rather  let  her  be  dropped  out  of  the  Union,  or  ap- 
"  portioned  to  the  different  Slates  that  fur  round  her'9 
It  was  an  atrocious  calumny  to  accufe  Rhode  IJland 
of  the  crime  of  having  cauibd  the  heavy  taxes  which 
r>reifed  upon  the  people.    Thofe  taxes  arofe  out  of 
-  r  the 
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the  rebellion,  into  which  Rhode  Iflnncl  had 
dragged  by  MafTachufetts.     Nor  was  it  very  con- 
iiftcnt  with  thofe   notions  of  liberty ',  of  nnalienabh 
rights,  and  perfeft  independence,   which  had  been  fo 
long  and  fo  loudly  inculcated,  to  compel  her  to  join 
in  what  fhe  did  not  approve  of,  upon  pain  of  being 
"  dropped  out  of  the  Union"  or  u  apportioned  to  the 
"  different  States furrounding  her?*    But  Rhode  Ifland 
was  fmall  and  weak ;  circumftances  quite  fufficient 
to  encourage  the  other  twelve  States  to  act  towards 
her  with  infolencc  and  injuftice.    They  did,  how 
ever,  forbear  from  fuch  conduct.     Leaving  her  to 
feel    the  fatal  effects  of   her  obftinacy,    they   pro 
ceeded  to  form  a  Federal  Confutation.    The  Con 
vention  of  Deputies  met  for  the  purpofe,  and  chole 
General  Washington  for  their  Prefident,  on  the  14th 
of  May,  1797*    The  feffion  clofed  on  the  i7th  of 
September,  in  the  fame  year,  when  the  Conftitutiou, 
as  it  now  (lands,  was  agreed  upon,  and  preferred  for 
the  ratification  of  the  refpecYive  States.     When  the. 
firft  Congrefs  met  under  the  new  Conftitution,  fome 
amendments  were  added. 

Several  of  the  States  ratified  with  great  reluctance ; 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  fay,  that  a  majority  of 
them  yielded  from  a  dread  of  anarchy,  rather  than 
from  their  approbation  of  the  new  Conftitution. 
North  Carolina,  though  fhe  had  fent  Deputies  to 
the  Convention,  refufetl,  for  a  long  time,  to  ratitV 
the  inflrument  which  that  Convention  had  agreed 
on.  Rhode  Ifland  ftill  continued  refractory  ;  and 
though  the  Conflitution  was,  at  laft,  ratified  by  all 
the  States,  there  ftill  exited,  with  refpecl  to  it/that 
difference  of  opinion  and  difcontent,  which  fowed 
the  feeds  of  thofe  factions  that  have  lince  poifoned 
the  felicity  of  a  country,  which,  with  fome  abate 
ments  as  to  climate,  might,  by  a  well-poifed  and 
efficient  government,  have  been  rendered  one  of  the 
happiefl  in  the  world. 

FEDERAL 
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FEDBKAL  CONSTITUTION. 

We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more 
perfect  union,  eftablifli  juftice,  enfure  domeftic  tranquillity,  pro 
vide  ror  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
fecurc  the  bleffings  of  liberty  to  ourfelves  and  our  pofterity,  do 
ordain  and  eiiabiifli  this  Constitution  for  the  United  states  of 
America. 

ARTICLE  I.     SECTION  I. 

All  legislative  powers  herein  granted,  fhall  be  vefted  in  a  Con- 
grefs  or'  the  United  States,  which  (hall  confiil  of  a  Senate  and  a 
Ho ufe  of  Rep.dentatives. 

SECTION  IT, 

I.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  (hall  confift  of  members  cho- 
fen  every  fecond  year,  by  the  people  of  the  ieveral  States :  and 
the  electors  in  each  State  fhali  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for 
electors  of  the  mo  ft  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature. 

II.  No  perfonfhall  be  a  Reprefentative,  who  fhall  not  have  at 
tained  to  the  age  of  tv;enty-five  years,  and   been  leven  years  a 
Citizen  of  the  United  States  ;  and  who   (hall  not,  when  elected, 
be  an  inhabitant  of  that  Stare  in  which  he  fhall  be  chofen. 

III.  Reprefentatives  and   direct    taxes    fliall    be    apportioned 
among  the  ieveral  States  which  may  be  included  in  this  Unionj, 
according  to  their  refpective  numbers,  which  fliall  be  determined 
by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  perfons,  including  thofe 
bound  to  fervice  for  a  term    of  years,  an,l  excluding  Indians  not 
taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  other  perfons.     The  actual  enumeration 
ihall  be  made  within  three  years  after  the  firft  meeting  of  the  Con- 
grefs  of  ihe  United  States ;  and  within  every  fubfequent  term  of 
ten  years,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fliall  by  law  direct.     The  num 
ber  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thou- 
iand;  but  each  State  (hall  have  at  lead  one  Reprefentative;  and 
until  fuch  enumeration  fliall  be   made,  the  State  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire  fliall  be  entitled  to  choofe  three  ;  Maflachufetta  eight ;   Rhode 
liland  and  Providence  Plantations,  one;  Connecticut,  five;  New- 
York,  fix;  New-Jerfey,  four;  Penufylvania,  eight;    Delaware, 
one;    Mrsrybnd,    fix;  Virginia,    ten;    North   Carolina,   five; 
Sr.u  th  Carolina,  five;  and  Georgia,  three. 

IV.  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  Reprefentation  from  any 
State,  the  tvjcutive  authority  thereof  (hall  ifTue  writs  of  elections 
to  riilfuch  v.icancies. 

V.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall   choofe  their  Speaker 
and  other  officers ;  and  fliail  have  the  fole  power  of  impeachment^ 

SECTION  III. 

I.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  fliall  be  conipofed  of  two 
Senators  from  each  State,  chofen  by  the  Legiilarure  thereof,  for 
fix  years :  and  each  Senator  ihall  have  one  vote. 

II. 
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IT,  Immediately  after  they  fhall  be  afTembled,  in  co-nfcquenoe 
of  the  firft  election,  they  fliall  be  divided,  as  equally  as  n,uy  l>^ 
into  three  claffes.  The  feats  of  the  Senators  of  the  firft  cl.ii's  flialj 
be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  iecond  year ;  ot  the  fecond 
clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year;  and  of  the  third  cirrfk, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  fixth  year  :  Ib  that  one  third  may  be  chofera 
every  fecond  year.  And  if  vacancies  happen,  by  retignation  or 
otherwife,  during  the  recefs  of  the  Legiilature  of  any  State,  the 
executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the 
next  meet-ing  of  the  Legiflature,  which  iliali  tlien  fill  fuch  va 
cancies. 

III.  No  perfon  fliall  be  a  Senator,  who  fliall  not  have  attained 
to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years  a  Citizen  of  the 
United  States  ;   and  who  fliall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant 
of  that  State  for  which  he  fliall  be  chofen. 

IV.  The  Vice-prefidentof  the  United  States  fliall  be  Prefident 
of  the  Senate  ;  but  fliall  have  no  vote,  unlefs  they  be  equally  di 
vided. 

V.  The  Senate  fliall  choofe  their  other  officers.,  and  alfo  n  Pne- 
iident  pro  tempore,  in  the  abfenceof  the  Vice-pi  ekdent,  or  vvhea 
he  fliall  exerclie  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States. 

VI.  The  Senate  fliall  have  the  iole  power  to  try  all  impeach 
ments.    When  fitting  for  that  purpofe,  they  fnall  be  on  oath  or  af 
firmation.    When  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  is  tried,  the 
Chief  Ju (lice   (hall  prelide  :  and  no    perfon  fliall   be   convicted., 
without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  pr.eicnt. 

VII.  Judgment,  in  cafes  of  impeachment,   fliall  not  extend  fur 
ther  than' to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and 
enjoy  any  ofBce  of  honour,  trull,  or  profit,  under   the  United 
States.     But  the  party  convicted  fliall,  neverthelefs,  be  liable  amd 
fubjeft  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punifhment  according 
to  law. 

SECTION  IV. 

I.  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Se 
nators  and.Reprefentatives,  fliall  be  prefcribedin  each  State  by  the 
Legiilature  thereof ;   but  theCongreis  may,  at  any  tune,   hv  law,, 
make  or  alter  fuch  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choofmg 
Senators. 

II.  The  Congrefs  ihall  aflemble  at  lead  once  in  every  year  :  and 
fuch  meeting  (hall  be  on  the  firft  Monday  in  December,  .unlds 
they  fliall  by  law  appoint  a  different  day. 

SECTION  V. 

I.  Each  Houfe  fliall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members  ;  and  a  majority  of  each  (hall 
conftitute  a  quorum  to  do  bufinefs  :  but  a  fmalier  number  rnav  ad 
journ  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the  at 
tendance  of  abfent  members,  in  fuch  manner,  and  under  fuch  pe 
nalties  as  each  Houfe  may  provide. 

If. 
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IT.  Each  Houfe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceeding^  j 
punifli  its  members  for  cliibrderly  behaviour  ;  and,  with  the  con 
currence  of  two  thirds,  expel  a  member. 

III.  Each  Houfe  (hall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings ;  and 
from  time   to  time  publlfti  the  fame,  excepting  iuch  parts  as  maV" 
in  their  judgment  recjuire  fecrecy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays,  of  the 
members  of  cither  Houfe,  on  any  queftion,  (hall,  at  the  defire  of 
one  fifth  of  thofe  prefect,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

IV.  Neither  Houfe,  during  the  feffion  of  Congrefs,  fliall,  with 
out  the  confent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days, 
nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houfes  (hall  be 
fitting. 

SECTION  VI. 

I.  The  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  fliall  receive  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  their  fervices,  to  be  afcertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of 
the  treafury  of  the  United  State?.    They  (hali,  in  all  cafes,  except 
treaffjn,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arreit, 
during  their  attendance  at  the  feflion  of  their  refpeclive  Houfes, 
and  in  going  to,  and  returning  from  the  fame  :  and  for  any  fpeech 
or  debate  in  either  Houfe,  they  (hall  not  be  queflioned  in  any  other 
place. 

II.  No  Senator  or  Representative  fliall,  during  the  time  for  which 
be  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office,  under  the  autho 
rity  of  the  United  States,  which  fliall  have  been  created,  or  the 
emoluments  of  which  flial!  have  been  increafed  during  fuch  time  : 
and  no  perfon  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  (hall  be 
a  member  of  either  Houle  during  his  continuance  in  office. 

SECTION  VII. 

I.  All  bills  for  railing  revenue  fliall  originate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Representatives :    but   the  Senate   fliall  propofe   or  concur  with 
amendments,  as  on  other  bills. 

II.  Every  bill  which  (hall  have  patted  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  and  the  Senate,  fliall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be  prefented 
to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States.     If  he  approve,  he  (hall  fign 
it ;   bin  it  not,  he  Hull  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  that  Houfe 
in  which  it  (hall  have  originated,  who  fliall  enter  the  objections  at 
large  on  their  journal?,  arid  proceed  to  confider  it.     If,  after  fuch 
recon  fide  ration,  two  thirds  of  that  Houfe  fliall  agree  to  pafs  the 
bill,  it  fliall   be  unr,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other 
lloufc,  bv  which  it  flip.  11  fikewife  be  reconlidered  :  and,  if  approved 
by  two  thirds  rf  tl»«it  Hi.ufe,  it  (hall  become  a  law.    But  in  all  fuch 
c^kv,  the  votes  of  both  Houfes  fliall  be  determined  by  yeas  and 
rn\ c :  and  the  names  of  the  perfons  voting  for  and  again  ft  the  bill 
(hail  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  Houfe  respectively.  If  any 
bill  fhall  not  he  returned  by  the  Preiident  within  ten  days  (Sundays 
excr;;red)  after  it  (hall  have  been  prefented  to  him,  the  fame  (hall 
be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  figned  it,  unlefs  the  Congrefs, 
bv  their  adjournment,  prevent  its  return,  in  which  cafe  it  fliall  not 
be  a  law.    "  1H- 
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III.  Every  order,  refolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence 
«>f  the  Senate  nnd  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  may  be  neceflary,  ex 
cept  oa  a  queflion  of  adjournment,  (hall  be  prefented  to  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States  ;  and  before  the  lame  (hall  take  effect, 
be  approved  by  him  ;  or  being  difapproved  by  him,  ftiall  be  re- 
palled  by  two  thirds  of  both  Houies,  according  to  the  rules  and 
limitation*,  prefcribed  in  the  cafe  of  a  bilU 
SECTION  VIII. 

The  Congrels  fhall  have  power> 

I.  To  'ay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  impofts,  and  excifes ;  to  pay 
the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel 
fare  of  the  United  States:  but  all  duties,  impofts,  and  excifes, 
fhall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States. 

II.1  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

III.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among 
the  itveral  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

IV.  To  eftablifli  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniform, 
laws    on  the  fubjeft    of  bankruptcies,  throughout  the  United 
States. 

V*  To  coin  money  ;  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign 
coin  ;  and  fix  the  ftandard  of  weights  and  meafures. 

VI.  To  provide  for  the  punifliment  of  counterfeiting  the  fecu- 
rities  and  current  coin  of  the  United  States. 

VII.  To  eftablifli  poft-offices  and  poft-roads. 

VIII.  To  promote  the  progrels  of  icience  and  ufeful  arts,  by 
fecuring  for  limited  rimes,  to  authors  and  inventors,  the  exclufive 
right  to  their  refpeclive  writings  and  difcoveries. 

IX.  To  conftitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

Xi  To  define  and  punifli  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the 
high  leas,  and  offences  againft  the  law  of  nations. 

XL  To  declare  war ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal ;  and 
make  rules  concerning  captures  on  land  and  water. 

XII.  To  raife  and  fupport  armies.    But  no  appropriation  of 
money  for  that  ufe  (hall  be  fora  longer  term  than  two  years. 

XIII.  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy. 

XIV.  To  make  rules  fof  the  government  and  regulation  of  tfce 
Jand  and  naval  forces. 

XV.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  to  execute  the  Iaw» 
of  the  Union,  iupprefs  infurreftions^  and  repel  invafions. 

XVI.  To  provide  for  organizing,  anting,  and  difciplining  the 
militia,  and  for  governing  luch  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  j  referving  to  the  States  refpec- 
lively  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  train 
ing  the  militia  according  to  the   discipline  prefcribed  by  Con- 
grefs. 

XVII.  To  exercife  exclufive  legifl^ion,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever 
over  fuch  diftricl  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  fquare),  as  may,  by  cef- 
fion  of  particular  States,  and  the  acceptance  of  Congrcft,  become 

VOL.  i.  G  the 
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the  feat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ;  and  to  exercife 
like  authority  over  all  places  purehafed  by  the  confent  of  the  Legif- 
lature  of  the  State  in  which  the  fame  fhall  be,  for  the  election  of 
forts,  magazines,  arfenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  build 
ings  ;  and, 

XVIII.  To  make  all  laws  which  fhall  be  neceflary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other 
powers  vefted  by  this  Conftitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 
SECTION  IX. 

I.  The  migration  or  importation  of  fuch  perfons  as  any  of  the 
States  now  exifting  fhall  think  proper  to  admit,  fliall  not  be  pro 
hibited  by  the  Congrefs,  prior  to  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hun 
dred  and  eight :  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  impofed  en  fuch  import 
ation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  perfon. 

II.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  fliall   not  be 
fufpended,  unlefs  when,  in  cafes  of  rebellion  or  invafion,  the  pub 
lic  fafety  may  require  it. 

III.  No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  poft  facto  law,  {hall  be  pafled. 

IV.  No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  fliall  be  laid,  unlefs  in  pro 
portion  to  the  cenfus  or  enumeration  herein  before  directed  to  be 
taken. 

V.  No  tax  or  duty  fliall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any 
State.   No  preference  fliall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce 
or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State,  over  thofe  of  another  ;  nor 
fliall  veflels  bound  to  or  from  one  State,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear, 
or  pay  duties  in  another. 

VI.  No  money  fliall  be  drawn  from  the  treafury,  but  in  confe- 
qnence  of  appropriations  made  by  law  ;  and  a  regular  ftatement 
and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money 
fliall  be  publiflied  from  time  to  time. 

VII.  No  title  of  nobility  fliali  be  granted  by  the  United  States : 
and  no  perfon  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  truft  under  them,  fliall, 
xvithout  the  confent  of  Congrefs,  accept  of  any  prefent,  emolu- 
ment,  office,  or  title  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King,  Prince, 
Or  foreign  State. 

SECTION  X. 

I.  No  State  fliall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation  ; 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  ;  coin  money  ;  emit  bills  of 
credit ;  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  diver  coin  a  tender  in  pay 
ment  of  debts  ;  pafs  any  bill  or"  attainder,  ex  poft  facto  law,  or 
law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  no 
bility.  ' 

II.  No  State  fhall,  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs,  lay  any  im 
port  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  maybe  abfolutely 
neceflary  for  executing  its  infpedtion  laws ;  and  the  net  produce 
of  all  duties  and  imports,  laid  by  any  State  on  imports  or  ex 
ports,  fliall  be  for  the  ufe  of  the  treafury  of  the  lamed  States  ; 

and 
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and  all  fuch  laws  fhall  be  fubjedt  to  the  revifion  and  control  of 
the  Congrefs.  No  State  fliall,  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs, 
lay  any  duty  on  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  fliips  of  war,  in  time  of 
peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  another  State,  or 
with  a  foreign  puwer,  or  engage  in  war  unlei's  actually  invaded,  or 
in  fuch  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay. 
ARTICLE  II.  SECTION  I. 

I.  The  executive  power   fliall  be  vefted  in  a  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  of  America.     He  fliall  hold  his  office  during  the  term 
of  four  years,  and   together  with  the  Vice  prefident,  chofen  for 
the  fame  term,  be  elected  as  follows  :< 

II.  i'.ach  State  fliail  appoint,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Legiflature 
thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors,  equal  to  the  whole  num 
ber  of  Senators  and  Repreientatives,  to  which  the  State  may  be 
entitled  in  the  (Mongrels.     But  no  Senator  or  Reprefentative,  or 
perfon  holding  an  office  of  truft  or  profit  under  the  United  States, 
fliall  be  appointed  an  elector. 

III.  The  electors  fliall  meet  in  tbeir  refpective  States,  and  vote 
by  ballot  for  two  perfons,  of  whom  one,  at  leaft,  fliail  n-.;t  bean 
inhabitant  of  the  fame  State  with  themfelves.   And  they  fliall  make 
a  lift  of  all  the  perfons  voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for 
each;  which  lift  they  fliall  fign  and  certify,  and  tranfmit  fealed 
to  the  feat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the 
Prefident  of  the  Senate.     The  Prefident  of  the  Senate  fliall,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Senate  and  Houfeof  Reprefentatives,  open  all  the 
certificates,  and  the  votes  fliall  then  be  counted     The  perfon  hav 
ing  the  greatelt  number  of  votes  fliall  be  the  Prefident,  if  fuch, 
number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed  ; 
and  if  there  be  more  than  one  who  have  fuch  majority,  and  have 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall 
immediately  choofe  by  ballot  one  of  them  for  Prefident:  and  if 
no  perfon  have  a  majority,  then  from  the  five  higheft  on  the  lift, 
the  faid  Houfe  fliall  in  like  manner  choofe  the  Prefident :  but  in 
choofing  the  Prefident,  the  votes  fliall  be  taken  by  States,  the  re- 
prefentation  from  each  State  having  one  vote:  a  quorum  for  this 
purpofe  fliall  confift  of  a  member  or  members  from  two  thirds  of 
the  States,  and  the  majority  of  all  the  States  fliall  be  neceflary  to 
a  choice.      In  every  cafe,  after  the   choice  of  the  Prefident,  the 
perfon   having  the'   greateft    number  of   votes  of   the  electors, 
fliall  be  the  Vice-prefident.    But  if  there   fhould  remain   two   or 
more  who  have  equal  votes,  the  Senate  fliall  choofe  from  them  by 
ballot  the  Vice-prefident.    . 

IV.  The  Congrefs  may  determine  the  time  of  choofing  the 
electors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  fliall  give  their  votes  ;  which 
day  fliall  be  the  fame  throughout  the  United  States. 

V.  No  perfon,  except  a  natural-born  citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this   Conftitution, 
(hall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Prefident,   Neither  fliall  any  perfan 
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be  eligible  to  that  offi:e,  who  fliall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of 
thirty -five  years,  and  been  fourteen  years  a  refideiit  within  the 
United  States. 

f  VI.  In  cafe  of  the  removal  of  the  P refident  from  office,  or  of 
his  death,  refignation,  or  inability  to  difcharge  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  faid  office,  the  fame  fliall  devolve  on  the  Vice-pre- 
fident  ;  and  the  Congrefs  may  by  law  provide  for  the  cafe  of  re 
moval,  death,  refignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  Prefident  and 
Vice-prefident,  declaring  what  officer  fliall  then  aft  as  Prefident : 
and  iuch  officer  flinll  a:t  accordingly,  until  the  difability  be  re 
moved,  or  a  Prefident  fliall  be  elected. 

VII.  The  President  fliall,  at  ftated  times,  receive  for  his  fer- 
vices  a  compenfation,  which  fliall  neither  be  increafed  nor  dimi- 
niflied  during  the  period  for  which  he  fliall  have  been  elected :  and 
he  fliall  not  receive,  within  that  period,  any  other  emolument  from 
the  United  States,  er  any  of  them. 

VIII.  Before  he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  fliall 
take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 

"  I  do  folemnly  fwear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the 
office  of  Prefident  of  the  United  States;  and  will,  to  the  beft  of 
my  ability,  pieferve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Conftitution  of  the 
United  States." 

SECTION  II. 

I.  The  Prefident  fliall  be  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  feveral  States, 
when  called  into  the  actual  fervice  of  the  United  States.     He  may 
require  the  opinion  in  writing  of  the  principal  officers  in  each  of 
the    executive     departments,    upon  any  f object   relating  to  the 
duties  of  their  refpective  offices :  and  he  fliall  have  power  to  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons  for  oif^nces  againil  the  United  States,  except 
in  cafes  of  impeachment. 

II.  He  fliall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of 
the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two  thirds  of  the  Senators 
prefent  concur:  and  he  fliall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad 
vice  snd  confent  of  the   Senate  fliall  appoint  ambafladors,  other 
public  Minifters  and  Confuls,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
all  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whofe  appointments  are  not 
herein  otherwife  provided  for,  and  which  fliall  be  eftabliflied  by 
law.  But  the  Congrefs  may  by  law  veft  the  appointment  of  fuch  in 
ferior  officers  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  Prefident  alone,  in   the 
courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments. 

III.  The  Prefident  fliall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that 
may  happen  during  the  recefs  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commif- 
fions,  which  fliall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  feflion. 

SECTION  III. 

He  fliall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congrefs  information  of 
the  ftate  of  the  Union  ;  and  recommend  to  their  confideration  fuch 
meafures  as  he  fliall  judge  ncceifary  and  expedient.  He  may,  on 
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extraordinary  occafions,  convene  both  Houfes,  or  either  of  them  ; 
and  in  cafe  of  difagreement  between  them,  with  refpe&  to  the 
time  of  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  fuch  time  as  he  (hall 
think  proper.  He  (hall  receive  ambaflfadors  and  other  public  mi- 
nifters.  He  fliall  take  care  th?t  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed, 
and  fliall  commiffion  all  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 
.SECTION  IV. 

The  President,  Vice  preiident,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States,  fliall  be  removed  from  office,  on  impeachment  for,  and  con 
viction  pf  treafon,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors. 
ARTICLE  IH.     SECTION  I. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  (hall  be  vefted  in  one 
Supreme  Court,  and  in  fuch  inferior  courts  as  the  Congrefs  may, 
from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  eftablifli.  The  Judges,  both  of 
the  Supreme  and  inferior  Courts,  (hall  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behaviour  ;  and  fliall,  at  ftated  times,  receive  for  their  fer- 
vices,  a  compenfation,  which  fliall  not  be  diminifjied  during  their 
continuance  in  office, 

SECTION  II. 

The  judicial  power  fliall  extend  to  all  cafes  in  law  and  equity 
arifing  under  this  Conftitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
treaties  made,  or  which  fliall  be  made  under  their  authority  ;  to  all 
cafes  affecting  Ambafladors,  other  public  Minifters  and  Confuls ; 
to  all  cafes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurildi&ion  ;  to  controver- 
fies  to  which  the  United  States  fliali  be  a  party ;  to  controverfies  be 
tween  two  or  more  States;  between  a  State  and  citizens  of  another 
State  ;  between  citizens  of  different  States ;  between  citizens  of  the 
fame  State,  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  States ;  and 
between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  States,  citizens, 
or  fubjefts. 

II.  In  all  cafes  affe&ing  Ambafladors,  other  public  Minifters  and 
Confuls,  and  thofe  in  which  a  State  fliall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme 
Court  fliall  have  original  jurifdiction.    In  all  the  other  cafes  before 
mentioned,  the  Supreme  Court  fliall  have  appellate  jurifdi<5rion  both 
as  to  law  and  faft,  with  fuch  exceptions,  and  under  fuch  regula 
tions,  as  the  Congrefs  fliall  make. 

III.  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment, 
ftiall  be  by  jury  ;  and  fuch  trial  fliall  be  held  in  the  State  where 
the  faid  crimes    fliall  have  been  committed  ;  but   when  not  com 
mitted  within  any  State,  the  trial  fliall  be  at  fuch  place  or  places  as 
the  Congrefs  may  bv  law  have  directed. 

SECTION  III. 

I.  Treafon  againft  the  United  States  fliall  confift  only  in  levy 
ing  war  againft  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them 
aid  and  comfort.  No  perfon  fliall  be  convicted  of  treafon  unlefs 
on  the  teftimony  of  two  witnefles  to  the  fame  overt  a&,  or  on  con- 
feffion  in  open  court. 

II.  The  Cpngrefs   fliall  have  power  to  declare  the  punifliment 
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of  treafon ;  but  no  attainder  of  treafon  fliall  work  corruption  oi 

blood,  or  forfeiture,  except  during  the  life  of  the  perfon  attainted. 

ARTICLE  IV.     SECTION  1. 

Full  faith  and  credit  lhall  be  given,  in  each  State,  to  the  public 
a&s,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And 
the  Congrefs  may,  by  general  laws,  prefcribe  the  manner  in  which 
fuch  acls,  records,  and  proceedings  fliall  be  proved,  and  the  effect 
thereof. 

SECTION  IT. 

I.  The  citizens  of  each  State  fliall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  feveral  States. 

II-  A  perfon  charged  in  any  State  with  treafon,  felony,  or  other 
crime,  who  (hall  ftee  fioin  juflice,  and  be  found  in  another  State, 
ihall,  on  demand  of  the  Executive  Authority  of  the  State  from 
which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having 
jurifdiclion  of  the  crime. 

III.  No  perfon  held  to  fervice  or  labour  in  one  State,  under  the 
laws  thereof,  efcaping  into  another,  fhall,  in  confequence  of  any 
law  or  regulation  therein,  be  difcharged  from  fuch  fervice  or  labour  ; 
but  fliall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  fuch  fer 
vice  or  labour  may  be  due. 

SECTION  III. 

I.  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congrefs  into  this  union ; 
but  no  new  State  fliall  be  formed  or  creeled  within  the  jurifdiclion 
of  any  other  State  ;  nor  any  State  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two 
or  more  States,  or  parts  of  States,  without  the  confent  of  the  Le- 
giflatures  of  the  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  Congrefs. 

II.  The  Congrefs  fliall  have  power  to  dilpofe  of  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  refpecling  the   territory  or  other  pro 
perty  belonging  to  the  United  States  :  and  nothing  in  this  Confti- 
tution  fliall  be  ib  conitrued  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  particular  State. 

SECTION  IV. 

The  United  States  fliali  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union, 
a  republican  form  of  government;  and  fhall  protect  each  of  them 
againft  invafion,  ,rfnd  on  application  of  the  Legillature,  or  of  the 
Executive  (whe#  the  Legiilature  cannot  be  convened)  again.il  do- 
meflic  violence".'  •  •  -  *  - . 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  Congrefs,  whenever  two  thirds  of  both  Houfes  fliall  deem 
it  neceflary,  fliali  propofe  amendments  to  this  Coriititution,  or,  on' 
the  application  of  the  Legiflatures  of  two  thirds  of  the  fevcra! 
States,  fliall  call  a  Convention  for  propofing  amendments,  which, 
in  either  cafe;  fliall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  part  of 
this  Conftilutioti,  when  ratified  by  the  Legifiatures  of  three  fourths 
of  the  leveral  States,  or  by  Conventions  in  three  fourths  thereof,  as 
the  <me  or  the  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  propofed  by  the 
Congrefs  ;  provided?  hat  no  amendment,  which  may  be  made  prior 
to  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  fhall  in  any 
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manner  affe£  the  Firft  and  Fourth  Claufes  in  the  Ninth  Seclion  of 
the  Firft  Article ;  and  that  no  State,  without  its  confent,  fliall  be 
deprived  of  its  equal  fuffrage  in  the  Senate. 
ARTICLE  VI. 

I.  All  debts  contracted,  and  engagements  entered  into,  before 
the  adoption  of  this  Conftitution,  fliall  be  as  valid  ngainft  the  United 
States,  under  this  Conftitution,  as  under  the  Confederation. 

II.  This  Conftitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which 
fliall  be  made  in  purfuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which 
fliall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  fliall  be 
the  fupreme  law  of  the  land  ;  and  the  Judges,  in  every  State,  fliall 
be  bound  thereby ;  any  thing  in  the  Conftitution  or  laws  of  any 
State  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

III.  The  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  before  mentioned,  and 
the  members;  of  the  feveral  State  Legiflatures,  and  all  executive 
and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  feveral 
States,  fliall  be  bound,  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  fupportthis  Con 
ftitution  ;  but  no  religious  teft  fliall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualifi 
cation  to  any  office  or  public  truft  under  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
The  ratification  of  the  Conventions   of  nine  States  fliall  be 

fufficient  for  the  eftablifliment  of  this  Conftitution  between  the 

States  fo  ratifying  the  fame. 

Congrefi  of  the  United  States^ 

Begun  and  held  at  the  City  of  New-York,  on  Wednefday,  the 
fourth  of  March,  one  thoirfand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

The  Conventions  of  a  number  of  the  States  having,  at  the  time 
of  their  adopting  the  Conftitution,  exprefTed  a  defire,  in  order  to 
prevent  mifconftruction  or  abufe  of  its  powers,  that  further  de 
claratory  and  reftriclive  claufes  fhould  be  added  j  and  as  extend 
ing  the  ground  of  public  confidence  in  the  Government  will  bed 
enfure  the  beneficent  ends  of  its  inftitution; 

Refolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  aflembled,  two  thirds  of 
both  Houfes  concurring,  that  the  following  articles  be  propofed  to 
the  Legiflatures  of  the  feveral  States,  as  amendments  to  the  Con 
ftitution  of  the  United  States  ;  all  or  any  of  which  articles,  when 
ratified  by  three  fourths  of  the  faid  Legiflatures,  to  be  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes,  as  part  of  the  faid  Conftitution,  viz. 

Articles  in  addition  to,  and  amendment  of,  the  Conftitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  propofed  by  Congrefs,  and  ratified 
by  the  Legiflatures  of  the  feveral  States,  puriuant  to  the  Fifth 
Article  of  the  original  Conftitution. 

I.  After  the  firft  enumeration,  required  by  the  Fifth  Article  of 
the  Conftitution,  there  fliall  be  one  Reprelentative  for  every  thirty 
thoufand,  until  the  number  fliall  amount  to  one  hundred ;  after 
which  the  proportion  fliall  be  fo  regulated  by  Congrefs  that  there 
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fhall  be  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  Reprefentatives,  nor  lefs  than 
one  Representative  for  every  forty  thoufand  perfons,  until  the 
Dumber  of  Reprefentatives  fhall  amount  to  two  hundred ;  after 
which,  the  proportion  (hall  befo  regulated  by  Congreis,  that  there 
{hall  not  be  lefs  than  two  hundred  Reprefentatives,  nor  more  than 
'one  Representative  for  every  fifty  thoufand  perfons. 

IT.  No  i«w,  varying  the  compenfation  for  the  fervkes  of  the 
Senators  and  Reprefentatives,  {hall  take  effect,  until  an  eledion  of 
Reprefentatives  (hall  have  intervened. 

III.  Congrefs  (hall  make  no  law  refpecting  an  eftabliflimeat  of 
religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exerciie  theieof;   or  abridging  the 
freedom  of  fpeech,  or  of  the  prefs ;  or  the  right  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  aflembje,  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redrefs 
of  grievances. 

IV.  A  well-regulated  militia  being  neceflary  to  the  fecurity  of 
a  free  fhte,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  fhall  not 
be  infringed. 

V.  No  foldier  fliall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  houfc 
\vithout  the  confent  of  the  owner ;  nor  in  time  of  war  but  in  a 
manner  to  be  prefcribed  by  law. 

VI.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  fecnre  in  their  perfons,  houfes, 
papers,  and  effects,  agamfi  unreafonab  e  fearches  and  feizuresi, 
ihall  not  be  violated  ;  and  no  warrants  fliall  iffue,  but  upon  pro 
bable  caufe,  fnpported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly 
defcribing  the  place  to  be  fearched,  and  the  perfons  or  things  to  be 
feized. 

VII.  No  perfon  fliall  be  held  to  anfwer  for  a  capital  or  other- 
wife  infamous  crime,  unlefs  on  a  prefentment  or  indictment  by  a 
grand  jury,  except  in  cafes  arifmg  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in 
the  militia,  when  in  aftual  fervice,  in  time  of  war,  or  public  danger; 
nor  fliall  any  perfon  be  fubje^r,  for  the  fame  offence,  to  be  twice 
put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb  ;  nor  fliall  be  compelled,  in  any  cri 
minal  cafe,  to  be  a  witnefs  againft  himfelf ;  nor  be  deprived  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  procefs  of  law  :  nor  fliall 
private  property  be  taken  for  public  ufe  without  j  nil  compenfation. 

VIII.  In  all  criminal  profecutions  the  accufed  fliall  enjoy  the 
right  to  a  fpeedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury,  of  the  State 
and  ciiftritft  wherein  the  crime  fliall  have  been  committed,  which 
diftri(5t  fliall  have  been  previoufly  afcertained  by  lavr  ;  and  to  be 
informed  of  the  nature  and  caufe  of  the  accufatiort ;  to  be  con- 
fronted  with  thewitnefTes  againft  him;  to  have  compulfatory  pro- 
cc.is  for  obtaining  witnefles  in  his  favour ;  and  to  have  the  affiftance 
of  counfel  for  his  defence. 

IX.  Infuits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controverfy  (ball 
exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  fhall  be  prefer ved ; 
and  no  fa&  tried  by  a  jury  fhall  be  otherwife  re-examined  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  than  according  to  the  rules  of  common, 
law. 

X,  Ex, 
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X.  Exceffive  bail  (hall  not  be  required ;  nor  exceffive  fines  im- 
pofed  ;  nor  cruel  and  unufual  punilhinents  iufii&cd. 

XI.  The  enumeration,   in  the  Conft  tution,  of  certain  rights, 
{hall  not  be  conttrued  to  deny  or  difparage  others,  retained  by  the 
people. 

XII.  The  powers,  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Conltitiition,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  releryed  to  the 
States  refpeftively,  or  to  the  people. 

N.  B.  By  the  returns  made  into  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office, 
it  appears  that  the  Firft  Article  of  the  above  amendments  is  agreed 
to  by  only  feven  States— the  fecond  by  only  four — and  therefore 
theie  are  not  obligatory.  All  the  remainder  having;  been  rat,fie4 
fey  nine  States,  are  oi  equal  obligation  with  the  Conftitution  itfelf. 

The  defers  of  this  Conftitution  will  be  befl  ex-r 
plained  by  fubfequent  events,  It  is,  however,  necef- 
fary  to  obferve  here,  that  the  great  defect  was  the  leay- 
ing  of  too  much  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern 
ments  of  the  different  States  ;  but  this  evil  was  not 
to  be  avoided.  It  was  the  obvious  intereft  of  a  certain 
clafs  of  men  in  every  State,  to  relift  all  changes  which 
might  hazard  a  diminution  of  the  power,  emolument, 
and  confequence  of  the  offices  they  held  under  the 
§tate  eftablifhmcnts  ;  and  the  ambition  of  another 
clafs  of  men  led  them  to  hope  to  aggrandize  them- 
ielves  by  the  convulfions  of  their  country,  or  to 
flatter  themfelves  with  fairer  profpecls  of  elevation, 
from  the  fubdivifion  of  its  territory  into  feveral  par 
tial  confederacies,  than  from  its  union  under  one 
government.  The  former  clafs  were  pacified  by  thofe 
provilions  which  left  them  in  pofTeffion  of  their  emo 
lument  and  confequence  ;  the  latter  have,  ever  lince 
the  eltablifhment  of  the  new  Conflitution,  been  en 
deavouring  to  fubvert  it. 

The  plan  of  a  Conilitution,  which  Mr.  HAMILTON, 
who  was  one  of  the  Deputies  from  the  State  of  New- 
York,  propofed  to  the  Convention,  has  fince  been 
pnblifhed  by  his  enemies,  with  a  view  of  deftroy- 
ing  his  popularity  and  influence.  If  the  people  were 
not  blind,  they  would  perceive  that  fuco  a  Govern 
ment  as  that  which  Mr.  Hamilton  propofed  to  form, 
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would  have  prevented  all  the  evils  which  they  have 
experienced  for  feveral  years  pa.it .  The  proportion 
of  Mr.  Hamilton  was  as  follows : 

I/The  fupreme  legiflative  power  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  be  vefted  in  two  different  bodies  of  men  :  the  one  to  be  called 
the  Affernbly ;  the  otbert  the  Senate;  who  together  ihall  form  the 
Legiilature  of  the  United  States,  with  power  to  pafs  all  laws  what- 
ioever,  fubject  to  the  negative  hereafter  mentioned. 

II.  The  Aflembly  to  conftft  of  perfons  elected  by  the  people,  to 
ferve  for  three  years. 

III.  The  Senate  to  confift  of  perfons  elected  to  ferve  during 
good  behaviour  ;  their  election  to  be  made  by  electors  chofen  for 
that  purpofe  by  the  people :  in  order  to  this,  the  States  to  be  divided 
into  election  diftricts.     On  the  death,  removal,  or  refignation  of 
any  Senator,  his  place  to  be  filled  out  of  the  diflrict  from  which  he 
came. 

IV.  The  fupreme  executive  authority  of  the  United   States  to 
fce  vefted  in  a  Governor,  to  be  elected  during  good  behaviour ;  the 
election  to  be  made  by  electors  choien  by  the  people  in  the  election 
diftricts  afore faid ;  the  authorities  and  functions  to  be  as  follows  ; 
to  have  a  negative  upon  all  laws  about  to  be  patted,  and  the  exe 
cution  of  all  laws  patted ;  to  have  the  direction  of  war,  when  au 
thorized  or  begun  ;  to  have,  with  the  advice  and  conient  of  the 
Senate,  the  power  of  making  all  treaties ;  to  have  the  fole  appoint 
ment  of  the  heads  or  chief  officers  of  finance  and  foreign  affairs ; 
to  have  the  nomination  of  all  other  officers,  ambafladors  to  foreign 
nations  included,  fubject  to  the  approbation  or  rejection  of  the 
Senate  ;  to  have  power  of  pardoning  all  offences,  except  treafon, 
which  he  {hall  not  pardon  without  the  approbation  of  the  Senate. 

V.  On  the  death,  refignation,  or  removal  of  the  Governor,  his 
authorities  to  be  exerciled  by  the  Frefident  of  the  Senate,  till  a  fuc- 
ceilbr  be  appointed. 

VI.  The  Senate  to  have  the  fole  power  of  declaring  war,  the 
power  of  advifing  and  approving  all  treaties,  the  power  of  approv 
ing  and  rejecting  all  appointments  of  officers,  except  the  heads  or 
chiefs  of  the  departments  of  finance,  war,  and  foreign  affairs. 

VII.  The  fupreme  judicial  authority  of  the  United  States  to 
be  veiled  in  Judges,  to  hold  their  office  during  good  behaviour, 
\vith  adequate  and  permanent  falaries  ;  the  court  to  have  original 
jmifdiction  in  all  caufcs  of  capture,  and  an  appellate  jurifdiction  in 
all  caufes  on  which  the  revenues  of  the  General  Government,  or 
the  citizens  of  foreign  nations,  are  concerned. 

VIII.  The  Legiflature  of  the  United  States  to  have  power  to 
inftitute  courts  in  each  State,  for  the  determination  of  all  matters 
ot  general  concern. 

IX.  The  Governors,  Senators,  and  all  officers  of  the  United 
States  to  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  mal  and  corrupt  conduct  \ 

and, 
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and  upon  conviction  to  be  removed  from  office,  and  difqualified  for 
holding  any  place  of  truft  and  profit.  And  all  impeachments  to  be 
tried  by  a  court  to  conn" ft  of  the  Chief  Juflice,  or  Judge  of  the  fu- 
•perior  court  of  law  of  each  State,  provided  fuch  Judge  hold  his 
place  during  good  behaviour  and  have  a  permanent  ialary.  ^ 

X.  All  laws  of  the  particular  States,  contrary  to  the  Cbrfftitu- 
tion  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  be  utterly  void  ;  and  the  liet- 
ter  to  prevent  fuch  laws  being  patted,  the  Governor  or  Prefident 
of  each  State  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  General  Government,  and 
{hall  have  a  negative  upon  the  laws  about  to  be  paired  in  the  State 
of  which  he  is  Governor  or  Prefident. 

XI.  No  State  to  have  any  force,  land  or  naval ;  and  the  militia 
to  be  under  the  fole  and  exclufive  direction  of  the  United  States, 
the  officers  of  which  to  be  appointed  and  commilFioned  by  them. 

It  was  faid,  that  a  Government  formed  on  this 
plan,  would  have  been  "  a  monarchy  in  every  thing 
but  the  name"  This  is  very  true,  and  America 
wanted  precifely  fuch  a  Government.  The  many  of 
all  countries  fland  in  need  of  a  monarch,  at  once  to 
keep  them  in  obedience  to  itfelf,  and  to  protect  them 
from  the  tyranny  and  rapacity  of  the  aipiring,  rich, 
and  avaricious  few.  The  people  of  America  wanted 
fuch  a  protector,  but  the  deluiion  of  the  times 
would  not  have  permitted  him  to  be  called  a  mo 
narch. 

Purfuant  to  an  ordinance  for  that  purpofe,  the  two 
Houfes  of  the  firft  Federal  Congrcfs,  met  at  New- 
York,  in  March,  1789.  Having  formed  a  quorum  on 
the  6th  of  April,  they  proceeded  to  examine  the  re 
turns  of  the  elections  which  had  been  held  in  the 
autumn  of  1788,  for  the  chooiing  of  the  PRESIDENT 
and  VICE-PRESIDENT  ;  when  it  appeared  that  the 
former  office  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON,  and  the  latter  to  JOHN  ADAMS.  On 
the  joth  of  April  the  PRESIDENT  met  the  two 
Houfes,  and  addrelTed  them  in  the  following  fpeech. 

Fellow-citizens  of  tie  Senate,  and  of  the  Houfeof  Rcprefentatives, 

Among  the  viciffitudes  incident  to   life,  no  event  could  have 

filled  me  with  greater  anxieties  than  that  of  which  the  notification 

was  tran imitted  by  your  order,  and  received  on  the  i^fedayof 

the  prefent  month  ;  on  the  one  hand,  I  was  lummone  J  by  my 

country, 
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count iy,  whcfe  voice  I  can  never  hear  but  with  veneration  ar*d 
love,  from  a  retreat  which  1  had  chofen  with  the  fondeft  predilec 
tion,  and,  in  my  flattering  hopes,  with  an  immutable  decifion, 
as  the  afylum  of  iny  declining  years :  a  retreat  which  was  rendered 
every  day  more  neceflary,  as  well  as  more  dear  to  me,  by  the  ad 
dition  of  habit  to  inclination,  and  of  frequent  interruptions  ip 
health,  to  the  gradual  wafte  committed  on  it  by  time.  On  the 
pther  hand,  the  magnitude  and  difficulty  of  the  mift  lo  which  the 
voice  of  my  country  called  me,  being  lufficient  to  awaken  in  the 
xvifeft  and  moft  experienced  of  her  citizens,  a  diftruirful  fcrutiny 
into  his  qualifications,  could  not  but  overwhelm  with  despondence 
ofie  who,  inheriting  inferior  endowments  from  nature,  and  im- 
praclifed  in  the  duties  of  civil  adminijftration,  ought  to  be  pecu 
liarly  confcious  of  his  own  deficiencies.  In  this  conflict  of  emo 
tion?,  all  I  dare  aver  is,  that  it  has  been  my  faithful  fludy  to  col 
lect  my  duty  from  a  juft  appreciation  of  every  circumftance  by 
which  it  might  be  affected.  Alt  1  dare  hope  is,  that  if,  in  exe 
cuting  this  ta/k,  I  have  been  too  much  fwayed  by  a  grateful  remem 
brance  of  former  inftances,  or  by  an  affectionate  fenfibility  to  this 
tranfceudant  proof  of  the  confidence  of  my  fellow-citizens — and 
have  thence  too  little  conlulted  my  incapacity  as  well  as  difmclina- 
tion  for  the  weighty  and  untried  cares  before  me — my  error  will  be 
palliated  by  the  motives  which  mifled  me,  and  its  confequences 
be  judged  by  my  country  with  fome  fliare  of  the  partiality  in  which 
they  originated. 

Such  being  the  impreflions  under  which  I  have,  in  obedience  to  the 
public  iummons,  repaired  to  the  prefent  ftation,  it  would  be  peculi 
arly  improper  to  omit  in  this  firfl  official  aft,  my  fervent  fupplica- 
ations  to  that  Almighty  Being  who  rules  over  the  univerfe,  who  pre- 
ftdes  in  the  councils  of  nations,  and  whofe  providential  aids  can  lup- 
ply  every  human  defect,  that  his  benediction  may  confecrateto  the  li 
berties  and  happinefs  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  a  go 
vernment  inftituted  by  themfelves  for  thefe  eflential  purpofes  ;  and 
may  enable  every  instrument  employed  in  its  adminiilration,  to 
execute  with  fucctfs  the  functions  allotted  to  his  charge.  In  ten 
dering  this  homage  to  the  great  Author  of  every  public  and  pri 
vate  good,  I  aflufe  myfelf  that  itexprefles  your  fentiments  not  lei's 
than  my  own,  nor  thofe  of  my  fellow -citizens  at  large,  lefs,  th^n 
either.  'No  people  can  be  bound  to  acknowledge  and  adore  the  in- 
vifible  Hand  which  conduct b  the  affairs  of  men  more  than  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  IV very  ftep  by  which  they  have  advanced  to 
the  character  of  an  independent  nation,  feerns  to  have  been  diftin- 
guifhed  by  ibme  token  of  piovidential  agency.  And  in  the  im- 
poicant  revolution  juA  accompliilied  in  the  fyftem  of  their  United 
Government,  the  tranquil  deliberations  and  voluntary  confent  of 
ib  many  diftinct  communities,  from  which  the  event  has  refulted, 
cannot  be  compared  with  the  means  by  which  moft  Governments 
luvc  been  eihbiiflied,  without  Ibme  return  of  pious  gratitude, 
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£!ong  with  an  humble  anticipation  of  the  future  bleifings  which 
the  pad  feem  to  prefage.  Thefe  reflexions,  arifing  out  of  the 
prefent  crifis,  have  forced  themfelves  too  ftrongly  on  my  mind  to 
be  fupprcfled.  You  will  join  with  me,  I  truft,  in  thinking  that 
there  are  none  under  the  influence  of  which  the  proceedings  of  a 
new  and  free  Government  can  moreaufpicioufly  commence. 

By  the  article  eitabiifhing  the  Executive  Department,  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  Prefident  to  recommend  to  your  confideration 
fuch  meafures  as  he  fhall  judge  neceflary  and  expedient.  The 
circumftances  under  which  I  now  meet  \on,  will  acquit  me  from 
entering  into  that  fubject  farther  than  to  refer  to  the  great  conftitu- 
tional  charter  under  which  you  are  aflembled  ;  and  which,  in  de 
fining  your  powers,  defignate<?  the  objects  to  which  your  attention 
is  to  be  given.  It  will  be  more  confident  withthofe  circumstances, 
and  far  more  congenial  with  the  feelings  which  actuate  me,  to  fub- 
ftitute,  in  place  of  a  recommendation  of  particular  rncafures,  the 
tribute  that  is  due  to  the  talent?,  the  rectitude,  and  the  patriotifm 
which  adorn  the  characters  ielectefi  to  devife  and  adopt  them.  In 
thefe  honourable  qualifications,  I  behold  the  fnreft  pledges,  that 
as,  on  one  fide,  .no  local  prejudices  or  attachments,  no  feparate 
views,  nor  party  animofities,  will  mifdirect  the  comprehenlive  and 
equal  eye  which  ought  to  watch  over  this  grent  aftemblage  of  com 
munities  and  interefts  ;  fo  on  another,  that  the  foundations  of  our 
national  policy  will  be  laid  in  the  pure  and  immutable  principles 
of  private  morality  ;  and  the  pre-eminence  of  free  government 
be  exemplified  by  all  rhe  attributes  which  can  win  the  attentions  of 
its  citizens,  and  command  the  refped  of  the  world.  I  dwell  on 
this  profpedt  with  every  fatisfaction  which  an  ardent  love  for  my 
country  can  infpire :  fince  there  is  no  truth  more  thoroughly  efta- 
blifhed,  than  that  there  exiits  in  the  economy  and  courfe  of  nature, 
an  indiflbluble  union  between  virtue  and  happinefs,  between  duty 
and  advantage,  between  the  genuine  maxims  of  an  honed  and 
magnanimous  policy,  and  the  lolid  rewards  of  public  profperity 
and  felicity  :  fince  we  ought  to  be  no  'efs  perfuaded,  that  the  pro 
pitious  fmiles  of  Heaven  can  never  be  expected  on  a  nation  that 
difregards  the  eternal  rules  of  order  and  right,  which  Heaven  itfelf 
has  ordained  ;  and  fince  the  prefervation  of  the  lac  red  fire  of 
liberty,  and  the  deftiny  of  the  republican  model  of  government, 
are  judly  confidered  as  deeply,  perhaps  as  finally  flaked  on  the  ex 
periment  intruded  to  the  hands  of  the  American  people. 

Befides  the  ordinary  objects  fubmitted  to  your  care,  it  will 
remain  with  your  judgment  to  decide,  how  far  an  exercife  of  the 
occafional  power  delegated  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  Conditution 
is  rendered  expedient  at  the  prefect  juncture,  by  the  nature  of  ob 
jections  which  have  been  urged  againd  the  fydem,  or  by  the  degree 
of  inquietude  which  has  given  birth  to  them.  Inflead  of  under 
taking  particular  recommendations  on  this  fubject,  in  which  I 
could  be  guided  by  no  lights  derived  from  official  opportunities,  I 

fliaii 
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fliall  again  give  way  to  my  entire  confidence  in  your  difcernment 
and  purfuit  of  the  public  good  :  for  I  aflure  myfelf,  that,  whilil  you 
carefully  avoid  every  alteration  which  might  endanger  the  benefits 
of  an  united  and  effective  Government,  or  which  ought  to  await 
the  future  leflbns  of  experience  ;  a  reverence  for  the  chara<5reriitic 
rights  of  freemen,  and  a  regard  for  the  public  harmony,  will  fuf- 
ficiently  influence  your  deliberations  on  the  queftion,  how  far  the 
former  can  be  more  impregnably  fortified,  or  the  latter  be  fafely 
and  advantageoully  promoted. 

To  the  preceding  obiervations  I  have  one  to  add,  which  will  be 
moft  properly  addreued  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  It  con 
cerns  myfelf,  and  will  therefore  be  as  brief  as  poffible.  When  I 
was  firft  honoured  with  a  call  into  the  fervice  of  my  country,  then 
on  the  eve  of  an  arduous  ftruggie  for  its  liberties,  the  light  in  which 
I  contemplated  my  duty  required  that  i  fhould  renounce  every  pe- 
cuniaiy  compenfation.  From  this  refolution  I  have  in  no  inftance 
departed  ;  and  being  ftill  under  the  impreflions  which  produced  it, 
Imuft  decline,  as  inapplicable  to  myfelf,  any  jb  are  in  the  perfonal  emo 
luments^  'which  may  be  indifpenfably  included  in  a  permanent  provijion 
for  the  executive  department ;  and  mujl  accordingly  pray  that  the  pe 
cuniary  ejrimatesfor  the  ftation  in  which  I  am  placed,  may,  during  my 
continuance  in  it,  be  limited  to  fuch  atlual  expenditures  as  the  public 
good  may  be  thought  to  require. 

Having  thus  imparted  to  you  my  fentiments,  as  they  have  been 
awakened  by  the  occafion  which  brings  us  together,  I  fhail  take 
my  prefent  leave  ;  but  not  without  reforting  once  more  to  the  bs- 
nign  Parent  of  the  human  race/in  humble  fupplication,  that,  fince 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  favour  the  American  people  with  opportu 
nities  for  deliberating  in  perfect  tranquillity,  and  difpofitions  for 
deciding  with  unparalleled  unanimity  on  a  form  of  government 
for  the  lecurity  of  their  union  and  the  advancement  of  their  hap- 
pinefs  ;  fo  his  divine  blefling  may  be  equally  confpicuous  in  the 
enlarged  views,  the  temperate  confutations,  and  the  wife  meafures 
on  which  the  i  uccefs  of  this  Government  muft  depend. 

The  Congrefs  now  proceeded  to  create  the  offices 
under  the  Federal  Government,  and  to  fix  on  the 
amount  of  the  falaries  that  were  to  he  attached  to 
them.  The  PRESIDENT'S  falary  was  fixed  at  25,000 
dollars  a  year  ;  the  VICE-PRESIDENT'S  at  5000. 
The  four  principal  officers  placed  under  the  Prefident, 
were,  a  Secretary  of  the  Treaiury,  a  Secretary  of 
State,  a  Secretary  at  War.  and  an  Attorney-general. 
Mr.  Hamilton  was  appointed  by  the  Prefident  to  the 
firft  poll,  Mr.  Jefferfon  to  the  lecond,  Mr.  Knox  to 
i  the 
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the  third,  and  a  Mr.  William  Bradford  to  the  fourth. 
All  the  pofts  were  ably  filled,  except  that  of  Brad 
ford,  who  was  a  man  of  no  legal  or  political  know 
ledge,  and  had  got  himfclfinto  vogue  hy  mere  cant 
ing,  and  by  daubing  Waihington  with  undeicrved 
praife. 

A  fyftem  of  finance  was  immediately  entered  on. 
Laws  were  paired  for  impofing  duties  on  imported 
goods,  which,  in  general,  were  taxed  to  a  cooli- 
derable  amount.  If  the  people  now  and  then  re- 
fleered  that  they  had  endured  eight,  years  of  mifery 
and  bloodfhed,  rather  than  pay  a  threepenny  tax 
upon  tea,  they  mud  have  been  cruelly  mortified  that 
thefe  new  impofitions  extended  to  aim  oft  every  ar 
ticle  of  drefs  and  of  furniture. 

The  taxes  were,  however,  necefTary.  There  was 
a  large  foreign  and  domeftic  debt  to  provide  intereft 
for ;  and  every  honeft  man  remaining  in  the  country, 
whether  Whig  or  Tory,  wifhed  to  fee  this  intereit 
duly  paid.  Concerning  the  domeftic  debt  there 
was,  indeed,  fome  difference  of  opinion.  This  debt 
confified  of  the  amount  of  certificates,  given  by  au 
thority  of  the  old  Congrefs,  to  foldiers  and  others, 
in  payment  for  fervices,  or  for  goods,  &c.  received 
for  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies.  The  holders 
of  this  paper,  placing  little  reliance  on  either  the 
ability  or  the  honefly  of  the  old  Congrefs,  had,  in 
general,  fold  their  certificates  for  a  mere  trifle.  I£ 
a  difcrimination  could  have  been  made,  it  would 
have- been  juft  enough  to  pay  the  fpeculators  no 
more  than  they  had  actually  paid  for  the  paper  ;  but 
there  were  many  obftacles  to  a  difcrimination  ;  and 
in  fhort,  it  was  found  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
paper  muft  be  afTumed  as  a  legal  d.^bt,  on  the  part  of 
ihe  United  States,  or  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  a  ge 
neral  fponge,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  paper  (I  beg 
their  pardons,  it  was  pafteboard)  money. 

The 
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The  members  of  the  new  Congrefs  themfelve^ 
particularly  the  prudent  and  plodding  men  from  the 
eaitward,  had  {peculated  deeply  in  certificates.  I  do 
not  know  that  they  were  to  blame,  efpecially  if  they 
Were  Tories,  who  were  perfectly  juftified  in  thus  en 
deavouring  to  obtain  compenfation  for  the  loffes  and 
infults  they  had  endured  ;  and  when  we  reflect  that 
thofc  who  fold  their  eight  years  pay  for  a  few  fhillings, 
had  earned  it  in  fighting  againft  their  King,  we  can 
not  poffibly  feel  much  regret  at  their  being  thus 
treated.  What  goes  over  the  devil's  back  ought  to 
go  under  his  belly.  "  Rebellion  hath  had  ill  luck" 
in  America  as  well  as  elfewhere. 

The  commercial  regulations  formed  a  fubjec't  of 
long  and  animated  dtfrufiion  in  the  iirft  Congrefs. 
JefFeribn,  who  was  at  that  time  AmbafTador  in 
France,  and  who  was  a  Frenchman  in  every  thing 
but  the  circumftance  of  birth,  had  been  long  fecond- 
Ing,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  the  projects  which 
the  Court  of  Veriailles  had  formed  for  iupplanting 
Great  Britain  in  the  American  markets.  This  in 
triguing  philofopher  was  Hill  in  France  ;  but  he  had 
formed  a  party  in  Congrefs  ;  and  by  this  party,  which 
Madifon  was  at  the  head  of,  great  efforts  were  made 
to  enacl  iuch  commercial  laws  as  \vou\d*  give  France 
a  preference  in  the  trade  with  the  United  States.  In 
fhort,  it  clearly  appeared,  from  the  deliberations  of 
this  Congrefs,  that  France  had  her  faclion  already 
formed  in  the  country,  which  fadlion,  aided  by  the 
lurking  difcontents  refpecling  the  Federal  Govern 
ment,  has,  to  this  hour,  kept  the  country  in  a  Hate 
of  fermentation. 

The  Union  was,  however,  going  on  tolerably 
well  ;  trade  and  commerce  revived  with  the  efta- 
bltfhment  of  the  new  Government  ;  public  credit 
was  reiiored ;  men  once  more  flept  in  fafety,  and 
once  more  had  encouragement  to  be  induftrious ;  the 

terms 
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terms  Federaltfts  and  Antifederalijls,  were  faft 
Wearing  away,  along  with  the  difference  of  opinion 
and  the  party  animofity,  which  had  given  rife  to 
them ;  every  thing,  in  fhort,  feemed  to  promife  a 
long  and  uninterrupted  courfe  of  harmony  and  hap- 
pinefs,  when  the  French  revolution  began  that 
chaftifement,  which  the  Ruler  of  nations  has  juftly 
inflicted,  and  is  ftill  inflicting,  on  a  degenerate  and 
impious  world. 

In  their  inquiries  refpecting  the  caufes  of  national 
calamities,  writers  are  too  apt  to  leave  Divine  Pro 
vidence  out  of  the  queftion,  as  a  fomething  fit  only 
for  the  contemplation  of  the  vulgar  and  illiterate ; 
and,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  life  and  converfation 
of  but  too  many  flatefmen  of  the  prefent  day,  they 
have  forgotten,  that  it  is  righteoufnefs  that  exalteth 
a  nation.  The  woful  experience  of  the  laft  ten 
years  ought,  however,  to  awaken  them  from  their 
atheiftical  reverie. 

The  joy  which  the  firft  dawning  of  the  French 
revolution  produced  in  the  United  Siates  can  hardly 
be  conceived.  The  vanity  of  the  Americans  was 
liighly  gratified  at  the  thought  of  having  fet  the  ex~ 
ample  to  the  moft  populous  and  powerful  nation  in  the 
old  world.  Whigs  9  or  Republicans  (for  they  are  eflen- 
tially  the  fame,  and  only  vary  their  denomination  to 
fuit  times  and  circum (lances),  are  as  eager  to  make 
profelytes  as  the  worft  fpecies  of  fanatics,  and  are 
actuated  by  a  motive  infinitely  more  bafe  and 
wicked.  The  ranting  canting  Methodift  is  fome- 
times  a  well-meaning  madman.  He  now  and  then, 
indeed,  makes  ufe  of  the  cloak  of  religion  for  the 
purpoie  of  fraud  or  feduction  ;  but,  nine  times  out  of 
ten,  he  has  no  other  object  in  view  than  that  of  ob 
taining  an  eafy  comfortable  living,  without  manual 
labour.  But  the  object  of  the  Whig  is  to  deftroy 
every  thing  that  is  great  and  noble ;  to  eradicate  from 
the  human  breafl  every  generous  propeniity.  Ewvy 
.  i.  H  is 
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is  his  ruling  paffion.  "  He  is  never  at  heart's-eafe, 
while  he  lees  a  greater  than  himielf ;"  and,  as  he  is 
generally  very  little,  his  life  is  a  continual  warfare 
againft  rank  and  authority. 

The  American  Whigs,  who  fcrupled  not  to  rejoice 
at    the  murder  of  their    "  great  and   good   ally/' 
Louis  ,XV1.  exprefied  their  difapprobation  of  the 
profcription   of   La  Fayette.     But  this  was  a  blot 
fcarcely  perceptible  in  the  conftellation  of  virtues 
which  the  French  Republic  exhibited.    The  mad  ha 
rangues  of  the  National  Convention  were  all  tranf- 
lated,  and  circulated  through  the  States,     The  en- 
thufiafm  they  excited  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  de- 
fcribe.     Some  of  the  monkey  tricks  of  thefe  times 
will  be  found  recorded  in  the  following  volumes  ; 
but  no  one,  not  upon  the  fpot,  can  form  the  raoft 
diltant  idea  of  the  fcene  which  America  exhibited 
from  the  year  1792  to  the  year  1796. 

The  Preiident  and  great  part  of  the  Congrefs  were, 
however,  far  from  partaking  of  this  enthuiiaftic  ar 
dour.     They  looked  a  little  deeper  into  the  matter 
than  the   people   did.      They  perceived,    that  the 
French  had  already  gone  beyond  the  principles  upon 
which  their  government,  their  authority,  and  their 
falaries,  refted  ;  and  they  were,  not  without  reafon, 
apprehenlive,  that,  as  France  had  followed  the  ex 
ample  of  America,  America  might  follow  the  exam 
ple  of  France.     They  could  not,  indeed,  venture 
qpenly  to  clifapprove  of  the  meafures  of  the  rulers 
of   France ;    but   they  very  wifely  refolved  to  be 
cautious  in  giving  them  their  approbation,  and  to 
avoid,  ifpoffible,  joining  .France  in  the  war  againfl 
Great  Britain,  which  they  knew  mud  terminate  in 
the  deftruction  of  the  Federal  Government,  if  not 
of  themfelves. 

Yet,  to  avoid  giving  France  any  aid,  and  at  the 
fame  tiroe  to  elcape  her  hoflility,  which  the  people 
would  not,  at  that  time5  have  refitted,  feemepl  to 

be 
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be  a  difficult  matter.  The  United  States,  by  the 
treaty  of  the -6th  of  February,  1778,  had  guaran 
tied  the  French  Weft  India  iflands.  The  articles  run 

thin:  '  U- 

Art.  ir.  The  two  parties  guaranty  mutually  from  the  prcfent 
time  and  for  ever,  againft  all  other  powers,  to  wit,  the  United 
States  to  his  Moil  Chriilian  Majefty,  the  prefent  poiieffions  of  the 
Crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well  a-"  thofe  which  it  may  acquire 
by  the  future  treity  of  peace;  and  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
guaranties  on  his  part  to  the  United  States,  their  liberty,  tove- 
reignty,  and  independence,  abfolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in 
matters  of  government  as  commerce,  and  all  their  pofieffions,  and 
the  additions,  or  conquefts,  that  their  confederation  may  obtain, 
during  the  war,  from  any  of  the  dominions  now  or  heretofore 
poflefled  by  Great  Britain  in  North  America;  conformable  to  the 
'fifth  and  fixth  articles  above-written,  the  whole  as  their  pofleffion 
fliall  be  fixed  and  allured  to  the  laid  States,  at  the  moment  of  the 
'ceiTifion  of  their  preient  war  with  England. 

Art.  12.  In  order  to  fix  more  precisely  the  fenfe  and  application 
of  the  preceding  article,  the  contracting  parties  declare,  that 
'in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  France  and  England*  the  reciprocal 
guarantee  declared  in  the  faid  article,  fhall  have  its  full  force  and 
effect,  the  moment  Inch  war  lhall  break  out ;  and  if  fuch  rupture 
fliall  not  take  place,  the  mutual  obligations  of  the  faid  guarantee 
lhall  not  commence  until  the  moment  of  the  ceflation  of  the  pre 
fent  war  between  the  United  States  and  England  lhall  have  afcer- 
tained  their  pofieilions. 

Belidcs  the  dilemma  which  arofe  from  this  en 
gagement,  there  was  another  arifing  from  the  uncer 
tainty  of  the  duration  of  the  French  Repuhlic,  As 
foon,  therefore,  as  the  Preiident  heard,  that  an 
AmbalTador  from  the  Convention  had  arrived  in  the 
United  States,  he,  in  April,  i  793,  called  a  council 
of  the  principal  officers  of  ftate,  and  fubmitted  to 
them  the  following  queftions : 

Queftion  ift.  Shall  a  proclamation  iflue  for  the  purpofe  of  pre* 
venting  interferences  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
in  the  war  between  France  and  GJ eat  Britain,  &c.  ?  Shall 
it  contain  a  declaration  of  neutrality,  or  not?  What  fliall  it 
contain  ? 

Queflion  ad.  Shall  a  Mlnljler  from  the  Republic  of  France  le  re» 
ceived  f 

Queftion  3d.  If  received,  lhall  it  be  absolutely,  or  with  qualifi 
cations  ?  and  if  with  qualifications,  of  what  kind  ? 

H  *  Queftion 
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Queftion  4th.  Are  the  United  States  obliged  Ij  good  faith  to  ton- 
fider  the  treaties  heretofore  made  with  France  as  applying  t» 
the prefent  Jituation  of  the  parties?  May  they  renounce  them  or 
hold  them  fufpended  till  the  Government  of  France  fhall  be 
e/lallijhed? 

Queftion  <;th.  If  they  have  the  right,  is  it  expedient  to  do  either— 
and  which  ? 

Queftion  6th.  If  they  have  an  option,  would  it  be  a  breach  of 
neutrality  to  confider  the  treaties  ftill  in  operation  ? 

Qneftion  7th.  If  the  treaties  are  to  be  confidered  as  now  in, 
operation,,  is  the  guarantee  in  the  treaty  of  alliance  appli< 
cable  to  a  defenfive  war  only,  or  to  a  war  either  oft'enfive  or 
defenllve  ? 

Queftion  8th.  Does  the  war  in  which  France  is  engaged  appear 
to  be  ojfenfwe  or  defenfive  on  her  part  ?  Or  of  a  mixed  and  equi 
vocal  character  ? 

Queftion  9th.  If  of  a  mixed  and  equivocal  character,  does  the  gua 
rantee  in  any  event  apply  to  fuch  a  <vsar  ? 

Queftion  loth.  What  is  the  effect  of  a  guarantee,  fuch  as  that  to 
be  found  in  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  United  States  and 
France  ? 

Queftion  nth.  Does  any  article  in  either  of  the  treaties,  prevent 
Ihips  of  war,  other  than  privateers,  of  the  powers  oppofed  to 
France,  from  coming  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  to  aft 
as  convoys  to  their  own  merchantmen  ?  Or  does  it  lay  any  other 
reftraint  upon  them  more  than  would  apply  to  the  fliips  of  war 
of  France  ? 

Queftion  i2th.  Should  the  future  Regent  of  France  fend  a  Minijier 
to  the  United  States,  ought  he  to  be  received? 

Queftion  i3th.  Is  it  necelfary  or  adviiable  to  call  together  the  two 
Houies  of  Congrds,  with  a  view  to  the  prefent  pofture  of 
European  affairs  ?  If  it  is,  what  fhouldbe  the  particular  objects 
of  fuch  a  call  ? 

Philadelphia^  April  18,   1793.  GEO.  WASHINQTON. 

In  this  council  it  was  wifely  refolved  to  fteer  a 
middle  courfe.  The  war  was  determined  to  be  a  war 
of  aggreffion  on  the  part  of  France,  and  the  gua 
rantee  was  determined  not  to  apply  to  it.  It  was  re 
folved  to  receive  a  Minifter  from  the  Republic, 
but  to  enter  into  no  compact  again  ft  the  Royal  Fa 
mily.  It  was  further  refolved,  to  ifTue  a  Proclama 
tion  of  Neutrality,  which  was  accordingly  done,  in 
thefe  words : 

'Whereas   it  appears,    that   a  ftate  of   WAR    exifts   between 
PRUSSIA,   SARDINIA,    GREAT  BRITAIN,  and  the 

UNITED 


FROM  1783  TO  1794.  lor 

UNITED  NETHERLANDS,  of  the  one  part,  and  FRANCE  on  the 
other,  and  the  duty  and  intereft  of  the  UI/ITED  STATES  require, 
that  they  fhould  with  fincerity  and  good  faith  adopt  and  purfue  a 
conduct  friendly  and  impartial  towards  the  belligerent  powers : 

I  HAVE  THEREFORE  thought  fit  by  thefe  prelcnts  to  declare  the 
dafpolition  of  the  United  States  to  obferve  the  conduct  aforefaid 
towards  thofe  powers  refpeclively,  and  to  exhort  and  warn  the 
Citizens  of  the  United  States  carefully  to  avoid  all  acts  and  proceed 
ings  whatfoever,  which  may  in  any  manner  tend  to  contravene 
fuch  difpofition. 

AND  I  DO  HEREBY  alfo  make  known,  that  whofoever  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  fliall  render  himfelf  liable  to  punifli- 
ment  or  forfeiture  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  committing,  aid 
ing,  or  abetting  hoftilities  againft  any  of  the  faid  powers,  or  by 
carrying  to  any  of  them  thofe  articles  which  are  deeflned  contraband 
by  the  modern  ufage  of  nations,  will  not  receive  the  protection  of 
the  United  States  againft  fuch  punifhment  or  forfeiture :  and  fur 
ther,  that  I  have  given  inftru&ions  to  thofe  officers  to  whom  it 
belongs  to  caufe  profecutions  to  be  inftituted  againft  all  perfons 
who  fliall,  within  the  cognizance  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
violate  the  law  of  nations  with  refpeft  to  the  powers  at  war,  or 
any  of  them. 

IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF  I  have  caufed  the  feal  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to  thefe  prefents, 
(L.  S.)  and  figned  the  fame  with  my  hand.    Done  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  the  aid  day  of  April,   1793,  and  of  the  inde 
pendence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  feventeenth. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

A  Proclamation  of  Neutrality  was  a  new  thing  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  world.  This  was,  ^however,  a 
very  wife  Hep :  it  was  intended  to  prevent,  and  it  i 
did  prevent,  GENET,  the  French  Minifter,  who  had/' 
juft  landed,  from  demanding  of  the  United  States  a 
fulfilment  of  the  guarantee,  provided  for  in  the 
treaty  of  1778;  and,  if  it  failed  in  that  object,  it 
was  well  calculated  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  peo 
ple  for  approving  of  the  refufal,  which,  if  he  mad$ 
the  demand,  it  was  rcfolved  to  give  him.  Ail  thofe 
who  wifhed  well  to  the  Federal  Government,  and 
who  dreaded  the  return  of  war,  anarchy,  and  mi- 
fery,  accompanied  with  the  late  French  improve 
ments,  approved  of  this  Proclamation,  on  the 
iifuing  of  which  the  Preiidem^jreceiy^d ^  addreilcs  of 
jthanks  from  all  the  commercial  towns,  and  frqm  fe 
ll  3  veral 
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vcral  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  country.  No  frnall 
number  of  the  addrefles  were  warm  in  the  caufe  of 
France:  they  wifhed  her  to  deftroy  all  the  crowns 
and  all  the  kingdoms  upon  earth  :  it  was  a  glorious 
crufade,  but  they  did  not  wifh  to  contribute  any 
thing  towards  it  beyond  a  toaft  or  an  harangue. 

Thus  prepared,  the  President,  with  great  calm- 
nefs,  waited  the  arrival  of  GENET,  who,  on  his 
part,  expected  to  have  the  tble  command  of  the 
country  in  a  very  little  time.  He  was  furnifhed  with 
inflations  to  involve  the  United  States  in  the  war 
if  poffible,  and,  at  all  events,  to  obtain  payment, 
in  advance,  of  the  debt  due  from  the  United  States 
to  France :  the  latter  he,  after  fume  time,  accom- 
plifhed  ;  but  in  the  former  he  failed. 

The  attachment  of  the  Federal  Government  to  a 
pacific  fyilem  was  well  known  in  France.  Genet 
\vas  therefore  inflradled,  in  cafe  he  fhould  not  be 
able  to  fhake  this  attachment  either  by  promifes  or 
threats,  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  fovereign  people 
themfelves,  whofe  partiality,  it  had  been  represented, 
and  with  but  too  much  truth,  had  received  a  tfrong 
bias  in  favour  of  the  ulurpers.  In  order  to  pave  the 
way  for  acting  in  the  laft  refort,  he  difernbarked  at 
a  point  the  mojft  diflant  from  the  feat  of  Govern 
ment,  that  he  might  have  it  in  his  power  to  act  on 
fome  part  of  the  people  at  Jeafl,  before  the  fenti- 
ments  of  their  Government  refpecting  him  and  his 
million  were  known :  he  accordingly  landed  at 
Charlefton,  South  Carolina,  where  he  remained  ca 
balling  for  fome  time,  and  then  proceeded  to  Phila 
delphia. 

The  inhabitants  of  Charlefton,  and,  indeed,  of 
moil  parts  of  South  Carolina,  were  admirably  dif- 
pofed  for  a  warm  reception  of  Genet.  Not  long  be 
fore  his  landing,  a  proportion  had  been  publifhcd 
for  a  folemn  abolition  of  the  ufe  "  of  all  ariftocrati- 
cal  terms  of  dtftintfion  and  re/befit"  The  levellers 

had 
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had  even  propofed  having  an  engagement  to  this 
eft'ecl,  printed  and  fhick  up  in  the  market-places, 
court -houfes,  &c.  for  the  fignature  of  the  citizens. 
In  a  State  where  fans-culottifm  had  already  made 
fuch  a  progrefs,  the  animating  prefence  of  the  Pa- 
rifiah  miflionary  was  all  that  could  be  wanted  to 
complete  the  farce. 

The  frigate  L'Ambufcade,  that  brought  Genet  to 
America,  brought  alfo  the  news  of  war  being  de 
clared  by  France  againft  England.    The  inhabitants  ** 
of  fouthjjja^diines   haj£ujT£VjejM  foi* 

Their  vyj^jom  ;  accorSingljr  life 'people  of  Charleflon  ' 
looted  upon  a  prize  which  the  Ambufcade  brought 
in  with  her  as  an  earneft  of  fuccefs,  and  an  indubi 
table  indication  of  French  naval  fuperiority. 

No  fooner  was  Genet  on  fhore,  than  he  began  to 
exercife  his  powers  as  fovereign  of  the  country.  He 
commiffioned  land  and  fea  officers  to  make  war 
upon  the  Spanifh  and  Englifh ;  he  fitted  out  pri 
vateers,  and  opened  rendezvoufes  for  the  enrolling 
of  both  foldiers  and  failors.  The  French  flag  was 
feen  waving  from  the  windows  in  this  fans-culotte 
city,  jufl  as  if  it  had  been  a  fea-port  of  France. 
Genet  was  fent  expreflly  to  engage  the  country  to 
take  a  part  in  the  war ;  and  fuch  was  his  contempt 
for  the  Government,  that  he  did  not  look  upon  its 
confent  as  a  thing  worth  aiking  for  or  thinking 
about. 

The  Citizen  found  more  volunteers  than  he  knew 
what  to  do  with,  particularly  of  the  higher  ranks: 
Captains  and  Commodores,  Majors  and  Colonel^, 
flocked  to  his  flandard  in  fuch  crowds,  that,  had  he 
had  a  hundred  reams  of  paper  in  blank  comrjiiffions, 
he  might  have  filled  them  all  up  in  the  Slate  of  Ca 
rolina.  Whether  thefe  men  of  high  rank  and  empty 
purfes  were  encouraged  by  the  confidence  they  had 
in  the  power  of  the  French,  or  by  their  own  iri- 
ilinclive  bravery,  I  know  not ;  but  as  to  the  end 

H  4  they 
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they  had  in  view,  there  can  be  little  doubt ;  for  one 
of  them  who  was  actuated  by  a  love  of  liberty, 
there  were  five  hundred  who  were  actuated  by  a  love 
of  plunder.  Some  of  them  longed  for  a  dive  into 
the  Spanifh  mines,  and,  in  idea,  already  heard  the 
chinking  of  the  doubloons ;  while  others  were 
eyeing  the  Britifh  merchantmen  with  that  kind  of 
favage  defire  with  which  the  wolf  furveys  a  herd  of 
fat  oxen. 

After  having  remained  at  Charlefton  from  the  pth 
to  the  1 9th  of  April,  1793,  fat  fans-whit*  corps 
diplomatique  marched  off  for  Philadelphia,  where  it 
arrived  on  the  9th  of  May. 

I  avoid  mentioning  the  proceffions,  banquets,  &c. 
that  attended  the  Citizen  during  his  journey ;  nor 
ihould  I  think  it  worth  while  to  give  an  account  of 
his  reception  at  the  capital,  were  I  not  aflured  that 
the  civilians  of  the  Rights  of  Man  will  hereafter 
quote  it  as  a  precedent  in  the  laws  of  their  ceremo 
nial. 

The  city  had  been  duly  prepared  for  this  famous 
public  entry  by  paragraphs  in  the  papers,  announ- 
$ing  the  Citizen's  arrival  at  the  different  ftages  on  the 
road.  Expectation  was  kept  on  tip-toe  for  feveral 
days.  The  beft  penmen  among  the  patriots  were  at 
work  compofing  congratulatory  addreffes,  and  their 
choiceft  orators  were  gargling  their  throats  to  pro 
nounce  them.  At  laft,  on  the  happy  i6th  of  May, 
a  fal've  from  the  cannons  of  a  frigate  lying  in  the 
port,  gave  notice  that  the  Citizen  would  foon  be  ar- 
jived  at  a  place  called  Gray's  Ferry,  about  three 
miles  diflant  from  the  city ;  thither  all  the  patrioticly 
difpofed  went  to  meet  him,  and  eicort  him  to  his 
dwelling.  In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  there  was 
what  was  called  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Phila 
delphia,  when  it  was  agreed  to  appoint  a  Committee 
to  draft  an  addrcfs  to  him.  An  addrefs  was  ac 
cordingly  prepared,  fubmitted  to  tbe  fovereign  citi 
zens,, 
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zens,  at  a  fecond  meeting,  highly  approved  of,  and 
another  Committee,  conlifting  of  about  half  a 
hundred  perfons,  appointed  to  carry  it  up.  But  I 
muft  now  avail  myfelf  of  their  own  account  of  the 
buiinefs,  feeling  a  total  want  of  capacity  to  dp  it 
juftice. 

"  The  citizens  affembled,  expreffing  a  deli  re  to 
*s  accompany  their  Committee  in  prefenting  the  ad- 
te  drefs  to  the  Citizen  Miniiler,  two  citizens  were 
16  difpatched  to  know  what  time  it  would  be  conve- 
"  nient  for  him  to  receive  it,  and  they  returned  in 
"  a  few  minutes  with  the  following  report :  '  That 
"  Mr.  Genet  had  exprefled  a  high  fenfe  of  the  com- 
"  pliment  intended  to  be  paid  him  by  the  citizens 
se  of  Philadelphia ;  that  he  was  folicitous  to  avoid 
"  giving  them  the  trouble  of  another  meeting;  and 
*'  that  if  they  would  accept  the  fpontaneous  effu- 
*<  lions  of  his  heart,  which,  however  deficient  in 
fe  point  of  form,  would  not  be  deficient  in  lincerity, 
"  as  an  antwer  to  the  addrefs,  he  would  be  happy 
to  receive  it  immediately,  leaving  to  the  enfuing 
day  the  ceremony  of  a  written  reply.'  The  citi 
zens  teftified  their  approbation  of  the  Minifler's 
proportion  by  reiterated  fhouts  of  applaufe. 
"  The  Committee,  headed  by  their  Chairman, 
and  followed  by  an  immenfe  body  of  citizens, 
"  walking  three  abreaft,  having  arrived  at  the  City 
"  Tavern,  were  introduced  into  the  prefence ;  and 
f(  after  the  acclamations,  as  well  in  the  Jwiife  as  in  the 
"  Jireets,  had  ceafed^  the  addrefs  was  delivered,  at 
"  the  clofe  of  which  the  houfe  and  ftreets  again  re- 
fC  founded  with  congratulations  and  afplaufe. 

"  Citizen  Genet,  evidently  affegtd  wilh  the 
"  warmth  of  the  public  attachment,  thus  conveyed, 
"  delivered  an  extemporaneous  reply,  in  terms 
ft  which  touched  the  feelings  of  every  auditor,  &;c. 
*c  It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe,  with  adequate  energy, 
*'  the  fcerje  that  fijcceeded.  Shouts  and  falutations 
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<c  were  not  unattended  with  other  evidences  of  the 
<f  effect  which  this  interefting  interview  had  upon 
"  the  pqffions  of  the  parties  who  were  engaged  in  it. 
v<  From  the  citizens  in  the  room  the  Minifter  turned 
"  his  attention  to  the  citizens  in  the  ftreet,  and  ad- 
"  dreffed  them  in  a  few  fhort  but  emphatic  fen- 
"  tences  from  one  of  the  windows, M 

In  this  inflance  we  fee  the  fqvereign  people 
taking  the  liberty  to  act  for  themfelves,  while  their 
fervants,  the  officers  of  Government,  Hand  looking 
on.  What  right,  I  would  he  glad  to  know,  had 
the  people  of  Philadelphia,  even  fuppofing  them  all 
affembled  together,  to  acknowledge  any  man  as  a 
public  Minifier,  before  he  had  been  acknowledged 
and  received  as  fuch  by  the  General  Government  ? 
No  wonder  that  this  infolent  rniflionary  ihould  con 
ceive  that  that  Government  was  a  mere  cipher  ;  and 
many  of  thofe  who  afterwards  complained  of  his  ap 
peal  to  the  people,  fhould  have  recollected  that  they 
had  encouraged  him  fo  to  do. 

For  fome  time  after  the  Citizen's  arrival,  there  was 
nothing  but  addrefling  and  feafiing  him.  It  may 
not  be  amifs  to  give  an  account  of  one  of  thefe 
treats ;  the  memory  of  fuch  icenes  ihould  be  pre- 
fcrved,  and  often  brought  into  view. 

"  On  Saturday  laft  a  republican  dinner  was  given 
"  at  Oellers's  hotel,  to  Citizen  Genet,  by  a  refpecl- 
"  able  number  of  French  and  American  citizens, 
"  After  dinner  a  number  of  patriotic  toads  were 
"  drunk,  of  which  the  following  is  a  tranflation  : 

"    i.  Liberty  and  Equality. 

"  2.  The  French  Republic. 

"  3.  The  United  States,  &c.  &c. 
"  After  the  third  toafi,  an  elegant  ode^  fuited  to 
"  the  occafion,  compofed  by  a  young  Frenchman, 
"  was  read  by  Citizen  Duponcetmy  and  univerfally 
";  applauded.  The  fociety,  on  motion,  ordered  that 
"  Citizen  Freneau  ihould  be  requeued  to  tranflate 

"  it 
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"  it  into  American  verfe,  and  that  the  original  and 
"  tranflation  fhould  be  publifhed. 

"  After  a  fhort  interval,  the  MarfeilUiss  Hymn 
"  was,  upon  the  requeft  of  the  citizens,  fung  hy 
"  Citizen  BournonviHe,  with  great  talte  and  fpirir, 
"  the  whole  company  joining  in  the  chorus.'" — I  leave 
the  reader  to  guefs  at  the  harmony  of  this  chorus, 
bellowed  forth  from  the  drunken  lungs  of  about  a 
hundred  fellows  of  a  dozen  different  nations.  Who 
would  have  thought  five-and-thirty  years  ago,  when 
the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  were  petitioning 
King  George  for  protection  againft  the  French  and 
their  allies,  the  fcalping  Indians,  that  in  the  year 
1793  the  people  of  Philadelphia  would  carry  their 
complaifance  to  a  French  Miniiler  fo  far  as  to  ape 
his  outlandifh  howling  in  the  chorus  of  a  mur 
derer's  long  !  But,  to  proceed  with  the  feaft  :  "  Two 
"  additional  ftanzas  to  the  Marfeittois' s  Hymn,  com- 
"  pofed  by  Citizen  Genet,  and  fuited  to  the  navy  of 
"  France,  were  then  called  for,  fung,  and  encored. 

"  Before  the  linging  of  the  Hymn,  it  fhould  be 
"  mentioned,  that  a  deputation  from  tlie  Jailors  of  the 
"  frigate  L'Ambufcade  made  their  appearance,  em* 
C(  braced,  and  took  their  feats. 

"  The  table  was  decorated  with  the  tree  and  cap 
"  of  liberty,  and  with  the  French  and  American 
"  flags.  The  lad  toaft  being  drunk,  the  cap  of  li- 
"  berty  was  placed  on  the  head  of  Citizen  Genet, 
(t  and  then  it  travelled  from  head  to  head  round  the 
"  table  [juil  as  the  guillotine  has  fince  travelled 
"  round  France],  each  wearer  enlivening  the  fcene 
**  with  a  patriotic  fentiment. 

4  c,Thcfe  tokens  of  liberty,  and  of  American  and 
"  French  fraternity,  were  delivered  to  the  officers 
i(  and  manners  of  the  frigate  L'Arnhufcade,  who 
"  promifed  to  defend  them  till  death." 

Thus  rolled  Genet's  time  away  in  a  variety  of 
iuch  nonfenlical,  ftupid,   unmeaning,  childifrT  en 
tertainments^ 
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tertainments,  as  never  were  heard  or  thought  of  till 
Frenchmen  took  it  into  their  heads  to  gabble  about 
liberty. 

On  the  very  day  that  this  liberty-cap  feaft  took 
place,  the  Citizen  Miniiler  was  formally  received, 
and  acknowledged  in  his  diplomatic  capacity,  by  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States.  There,  indeed,  his 
reception  was  not  quite  fo  warm.  He  afterwards  com 
plained  that  the  firlt  object  that  {truck  his  eye  in  the 
chamber  was  the  bull  of  Louis  XVI. 

This  filent  reproof,  which  murT,  however,  be  at 
tributed  to  mere  accident,  flung  the  infolent  Genet 
to  the  foul.  His  relenting  it  is  a  linking  inftanceof 
that  overbearing  fpirit  which  the  rulers  of  the  de 
luded  French  have  ever  difcovered.  Becaufe  they 
Iiad  killed  their  King,  hurled  down  the  flatues  of 
his  anceftors,  and  dug  their  rotten  bones  from  the 
tomb,  they  had  the  prefumption  to  think  that  the 
governors  of  other  nations  ought  to  follow  the  favage. 
example. 

But  a  cold  reception  was  not  the  rub  that  Genet 
moil  complained  of.  The  Federal  Government,  in 
formed  of  his  bold  beginnings  at  Charlefton,  made 
no  doubt  that  his  inftructions  went  to  the  engaging 
it  in  the  war.  Indeed  thefe  inftruclions  were  made 
known  from  the  moment  of  his  landing;  and  it 
cannot  be  doubted  but  this  had  influence  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Government ;  for  an  article  appeared 
in  the  Charleflon  papers,  the  day  after,  fpecifying 
that  a  report  had  gained  ground,  that  the  Federal 
Government  muft  take  a  part  in  the  war ;  and  this 
article  made  its  appearance  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
very  day  that  the  President's  proclamation  was  firlt 
promulgated. 

This  wife  and  determined  flep  Genet's  mailers  had 
not  forefcen  ;  or,  if  they  did  forefee  it,  they  were  not 
aware  that  it  would  be  taken  before  their  miflionary 
find  time  to  make  his  warlike  propofals.  This 
2  was 
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Was  a  mofl  cruel  difappointment  to  the  Citizen,  and 
completely  baffled  all  his  projects.  In  vain  did  he 
endeavour  to  draw  the  old  General  from  his  ground  : 
neither  promifes  nor  threats  had  any  effect  on  him  ; 
and  Genet  foon  found  that  he  had  no  hope  but  in 
routing  the  people  to  oppofe  their  Government. 

A  man  of  more  penetration  than  Genet  might 
have  conceived  fuch  a  project  feafible,  from  the  vio 
lent  partiality  that  every  where  appeared  towards  the 
French,  from  the  little  refpect  teftifled  for  the  opi 
nion  of  the  Government,  and  particularly  from  the 
freedom,  not  to  fay  audacity,  with  which  its  conduct, 
in  i fluing  the  proclamation,  of  neutrality,  was  now 
arraigned  by  the  partifans  of  France.  Beficles,  the 
Antifederal  faction  began  to  appear  with  more  bold- 
nefs  than  ever.  Genet  was  continually  furrounded 
with  them  ;  and,  as  they  lighed  for  nothing  fo  much 
as  for  war,  they  ftrengthcned  him  in  the  opinion  that 
the  people  would  ultimately  decide  in  his  favour. 

But  there  wanted  fomething  like  a  regular  plan  to 
unite  their  forces,  and  bring  them  to  act  in  concert. 

A  dinner  here,  and  a  iupper  there,  were  nothing 
at  all.  The  drunkards  went  home,  fnorted  thern- 
ielves  fober,  and  returned  to  their  employments.  It 
was  not  as  in  France,  where  a  iingle  -tap  upon  a 
drum-head  would  afTemble  can&dh  enough  to  over 
turn  forty  Federal  Governments  in  the  fpace  of  half 
a  night.  In  America  there  exifted  all  the  materials 
for  a  revolution,  but  they  were  fcattered  here  and 
there:  affiliated  clubs  were  wanting  to  render  them 
compact  and  manageable,  as  occafton  might  demand. 

Genet  did  not  judge  it  prudent  to  give  the  Ame 
rican  Jacobins  the  fame  name  that  had  been  aflumed 
by  thole  in  France  :  that  would  have  been  too  glar 
ing  an  imitation.  Democratic  was  thought  lefs  of- 
feniive,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  well  adapted  to 
a  fociety  of  men  who  were  about  to  fet  themfelves 
up  for  the  watch-dogs  ofa  Government,  which  they 

pretended 
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pretended  was  already  become  too  anftocratic,,  anc} 
was  daily  growing  more  fo  ;  but  that  a  Democrat 
was  but  another  name  for  a  Jacobin  no  one  had  the 
folly  to  deny,  when,  afterwards,  fome  of  thefe  very 
clubs  were  known  to  lend  petitions  for  having  their 
names  entered  on  the  regifters  of  the  Jacobin  club  at 
Paris. 

The  mother  club,  in  America,  met  at  Philadel 

phia  on  the  3d  of  July,  1793,  about  fix  or  feven 

weeks  after  Genet's  arrival  in  the  city,  during  which 

fpace,  it  is  well  afcertaincd,  more  than  twenty  thou- 

fand  louis  d'ors  had  been  dirlributed. 

As  to  thofe  who  placed  themfelves  at  the  head  of 
the  Democrats,  fpeaking  of  them  geneiaily,  they 
were  very  little  efteemed,  either  as  private  or  public 
characters.  Few  of  them  were  men  of  property,  and 
fuch  as  were,  owed  their  poiTeffions  to  fome  cafual 
circumftance,  rather  than  to  family,  induftry,  or  ta 
lents.  The  bulk  of  political  reformers  is.  .always 
compofed  of  needy,  discontented  men,  too  indolent 
or  impatient  to  advance  themfelves  by  fair  and  honefl 
means,  and  too  ambitious  to  remain  quiet  in  oblcu- 
rity.  Such,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  thofe  who 
•  have  appeared  among  the  leaders  of  the  American 
Jacobins  *. 

*  The  officers,  as  they  were  called,  of  the  mother  club,  and  who 
muft  ever  be  looked  upon  (under  Genet)  as  the  chief  instruments 
in  founding  the  feel,  were  ; 

DAVID  KITTEN  HOUSE,  Prejidenf. 

WILLIAM  COATS,   \ricc.Prefulen^  . 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  j 

JAMES  Hu  TCHINSON,       "\ 

ALEXANDER  J.  DALLAS,  I 

MICHAEL  LE  IE,  />  Committee  of  Correfpondenei* 

JONATHAN  SERGEANT, 

DAVID  JACKSON,  J 

ISRAEL  ISRAEL,  Treafurer* 


Sectaries. 
\\  S.  DUPONCEAU,  J 

Thefe  names  fhould  never  be  forgotten. 

i  The 
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The  effects  of  the  inftitution  foon  became  appa 
rent  from  one  end  of  the  United  States  to  the  other. 
The  blaze  did  not  indeed  communicate  itfelf  with 
fuch  rapidity  as  it  had  done  in  France,  nor  did  it 
rage  with  lo  much  fury  when  it  had  caught ;  but  this 
raufl  be  aicribed  to  the  nature  of  the  materials,  and 
not  to  any  want  of  art  or  malice  on  the  part  of  the 
incendiaries.  The  Americans  are  phlegmatic,  flow 
to  act ;  extremely  cautious,  and  difficult  to  be  de 
ceived.  However,  fuch  was  the  indefatigablenefs  of 
the  Democratic  Clubs,  that  I  venture  to  lay,  without 
running  the  riik  of  contradiction,  that  more  enmity 
to  the  General  Government  was  excited  in  the  fpace 
of  fix  months,  by  the  barefaced  correfpondence  and 
refolves  of  thefe  clubs,  than  was  excited  againfl  the 
Colonial  Government  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of 
independence. 

The  leading  object  was  to  ftimulate  the  people  to 
a  clofe  imitation  of  the  French  revolutionifts,  who 
had  juft  then  begun  the  career  of  pure  unadulterated 
fans-culottifm.  Every  act  or  expreffion  that  bore 
the  marks  of  politeneis  or  gentility  foon  began  to  be 
looked  upon,  to  ule  their  own  words,  as  a  fort  of 
Jeze  republicamfme.  All  the  new-fangled  terms  of  the 
regenerated  French  were  introduced  and  made  ufe 
of.  The  word  citizen,  that  ftalking-horfe  of  modern 
liberty-men,  became  almoft  as  common  in  America 
as  in  France.  People,  even  people  of  fenfe,  began 
to  accultom  tliemfelves  to  be-cilizen^each  other  in 
as  fhameful  a  manner  as  the  red -headed  ruffians  of 
the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine. 

The  news-printers  were,  in  fome  fort,  the  teachers 
of  this  new  cant ;  and  it  was  diverting  enough  fome- 
times  to  obferve  their  ernbarrafTment  in  rendering  the 
French  political  jargon  into  Englifh.  One  of  them 
having  a  wedding  to  announce,  found  himfelf  at  a 
ftand  when  he  came  to  the  word  citoyenne.  Our 
good  anceftors  had  not  forefeen  thefe  days  of  equa 
lity, 
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Jity,  and  had  therefore  never  thought  of  a  termination 
to  exprefs  the  feminine  of  a  freeman.  To  fay  that 
Citizen  A.  was  married  to  Citizen  B.  would  have  had 
a  hrutal  found,  even  in  the  ears  of  a  Jacobin,  and 
therefore  the  ingenious  newfman  invented  a  termi 
nation,  and  his  paragraph  ran  thus  i  "  On  — 

"  Citizen was  married  to  Citefe  — by 

"  Citizen ." 

The  citiztrts  of  France  had  juft  given  iignal  proof 
of  their  patriotic  valour,  in  making  war  upon  the  old 
buds  and  flatues  of  their  kings  and  nobles  ;  and  thofe 
of  America  were  determined  not  to  be  behindhand 
with  them,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power.  Lord  Chat 
ham's  ilatue,  ere 6led  by  the  people  of  Charlefton, 
South  Carolina,  as  a  mark  of  their  eileem  for  the 
part  he  took  in  pleading  the  caufe  of  America,  was 
drawn  up  into  the  air,  by  means  of  a  jack  and  pullies, 
and  abfokitely  hanged,  not  until  it  was  dead,  but  till 
the  head  fepa rated  from  the  body  *.  The  tfatue  of 
Lord  Bottetourt,  a  piece  of  exquiiite  workman  (hip, 
which  flood  in  the  town-houfe  of  Williamfburgh,  in 
Virginia,  was  beheaded  by  the  ft udents  of  that  place  ; 
2nd  every  mark  of  indignity,  fuch  as  ignoble  minds 
can  fhow,  was  heaped  on  the  refemblance  of  a  man, 
to  whom  the  fathers  of  thefe  ftudents  had  yielded  all 
poflible  teftimony  of  love  and  efteem. 

The  rage  for  re-baptipn9  as  the  French  call  it,  alfo 
fpread  very  far.  An  alley  at  Bofton,  called  Royal 
Exchange  Alley -,  and  the  flump  of  a  tree  in  the  fame 
town,  which  had  borne  the  name  of  Royal,  were  re- 
baptized  with  a  vail  deal  of  formality :  the  former 
was  called  Equality  Lane,  and  the  latter  Liberty  Stump. 

*  A  ftatue  of  his  Lordfhip  was  eroded  at  New -York,  in  gratitude 
for  his  oppofition  to  the  mcafures  of  his  M.ajefty's  minifters  for 
reducing  the  Americans  to  obedience.  But  this  ftatue  alfo  was 
lebeaded,  and  the  materials  of  which  it  was  competed,  the  people, 
in  a  merry  mood,  employed  in  the  ereclion,  hoi  of  a  temple  oi  Fame, 
but  a  temple  of  Cloadna! — What  a  lefTon  for  future  patriots  ! 

At 
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At  New-York  the  names  of  feveral  ftreets  and  places 
were  changed :  Queen  Street  became  Pearl  Street ;  and 
King  Street,  Liberty  Street. 

Thofe  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  influence 
of  the  Democraric  Clubs,  were  aftoniihad  at  thefe 
marks  of  political  infanity.  Indeed,  the;  follies  of  the 
French  feemed  to  be  wafted  over  the  inftant  they  had 
birth,  and  the  different  diftricls  appeared  to  vie  with 
each  other  in  adopting  them.  The  delirium  feized 
even  the  women  and  children  ;  the  former  began  to 
talk  about  liberty  and  equality  in  a  good  maiculine 
ftyle :  I  have  heard  more  than  one  young  woman, 
under  the  age  of  twenty,  declare  that  they  would 
willingly  have  dipped  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  the 
Queen  of  France.  A  third  part  of  the  children,  at 
leait,  was  decorated,  like  their  wife  lires,  in  tri-co- 
loured  cockades.  "  Danfons  la  Carmagnole^  pro 
nounced  in  a  broken  accent,  was  echoed  through 
every  ftreet  and  every  alley  of  Philadelphia,  by  both 
boys  and  girls.  Some  ingenious  democratic  poet  had 
compofed  the  following  lines  : 

"  Engiifhman  no  bon  for  me* 
"  Frenchman  fight  for  liberty.'* 

This  diftich,  which  at  once  fhows  the  prevailing 
fentiments,  and  exhibits  an  intfance  of  that  kind  of 
jargon  which  was  become  fafhionable,  was  chanted 
about  by  young  and  old.  Poor  devils  !  thought  I 
when  I  ufed  to  hear  them,  little  do  you  know  about 
liberty  ! 

Nor  were  marks  of  ferocity  wanting*  At  a  dinner 
at  Philadelphia  (at  which  Governor  Mifflin  was  pre- 
lent)  a  roaftedpig  became  the  reprefentative  of  Louis 
XVI.  and  it  being  the  anniverfary  of  his  murder,  the 
pig's  head  was  fevered  from  his  body,  then  carried 
round  to  each  of  the  convives,  who,  after  placing  the 
liberty-cap  upon  his  own  head,  pronounced  the  word 

VOL*  i,  i  tyrant. 
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tyrant 9  and  gave  the  poor  little  grunter's  head  a  chop 
with  his  knife  *. 

It  is  juft,  however,  to  obferve,  that  a  very  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  America  abhorred  thefe  de- 
monftrations  of  a  fanguinary  fpirit;  nor  would  it  be 
going  too  far  to  affert,  that  two  thirds  of  the  Demo 
crats  were  foreigners,  landed  in  the*  United  States 
lince  the  war.  The  charge  that  attaches  to  the 
people  in  general,  is,  that  thefe  things  were  fuffered 
to  pa'fs  unreproved.  The  friends  of  order  and  of  hu 
manity  were  dilatory ;  like  perfons  of  the  fame  de- 
fcription  in  France,  they  feemed  to  be  waiting  till 


*  Never  was  the  memory  of  any  man  fo  cruelly  infulted  as  that 
of  this  monarch.  He  was  guillotined  in  effigy,  in  the  capital  of 
the  Union,  twenty  or  thirty  times  every  day,  during  one  .whole 
winter,  and  part  of  the  fummer.  Men,  women,  and  children, 
flocked  to  this  tragical  exhibition,  and  not  a  tingle  paragraph  ap 
peared  in  the  papers  to  (hame  them  from  it.- Much  has  been 

laid  about  the  crucify  of  EngliJhJpertS)  and  the  humane  French  have 
now  and  then  ftigmatized  them  as  barbarians,  for  the  delight  they 
take  in  feeing  a  pair  of  courageous  animals  fpur  each  other  to 
death;  nay,  the  charge  has  been  often  repeated  by  Americans; 
but  I  defy  both  French  and  Americans  to  bring  me  an  inftance  of 
cruelty  from  the  Englifli  fports,  that  will  bear  a  comparifon  with 
the  exhibition  above  mentioned. 

One  cannot  think  of  this  exhibition  without  reflecting  on  the 
honours  thru  Louis  formerly  received  on  the  fame  ipot.  On  the 
triumphal  arch  that  was  erected  at  Philadelphia,  in  1 783,  was  a  bull 
of  Louis  XVI.  with  this  motto  : 

MERHNDO  'MEMORES   FACIT. 
His  merit  makes  us  remember  him. 

On  another  part  of  the  ar.ch  were  the  Three  Lilies,  the  arms  of 
'France,  with  this  motto; 

G LOR  JAM    SUPER  ANT. 

7  bey  exceed  in  glory. 

When  a  reprefentation  of  this  triumphal  arch  was  fent  to  the 
King  of  France,  what  would  he  have  done  to  one  of  his  courtiers, 
who  fliould  have  iaid  to  him  :  "  Sire,  be  not  too  vain  ;  depend 
*'  not  too  much  on  the  fincerity  of  the  Americans ;  for  ten  years 
'•*  from  this  day  they  will  fliake  hands  with  your  murderers,  and  on 
*'•  the  very  fpot  where  this  arch  was  erected,  they  will  murder 
V  you  in  effigy;  and  thefe  lilies,  uow  furpaffing in  glory,  will  they 
**  trample  under  foot." 

the 
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tfe  forts  of  equality  came  to  cut  their  throats;  and 
if  they  have  finally  efcaped,  it  is  to  be  afcribed  to 
raere  chance,  or  to  anything  rather  than  to  their  own 
exertions. 

While  the  Democratic  Societies  were  thus  poifon- 
ing  the  minds  of  the  people,  familiarizing  them  to  in- 
furrecliori  and  blood,  Genet  was  not  idle.  He  had 
furroundedhiinielf  with  a  troop  of  horfe,  enlifled  and 
embodied  in  Philadelphia.  Thefe  were,  in  general, 
Frenchmen  ;  and  no  one  can  doubt  but  they  were  in 
tended  to  a  61,  either  on  the  offeniive  or  defenfive,  as 
occaiion  might  require.  This  force  rendered  his  ad 
herents  bold  ;  they  thre.v  off  all  referve,  and  ifTued 
their  invitations  to  rebellion  with  an  unfparing  hand, 
The  clubs  at  a  diitance  followed  the  example,  and, 
in  fome  infrances,  improved  upon  it.  f 

As  the  Democrats  increafed  in  ftrength  and  im 
pudence,  other  men  grew  timid.  No  one  ventured 
to  whifper  his  difapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
French  ;  every  one,  even  of  their  moft  favage  acts, 
was  applauded;  robbery  and  murder  were  called 
national  ju/iice  in  America  as  well  as  in  France. 
The  people,  properly  fo  called,  were  fairly  cowed 
down,  and  things  feemed  as  ripe  for  a  revolution 
here  as  they  were  in  France  in  the  month  of  July, 
1790. 

The  country  was  faved  from  this  dreadful  fcourge 
by  the  hafty  indifcretion  of  tbfc  Citizen  Minifter.  The 
light-headed  Frenchman  was  intoxicated  with  his 
fuccefs,  and  conceived  that  the  moment  was  arrived 
for  him  to  fet  the  Government  at  defiance,  and  call 
on  the  people, for  fupport.  But  no  fooner  had  he  ex- 
prefled  his  intention  of  "  appealing  from  the  Prefi- 
"  dent  to  the  fovereign  people,"  than  he  found  he 
had  been  too  fanguine. 

Genet's  infolence  produced  a  complaint  on  the 
part  of  the  American  Government,  and  this  com 
plaint  had  produced  his  recall.  The  corjner-ftone  of 

i  a  the 


1 1 6  S  UMM ARY  VIEW 

the  Jacobin  affiliation  being  removed,  every  one  ex- 
peeled  the  fu perfi.ru clure  to  fall  to  the  ground. 

But  as  FaucJiet,  the  fucceffor  of  Genet,  trod  ex 
actly  in  his  fteps,  though  with  a  little  more  caution, 
the  Democratic  Clubs  made  not  the  leaft  hefitation  in. 
transferring  their  obedience  from  one  Minifter  to  the 
other.     Indeed,    all  the  difciples  of  the   new-light 
philofophy  are  made  of  the  fame  commodious  kind 
of  fluff.     All  that  they  do  is,  to  aik  who  directs  the 
ftorm  of  anarchy,  and  they  inilantly  become  his  ar 
dent  admirers,  if  not  his  tools.     In  this  refpecl,  no 
let   of  beings,   1    cannot  call  them  men,  ever  ap 
proached  fo  neat  to  the  herd  of  Paris,  as  did  the  De 
mocrats   of  America,     One  day  law  the  faction  of 
Briffot  exalted  to  the  fkics,  and  the  very  next  faw 
the  fame  compliments,  the  very  fame  turgid  effu- 
lions  of  patriotic  admiration,  heaped  on  their  mur 
derers.     From  the  firft  aflembling  of  the  States  Ge 
neral  to  this  very  hour,  every  leader,  while  he  con 
tinued  fuch,  has  been  the  god  of  thole  wretches  who 
nowadays  fryle  themfelvcs  patriots.     I  have  fcen  a 
bundle  of  Gazettes  publifhed  all' by  the  fame  man, 
\v  herein  Mirabeau,  Fayette,  Briffot,  Danton,  Robe- 
fpierre,  and  Barras,  are  all  panegyrized  and  execrated 
in  due  fucceffion  ;  nor  do  I  yet  defpair  of  living  to 
fee  Bonaparte  added  to  the  lift.     The  versatile  mob 
of  Paris,  who  firft  canonized  Mirabeau  and  Voltaire, 
and  afterwards  fcattered  their  remains  to  the  winds  ; 
and  who,    after  having  given  Marat's  ugly  carcafs  a 
place  in  their  temple  of  Fame,  and  his  name  to  a  city, 
dug  him  up,  put  his  afhes  into  a  Jordan,  by  way  o£ 
urn,  and  then  threw  them  into  the  common  fewer;:, 
this  verfatile,  flupid.  and  venal  mob,  does  not  fur- 
pafs  in  either  quality,  the  democratic  news -printers  in* 
the  United  States  of  America  *. 

The 


*  I  am  aware  that  the  Americans  will  recriminate  here,  ant!  in-- 
that  this  defcription  applies,  with  equal  aptnefs,  to  the  Englijb 
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The  unremitted  exertions  of  fo  many  turbulent 
$nen  as  were  enrolled  in  the  Democratic  Societies, 
could  not  fail  to  throw  the  whole  country  into  a  fer 
ment.  They  did  not,  however,  fucceed  in  produ 
cing  an  open  revolt  till  the  fummer  of  1794,  when 
the  people  in  the  Weftern  Counties  of  Pennjyfaania 
were  encouraged  by  them  to  refill,  by  force  of  arms, 
the  law  for  collecling  an  excife  on  home-diftilled 
fpirits  *. 

The 


news-printers.  Granted,  with  all  my  heart !  Not  only  to  fame,  but 
nearly  all.  There  is  one  PERRY,  who  publifhes  in  London  a 
paper  called  the  Morning  Chronicle,  who  is  many  degrees  lower 
than  Brown  or  Duane. 

Nor  are  other  admirers  of  the  French  regicides  and  nfurpers 
lefs  verfatile  or  lefs  bafe  in  England  than  in  America.  The  rough- 
headed  wretches,  who  no<w  gaze  with  ecftacy  on  the  picture  of  the 
murderer  of  the  Alexandrians,  would,  were  he  hurled  from  his 
throne,  join  in  rejoicing  at  his  tall,  in  execrating  his  memory,  and 
in  extolring  his  iucceflbr,  provided  that  fucceflbr  were  a  republi 
can,,  an  infidel,  and  a  fworn  enemy  of  their  country.  With  {hame 
be  it  fpoken,  men  of  this  difpofition  are  not  few  in  number,  and 
are  too  often  found  in  places  where  one  might  expect  to  meet 
with  lincerity,  religion,  and  loyalty. 

*  To  convince  any  candid  man,  that  the  Weftern  Infurgents 
were  connected  with  the  Democratic  Societies,  and  were,  by  thofe 
Societies,  encouraged  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  Government, 
there  needs  nothing  more  than  the  following  extract  from  the  pro 
ceedings  of  the  mother  club : 
«  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Democratic  Society  of  Pennfylvania,  held 

at  Philadelphia,  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1794,  and 

of  American  Independence  the  nineteenth  ; 

"  Refolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  That  thejnfant  manu 
factories  of  this  country  require  the  fofteringcare  ot  Government ; 
and  that  thofe  articlesof  dorneftic  manufacture  which  are  piopofecl, 
in  a  Report  to  the  Houfe  of  Representatives  of  the  Unite  S.ate?, 
to  be  excifed,  cannot  bear  the  burden ;  and  that  inch  a  tax  will 
tend  to  the  ruin  of  many  individuals  and  the  impovei  idling  of  the 
country. 

"  Refolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  That  taxation  by  excife 
has  ever  been  juftly  abhorred  by  freemen  ;  that  it  is  a  fyftem  at- 
$v.nded  with  numerous  vexations,  opens  the  door  to  manifold 
frauds,  and  is  moft  expenfive  in  its  collection.  It  is  alfo  highly 
objectionable,  by  the  number  of  ofiicers  it  renders  necefiary,  ever 

i   3  ready 
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The  difcontents  with  refpedl  to  this  law  \verer  in 
deed,  of  fome   ft  and  ing.     The  law  was  pafied  in 
1790,  and  ieveral  petitions  and  remonft ranees  had 
been  preferred  againft  it  during  the  years  1792  and 
I793-     Congrefs  was  compelled  to  begin  a  fyftem  of 
direct  taxation,  the  commerce  having  already  been 
overcharged,  without  producing  a  revenue  fufficient 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  national  debt.    The  excife  was  far  from 
being  oppreffive  in  itfelf,  or  injurious  in  its  tendency  ; 
but  it  was  odious,  and  it  had  been  rendered  fo  by  thole 
very  perfons  by  whom  it  was  impofed.  The  artful  mif- 
ieprefentations,  which  the  leading  Whigs  made  ufe 
of  to  alienate  the  affecYions  of  the  Americans  from 
their  fovereign,  were  now  brought   into   operation 
againft  themielves.    Seventeen  years  had  not  effaced 
from  the  memory  of  the  people  thole  inflammatory 
harangues  that  were  made  againft  a  three-penny  duty 
upon  tea;  and  if  thcfe  verbal  efm  lions   of  fed  it  ion 
had    been    forgotten,   .there    unfortunately   exiftcd 
printed  documents  for  the  complainants  to  refer  to. 
One  of  their  remonft  ranees  contained  this  remark 
able  paffage  :   '  If,  in  cur  opinion  of  the  nature  and 

*  coniequenccs  of  fuch  a  fyftcra,  we  have  erred,  the 
(  error  has  been  tauglit  us  by  a  Congrefs  of  the  United 
s  Slates,  of   which  GEORGE  WASHINGTON    was  a 
6  member,    and  which  has    not  been   exceeded   in 

*  wifdom,  virtue,    or  patriotifm,    by    any   political 
(  body  lince  known  to  the  Union.     In  the  addrels 

• 

ready  to  join  in  a   firm  phalanx  to  fupport  Government  even  in 
unwarrantable  mcafures. 

"  Refolved,  That  we  cheerfully  concur  in  the  fentiments  ex- 
prefled  by  our  fellow-citizen?  at  a  general  meeting  this  evening ; 
and  will  join  in  any  conilitutional  ineafures  to  prevent  the  final 
adoption  of  the  fyftem  of  excife  now  contemplated  by  Congreis. 
**  By  order  of  the  Society, 

"  J.  SMITH,  Preiident  pro  tern. 
"'  G,  BOOTH,  Secretary." 

6  tranfmitfed 
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c  tranfmitted  by  Congrels  to  the  inhal  itints  of  Ca- 
c  nada,  in  the  month  of  October,  1774,  it  is  empha- 
c  tically  declared,  "  Yon  are  fubje&ed  to  the  impo- 
c  fition  of  EXCISES,  ibc*.  horror  of  all  free  States  ;  thus 
c  wreliing  your  property  from  you,  by  the  mojl  odious 
'  of  taxes ,  and  laying  open  to  infolcnt  tax  gatherers 
e  houfes,  fcenes  of  domeftic  peace  and  comfort,  and 
*  called  the  ca files  of  Engliih  fubjedls,  in  the  books 
<  of  their  law".' 

Thus  (exclaimed  an  old  Tory,  at  the  time  when 
this  remonft  ranee  wasprefentcd),  thus  has  WASHING 
TON  lived  to  fee  the  very  words  which  he  employed 
to  urge  the  Canadians  to  rebel  again  ft  their  and  his 
fovereign,  made  life  of  to  flir  up  rebellion  againft 
himfelf.  "  Behold,  hetravaileth  with  iniquity,  and 
"  hath  conceived  mifchief,  and  brought  forth  falfe- 
"  hood,  fie  made  a  pit,  and  digged  it,  and  is 
66  fallen  into  the  ditch  which  he  made.  His  mifchief 
"  fhall  return  upon  his  own  head,  and  his  violent 
"  .dealing  fhall  come  down  upon  bis  own  pate." 

If  the  old  man  remembered  fo  much  of  Holy 
Writ,  of  which  I  much  doubt,  this  denunciation  of 
the  Pfalmifl:  muft  have  occurred  to  him  on  the  breakr 
ing  out  of  the  Weflern  Infurre&ion.  I  well  remem 
ber  hearing  him  deliver  to  Congrefs,  the  fpecch  in 
which  he  detailed  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  termination 
of  the  revolt*.  Shame  feemed  to  have  no  irnall 
fhare  in  his  feelings ;  and  when  he  came  to  name  the 
particular  counties  that  had  revolted,  which,  unfor 
tunately,  were  thofe  of  WASHINGTON  and  FAYETTE, 
he  faltered,  and  trembled  like  a  criminal  reading  his 
confefiion.  Whal  a  train  of  ideas  mud  thofc  names, 
pronounced  on  fuch  an  occaiion,  have  excited  in 
the  minds  of  his  hearers !  At  that  moment  what 
would  he  not  have  given  to  wipe  away  the  remem 
brance  of  his  deeds  ? 


*  Vol.  ii.  p.  158, 

j  4  But 
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But  though  the  weltern  difcontents  certainly  owed 
their  rife  to  thofe  principles,  which  were  inculcated 
during  the  rebellion  againit  the  mother-country, 
they  probably  never  would  have  produced  an  open 
infurrection,  had  it  not  been  for  the  encouragement 
the  malcontents  received  from  the  Democratic  Socie 
ties.  By  means  of  this  affiliation,  they  conveyed 
their  pretended  grievances  to  every  corner  of  the 
Union,  whence  they  infiantly  received  affurances  of 
aid  and  fupport  from  the  clubs  ;  and  thus  prompted, 
they  at  laft,  after  two  years  fpent  in  refolves,  remon- 
tfrances,  and  threats,  took  up  arms  againil  the  Go 
vernment,  following,  in  all  things,  the  precepts 
and  example  of  thole  who  had  iiril  taught  them 
ihe  holy  right  of  infurreBicn  *. 


*  For  an  account  of  the  progrefs  and  termination  of  thelnfur-* 
rection,  fee  WESTERN  INSURRECTION',  vol.i. 

Mr.  Jay's  million  to  England  ha?  been  purpofely  omitted  in  this 
Summary,  as  it  is  fully  treated  of  in  the  fubfequent  fa&s,  particu* 
larly  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  Britim  Treaty,  vol.  ii,  p.  233 ; 
untl  in  a  Little  Plain  Englifh,  vol.  ii.  p.  281. 
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DOCTOR    PRIESTLEY. 


HILE  the  Infurredion  in  the  Weftern  Coun 
ties  of  Penafylvania  was  upon  the  point  of  breaking 
out,  Doclor  Prieftley  arrived  in  America,  and  added 
one  more  to  the  parti  fans  of  France.  Upon  his 
arrival  he  was  adclreffed  by  feveral  Societies  of 
icoundrels,  under  various  denominations.  But  be 
fore  I  intert  the  adclreffes,  which  he  received  in  Ame 
rica,  I  muft  give  a  place  to  one  that  was  delivered 
to  him  upon  his  leaving  Europe. 

The  Society   of  United  Irijhmen  vf  Dublin,  to   Jofeph 

Prieftley,  L.  L.  D. 
SIR, 

Suffer  a  Society  which  has  been  calumniated  as 
devoid  of  all  fenfe  of  religion,  law,  or  morality,  to 
Sympathize  with  one  whom  calumny  of  a  iimilar 
kind  is  about  to  drive  from  his  native  land,  a  land 
which  he  has  adorned  and  enlightened  in  almo(r 
every  branch  of  liberal  literature  and  of  uteful  philo- 
ibphy.  The  emigration  of  Doctor  Pnciilcy  will  form 
a  ftriking  hiflorical  fael,  by  which  alone  future  ages 
will  learn  to  ellimatc  truly  the  temper  of  the  prclent 
times. — Your  departure  will  not  only  give  evidence 
of  the  injury  which  philofophy  and  literature  have 
received  in  your  pcrfon5  but  will  prove  that  accu 
mulation 
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mulation  of  petty  difquietudes,  which  has  robbed 
your  lite  of  its  zeft  and  enjoyment ;  for,  at  your  acre, 
DO  one  would  willingly  embark  on  inch  a  voyage; 
and  fure  we  are?  it  was  your  own  vviln  and  prayer, 
to  be  buried  in  your  native  country,  which  contains 
theduft  of  your  old  friends,  Saville,  Price,  Jehb,and 
Fothergill.  But  be  cheerful,  clear  Sir  ;  you  arc  goin£ 
to  a  happier  world — the  world  of  Wafhington  and 
Franklin, 

In  idea,  we  accompany  you.  We  Hand  near  you 
while  you  are  fetting  fail.  We  watch  your  eyes  that 
linger  on  the  white  cliffs,  and  we  hear  the  patri 
archal  bleffing  which  your  foul  pours  out  on  the 
land  of  your  nativity,  the  afpiration  that  afcrnds  to 
God  for  its  peace,  its  freedom,  and  its  profperity. 
Again  do  we  participate  in  your  feelings  on  fir  ft 
beholding  nature  in  her  noblcft  tccnes  and  gran  deft 
features,  on  finding  man  bulled  in  rendering  himfelf 
worthy  of  nature;  but  more  than  all,  on  contem 
plating  with  philofophic  preicience,  the  coming  pe 
riod  when  thofe  vail  inland  feas  fhall  be  fhadowcd 
with  fails,  when  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Mifliflippi 
fhall  ftretch  forth  their  arms  to  embrace  the  conti 
nent  in  a  great  circle  of  interior  navigation  ;  when 
the  Pacific  Ocean  fhall  pour  into  the  Atlantic  ;  when 
man  will  become  more  precious  than  fine  gold,  and 
when  his  ambition  Iball  be  to  fubclue  the  elements., 
not  to  fubjugate  his  fellow-creatures,  to  make  fire, 
water,  earth,  and  air,  obey  his  bidding,  but  to  leave 
the  pure  ethereal  mind,  as  the  fole  thing  in  nature 
free  and  incoercible. 

Happy  indeed  would  it  be,  were  men  in  power  to 
recollect  this  quality  of  the  human  mind.  Suffer  us 
to  give  them  an  example  from  a  fcicnce  of  which 
you  are  a  mighty  mailer;  that  attempts  to  fix  the  ele 
ment  of  mind,  only  increafe  its  activity,  and  that 
to  calculate  what  may  he  from  what  hns  hern,  is  a. 
•very  dangerous  deceit.  Were  all  the  taUpcfre  in  India 
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monopolized,  this  would  only  make  chemical    re- 
fearchcs  more  ardent  and  fuccefsful.     The  chalky 
earths  would  be  fearched  for  it,  and  nitre-beds  would 
be  made  in  every  cellar  and   every  liable.     Did  not 
that  prove  fhfficient,  the  genius  of  chemiftry  would 
find  in  a  new  fait  a  fubftitute  for  nitre,  or  a  power 
fuperior  to  it.     It  requires  greater  genius  than  Mr. 
Pitt  feerr.s  to  poffefs,  to  know  the  wonderful  refources 
of  mind,,  when  patriotifm  animates  piiilofophy,  and 
all  the  arts  and  Iciences  are  p^ut  under  a  irate  of  re- 
quifition,  when  the  attention  of  a  whole  Icientifie 
people  is  bent  to  multiplying  the  means  and  inftru- 
rnents  of  dell  ruction,  and  when  philoibphy  riles  in  a 
rnafs  to  drive  on   the  wedge  of  war.      A  black  pow 
der  has  changed  the  military  art,  and,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  manners  of  mankind.    Why  may  not  the 
fame    fcience   which    produced  it    produce  another 
powder,  which, inflamed  under  a  certain  compreilion, 
might  impel  the  air,  ib  as  to  ihakedown  the  ftrongeft 
towers,  and  fcatter  deftruction? 

But  you  are  going  to  a  country  of  fcience,  that  is 
turned  to  better  ufes.  Your  change  of  place  will 
give  room  for  the  matchlefs  aclivity  of  your  genius; 
and  you  will  take  a  fublirne  pleafure  in  bellowing  on 
Britain  the  benefit  of  your  future  difcoveries.  As 
matter  changes  its  form,  but  not  a  particle  is  ever 
loft,  fo  the  principles  of  virtuous  minds  are  equally 
imperifhable ;  and  your  change  of  fituation  may 
even  render  truth  more  operative,  knowledge  more 
productive,  and,  in  the  event,  liberty  itfelf  more  uni- 
verfal.  Walled  by  the  wind,  or  toft  by  the  waves, 
the  feed  that  is  here  thrown  out  as  dead,  there  fhools 
up  and  fiourifhes.  It  is  probable  that  emigration  to 
America,  from  the  firft  fettlement  downward,  has 
not  only  ferved  the  caufe  of  general  liberty,  but  will 
eventually  and  circuitoufly  ferve  it  even  in  Britain. 
What  mighty  events  have  arifen  from  that  germ 
\yhich  might  once  have  been  fuppofcd  to  be  loii  for 

ever 
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ever  in  the  woods  of  America,  but  thrown  upon  the 
bofom  of  nature  !  the  breath  of  God  revived  it,  and 
the  world  has  gathered  its  fruits. 

Even  Ireland  has  contributed  her  fhare  to  the  li 
berties  of  America;  and  while  purblind  ftatciinen 
were  happy  to  get  rid  of  the  llubborn  Preibyterians 
of  the  North,  they  little  thought  that  they  were 
ferving  a  good  caufe  in  another  quarter. — Yes  !  the 
volunteers  of  Ireland  ft  ill  live — they  live  acrofs  the 
Atlantic.  Let  this  idea  animate  us  in  our  fufFerings ; 
and  may  the  pure  principles  and  genuine  luftre  of 
the  Britifh  conftitution,  reflected  from  their  coafts, 
penetrate  into  our  cells  and  dungeons! 

Farewell,  great  and  good  man  !  great  by  your 
mental  powers,  by  your  multiplied  literary  labours, 
hut  greater  ft  ill  by  thofe  houfehold  virtues  which 
form  the  only  fecurity  for  public  conduct,  by  thofe 
mild  and  gentle  qualities,  which,  far  from  being  averfe 
to,  are  moft  frequently  attended  with  fevere  and  in 
flexible  patriotifm,  riling  like  an  oak  above  a  modeft 
maniion. — Farewell — but  before  you  go, we  befeech  a 
portion  of  your  parting  prayer  to  the  Author  of  good, 
for  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  the  pupil  of  Jebb, 
our  brother,  now  fuffering  imprifonmenta  and  for  all 
ihofe  who  have  fufTered,  and  are  about  to  fuffer  in  the 
fame  caufe — the  caufe  of  impartial  and  adequate 
reprefentation — the  caufe  of  the  conftitution.  Pray 
to  the  befl  of  Beings  for  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving, 
Margarot,  and  Gerald,  who  are  now,  or  will  fhortly 
be,  crofiing,  like  you,  the  bleak  ocean,  but  to  a  bar 
barous  land  !  pray  that  they  may  be  animated  with 
the  fame  fpirit  which,  in  the  days  of  their  fathers, 
triumphed  at  the  flake,  and  fhone  in  the  mid  ft  of 
flames  !  Melancholy  indeed  it  is,  that  the  mildelt 
and  rnoft  humane  of  all  religions  fhould  have  been 
ib  perverted  as  to  hang  or  burn  men  in  order  to  keep 
them  of  one  faith. 

It  is  equally  melancholy,  that  the  mofi  defervedly 
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extolled  ofciv.il  conftitutions  fhould  recur  to  fimilar 
modes  of  coercion,  and  that  hanging  and  burning 
are  not  now  employed,  principally  becaufe  rneafures 
apparently  milder  are  confidered  as  more  effectual. 
Farewell  !  icon  may  you  embrace  youf  fons  on  the 
American  fhore,  and  Wafliington  take  you  by  the 
hand,  and  the  ihade  of  Franklin  look  down  with 
calm  delight  on  the  firft  itatefman-of  the  age  ex 
tending:  his  protection  to  its  fir  it  philoibpher  *. 
Dublin,  March  28,  1794. 

Tammany 

*  The  following  article  appeared  hi  the  American  papers  jufl 
after  the  Doctor's  landing  : 

*'  An  elegant  filver  ink-ftand,  with  the  following  infcription, 
"  was  prefenttrd  to  Doftor  Prieftley,  by  three  young  gentlemen  of 
ic  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

st  T°  J0<'cpk  PricjUey^  L.L.  D.  &c.  en  his  departure  it.' fa  exile,  fr on: 
*"  a  fc-~v  Members  of  the  Univerjity  of  Cambridge,  who  regret  that 
4k  th'n  fxprcijion  of  their  fftecm  Jbould  be  occajioncdby  the  ingraft- 
"  tude  of  their  country" 

The  following  Addrefs  is  alfo  worth  preserving: 
Awards  from  the  Sheffield  Conftituttonal  Society,  tranfmitted  to 
2Mr.  Moflat,  Solicitor  for  Meflrs.  Mnir  and  Palmer,  which  he 
psefented  to  Meflrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving,  and  Margarot,  on 
board  ihe  Surpriie  tranfport,  bound  for  Botany  Bay. 

To  Meffi'S.  Muir,  Palmer^  Skirvingi  and  Margarot. 
**  GENEROUS  PATRIOTS, 

*'  The  Sheffiekl  Conllitutional  Society  approaches  you  with  ve 
neration.  This  letter  comes  not  fraught  with  pity,  condolence, 
itiid  coniblatioii ;  HO,  our  pity  we  reierve  for  your  perieeutors, 
condolence  and  coniolation  we  need  tor  ourieJves  :  our  lois  iij.. 
greater  than  yours.  You  are  only  baniflied  from  a  country,  which, 
however  dear,  is  unworthy  of  you  ;  we  are  deprived  of  your 
abilities,  ot  your  virtues,  and  of  your  examples;  and  though  you 
be  doomed  to  fweat  under  the  yoke  of  bondage,  are  our  chains 
lets  galling  than  yours,  becaufe  the  name  of  liberty  is  branded  on 
the  hooks  ? 

"  At  this  mournful  moment  of  reparation,  we  fympathize,  though 
we  feel  your  lufferings.  Yet  pardon  us  :  we  \veep  not  for  you,  but 
for  ourfelves,  for  our  children,  for  our  orphan  country,  thus  fud- 
denly  deprived,  by  a  tyrannical  decree,  of  four  of  its  fathers,  at 
one  rending  pang.  Our  hearts  are  too  full  to  fay  much:  your 
comforts  repoie  within  the  far.&narjes  of  your  own  boioms,  fee ure 
from  the  reach  of  all  the  tyrants  of  earth  and  hell. 

"  May  the  great  Father  of  Mercies  ftretch  forth  his  omnipotent 
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Tammany  Society  of  New-York. 

Monday  evening  the  Committee  appointed  by  thd 
TAMMANY  SOCIETY  -o  addfefs  their  congratula 
tions,  &c.  to  the  Rev.  JOSEPH  PRIESTLEY,  hav 
ing  reported  their  Addrefs,  and  his  anfwer  thereto, 
and  that  the  fir  ft  opportunity  had  been  taken  to 
wait  on  him  agreeably  to  their  direction,  the  So 
ciety  refolved  unanimoufly  the  publication  of 
their  Report. 

To  the  Rev.  Jo/lph  Prirflky,  L.  L.  D. 
A  numerous  body  of  freemen,   who  afTociate  to 

cultivate  among  them  the  love  of  liberty  and  the  en- 


arm,  to  guard  you  acrofs  the  pathlefs  ocean  !  may  he  fend  his 
angel  to  prepare  your  way,  in  the  bleak  and  inhofpitable  region,; 
whither  you  are  bound  !  and  oh,  if  it  be  his  iovereign  pleafure, 
may  that  guardian  angel,  and  that  omnipotent  arm,  loon,  loon 
reftore  you  triumphant  to  your  regenerated  country  ! 

"  Our  prayers,  our  thanks,  our  hearts,  attend  you  ;  forget  not  us-, 
but  frequently,  when  the  cruel  toils  of  the  clay  are  over,  in  the 
cool  of  the  evening,  as  you  wander  together,  converting,  or  medi 
tate  alone  on  the  melancholy  fliores  of  New-Holland^  turn  yout* 
affectionate  eves  towards  the  land  of  your  nativity,  and  blefs  your 
unfortunate  country.  Then,  amongotherdear  friends,  and  render 
connexions,  which  bleeding  memory  will  renew,  lemember  your 
humble  followers,  your  younger  brethren,  the  patriots  of  bheffield. 
Farewell. 

"  (Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Sheffield  Conftitutional  Soci.ty,) 

"  WILLIAM  BROMEEAD,  Secretary." 

To  the  RL'mbcrs  of  the  Conj}itutronal  Society  of  Sheffield. 

*'  Permit  me  to  expreis  my  ft-nie  or  the  honour  you  have  con 
ferred  upon  me.  Next  to  the  peace  of  my  own  confidence,  do  I 
regard  the  approbation  of  my  fellow. citizens.  That  by  my  humble 
exertions  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  I  have  attracted  lorne  portion  of 
notice  from  men  who  afpire  to  be  free,  under  every  form  of  fuf- 
fei  ing,  (hall  be  my  ponfolation  and  my  pride. 

4i  That  you,  in  co-operation  with  virtuous  citizens,  may  accom- 
plifh  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament, 
is  rny  ardent  prayer  ;  for  in  this  object  alone,  under  Divine  Provi 
dence,  do  I  behold  what  can  fave  this  nation  from  the  horrors  of 
Cupieflion,  of  anarchy,  and  of  blood. 

-'  ibtb  March,  1 794,  Surprife  Tranfport^  THOMAS   MuiR. 

for  Rotary  Ray.  " 
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joyment  of  the  happy  republican  government  under 
which  they  live,  and  who,  for  fcveral  years,  have 
been  known  in  this  city  by  the  name  of  Tammany 
Society,  have  deputed  us  a  Committee,  to  expreis 
TO  you  their  pleafure  and  congratulations  on  your 
(ale  arrival  in  this  country. 

Their  venerable  anceftors  efcapcd,  as  you  have 
done,  from  the  perfections  of  intolerance,  bigotry, 
and  defpotifm;  and  they  would  deem  themfelves  an 
unworthy  progeny,  were  they  not  highly  interested 
in  your  fa  let y  and  happinefs. 

It  is  not  alone  becaufe  your  various  wfeful  publi 
cations  evince  a  life  devoted  to  literature,  and  the 
industrious  purfuit  of  knowledge;  not  only  becaufe 
your  numerous  difcoveries  in  nature  are  fo  efficient 
to  the  progreffion  of  human  happinefs  ;  but  they 
have  long  known  you  to  be  the  friend  of  mankind, 
and,  in  defiance  of  calumny  and  malice,  an  affertor 
of  the  rights  of  confcience,  and  the  champion  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty. 

They  have  learned  with  regret  and  indignation 
the  abandoned  proceedings  of  thole  fpoilers  who 
deftroyed  your  houfe  and  goods,  ruined  your  phi- 
lofophical  apparatus  and  library,  committed  to  the 
flames  your  manufcripts,  pried  into  the  fecrets  of 
your  private  papers,  and,  in  their  barbarian  fury, 
put  your  life  itfclf  in  clanger.  They  heard  you 
ailb,  with  exalted  benevolence,  return  unto  them 
"  bieflings  forcurfes;"  and  while  you  thus  exem 
plified  the  undaunted  integrity  of  the  patriot,  the 
mild  and  forbearing  virtues  of  the  Chriilian,  they 
hailed  you  victor  in  this  magnanimous  triumph  over 
your  enemies. 

You  have  fled  from  the  rude  arm  of  violence, 
from  the  flames  of  bigotry,  from  the  rod  of  lawlefs 
power  ;  and  you  ihall  find  refuge  in  the  bofom  of 
freedom,  of  peace,  and  of  Americans. 

You  have  left  your  native  land,  a  country,  doubt- 
i  lefs. 
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lefs,  ever  dear  to  you  ;  a  country  for  \vhofe  improve-^ 
ment  in  virtue  and  knowledge  you  have  long  dilin* 
tereitedly  laboured,  for  which  its  rewards  are  in 
gratitude,  injuftice,  and  banifhment ;  a  country, 
although  now  prefenting  a  profpect  frightful  to  the 
eye  of  humanity,  yet  once  the  nurle  of  fcience,  of 
arts,  of  heroes,  and  of  freemen ;  a  country  which, 
although  at  prefent  apparently  felf- devoted  to  de- 
firuclion,  we  fondly  hope  may  yet  tread  back  the 
Iteps  of  infamy  and  ruin,  and  once  more  rife  con* 
fpicuous  among  the  free  nations  of  the  earth. 

In  this  advanced  period  of  your  life,  when  nature 
demands  the  fweets  of  tranquillity,  you  have  been 
conflrained  to  encounter  the  tern  pair  uo  us  deep,  to 
riik  difappointed  proipects  in  a  foreign  land,  to  give 
up  the  fatisfaclions  of  domerlic  quiet,  to  tear  your- 
felf  from  the  friends  of  your  youth,  from  a  nu 
merous  acquaintance,  who  revere  and  love  you5 
and  will  long  deplore  your  lofs. 

We  enter,  Sir,  with  emotion  and  fympathy  into 
numerous  facrifices  you  muft  have  made  to  an 
undertaking  which  fo  eminently  exhibits  our  country 
as  an  afylum  for  the  perfccuted  and  opprefled ;  and 
into  thofe  regretful  fenlibilities  your  heart  expe^ 
rienced  when  the  ihores  of  your  native  land  were 
leffening  to  your  view. 

Alive  to  the  impreffions  of  this  occafion,  we  give 
you  a  warm  and  hearty  welcome  into  thefe  United 
States ;  we  truft  a  country  worthy  of  you,  where 
Providence  has  unfolded  a  fcene  as  new  as  it  is  au- 
guft,  as  felicitating  as  it  is  unexampled.  The  en 
joyment  of  liberty,  with  but  one  difgraceful  excep 
tion,  pervades  every  clafs  of  citizens.  A  catholic 
and  lincere  fpirit  of  toleration  regulates  fociety, 
which  rifes  into  zeal  when  the  facred  rights  of  hu 
manity  are  invaded.  And  there  exifts  a  fentiment 
of  free  and  candid  inquiry,  which  difdains  thefhackler, 
2,  of 
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of  tradition,  promiling  a  rich  harveft  of  improve 
ment,  and  the  glorious  triumph  of  truth. 

We  hope,  Sir,  that  the  great  Being,  whofe  laws 
and  works  you  have  made  the  tfudy  of  your  life, 
will  fmile  upon  and  hlefs  you,  reflore  you  to  every 
domeitic  and  philofbphical  enjoyment,  profper  you 
in  every  undertaking  beneficial  to  mankind,  render 
you,  as  you  have  heen  of  your  own,  the  ornament 
of  this  country,  and  crown  you  at  laft  with  im 
mortal  felicity  and  honour  *. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Tammany  Society  of  New-  Yor£> 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  think  myfelf  greatly  honoured,  flying  as  I  do 
from  ill  treatment  in  my  native  country,  on  account 
of  my  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  to  be  received  with  the  congratulations  of 
"  a  fociety  of  freemen  aflbciated  to  cultivate  the 
love  of  liberty  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  happy  repub 
lican  Government." 

Happy  would  our  Venerable  anceftors,  as  you 
juftly  call  them,  have  been  to  have  found  America 
iuch  a  retreat  for  them  as  it  is  to  me,  when  they 
were  driven  hither  ;  but  happy  has  it  proved  to  me, 
and  happy  will  it  be  for  the  world>  that,  in  the 
wife  and  benevolent  order  of  Providence,  abnfes  of 
power  are  ever  deftruclive  of  itfelf  and  favourable  to 
liberty.  Their  ftrennous  exertions  and  yours  now 
give  me  that  afylum  which,  at  my  time  of  life,  is 
peculiarly  grateful  to  me,  who  only  wifh  to  continue 
unmolefted  thofe  purfuits  of  various  literature  to 
which,  without  having  ever  entered  into  any  poli 
tical  connexions,  my  life  has  been  devoted. 

I  join   you    in   viewing  with   regret   the   unfa- 

*  The  Tammany  Society  was,  as  it  ftill  is,  compofed  of  about 
forty  poor  rogues,  and  about  three  rich  fools, 

VOL.  i.  K  vourable 
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vourable  profpecl  of  Great  Britain,  formerly,  a$ 
you  fay,  the  nurfe  of  fcience  and  of  freemen  ;  and 
wifti  with  you,  that  the  unhappy  delufion  that  coun 
try  is  now  under,  may  foon  vanifn,  and  that,  what 
ever  be  the  form  of  its  Government,  it  may  vie  with 
this  country  in  every  thing  that  is  favourable  to  the 
belt  interefts  of  mankind,  and  join  with  you  in  re^ 
moving  that  only  difgraceful  circumftance,  which 
you  juflly  acknowledge  to  be  an  exception  to  the 
enjoyment  of  equal  liberty  among  yourfelves.  That 
the  great  Being,  whofe  providence  extends  alike  to 
all  the  human  race,  and  to  whofe  difpofal  I  cheer 
fully  commit  myfelf,  may  eftablilh  whatever  is  good, 
and  remove  whatever  is  imperfect,  from  your  Go 
vernment  and  from  every  Government  in  the  known 
world,  is  the  earnefl  prayer  of, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  refpectful  humble  fervant, 
New-  York,  June  5,1794.  J.  PR i  E STLE  Y  , 


Addrefs  of  the  Democratic  Society  of  Nipw-Yofk  to 
JOSEPH  PRIESTLEY,  L.L.D.  F.R.S. 

SIR, 

We  are  appointed  by  the  Democratic  Society  of 
the  city  of  New-York,  a  Committee  to  congratulate 
you  on  your  arrival  in  this  country  :  and  we  feel  the 
.moil  lively  pleafure  in  bidding  you  a  hearty  welcome 
to  thefe  fhores  of  liberty  and  equality. 

While  the  arm  of  tyranny  is  extended  in  moft  of 
the  nations  of  the  world,  to  crufh  the  fpirit  of  li 
berty,  and  bind  in  chains  the  bodies  and  minds  of 
men,  we  acknowledge,  with  ardent  gratitude  to  the 
great  Parent  of  the  univerfe,  our  iingular  felicity  in 
living  in  a  land  where  reatbn  has  fuccefsfully 
triumphed  over  the  artificial  'dillfaclions  of  BaropeaW 
policy  and  bigotry,  and  where  the  law  equally  pro 
tects 
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feels  the  virtuous  citizen  of  every  defcription   and 
perfbaiion. 

On  this  occafion  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  we 
once  eiteemed  ourfelves  happy  in  the  relation  that 
fubfified  between  us  and  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  ;  but  the  multiplied  oppreflions  which  cha 
racterize  that  Government,  excite  in  us  the  molt 
painful  fenfations,  and  exhibit  a  fpeclacle  as  dif- 
gulting  in  itfelf  as  difhonourable  to  the  Britifli  name. 

The  governments  of  the  old  world  prefent  to  us 
one  huge  'mafs  of  intrigue,  corruption,  and  def- 
potifm  ;  moft  of  them  are  now  bafely  combined  to 
prevent  the  eftabliihment  of  liherty  in  France,  and 
to  efredl  the  total  dellruclion  of  the  rights  of  man. 
Under  thefe  afflicting  circumltances  we  rejoice  thai 
America  opens  her  arms  to  receive,  with  fraternal 
arFecYion,  the  friend  of  liberty  and  human  happinefs, 
and  that  fcere  he  may  enjoy  the  befl  bleflings  of  ci 
vilized  fociety. 

We  iincerely  fympathize  with  you  in  all  that  you 
have  fufTered  ;  and  we  ronfider  the  perfecution  with 
\vhich  you  have  been  purfued  by  a  venal  court,  and 
an  imperious  uncharitable  priefthcod,  as  an  illufhi- 
ous  proof  of  your  perfonal  merit,  and  a  lafTmg  re 
proach  to  that  Government,  from  the  gra^p  of 
whole  tyranny  you  are  fo  happily  removed. 

Accept,  Sir,  of  the  lincere  and  befl  wi flies  of  the 
Society  whom  we  reprefent,  for  (he  continuance  of 
your  health,  and  the  increalb  of  your  individual  and 
domed ie  happincli. 

JAMES  NICHOLSON,  Prelident. 

iTb  the  Members  of  ths  Democratic  Society  in  New-  Yor&. 

GE'NTLEMEN, 

Viewing  with  the  deepcil  concern,  as  you  do,  the 
pro  1  peel  that  is  now  exhibited  in  Europe,  thole  trou 
bles  which  are  the  natural  offspring  of  their  forms 
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of  government,  originating,  indeed,  in  the  fpirit  of 
liberty,  but  gradually  degenerating  into  tyrannies 
equally  degrading  to  the  rulers  and  the  ruled,  I  re 
joice  in  finding  an  afylum  from  perfecution  in  a 
country  in  which  thefe  abufes  have  come  to  a  na 
tural  termination,  and  have  produced  another  fyftem 
of  liberty,  founded  on  fuch  wife  principles  as,  I 
trufr,  will  guard  it  againft  all  future  abutes ;  thofe 
artificial  diftin&ions  in  fociety,  from  which  they 
fprung,  being  completely  eradicated,  that  protection 
from  violence  which  laws  and  government  promife 
in  all  countries,  but  which  I  have  not  found  in  my 
own,  I  doubt  not  I  fhall  find  with  you,  though  I 
cannot  promife  to  be  a  better  fubje6r.  of  this  Govern 
ment  than  my  whole  conduct  will  evince  that  I  have 
been  to  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Juftly,  however,  as  I  think  I  may  complain  of 
the  treatment  I  have  met  with  in  England,  I  fin- 
cercly  wifh  her  profperity ;  and,  from  the  good-will 
I  bear  both  to  that  country  and  this,  I  ardently  wiih 
that  all  former  animoiities  may  be  forgotten,  and 
that  a  perpetual  friendfhip  may  iubfifr  between 
them. 
New-York,  June  6,  1794.  J.  PRIESTLEY* 


The  AJdrefs  of  tlie  Republican  Natives  of  Great  Erltaln 

and  Ireland,  rejident  hi  tlie  City  of  Aew-  York. 

SIR, 

We,  the  republican  nntivcs  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  rcfidcnt  in  the  city  of  New- York,  embrace, 
with  the  higheft  iatisfadtion,  the  opportunity  which 
your  arrival  in  this  city  preicnts,  of  bearing  our  tefti- 
mony  to  your  character  and  virtues,  and  of  ex- 
prefling  our  joy  that  you  come  among  us  in  circurn- 
itancesof  fucli  good  health  and  fpirits. 

We  have  beheld  with  the  kcencft  fenlibility  the 

unparelkkd 
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unparellcled  perfections  which  attended  you  in 
your  native  country,  and  have  fympathized  with  you 
under  all  their  variety  and  extent.  In  the  firm  hope 
that  you  are  now  completely  removed  from  the 
effects  of  every  fpecies  of  intolerance,  we  moil  iin- 
cerely  congratulate  you. 

After  a  iruitlefs  oppofition  to  a  corrupt  and  tyran* 
nical  Government,  many  of  us  have,  like  you, 
fought  freedom  and  protection  in  the  United  States 
of  America  ;  but  to  this  we  have  all  been  principally 
induced,  from  the  full  perfuaiion  that  a  republican 
reprefentative  Government  was  not  merely  befl 
adapted  to  promote  human  happinefs,  but  that  it  is 
the  only  rational  fyftem  worthy  the  wifdom  of  man 
to  project,  or  to  which  his  reafon  fhould  aflent. 

Participating  in  the  many  bleffings  which  the  Go 
vernment  of  this  country  is  calculated  to  enfure,  we 
are  happy  in  giving  it  this  proof  of  our  refpectful  at 
tachment  :  we  are  only  grieved  that  a  fyftem  of  fuch 
beauty  and  excellence  fhould  be  at  all  tarniflied  by 
the  exiftence  of  flavery  in  any  form  ;  but  as  friends 
to  the  equal  rights  of  man,  we  mult  be  permitted  to 
fay,  that  we  wiih  thefe  rights  extended  to  every 
human  being,  be  his  complexion  what  it  may.  We, 
however,  look  forward  with  pleafing  anticipation  to 
a  yet  more  perfecl  ftate  of  fbciety  ;  and,  from  that 
love  of  liberty  which  forms  fo  diitinguiihing  a  trait 
in  the  American  character,  are  taught  to  hope  this 
lafl,  this  worft  difgrace  to  a  free  government,  will 
finally  and  for  ever  be  done  away. 

White  we  look  back  on  our  native  country  witTF~ 
emotions  of  pity  and  indignation,  at  the  outrages 
which  humanity  has  fuftained  in  the  perfon  of  the 
virtuous  MUIR    and   his   patriotic   afibciates,    andf 
deeply  lament  the  fatal  apathy  into  which  our  coun^ 
trymen  have  fallen,  we  delire  to  bp  thankful  to  the! 
great  Author  of  our  being  that  we  are  in  America,  and  | 
that  it  hasplcafed  him  in  bis  wife  providence  to  make  I 
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the  United  States  an  afylum,  not  only  from  the  im 
mediate  tyranny  of  the  Britifh  Government,  but  alfo 
from  thofe  impending  calamities  which  its  increafing 
defpotifrn  and  multiplied  iniquities  muft  infallibly 
bring  down  on  a  deluded  and  oppreffed  people. 
\      Accept,  Sir,  of  our  affectionate  and  bell  wifhes 
fora  long  continuance  of  your  health  and  happinefs. 
(Signed)         HENRY  POPE,  Chairman. 

WILLIAM  ALLUM,  Secretary*. 

To  the  Republican  Natives  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
refident  in  the  City  of  New -York. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  think  my  (elf  peculiarly  happy  in  finding  in  this 
country  fo  many  perfons  of  fentiments  limilar  to  my 
own,  (ome  of  whom  have  probably  left  Great  Britam 
or  Ireland  on  the  fame  account,  and  to  be  fo  cheer 
fully  welcomed  by  them  on  my  arrival.     You  have 
already  had  experience  of  the  difference  between  the 
Governments  of  the  two  countries,  and,  I  doubt 
not,  have  feen  fufficient  reafon  to  give  the  decided 
preference  that  you  do  to  that  of  this.  /There  all 
lliberty  of  fpeech  and  of  the  prefs,  as  far  as  politics 
lare  concerned,  is  at  an  end,  and  Ihe  fpirit  of  in- 
[tolerance  in  matters  of  religion  is  almoft  as  high  as 
fin  the  times  of  the  Stuarts.;  Here,  having  no  coim- 
kenance  from  Government  whatever  may  remain  of 
}his  fpirit  from  the  ignorance  and  confequent  bigotry 
of  former  times,  it  may  be   expected   foon  to  die 
away ;  and  on  all  fubjecls  whatever,  every  man  en 
joys  the  invaluable  liberty  of  fpeaking  and  writing 
whatever  he  pleafes. 
/  The  wifdom  and  happinefs  of  republican  govern- 


*  Above  one  half  of  this  Society  had  efcaped  from  the  hands  of 
jnftice  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  Some  of  them  were 
convicts.. 

merits. 
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ments,  and  the  evils  refulting  from  hereditary  mo- 
nafchicalones,  cannot  appear  in  a  ftronger  light  to  I 
you  than  they  do  to  me.     We  need  only  look  to  the ; 
;prcfcnt   ftate  of  Europe,    and  of  America,    to   be'! 
fully  fatisfied  in  this  refpecl. 

The  former  will  eaiily  reform  themfelves ;  and, 
among  other  improvements,  I  am  perfuaded  will 
be  the  removal  of  that  veftige  of  fervitude  to  which 
you  allude,  as  it  fo  ill  accords  with  thefpirit  of  equal 
liberty,  from  which  the  reft  of  the  fyftem  has  flowed; 
whereas  no  material  reformation  of  the  many  abufes 
to  which  the  latter  are  fubjecl,  it  is  to  be  feared,  can 
Be  made  without  violence  and  confulion. 

I  congratulate  you,  Gentlemen,  as  you  do  me, 
on  our  arrival  in  a  country  in  which  men  who  wifh 
well  to  their  fellow-citizens,  and  ufe  their  beft  en 
deavours  to  render  them  the  moft  important  fervices, 
men  who  are  an  honour  to  human  nature,  and  to 
any  country,  are  in  no  danger  of  being  treated  like 
the  worft  of  felons,  as  is  now  the  cafe  in  Great 
Britain. 

Happy  fhould  I  think  myfelf  in  joining  with  you 
in  welcoming  to  this  country  every  friend  of  liberty 
who  is  eXpofed  to  danger  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
Britifh  Government,  and  who,  while  they  continue 
under  if,  mu'ft  expect  to  fhare  in  thofe  calamities 
which  its  prefent  infatuation  muft,  fooner  or  later, 
bring  upon  it.  But  let  us  all  join  in  fupplication  to 
the  great  Parent  of  the  univerfe,  that,  for  the  fake 
of  the  many  excellent  characters  in  our  native  coun* 
try,  its  Government  may  be  reformed,  and  the 
judgments  impending  over  it  prevented. 

" rk,  June  13,  1794,  J.  PRIESTLEY. 
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Addrefs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  tf 
New-  York. 

Permit  us,  Sir,  to  wait  upon  you  with  an  offering 
of  our  flncere  congratulations  on  your  fafe  arrival 
with  your  lady  and  family  in  this  happy  country, 
and  to  exprefs  our  real  joy  in  receiving  among  us  a 
gentleman  whofe  labours  have  contributed  fo  much 
t  »  the  diffuiion  and  eftablifhment  of  civil  and  re 
ligious  liberty,  and  whofe  deep  refearches  into  the 
true  principles  of  natural  philofophy  have  derived  fo 
much  improvement  and  real  benefit,  not  only  to  the 
fciences  of  chemiftry  and  medicine,  but  to  various 
other  arts,  all  of  which  are  neceflary  to  the  orna 
ment  and  utility  of  human  life. 

May  you,  Sir,  pofTefs  and  enjoy,  here,  uninter 
rupted  contentment  and  happinefs,  and  may  your 
valuable  life  be  continued  a  farther  bleffing  to  man* 
kind. 

(By  Order)       JOHN  CHARLTON,  Prefident *. 

Dr  Jofeph  Prieftley,  L.L  D.  WF.R.S. 
New-  York,  j  3  //;  June,  1794. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Medical  Society  in  New-  York. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  think  myfelf  greatly  honoured  in  being  con 
gratulated  on  my  arrival  in  this  country  by  a  fociety 
of  perfons  whofe  ftudies  bear  fome  relation  to  my 
own.     To  continue,   without  fear  of  moleftation, 
on  account  of  any  Jbttito&tts,  civil  or  religious,  thofe 
^  purfuits  which  you  are  feniible  have  for  their  object 
|  the  advantage  of  all  mankind  (being,  as  you  juftly 
obferved,  *'  neceflary  to  the  ornament  and  utility  of 


*  The  word  here,  put  in  italics,  in  this  Addrefs,  is  meant  to 
infinuate  that  the  Doctor  could  not  enjoy  uninterrupted  happinefs 
in  England.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  New-York  Medical 
bociety  is  compofed  of  a  fet  of  ignorant  qua9k$, 
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human  life'1),  is  my  principal  motive  for  leaving  a 
country  in  which  that  tranquillity  and  fenle  of  fe- 
curity,  which  fcientifical  pursuits  require,  cannot  be 
had  J  and  i  am  happy  to  find  here  perfons  wlio  are 
engaged  in  the  fame  purfuits,  and  who  have  the  juft 
fenfe  that  you  difcover  of  their  truly  enviable  litua- 
tion. 
New-York,  i^thJune,  1794.  J-  PIUESTLEY. 


Addrefs  of  the  Philofofhical  Society  at  Philadelphia. 
To  JOSEPH  PRIESTLEY,  L.L.D.  &c. 

The  American  Philofophical  Society,  held  at  Phi 
ladelphia,  for  promoting  ufeful  knowledge,  offer 
you  their  fincere  congratulations  on  your  fafe  arrival 
in  this  country.  Alfociated  for  the  purpofes  of  ex 
tending  and  difTeminating  thofe  improvements  in  the 
fciences  and  the  arts  which  moft  conduce  to  the  futa- 
ilantial  happinefs  of  man,  the  Society  felicitate  theni- 
felves  and  their  country,  that  your  talents  and  vir 
tues  have  been  transferred  to  this  Republic.  Con- 
iidering  you  as  an  illuflrious  member  of  this  inili- 
tution,  your  colleagues  anticipate  your  aid,  iu 
zealoufly  promoting  the  objecls  which  unite  them  ; 
as  a  virtuous  man,  poffefling  eminent  and  ufeful  ac 
quirements,  they  contemplate  with  pleafure  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  fuch  worth  to  the  American  Common. 
wealth  ;  and  looking  forward  to  your  future  cha- 
radter  of  a  citizen  of  this  your  adopted  country, 
they  rejoice  in  greeting,  as  fuch,  an  enlightened  re 
publican. 

In  this  free  and  happy  country,  thofe  unalienable 
rights  which  the  Author  of  Nature  committed  to  man 
as  a  facred  depoljte  have  been  fecured.  Here  we 
have  been  enabled,  under  the  favour  of  Divine  Pro 
vidence,  to  efrabliih  a  Government  of  laws  and  not 
of  men  ;  a  Government  which  fecures  to  its  citizens 
pqual  rights  and  equal  liberty,  and  which  offers  an 
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.  afylum  to  the  good,  to  the  perfecuted,   and  to  the 
opprefTed  of  other  climes. 

May  you  long  enjoy  every  blefting  which  an 
elevated  and  highly  cultivated  mind,  a  pure  con- 
icience,  and  a  free  country,  are  capable  of  beft  owing. 

By  order  of  the  Society, 
DAVID  KITTEN  HOUSE,  Preiident  *. 
Philadelphia,  June  20,   1794. 

To  the  Members  of  the  American  Philofophical  Society  at 

Philadelphia. 
GENTLEMEN, 

It  is  with  peculiar  fatisfaclion  that  I  receive  the 
congratulations  of  my  brethren  of  the  Philofophical 
Society  in  this  city  on  my  arrival  in  this  country.  It 
is,  in  great  part,  for  the  fake  of  purfuing  our  com 
mon  itudies  without  moleflation,  though,  for  the 
prefent,  you  will  allow,  with  far  lefs  advantage, 
that  I  left  my  native  country,  and  have  come  to 
America;  and  a  fociety  of  philofophers  who  will 
have  no  objections  toaperfbn  on  account  of  his  po 
litical  or  religious  fentiments,  will  be  as  grateful  as 
it  will  be  new  to  me.  My  part  conducl,  I  hope,  will 
ihow  that  you  may  depend  upon  my  zeal  in  pro 
moting  the  valuable  objecls  of  your  inftitution  ;  but 
you  muft  not  flatter  yourfelves,  or  me,  with  fup- 
Tooling  that,  at  my  time  of  life,  and  with  the  incon- 
j  -venience  attending  a  new  and  uncertain  fettlement, 
j  I  can  be  of  much  Icrvice  to  it. 

I  am  confident,  however,  from  what  I  have  al 
ready  feen  of  the  fpirit  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
that  it  will  foon  appear  that  republican  governments, 

*  This  RITTENHOUSE  was  an  atheift,  and  Prefident  of  the 
Pemocratic  Society  of  Philadelphia;  bow  much  he  received  a  ycaY 
from  France  is  not  precifcly  known.  The  American  Philofophical 
Society  is  compofed  of  a  neft  of  fuch  wretches  as  hardly  ever  met 
together  before :  it  is  impoffible  to  find  words  to  defcribe  their  ig 
norance  or  their  bafenefs. 

in. 


DOCTOR  PRIESTLEY,  139 

in  which  every  obftruclion  is  removed  to  the  exertions 
of  all  kinds  of  talents,  will  he  far  more  favourable 
to  fcience  and  the  arts  than  any  monarchical  govern 
ment  has  ever  been.  The  patronage  to  be  met  with 
there  is  ever  capricious,  and  as  often  employed  to 
bear  down  merit  as  to  promote  it,  having  for  its  real 
object  not  fcience,  or  any  thing  ufeful  to  mankind, 
but  the  mere  reputation  of  the  patron,  who  is  fcldorn, 
any  judge  of  fcience;  whereas  a  public,  ,  which  nei 
ther  flatters,  nor  is  to  he  flattered,  will  not  fail  in 
due  time  to  diftinguifh  true  merit,  and  to  give  every 
encouragement  that  is  proper  to  be  given  in  the 
cafe  *.  Betides,  by  opening,  as  you  gcneroufly  do, 
"  an  afylum  to  the  perfecuted  and  opprcfTed  of  all 
climes,"  you  will,  in  addition  to  your  own  native 
Hock,  foon  receive  a  large  accellion  of  every  kind  of 
merit,  philofophical  not  excepted,  whereby  you  will 
do  yourfelves  great  honour,  and  fecure  the  moil 
permanent  advantage  to  the  community. 

ia,  June  21,  1794-  J.  PRIESTLEY. 


Soon  after  DOCTOR  PRIESTLEY  landed  at  New- 
York,  he  proceeded  on  to  Philadelphia,  where  the 
firft  mortification  he  met  with  was  General  IVajhing- 
tori  s  tefufaltofee  him  as  a  infitor  !  The  United  Iriiii- 
men  had  foretold,  that  the  General  would  "  take 
him  by  the  hand  ;"  but  the  General  wanted  to 
fcrape  clofe  acquaintance  with  no  renegado  from 
England,  in  regard  to  which  country  he  was,  at 
that  time,  very  anxious  to  avoid  all  ground  of 
offence. 

The  next  rebuff  the  Doctor  received  was  from  the 

*  Granted;  and  then,  Doctor,  what  is  the  conclufion  ?  Since 
you  wrote  the  above  (I  fpeak  now  in  1801),  you  have  applied  for 
place  after  place,  not  omitting  the  Prefidency  of  this  very  Society, 
and  the  enlightened  nation  have  refilled  to  give  you  an*'  appointment 
or  promotion  whatever  \ 

Clergy, 
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Clergy,  and  from  the  Minifters  of  the  feveral  feels, 
not  one  of  whom,  the  Vnwerfalift  Mini  Her  excepted, 
would  permit  him  to  enter  his  pulpit.  The  Uni- 
verfaiiit  Houfe  was  little  better  than  a  barn.  Thus 
iihunned,  even  by  the  Diflenters,  the  poor  old  man, 
'jimder  the  fignature  of  ANTI  BIGOT,  made  an  appeal 
fto  the  public.  I  fhall  here  inlert  tiiree  articles, 
Jtfhich  will  ferve  as  a  record  of  his  difgrace: 

For  tlie  General  Advertifer. 

Mr.  BACHE  *, 

In  converfation  this  day  with  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Univerfal  Church,  I  was  pleafed  to  hear  the  liberality  of  his 
feruiments ;  for  although  he  differed  in  opinion  with  Dr. 
Prieftlev,  he  was  willing  to  open  the  doors  of  his  church  to 
him  rather  than  to  any  other  preacher  of  the  Gofpel.  How 
different  was  this  fentiment  from  that  which  actuates  the 
fc&arics  in  general  of  this  city,  who,  fo  far  from  opening 
their  doors  to  this  celebrated  divine,  would  rather  fervice 
\vere  never  performed  than  admit  him  info  their  fanctuary  t. 
Sentiments  fo  worthy  of  truth  and  of  Chriftianity  as  dropped 
from  this  member  are  entitled  to  the  notice  of  every  liberal 
mind,  and  ought  to  encourage  the  patronage  of  every  one 
-who  -.vlfhes  a  lair  and  candid  difcuffion  of  religious  opinions. 
Wi'-y  ihould  Dr.  Prieftley  be  excluded  from  preaching  in  every 
place  of  worlhip  in  this  city  ?  If  his  opinions  are  heterodox, 
there  can  he  no  danger  from  them  ;  for  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
people  here  will  deteS  them ;  if  they  are  juft,  why  mould  truth 
be  concealed  ?  Surely  the  walls  cannot  be  contaminated  !  It 
is  a  proof  of  remaining  bigotry,  when  a  celebrated  philofo- 
pher  and  divine  is  not  permitted  to  deliver  his  fentiments  in 
a  public  place  of  wormip,  becaufe  they  are  different  from 
jhofe  who  tenant  the  church;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that 
the  Univerfal  Church  is  not  in  fuch  forwardnefs  as  to  afford 
this  opportunity.  Probably  the  funds  of  the  members  of 
that  Church  may  be  unequal  to  its  completion  ;  if  fo,  how 
deferving  are  they  of  the  aflirtance  of  thofe  who  are  friends  to 
fair  inquiry !  In  a  country  famed  for  its  freedom  and  H- 


This  BACHE,  who  was  the  fen  of  one  of  Doctor  Franklin's 
,  was  au  avowed  athefl. 

berality_, 
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berality,  it  is  a  pity  that  religious  tyranny  fhould  exercife 
any  power  ;  and  as  we  have  dared  to  think  freely  on  govern 
ment,  which  regards  our  temporal  happiuefs,  let  us  be. 
equally  bold  in  examining  doctrines  which  regard  our  hap- 
pi nds  in  the  world  to  come. 

Philadelphia,  June  23,    1794.  ANTI  BIGOT. 

Mr.  BACHE, 

I  am  afibciated  with  a  few  friends  who  have  voluntarily 
engaged  to  meet  together  once  or  twice  in  a  week  for  the 
purpofe  of  mutual  entertainment  and  improvement.  We 
have  creeled,  at  a  confiderable  expenfe,  commodious  apart 
ments  for  our  accommodation,  and  have  hitherto  expe 
rienced  much  fatisfa&ion  and  benefit.  Our  fociety,  being 
leledfc,  confiding  in  the  lincerity  and  friendihip  of  each 
other,  and  agreed  in  fentiment  and  common  principles,  has 
enjoyed  a  confiderable  portion  of  happinefs  in  the  profecution 
of  our  plan.  Under  the  protection  of  our  excellent  Con  ft  i- 
tution,  and  the  enlightened  and  liberal  fpirit  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  we  have  exercifed  the  privilege  of  freemen  without 
intrufion  or  moleftation  from  others,  whom  we  mould  by 
no  means  envy  or  impede  if  they  wifh  to  exert  ihemfelves  as 
we  have  done. 

However,  a  troublefome  fellow,  lately  fettled  in  the  neigh 
bourhood,  has  attempted  to  difturb  our  tranquillity  by  his 
noife  and  impertinence.  He  has  wifhed  to  thruft  himfelf 
amongft  us  upon  various  occafions,  contrary  to  our  inclina 
tions  and  views,  as  we  know  him  to  be  but  a  peililent  fellow, 
very  audacious,  and  wholly  oppofed  to  our  general  fenti- 
ments,  principles,  and  manners.  Having  been  repeatedly 
baffled  in  his  efforts  to  attain  this  object,  he,  at  length, 
has  had  recourfe  to  ftratageni,  and  has  invited  into  the 
neighbourhood  one  of  his  friends,  of  a  more  refpectable 
character,  with  whom  he  imagined  \ve  would  have  no  ob 
jection  to  aflbciatc,  and  through  whom  he  expected  to  find 
an  introduction  for  himfelf.  This  ftranger,  though  a  perfon 
of  learning  and  decent  manners,  was,  however,  accuftomed 
to  difputation,  and  his  general  principles  were  extremely 
dillimilar  fromthofe  which  we  had  adopted  long  before,  after 
a  careful  examination.  As  we  had  fufliciently  known  the 
peculiarities  of  the  learned  gentleman  from  his  publications, 
and  did  not  chooie  to  have  our  friendly  and  focial  meeting 
diiturbcd  by  new  difcuffions,  or  turned  into  fcenes  of  dif- 
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putation  and  confufion,  and  thus  wholly  perverted  froiil  their 
original  purpofe,  we  did  not  give  him  any  invitation  to  take 
a  part  in.  our  atfemblies.  We  treated  him  civilly  indeed, 
according  to  our  ufual  habit,  with  regard  to  ilrangers  ;  but 
we  encouraged  no  intimacy ;  we  made  no  advances  toward* 
a  clofe  correfpondence.  Upon  this  difappointment  our 
fractious  neighbour,  who,  as  I  have  faid,  hoped  to  get  ad- 
minion  for  himfelf  under  his  friend's  cloak,  and  to  have 
been  arnufed  with  a  ((  fair  and  candid  difcuffion  of  certain 
opinions/'  began  to  be  infolent,  and  to  blufter  and  defame 
us  in  the  newfpapers  as  £i  bigots  and  tyrants,  and  feclaries, 
and  enemies  to  free  inquiry."  Now,  would  you  think  it 
Mr.  Bache,  this  fellow,  with  the  heart  of  a  bigot  in  favour 
of  mifchief  and  altercation,  and  the  arrogance  of  a  tyrant 
who  would  infringe  upon  the  rights  and  peaceable  purfuits 
of  his  neighbours,  has  had  the  impudence  to  ftyle  himfelf 
Anti  Bi^ot,  and  throw  dirt  at  us  in  the  manner  which  hac: 
-already  been  ftated? 

This,  Sir,  is  a  plain  and  unadorned  narrative  of  our  pre- 
fent  fituation  and  embarraffment  ;  and  what  are  we  to  do  in 
tuch  a  cafe  ?  As  we  wifh  for  nothing  but  the  liberty  of  pur- 
luing  our  own  happinefs,  in  our  own  way,,  fo  as  not  to  in 
fringe  upon  other  people,  we  claim  an  exemption  from  the 
intrufion  of  other  people;  we  are  not  willing  to  yield  to  fuch 
meddlers  as  I  have  defcribed.  If  we  let  this  impertinent  pro 
ceed  in  his  manoeuvres',  the  whole  neighbourhood  may  be 
divided  by  his  intrigue;  if  we  let  him  bawl  on,  our  fquare 
will  be  fubje&  to  continual  alarms  from  his  noife;  and  if  we 
flop  his  mouth  with  a  gag,  it  will  be  deemed  an  outrage 
upon  freedom.  We  are  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  he  de- 
iervcs  fome  chaflifement,  and  if  a  majority  can  fanclify 
violent  mcafures,  as  is  fomctimes  aflerted,  we  would  not  be 
far  wrong  to  anoint  him  with  tar  and  fprinkle  him  with  fea 
thers.  However^  as  tin's,  perhaps,  would  not  be  confiftcnt 
with  perfect  equality,  though  we  could  quote  good  au-. 
thoritics  upon  the  occafion,  and  as  it  would  be  equally  con 
trary  to  liberty  to  burn  him  in  effigy,  it  is  thought  bed  to 
nprefent  the  whole  matter  to  our  friends  and  fellow- citiz-ens; 
and  perhaps  the  general  detefiation  which  may  be  excited 
again  ft  ail  fuch  interrncddlers  may  keep  him  in  awe,  and 
prefervc  the  general  tranquillity. 
Philadelphia,  June  24,  1794.  PHILIP  PEACEABLE. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  BACHE, 

If  abufe  can  be  confidered  as  cc  impertinence  "  and 
beraKty  as  "  audacity,"  your  correfpondeni  "  Philip  Peace 
able"  has  a  paramount  claim  to  them.  From  the  perfecutin^' 
fpirit  which  lurks  in  his  performance,  for  he  feems  afraid  to 
utibofotn  the  venom  of  his  mind,  I  fhould  be  difpofed  to  be 
lieve  that  the  fpirits  of  Bifhops  GARDNER  and  BONNER  had 
again  vifited  the  earth,  and  that,  inftead  of  fire  and  faggot, 
they  had  changed  their  mode  of  converfion  into  '*  tar  and 
feathers ."     To  be  fure,  thefe  are  arguments   lefs  inflam 
matory  ;  but  the  temper  which  dictated  them  is  only  varied 
by  time  and  circumltanccs,  and  not  by  principle ;  for  had 
the   (e  PEACEABLE  PHILIP"   lived  in   the   time  of  Queen 
Mary,  he  would  have  been  the  rival  of  thofe  celebrated 
dealers  in  human  facrifice.     Even  at  this  moment,  I  have 
no  doubt,  from  the  fpirit  which  he  has  difcovered,  that  an 
auto  da  fe  would  not  be  an  unwelcome  fpeclacleto  him,  par 
ticularly  if  an  "  Anti  Bigot,"   or  "  the  Jlranger"  was  to 
be  the  victim.     What  has  licenfed  this  pretender  to  peace 
to  aflert  that  any  member  of  the  Univcrfal  Church  has  dif- 
turbed  "the  tranquillity"  of  a  neighbourhood  by  his  "  noife 
and  impertinence  ?'*  What  *e  peftilent  fellow"  is  there  amonsj 
their  members,  who  wifhes  to  interrupt  the  quiet  enjoyment 
of  religious  worfliip  ?•  What  has    authorized   the  dark  in-" 
Jinuation  againft  Dr.   Prieitley,   a   man  and    a   philofopher 
who  would  do  honour  to  any  age,  country,  or  religious  pro- 
feffion  ?   What  has  given  birth  to  the  unqualified  abufe,  to 
the  pitiful  threat  of  tar  and  feathers  and  burning  in  effigy ',  but 
a  heart  calculated  for  an  inqutfition,  and  a  mind  which  con- 
fiders  every  tiling  as  blafphemy  beyond  its  comprehenfkm 
audits  belief?   Is  liberality  "tyranny?"  \s\ttyranny-toiiff 
Dr.    Prieitley   ought    to    be    permitted    to    preach    in    our 
churches  ?    Is  it  a  proof  of  "  mfchief  and  aita-cation"  to  fay^ 
that  the  members  of  the  Univcrfal  Church  are  ready  to  open 
their  doors  to   Dr.   Prieitley  or  any  other  preacher  of  the 
Gofpel  ?    Is  it  tyranny,  is  it  a  difpofition  For  mifchief  and 
altercation,  to  fearch  for  truth,   to  liiien  to  both  fides  of  a 
question  ?    If  fo,    the  qualities  of  things  have  changed  in 
deed,  and  what  has  heretofore  been  confidered  as  mifchie- 
VOLIS   and  tyrannical,   will,   in   future,   bv   every  ingenuous 
mind,  be  viewed  as  virtuous  and  pratfeworthy. 

\V(  uld  to  Heaven  the  altar.-  of  religion  v/erc  adorned  with 

more  characters  like  "  tbijiran^er,"  who  has  met  with  fuch 
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Indecent  treatment !  then,  indeed,  would  the  empire  of  true 
religion  exert  itfelf,  the  empire  of  charity  and  philanthropy; 
for  ;/  is  by  their  fruit  ye  jhall  knaw  them,  and  not  by  the  empty 
profeffion  of  "  PHILIP  PEACEABLE,'*  or  Philip  Religious. 
The  belief  of  a  man  depends  upon  caufes  not  within  his  own 
control ;  but  his  actions  are  his  own,  and  for  them  and 
them  only  ought  he  to  be  accountable.  Let  Philip  Peaceable 
\"  and  "  the  ftranger"  be  weighed  in  a  balance,  and  then  fee 
*  who  would  be  found  wanting. 
-  Philadelphia,  June  2$,  1794.  ANTI  BlGOT* 
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TO   WHICH  IS   ADDED, 

A    STORY 

OF 

A  FARMER'S  BULL. 


VOL.    I.  I, 


INTRODUCTORY  ADDRESS 

TO  THE  GAZETTEERS 

OF    THE 

CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


GENTLEMEN, 

W  HEN  this  pamphlet  firft  made  its  appearance 
in  this  city,  you  all  agreed  that  it  might  do  well 
enough  in  the  defpotic  Hates  of  Europe ;  hut  that  it 
was  by  no  means  fit  for  the  meridian  of  the  United 
States*  And  you  have  very  lately  obliged  the  public 
with  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Liverpool,  in  which 
you  fay,  the  writer  obferves,  that  the  Qbfervations  on 
the  Emigration  of  Doflar  Jofeph  Prieftley  have  been  re- 
publifhed  there,  and  that  "  it  is  one  of  the  moft  fcan- 
dalous  publications  that  ever  iffued  from  any  prefs." 
Thefe  are  rather  hard  lines,  Gentlemen.  I  do  not 
know  what  I  have  done,  thus  to  draw  down  your 
vengeance  on  me.  'Tis  true  I  cannot,  like  you,  take 
towns  and  iflands  as  fad  as  Father  Luke  takes  fnuff, 
or  erect  a  bridge  acrofs  the  Englifh  Channel,  with  as 
little  trouble  as  fome  people  can  the  bridge  of  a  fiddle; 
I  cannot  put  dukes  into  iron  cages,  and  fend  them 
to  Paris  for  mocking-birds,  or  chop  away  at  the  heads 
of  kings  and  miniilers  with  as  little  ceremony  as  if  I 
were  chopping  a  flick  of  wood ;  nor  can  I  fpread 
fleets  over  the  ocean,  and  religion,  peace,  and  plenty, 
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{  over  a  country  as  quick  as  a  furgeon's  'prentice  fpreads 
I  a  plafter.    No,  Gentlemen,  it  is  your  province  to 
•  perform  feats  like  thefe;  and,  if  I  am  not  much  de 
ceived  in  my  own  heart,  I  am  far,  very  far,  from 
envy.ing  you  your  exalted  ftations.     But,  if  you  are  ' 
ftrong,  be  merciful.    Though  you  are  the  great  Le 
viathans  of  literature,  you  may  fuffer  a  poor  herring 
to  fwim   in  the  fame  feat  there   is  certainly  room 
enough  for  you  and  me  too. 

Was  it  well  done,  Gentlemen,  firft  to  play  at  foot 
ball  with  a  poor  pamphlet  till  you  were  tired,  and 
then  turn  it  into  a  fhuttlecock,  and  fet  your  devils 
to  knocking  it  from  one  hemifphere  to  the  other  ? 
Affurt-dly  not  ;  for  though  the  work  itfclf  might 
merit  rough  treatment  at  your  hands,  yet,  as  it  was 
in  print,  the  natural  affection  that  you  mutt  be  fup- 
pofed  to  bear  your  typographical  brethren,  ought  to 
have  awakened  in  you  fome  companion  towards  it. 

You  have  had  the  goodnefs  to  inform  the  public, 
that  this  wrork  is  neither  fit  for  the  meridian  of  the 
United  States,  nor  the  meridian  of  Great  Britain  ; 
but  it  appears  that  the  public  (in  tins  country  at 
leaft)  think  otherwife.  How  the  public  dare  to  dif 
fer  from  you  in  opinion,  I  ihall  not  pretend  to  lay  : 
but  certain  it  is,  that  the  numerous  applications  for 
this  pamphlet,  have  induced  me  to  publifh,  with 
your  leave,  a  third  edition  of  it. 

To  render  this  edition  more  worthy  the  perufal  of 
your  Honours  than  the  laft,  I  have  made  a  coniider- 
1  able  addition,  which  I  have  been  able  to  do,  from 
my  being  now  in  poileffion  of  fome  curious  facts 
concerning  the  Doctor's  emigration,  which  were  un 
known  on  this  iide  the  water  when  the  firft  edition 
was  publifhed. 

I  obey  the  call  for  this  edition  with  more  pleafure, 
as  it  furnifhes  me  with  an  opportunity  of  proving,  be 
yond  contradiction,  many  things,  which  fome  people 
have  looked  upon  as  very  "  hazarded  afTertions/' 
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and  which  you,  Gentlemen  (never  the  mo  ft  delicate), 
have  not  fern  pled  to  call  falfehood. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  addrefs  without  praying  you 
to  continue  me  your  good  offices.  If  the  firft  edition 
merited  your  difapprobation,  I  am  in  hopes  this  will 
be  found  to  merit  it  in  a  much  higher  degree.  If  it 
£hould  be  otherwife  decreed,  if  I  am  doomed  to  fufFer 
your  applaufes,  I  truft,  that  he  who  is  preparing  me 
the  chaitifement,  will  give  me  fortitude  to  bear  it 
like  a  man. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours,  &c.  See. 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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\V^HEN  the  arrival  of  Doctor  Prieftley  in  the 
United  States  was  firft  announced  *,  I  looked  upon 
his  emigration  (like  the  propofed  retreat  of  Cowley 
to  his  imaginary  Paradife,  the  Summer  Iflands)  as 
no  more  than  the  effect  of  that  weaknefs,  that  delu- 
iive  caprice,  which  too  often  accompanies  the  decline 
of  life,  and  which  is  apt,  by  a  change  of  place,  to 
flatter  age  with  a  renovation  of  faculties,  and  a  re 
turn  of  departed  genius.  Viewing  him  as  a  man  that 
fought  repofe,  my  heart  welcomed  him  to  the  Ihores 
of  peace,  and  wifhed  him  what  he  certainly  ought  to 
have  wifhed  himfelf,  a  quiet  obfcurity.  But  his  an- 
fvvers  to  the  addreffes  of  the  Democratic  and  other 
Societies  at  New -York,  place  him  in  quite  a  differ 
ent  light,  and  fubjecl  him  to  the  animadverfions 
of  a  public,  among  whom  they  have  been  induf- 
triouily  propagated. 

No  man  has  a  right  to  pry  into  his  neighbour's 
private  concerns ;  and  the  opinions  of  every  man  are 
his  private  concerns,  while  he  keeps  them  fo ;  that 
is  to  fay,  while  they  are  confined  to  himfelf,  his  fa 
mily,  and  particular  friends;  but  when  he  makes 
4hofe  opinions  public,  when  he  once  attempts  to  make 
converts,  whether  it  be  in  religion,  politics,  or  any 
thing  elfe ;  when  he  once  comes  forward  as  a  candi 
date  for  public  admiration,  efteem,  or  companion, 


*  He  arrived  at  New-York  on  the  i£th  of  June,  1794. 
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i  liis  opinions,  his  principles,  his  motives,  every  action, 
!  of  his  life,  public  or  private,  become  the  fair  fubjecl: 
/  of  public  difcuilion.  On  this  principle,  which  the 
Doctor  ought  to  be  the  laft  among  mankind  to  con 
trovert,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  theie  obfervations 
need  no  apology. 

His  anfwers  to  the  addreffes  of  the  New-York  fo- 

cieties  are  evidently  calculated  to  miflead  and  deceive 

the  people  of  the  United  States.     He  there  endea- 

\  vours  to  impofe  himfelf  on  them  for  a  fiifferei  in  the 

/caufe  of  Jiberty;  and  makes  a  canting  profeflion  of 

moderation,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  conduct 

of  his  whole  life. 

He  fays  he  hopes  to  find  here  "  that  protection 
<f  from  violence  which  laws  and  government  promife 
<c  in  all  countries,  but  which  he  has  not  found  in  his 
66  own."  He  certainly  rnuft  fuppofe  that  no  Euro 
pean  intelligence  ever  reaches  this  lide  of  the  Atlantic, 
or  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries  are  too  dull 
to  comprehend  the  fublime  events  that  mark  his  life 
and  character.  Perhaps  I  lhall  fhow  him  that  it  is 
not  the  people  of  England  alone  who  know  how  tq 
etlimate  the  merit  of  Doctor  Prieftley. 

Let  us  examine  his  claims  to  our  compaffion  ;  let 
us  fee  whether  ,his  charge  againft  the  laws  and  go 
vernment  of  his  country  be  juit  or  not. 

On  the  i^th  of  July,  1791,  an  unruly  mob  affem- 
bled  in  the  town  of  Birmingham,  fet  lire  to  his  houfe 
and  burnt  it,  together  with  all  it  contained.  This  is 
the  fubject  of  his  complaint,  and  the  pretended  caufe 
of  his  emigration.  The  fact  is  not  denied  ;  but  in  the 
relation  of  facts,  circumftances  mull  not  be  forgotten. 
To  judge  of  the  Doclor's  charge  againft  his  country, 
we  muit  take  a  retrofpecSHve  view  of  his  conduct,  and 
of  the  circumflances  that  led  to  the  deftru&ion  of  his 
property. 

It  is  about  twelve  years  iince  he  began  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhhed  among  the  diffenters  from  the  eilabliflied 

church 
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rhurch  of  England.  He  preached  up  a  kind  ofdt'tfin*, 
which  nobody  understood,  and  which  it  was  thought 
the  Doclor  underftood  lull  as  well  as  his  neighbours, 
This  doclrine  afterwards  aiTumed  the  name  of  Urtt 
tarianifm,  and  the  religieux  of  the  order  were  called, 
or  rather  they  called  themfelves,  Unitarians.  The 
feel  never  rofe  into  confequence  ;  and  the  founder 
had  the  mortification  of  feeing  his  darling  Unita^ 
rianifm  growing  quite  out  of  date  with  himfelf,  who 
the  French  revolution  came,  and  gave  them  both  a 
fhort  refpitc  from  eternal  oblivion. 

Thofe  who  know  any  thing  of  the  Englifh  DiA 
/enters,  know  that  they  always  introduce  their  poll-, 
tical  claims  and  projects  under  the  maik  of  religion. 
The  Dodtor  was  one  of  thole  who  entertained  hopes 
of  bringing  about  a  revolution  in  England  upon  the 
French  plan;  and  for  this  purpofehe  found  it  would 
be  very  convenient  for  him  to  be  at  the  head  of  a 
religious  feel:.  Unitarianifm  was  now  revived,  and 
the  fociety  held  regular  meetings  at  Birmingham. 
In  the  inflammatory  difcourfes,  called  fermons,  deli 
vered  at  thefe  meetings,  the  Englifh  conititution  was 
iiril  openly  attacked.  Here  it  was  that  the  Doctor 
beat  his  drum  ecclcfiaftic,  to  raife  recruits  in  the 
caufe  of  rebellion.  The  prefs  foon  fwarmed  with 
publications  expreilive  of  his  principles.  The  revo- 
lutionifts  began  to  form  focieties  all  over  the  king 
dom,  between  which  a  mode  of  communication  was 
eftablifhed,  in  perfect  conformity  to  that  of  the  Ja 
cobin  clubs  in  France. 


*  This  is  one  of  thofe  "  hazarded  aflertions"  alluded  to  in  the 
introductory  addrefs.  But  how  is  it  hazarded  ?  The  Dodor 
in  his  anivver  to  Painc's  Age  oi  Reafon,  that  '*  the  doftrines  of 
<;  atonement,  incarnation,  and  the  trinity,  have  no  more  foundaricn  | 
"  in  the  Scriptures,  than  the  doctrine  of  trartfnrigrafifl**1'  Is  not 
this  a  kind  tit  deifm?  Is  it  not  tlcifm  altogether  ?  (Jan  a  man  who 
denies  the  divinity  of  Cbrifl,  and  that  he  died  to  fave  fiauers,  have 
any  pretenfions  to  the  name  of  Cbrljlian  ? 

Nothing 
o 
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Nothing  was  neglected  by  this  branch  of  the  Pa- 
rilian  Propagande  to  excite  the  people  to  a  general  in-« 
ibrrection.  Inflammatory  hand-bills,  advertifements, 
federation  dinners,  toafts,  fermons,  prayers  ;  in  fhort, 
every  trick  that  religious  or  political  duplicity  could 
fuggefr,  was  played  offto  dertroy  a  conftitution  which 
has  borne  the  teft,  and  attracted  the  admiration  of 
ages ;  and  to  efiablifh  in  its  place  a  new  iyftem,  fa 
bricated  by  themfelves. 

The  i4th  of  July,  1791,  was  of  too  much  note  in 
the  annals  of  modern  regeneration  to  be  neglected  by 
ihefe  regenerated  politicians.  A  club  of  them,  of 
which  Doctor  Prieftley  was  a  member,  gave  public 
notice  of  a  feail,  to  t>e  held  at  Birmingham,  in  which 
they  intended  to  celebrate  the  French  revolution. 
Their  endeavours  had  hitherto  excited  no  other  fen- 
timents  in  what  may  be  called  the  people  of  Eng 
land,  than  thofe  of  contempt.  The  people  of  Bir 
mingham,  however,  felt,  on  this  occafion,  a  con- 
vuliive  movement.  They  were  fcandalized  at  this 
public  notice  for  holding  in  their  town  a  feftival,  to 
celebrate  events  which  were  in  reality  a  fubjecl  of  the 
deepeft  horror;  and  feeing  in  it  at  the  fame  time  an 
open  and  audacious  attempt  to  deflroy  the  conflitu 
tion  of  their  country,  and  with  it  their  happinefs,they 
thought  their  underftandings  and  loyalty  infulted, 
and  prepared  to  avenge  themfelves  by  the  chaftife- 
ment  of  the  Englifh  revolutionises,  in  the  midft  of 
their  fcandalous  orgies.  The  feaft  neverthelefs  took 
place ;  but  the  Doctor,  knowing  himfelf  to  be  the 
grand  projector,  and  confequently  the  particular  ob 
ject  of  his  townfmen's  vengeance,  prudently  kept 
away.  The  cry  of  Church  and  king  was  the  fignal  for 
the  people  to  aflembJe,  which  they  did  to  a  confi- 
derable  number,  oppofite  the  hotel  where  the  con 
vives  were  met.  The  club  difperfed,  and  the  mob 
proceeded  to  breaking  the  windows,  and  other  acts  of 
yiolence,  incident  tq  fuch  fcenes ;  but  let  it  be  re 
membered, 
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membered,  that  no  perfonal  violence  was  offered. 
Perhaps  it  would  have  been  well,  if  they  had  vented 
their  anger  on  the  perfons  of  the  revolutionifts,  pro 
vided  they  had  contented  themfelves  with  the  cere 
mony  of  the  horfe-pond  or  blanket.  Certain  it  is, 
that  it  would  have  been  very  fortunate  if  the  riot  had 
ended  this  way  ;  but  when  that  many-headed  mon- 
iler,  a  mob,  is  once  roufed  and  put  in  motion,  who 
can  flop  its  deftruclrive  fteps  ? 

From  the  /hotel  of  the  federation  the  mob  proceeded 
to  Doctor  Prieftley's  meeting-houfe,  which  they 
,  very  nearly  deflroyed  in  a  little  time.  Had  thejr 
ftopped  here,  all  would  yet  have  been  well.  The 
dellruction  of  this  temple  of  {"edition  and  infidelity 
would  have  been  of  no  great  confequence  ;  but^  un 
happily  for  them  and  the  town  of  Birmingham,  they 
could  not  be  feparated  before  they  had  destroyed  the 
houfes  and  property  of  many  members  of  the  club.  \ 
Some  of  thefe  houfes,  among  which  was  Doctor 
Prieftley's,  were  fituated  at  the  diftanceof  fome  miles  <' 
from  town  :  the  mob  were  in  force  to  defy  all  the 
efforts  of  the  civil  power,  and,  unluckily,  none  of  the 
military  could  be  brought  to  the  place  till  forne  days 
after  the  i4th  of  July.  In  the  mean  time  many  fpa- 
cious  and  elegant  houfes  were  burnt,  and  much  va 
luable  property  defiroyed  ;  but  it  is  certainly  worthy 
remark,  that  during  the  whole  of  thefe  unlawful  pro 
ceedings,  not  a  fingleperibn  was  killed  or  wounded, 
either  wilfully  or  by  accident,  except  fome  of  the 
rioters  themfelves.  At  the  end  of  four  or  five  days, 
this  riot,  which  feemed  to  threaten  more  ferious  con- 
fequences,  was  happily  terminated  by  the  arrival  of 
a  detachment  of  dragoons  ;  and  tranquillity  was 
reflored  to  the  diftreifed  town  of  Birmingham. 

The  magifirates  ufed  every  exertion  in  their  power 
to  quell  this  riot  in  its  very  earlieii  ftage,  and  conti 
nued  to  do  fo  to  the  laft.  The  Earl  of  Plymouth 
condefcended  to  attend,  and  acl  as  a  juflice  of  the 

peace ; 
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peace  ;  feveral  clergy] 
alfo  attended  in 


dcfatigable 


of  England 
,  and  all  were  in- 
'eavours  to  put  a  it  op  to  the 
-eftablilh  order. 

nows  that  in  fuch  cafes  it  is  difficult 
hminate,  and  that  it  is  neither  neccifary  nor 
,  .,"  it  be  pollible,  to  imprifon,  try,  and  execute 
whole  of  a  mob.  Eleven  of  theie  rioters  were, 
however,  indicted;  feven  of  them  were  acquitted, 
four  found  guilty,  and  of  thefe  four  iwofujfersd  death. 
Thefe  unfortunate  men  were,  according  to  the  law, 
profecuted  on  the  part  of  the  King  ;  and  it  has  been, 
allowed  by  the  Doctor's  own  partifans,  that  the  pro- 
ution  was  carriei^^^vvith  every  portable  enforce- 
by  the  judges  and  coirnfel- 
efended  lenity  was  laid  to  the  charge  of 
1  What  a  contradiction  !  They  accule  the 
iment  of  fcreening  the' rioters  from  the  penalty 
their  crimes,  and  at  the  fame  time  they  accufe 
ry  of  their  acquittal!  It  is  the  misfortune  of 
Prieftley  and  all  his  adherent^,  ever  to  be 

with  themfelves. 

this  general  review  of  the  riots,  in  which  the 
)6lor  was  unlawfully  defpoiled  oi  his  property,  let 
fs  return  to  the  merits  of  hisNparticular  cafe,  and  his 
:omplaint :  and  here  let  it  be\*ecolle6led,  that  it  is 
lot  of  the  rioters  alone  that  he  complains,  but  of  the  • 
laws  and  government  of  his  country  alfo.    Upon  an 
examination  of  particulars,  we  fhall  find,  that,  fo  far 
from  his  having  juft  caufe  of  complaint,  the  laws 
have  rendered  him   flricl  juflice,  if  not  fomething 
more  ;  and  that  if 'any  party  has  reafon  to  complain 
of  their  execution,  it  is  the  town  of  Birmingham,  and 
not  Do&or  Prieftley. 

Some  time  after  the  riots,  the  Doclor  and  the  other 
revolutionifts  who  had  had  property  deftroyed, 
brought  their  aclions  for  damages,  againft  the  town 
of  Birmingham,  or  rather  againfl  the  hundred  of 

which 
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\vhich  that  town  makes  a  part.  The  Doctor  laid  his 
damages  at  41  2iL  us.  yL  JlerJifig,  of  which  fum 
42O/.  i$s.  was  for  works  in  manufcript,  which,  he 
faid,  had  heen  coniumed  in  the  flames.  The  trial 
of  thiMcaufe  took  up  nine  hours  :  the  jury  gave  a 
i^r 


in  his  favour,  but  curtailed  the  damages  to 
2502^  185.     It  was  rightly  confidered  that  the  ima 
ginary  value  of  the  manufcript  works  ought  not  to 
have  been   included  in  the  damages;  becaufe  the 
Doctor  being  the  author  of  them,  he  in  fact  ppffefFed 
them  fill  1  ,  and  the  lofs  could  be  little  more  than  a 
fevy^neets  of  dirty  paper.     Befides,  if  they  were  to 
btfeftimated  by  thofe  he  had  publifhed  for  fome  years 
"before,  their  deitruction  was  a  benefit  inftead  of  a 
lofs,  both  to  himfelf  and  his  country.    The  fum  then 
of  42o/.  i$s.  being  deducted,  the  damages  flood  at 
37oi/.  165.  yd.  ;  and  it  fhould  not  be  forgotten,  that 
even  a  great  part  of  this  fum  was  charged  for  an 
paratus  of  philofophical  inftruments,  which,  in  fj 
of  the  moil  unpardonable  gafconade  of  the  phiGJ 
fopher*,  can  be  looked  upon  as  a  thing  of  imaginary 
value  only,  and  ought  not  to  be  eftimated  at  its  coft 
any  more  than  a  collection  of  fhells  or  infects,  or  any 
other  of  \\vz  fr'mola  of  a  virtuofo. 

Now  it  is  notorious,  that  actions  for  damages  are 
always  brought  for  much  higher  fums  than  are  ever 
expected  to  be  recovered.  Sometimes  they  are 
brought  for  three  tiroes  the  amount  of  the  real  damage 
fuftained  ;  fometimes  for  double,  and  fometimes  for 
only  a  third  more  than  the  real  damage.  If  we  view- 
then  the  Doctor's  eflimate  in  the  moil  favourable 


*  "  You  have  dcftroyed  the  mod  truly  valuable  and  ufeful  ap- 
"  paratus  of  philofophical  inftruments  that  perhaps  any  individual, 
"  in  this  or  any  other  country,  was  ever  pofleffed  of,  in  my  ufe  of 
"  which,  I  annually  fpent  large  lums,  with  no  pecuniary  view  what- 
**  ever,  but  only  in  the  advancement  of  fcience,ybr  the  benefit  of  my 
'£  country r,  and  of  mankind,  " 

Letter  to  the  Inhabitant;  of  Birmingham. 

light, 
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light,  if  we  fuppofe  that  he  made  but  the  addition  of 
one  third  to  his  real  damages,  the  fum  he  ought  to 
have  received  would  he  no  more  than  2+6jL  i  7*.  lod. 
whereas  he  actually  received  25027.  i8j.  which  was 
35/.  os.  id.  more  than  he  had  a  right  to  expedh 
And  yet  he  complains  that  he  has  not  found  protec 
tion  from  the  laws  and  government  of  his  coun 
try  !  If  he  had  heen  the  very  befl  fubjecl:  in  Eng 
land,  in  place  of  one  of  the  very  worft,  what  could 
the  laws  have  done  more  for  him  ?  Nothing  cer 
tainly  can  be  a  fironger  proof  of  the  independence 
of  the  courts  of  juftice,  arid  of  the  impartial  execu^ 
tion  of  the  laws  of  England,  than  the  circumftances 
.  and  refult  of  this  caufe.  A  man  who  had  for  many 
years  been  the  avowed  and  open  enemy  of  the  go 
vernment  and  conftitution,had  his  property  destroyed 
by  a  mob,  who  declared  themfelves  the  friends  of 
both,  and  who  rofe  up  againil  him  becaufe  he  was  not- 
This  mob  were  purfued  by  the  Government,  whole 
caufe  they  thought  they  were  defending  ;  fome  of 
them  fufFered  death,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  place 
•where  they  affembled  were  obliged  to  indemnify  the 
man  whofe  property  they  had  dcflroyed.  It  would  be 
curious  to  know  what  fort  of  protection  this  reverend 
Doclor,  this  "  friend  of  humanity,"  wanted.  Would 
nothing  fatisfy  him  but  the  blood  of  the  whole  mob  ? 
Did  he  wifh  to  fee  the  town  of  Birmingham,  like 
that  of  Lyons,  razed,  and  all  its  indufinous  and 
loyal  inhabitants  butchered,  becaufe  fome  of  them 
had  been  carried  to  commit  unlawful  exceffes,  from 
their  deteliation  of  his  wicked  projects  ?  BiRMfNG- 

/HAM    HAS    COMBATED    AGAINST    PRIESTLEY.       BlR- 

'MINGHAM  is  NO  MORE.    This  I  fuppofe  would  have 

fatisfied   the   charitable  modern   philofopher,    who 

pretended,  and  who  the  Democratic  Society  fay,  did 

/"  return  to  his  enemies  bleiiirigs  forcurfes/'  Woe  to 

the  wretch  that  is  expoied  to  the  benediclions  of  a 

modern  philofopher  !    His  "  dextre  vengrejfe"  is  ten 

4  thoufand 
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thoufand  times  more  to  be  feared  than  the  bloody 
poniard  of  the  afTallln  :  the  latter  is  drawn  on  in 
dividuals  only,  the  other  is  pointed  at  the  human 
race.  Happily  for  the  people  of  Birmingham,  theic 
bleffings  had  no  effect  ;  there  was  no  National  Con 
vention,  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  or  guillotine,  in 
England. 

As  I  have  already  obferved,  if  theDoftor  had  been 
the  beft  and  rnoft  peaceable  fubjecl  in  the  kingdom, 
the  government  and  laws  could  not  have  yielded  him 
more  perfect  protection ;  his  complaint  would,  there 
fore,  be  groundlefs,  it  he  had  given  no  provocation 
to  the  people,  if  he  had  in  no  wife  contributed  to 
the  riots.  If,  then,  he  has  received  ample  juilice, 
confidered  as  an  innocent  man,  and  a  good  fubjecl., 
what  ihaU  we  think  of  his  complaint,  when  we 
lind  that  he  was  himfelf  the  principal  caufe  of 
ihele  riots  ;  and  that  the  rioters  did  nothing  that 
was  not  perfectly  confonant  to  the  principles  he  had 
for  many  years  been  labouring  to  infufe  into  their 
minds  ? 

That  he  and  his  club  were  the  caufe  of  the  riots, 
will  not  bedifputed;  for,  had  they  not  given  an  in- 
fulting  notice  of  their  intention  to  celebrate  the  hor 
rors  of  the  1 4th  of  July,  accompanied  with  an 
inflammatory  hand-bill,  intended  to  excite  an  infur- 
re<£Uon  againft  the  Government*,  no  riot  would  ever 
have  taken  place,  and  confequently  its  difaftrous 
effects  would  have  been  avoided.  But  it  has  beeu 
laid,  that  there  was  nothing  ofFenfive  in  this  inflam 
matory  hand-bill;  becaufe,  forfooth,  "  the  matter 
A<  of  it  (however  indecent  and  untrue)  was  not 
"  more  virulent  than  Paine's  Rights  of  Man,  Mack- 


*  This  hand-bill  was  difowned  by  the  club,  and  they  offered  a 
reward  for  apprehending  the  author ;  but  they  took  care  to  fend 
him  to  Prance  before  their  advcrtifement  appeared.  - 

"  intofli's 
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cc  iniofh's  An  Aver  to  Burke,  Remarks  on  the  Con- 
*c  ftitiuion  of  England,  &<s.  &c.  which  had  been 
*c  lately  publifhed  without  incurring  the  cenfure  of 
*f  Government"  So,  an  inflammatory  performance5 
acknowledged  to  be  Indecent  and  untrue,  is  not  of- 
fenfive,  becaule  it  is  not  more  -virulent  than  fome 
other  performances,  which  have  efcaped  the  cenfure 
of  Government  !  If  this  is  not  a  new  manner  of  ar 
guing,  it  is  at  leaft  an  odd  one.  But  this  hand- bill 
had  Something  more  malicious  in  it,  if  not  more  vi 
rulent,  than  even  the  inflammatory  works  above 
mentioned.  They  were  more  difficult  to  come  at  ; 
to  have  them,  they  mull  be  bought  *.  They  con 
tained  fomething  like  reafoning,  the  fallacy  of 
which,  the  Government  was  very  fure  would  be  de 
tected,  by  the  good  fenfe  of  thole  who  took  the  pains 
to  read  them.  A  hand-bill  was  a  more  commodious 
initrument  of  fcdition  :  it  was  calculated  to  have 
immediate  effccl:.  Befides,  if  there  had  been  no 
thing  offenlive  in  it*  why  did  the  club  think  proper 
to  difown  it  in  fo  ceremonious  a  manner  ?  They  dif- 
owned  it  with  the  mofi  folemn  afTeverations,  offered 
a  reward  for  apprehending  the  author,  and  after 
wards  juftified  it  as  an  inofTenlive  thing.  Here  is  a 
palpable  inconfiltency.  The  fact  is,  they  perceived 
that  this  precious  morfel  of  eloquence,  in  place  of 
raifing  a  mob  for  them,  was  like  to  raife  one  againlt 
them  :  they  faw  the  ftorm  gathering,  and,  in  the  mo 
ment  of  fear,  difowned  the  writing.  After  the  dan 
ger  was  over,  feeing  they  could  not  exculpate  them- 
ielves  from  the  charge  of  having  publiihed  it,  they 
defended  it  as  an  inoffenfive  performance. 

The  Doclor,  in  his  juftificatory  letter  to  the  people 
of  Birmingham,  fays,  that  the  company  were  aflem- 


*  They  were,  indeed,  afterwards  given  away  by  the  Correfpond- 
ing  Society,  and  other  fcditious  clubs. 

bled 
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blect  on  this  occafion  "  to  celebrate  the  emancipa^ 
<£  tion  of  a  neighbouring  nation  from  tyranny* 
tl  without  intimating  a  deiire  of  any  tiling  more  than 
"  an  improvement  of  their  own  conjtitution  "  Excef- 
five  modefty  !  Nothing  but  an  improvement?  A  LA 
FRAN90ISE,  of  courfe  ?  However,  with  refpect  to 
the  church,  as  it  was  a  point  of  confcience,  the  club 
do  hot  feem  to  hav£  been  altogether  fo  moderate  in 
their  defigns.  "  Believe  me,"  fays  the  Doctor,  in 
the  fame  letter,  "  the  Church  of  England,  which 
"  you  think  you  are  fupporting,  has  received  a 
ec  greater  blow  by  this  conduct  of  yours,  than  /  and 
"  all  my  friends  have  ever  aimed  at  it"  They  had 
then,  it  fcems,  aimed  a  blow  at  the  eftablifhed  church, 
and  were  forming  a  plan  for  improving  the  conflitu- 
tion  ;  and  yet  the  Doctor,  in  the  fame  letter,  twice 
exprefles  his  aftonifhrnent  at  their  being  treated  as 
the  enemies  of  church  and  flate.  In  a  letter  to  the 
Undents  of  the  College  of  Hackney,  he  fays, 
'•'  a  hierarchy,  equally  the  bane  of  Chriftianity  and  ra- 
<(  iional  liberty,  now  confeffes  its  weaknefs  ;  and 
«  be  a  flu  red,  that  you  will  fee  its  complete  re- 
6i  formation,  or  its  fall.'1''  And  yet  he  has  the 
a  flu  ranee  to  tell  the  people  of  Birmingham,  that 
their  fupcriors  have  deceived  them  in  reprefenting 
him  and  his  feet  as  the  enemies  of  church  and 
ftate. 

But,  fay  they,  we  certainly  exercifed  the  right  of 
freemen  in  aflembling  together  ;  and  even  if  our 
meeting  had  been  unlawful,  cognizance  fhould  have 
been  taken  of  it  by  the  magiftracy  :  there  can  be  no 
liberty  where  a  ferocious  mob  is  fuifered  to  fuperfede 
the  law.  Very  true.  This  is  what  the  Doctor  has 
been  told  a  thonfand  times,  but  he  never  would  be 
lieve  It.  He  ft  ill  continued  to  bawl  out,  "  The  fun- 
"  fnine  of  reaibn  will  a  flu  redly  chafe  away  and  difli- 
*'  pate  the  mills  of  darknefs  and  error;  and  when 
u  the  majeity  of  the  people  is  infulted,  or  they  feel 

VOL.  i.  M  "  themfelves 
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"  themfelves  oppreiTed  by  any  fet  of  men,  they 
"  have  the  power  to  redrefs  the  grievance."  So  the. 
people  of  Birmingham,  feeling  their  majefly  infulted 
by  a  fet  of  men  (and  a  very  impudent  let  of  men 
too),  who  audaciouily  attempted  to  perfuade  them, 
that  they  were  "  aUJIaves  and  idolaters ,"  and  to  fe- 
duce  them  from  their  duty  to  God  and  their 
country,  rofe  "  to  redrefs  the  grievance"  And  yet 
he  complains  ?  Ah  !  fays  he,  but,  my  good  townf- 


"  .  yon  miftake  the  matter : 

"  For,  in  all  fcruples  of  this  nature, 
"  No  man  includes  bimfelf^  nor  turns 
"  The  point  upon  his  own  concerns." 

And  therefore  he  fays  to  the  people  of  Birming 
ham,  "  You  have  been  milled."  But  had  they  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  milled  by  himfelf  into  an  in- 
lurreclion  againft  the  Government ;  had  they  burnt 
the  churches,  cut  the  throats  of  the  clergy,  and 
hung  the  magiflrates,  military  officers,  and  nobility, 
to  the  lamp-pofls,  would  he  not  have  laid  that  they 
exerciled  a  facred  right  ?  Nay,  was  not  the  very 
feftival,  which  was  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  riots, 
held  cxprefsly  to  celebrate  fcenes  like  thefe  ?  to  cele 
brate  the  inglorious  triumphs  of  a  mob  ?  The  I4th 
of  July  was  a  day  marked  with  the  blood  of  the 
innocent,  and  eventually  the  deitruclion  of  an  em 
pire.  The  events  of  that  day  mult  flrike  horror  to 
every  heart  except  that  of  a  deiftical  philofopher,  and 
would  brand  with  eternal  infamy  any  other  nation 
but  France  ;  which,  thanks  to  the  benign  influence 
of  the  Rights  of  Man,  has  made  fuch  a  progrefs  in 
ferocioufnefs,  murder,  facrilege,  and  every  fpecies  of 
infamy,  that  the  horrors  of  the  i4th  of  July  are  al 
ready  forgotten. 

What  we  celebrate,  we  mufl  approve  ;  and  does 

nut  the  man,  who  approved  of  the  events  of  the 

>   I4th  of  July,  blufh  to  complain  of  the  Binning- 

ham 
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ham  riots  ?  "  Happily,"  fays  he  to  the  people 
of  Birmingham,  "  happily  the  minds  of  Engliih- 
"  men  have  a  horror  for  murder,  and  therefore  you 
"  did  not,  I  hope,  think  of  that ;  though,  by  your 
"  clamorous  demanding  me  at  the  hotel,  it  is  pro- 
" ,  bable  that,  at  that  time,  fome  of  you  intended 
<f  me  fome  perfonal  injury."  Yes,  Sir,  happily  the 
minds  of  Englifhmen  have  a  horror  for  murder ;  but 
who  will  fay  that  the  minds  of  Englifh  men,  or 
Englilh  women  either,  would  have  a  horror  for  mur 
der,  if  you  had  fucceeded  in  overturning  their  rein 
gion  and  con  dilution,  and  introducing  your  French 
ified  fyftem  of  liberty  ?  The  French  were  acknow 
ledged  to  be  the  mo  ft  polite  and  amiable  people  in 
all  Europe  :  what  are  they  now  ?  Let  La  Fayette, 
BrifTot,  Anacharfis  Cloots,  or  Thomas  Paine  him- 
felf,  anfwer  this  queilion. 

Let  us  fee,  a  little,  how  mobs  have  acted  under 
the  famous  government  that  the  Do&or  fo  much 
admires. 

I  fhall  not  attempt  a  detail  of  the  horrors  com 
mitted  by  the  cut-throat  Jourdan  and  his  aflbciatcs 
in  Provence,  Avignon,  Languedoc,  andRoufillon — 
towns  and  villages  facked,  gentlemen's  feats,  and 
caftles  burnt,  and  their  inhabitants  maffacred  ;  ma- 
giftrates  infulted,  beat,  and  imprifoned,  fometimes 
killed  ;  prifoners  fet  at  liberty,  to  cut  the  throats  of 
thofe  they  had  already  robbed.  The  exploits  of  this 
band  of  patriots  would  fill  whole  volumes.  They 
reduced  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  finefb 
and  molt  fertile  country  in  the  whole  world,  to  a 
degree  of  mifery  and  ruin  that  would  never  have 
been  forgotten,  had  it  not  been  fo  far  eclipfed  fince, 
by  the  operation  of  what  is,  in  "  that  devoted  coun 
try,"  called  the  law.  The  amount  of  the  damages 
fuitained  in  property,  was  perhaps  a  hundred  thou- 
fand  times  as  great  as  that  fuftained  by  the  revolu- 
tionifts  at  Birminghajn.  When  repeated  accounts 

M.  2  Of 
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of  thefe  murderous  fcenes  Were  laid  before  the  Na 
tional  AfFembly,  what  was  the  confequence  ?  what 
the  redrefs  ?  "  We  had  our  fears/'  fays  Monfieur 
Gentil,  "  for  the  prifoners  of  Avignon,  and  for  the 
"  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  un- 
"  happy  country  ;  but  thefe  fears  are  now  changed 
<c  into  a  certainty  :  the  prifoners  are  releafed ;  the 
<c  country-feats  are  burnt,  and" — Monfieur  Gentil 
was  called  to  order,  and  not  fuffered  to  proceed  ;  af 
ter  which  thefe  precious  "  Guardians  of  the  Rights 
of  Man"  palFed  a  cenfure  on  him,  for  having 
flandered  the  patriots.  It  is  notorious,  that  the 
chief  of  thefe  cut-throats,  Jourdan,  has  fince  pro 
duced  his  butcheries  in  Avignon,  as  a  proof  of  his 
c'fvt/m^  and  that  he  is  now  a  diftinguifhed  character 
among  the  real  friends  of  the  revolution. 

Does  the  Doctor  remember  having  heard  any 
thing  about  the  glorious  achievements  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  1792  ?  Has  he  ever  made  an  eftimate  of  the 
property  deftroyed  in  Paris  on  that  and  the  following 
days  ?  Let  him  compare  the  deftruclion  that  follow 
ed  the  fteps  of  that  mob,  with  the  lofs  of  his  boafted 
apparatus;  and  when  he  has  done  this,  let  him  tell 
us,  if  he  can,  where  he  would  now  be,  if  the  Go 
vernment  of  England  had  treated  him  and  his  friends, 
as  the  National  Alterably  did  the  fufferers  in  the  riots 
of  the  loth  of  Auguft.  But,  perhaps,  he  looks  upon 
the  events  of  that  day  as  a  glorious  victory,  a  new 
emancipation,  and  of  courfe  will  fay,  that  I  degrade 
the  heroes  in  calling  them  a  mob.  1  am  not  for  dif- 
puting  with  him  about  a  name  ;  he  may  call  them 
the  heroes  of  the  icth  of  Auguft,  if  he  will  :  "  The 
heroes  of  the  i4th  of  July,*'  has  always  been  un 
der  ft  ocd  to  mean,  a  gang  of  blood thirjly  cannibals  > 
and  I  would  by  no  means  wifh  to  withhold  the  title 
from  thole  of  the  loth  of  Augufk 

Will  the  Doctor  allow,  that  it  was  a  mob  that 
murdered  the  itate  prifoners  from  Orleans  ?  or  does 

he 
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he  mfift  upon  calling  that  maflacre  an  a&  of  civifm, 
and  the  a&ors  in  it  the  heroes  of  the  i2th  of  Sep 
tember  ?  But  whether  it  was  an  act  of  civifm,  a  maf- 
facre,  or  a  victory,  or  whatever  it  was,  I  cannot  help 
giving  it  a  place  here,  as  I  find  it  recorded  by  his 
countryman,  Doctor  Moore.  "  The  mangled  bo- 
"  dies,"  fays  he,  "  were  lying  in  the  ftreet,  on  the 
"  left  hand,  as  you  go  to  the  Chateau^  from  Paris. 
"  Some  of  the  lower  fort  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ver- 
«c  failles  were  looking  on ;  the  reft,  ftruck  with  ter- 
"  ror,  were  fhut  up  in  their  fhops  and  houfes.  The 
"  body  of  the  Duke  of  Briflac  was  pointed  out,  the 
(f  head  and  one  of  the  hands  was  cut  off:  a  man 
*(  flood  near  fmoking  tobacco,  with  his  fvvord 
"  drawn,  and  a  human  hand  ftuck  on  the  point : 
"  another  fellow  walked  carelefsly  among  the  bodies 
"  With  an  entire  arm  of  another  of  the  prifoners 
"  fixed  to  the  point  of  his  fword.  A  waggon  af- 
"  terwards  arrived,  into  whirh  were  thrown  as  many 
"  of  the  flaughtered  bodies  as  the  horfes  could  draw  : 
"  a  boy  of  about  fifteen  years  of  age  was  in  the 
"  waggon,  affifting  to  receive  the  bodies  as  they 
"  were  put  in,  and  packing  them  in  the  moft  con- 
"  venient  manner,  with  an  air  of  as  much  in- 
"  difference  as  if  they  had  been  fo  many  parcels 
"  of  goods.  One  of  the  wretches  who  threw  in 
"  the  bodies,  and  who,  probably,  had  affifted  in  the 
"  maffacre,  faid  to  the  fpectators  in  praife  of  the 
"  boy's  activity,  '  See  that  little  fellow  tliert ;  how 
"  bold  he  is? 

"  The  affaflins  of  the  prifoners  were  a  party  who 
"  came  from  Paris  the  preceding  evening,  mod  of 
44  them  in  pofi-chaifes,  for  that  purpofe,  and  who 
"  attacked  thofe  unhappy  men  while  they  remained 
'c  in  the  ftreet,  waiting  till  the  gate  of  the  pnlbn, 
"  which  was  prepared  for  their  reception,  fhould  be 
*'  opened.  The  detachment  which  had  guarded  (he 
*'  prifoners  from  Orleans,  flood  ihameful  and  paffive 

M  3  "  fpeccators 
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"  fpc&ators  of  the  maflacre. — The  miferable  prifon- 
"  ers  being  all  unarmed,  and  fome  of  them  fet- 
<f  te  ei,  could  do  nothing  in  their  own  defence : 
"  tl  ey  were  molt  of  them  itabbed  ;  and  a  few, 
"  who  attempted  refinance,  were  cut  down  with 
"  fabrcs. 

"  There  never  was  a  more  barbarous  and  daitardly 

"  aftion  performed  in  the  face  of  the  fun. — Gra- 

"  cious    Heaven  !     were   thofe   barbarities,    which 

cc  wouLl   difgrace  favages,    committed  by  French- 

"  men  !  by  that  lively  and  ingenuous  people,  whofe 

"  writings  were  fo  much  admired,  whofe  fociety  has 

cc  been  fo  much  courted,  and  whofe  manners  have 

<f  been  fo  much  imitated  by  all  the  neighbouring  na- 

e-  tions  ?    This  atrocious  deed,  executed  in  the  flreet 

"  of  Yerfailles.  and  the   horrors   committed  in  the 

"  prifons  of  Paris,  will  fix  indelible  ftains  oi?the 

"  .character  of  the  French  nation,     it  is  faid,  thofe 

"  barbarities  revolted  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  ci- 

<•  ti2Xins  of  Paris  and  Verfailles,  as  much  as  they 

"  could    thofe  of    the  inhabitants  of  London   or 

"  Windfor.     It  is  alfo  faid,    that  thofe  mafTacres 

e(  were  not  committed  by  the  inliabitants  of  Paris  or 

"  Verfailles,  but  by  a  let  of  hired  aflaffins. — But 

66  who   hired  thofe   aflaffins  ?    Who   remained  in 

"  ihameful  ftupor  and  claltardly  inactivity,  while 

"  their  laws  were  infulted,  their  prifons  violated, 

<l  and  their  fellow-citizens  butchered  in  the  open 

"  Itreets?     I   do  not  believe,  that  from  the  wic- 

"  kedeft  gang  of  highwaymen,  houfebreakers,  and 

"  pickpockets,  that   in  fell  London  and  the  neigh- 

"  bourhood,  men  could  be  felecled  who  could  be 

"  bribed  to  murder,   in  cold  blood,  fuch  a  num- 

<e  her  of  their  countrymen. — And  if   they  could, 

"  I  am  convinced  that  no  degree  of  popular  delu- 

"  lion  they  are  capable  of,  no  pretext,  no  motive 

"  whatever,  could  make  the  inhabitants  of  London 

"  orWindfor,  or  any  town  of  Great  Britain,  fuffer 

"  fuch 
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•"  fuch  dreadful  executions  to  be  performed  within 
"  their  walls." 

No ;  I  hope  not  :  yet  I  do  not  know  what 
might  have  hcen  effected,  by  an  introduction  of 
the  fame  fyflem  of  anarchy,  that  he  has  changed 
the  airy  French  into  a  fet  of  the  mo  ft  ferocious 
inhuman  bloodhounds,  that  ever  difgraced  the  hu 
man  ihape. 

From  fccnes  like  thefe,  the  mind  turns  for  relief 
and  confolation  to  the  riot  at  Birmingham.  That 
riot,  confidered  comparatively  with  what  Doctor 
Prieftley  and  his  friends  wifhed  and  attempted  to  flir 
up,  was  peace,  harmony,  and  gentlenefs.  Has  this 
man  any  reafon  to  complain  ?  He  will  perhaps  fay, 
he  did  not  approve  of  the  French  riots  and  marTa- 
cres  ;  to  which  I  fhall  anfwer,  that  he  did  approve 
of  them.  His  public  celebration  of  them  was  a 
convincing  proof  of  this  ;  and  if  it  were  not,  his 
fending  his  fon  to  Paris,  in  the  midft  of  them,  to 
requeft  the  honour  of  becoming  a  French  citizen,  is 
a  proof  that  certainly  will  not  be  difputed  *.  If,  then, 
we  take  a  view  of  the  riots  of  which  the  Doctor  is 
an  admirer,  and  of  thofe  of  which  he  exprefTes  his 
deteftation,  we  muft  fear  that  he  is  very  far  from  be 
ing  that  "  friend  of  human  hapfinefs"  that  the  De 
mocratic  Society  pretend  to  believe  him.  In  fhort, 
in  whatever  light  we  view  the  Birmingham  riots,  we 


*  Another  "  hazarded  aflertion."  Let  us  hear  the  Doctor 
again.  <c  My  fecond  fon,  who  was  prefent  both  at  the  riot,  and 
"  the  affizes,  felt  more  indignation  ftill,  and  willingly  liilened  to 
<c  a  propofal  to  fettle  in  France ;  and  there  his  reception  was  but 
<£  too  flattering."  It  is  ufelefs  to  afcertain  the  time  of  this  flatter 
ing  reception,  in  order  to  prove  that  it  was  in  the  midft  of  mafla- 
ores  ;  for  the  revolution  has  been  one  continued  fcene  of  mur 
der  and  rapine ;  but,  however,  if  the  reader  has  an  opportu 
nity  of  examining  the  Paris  papers,  he  will  find  that  the  ce 
remony  took  place  within  a  very  few  days  of  the  time  when 
Jourdan  filled  the  ice-boufe  at  Avignon  with  mangled  bodies, 

M  4  can 


168  PRIESTLEY'S  EMIGPvATlON. 

can  fee  no  object  that  excites  our  compaflion,  except 
the  inhabitants  of  the  hundred,  and  the  unfortunate 
rioters  themfelves. 

The  charge  that  the  Doclor  brings  agninfl  his 
country  is,  that  it  has  not  afforded  him  protection. — 
It  ought  to  be  remarked  here,  that  there  is  a  mate 
rial  difference  between  a  Government  that  does  not 
at  all  times  afford  fujpclent  protection,  and  one  that 
is  opprefftve.  However,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  New- 
York  addrefles,  he  very  politely  acquieices  in  the 
government  and  laws  of  England  being  opprefiive 
alfo.  Would  he  really  prefer  the  proceedings  of  a 
revolutionary  tribunal  to  thofe  of  a  court  of  juftice  tn 
England  ?  Does  he  envy' the  lot  of  his  colleagues 
Manuel,  Lacroix,  Danton,  and  Chabot  ?  How 
would  he  look  before  a  tribunal  like  that  of  the 
Princefs  de  Lamballe,  for  example  ?  When  this 
much-lamented,  unfortunate  lady  was  dragged  before 
the  villains  that  fat  in  a  kind  of  mock  judgment  on 
her,  they  were  drinking  eau  de  vie,  to  the  damria- 
tion  of  thofe  that  lay  dead  before  them.  Their  fhiri- 
fleeves  were  tucked  up  to  their  elbows  ;  their  arms 
and  hands,  and  even  the  goblets  they  were  drinking 
out  of,  were  befmearcd  with  human  blood  !  I  much 
queftion  if  the  aflaffin's  flab,  or  even  the  lafl  pang 
of  death,  with  all  its  concomitant  bitternefs,  was 
half  fo  terrible  as  the  blood- free  zing  fight  of  thefe 
hell-hounds.  Yet  this  was  a  court  &f  juftice,  under 
that  conftitution  which  "  the  friend  of  human  bap- 
pinefs"  wanted  to  impofe  on  his  countn  men  !  Paine, 
in  fpeaking  of  the  Englifh  Government,  fays  exnlt- 
ingly,  and,  as  he  fancies,  wittily,  "  they  manage  thofe 
things  better  in  France."  I  fancy,  this  boafting 
"  reprefentative  of  twenty-four  millions  of  freemen" 
would  now  be  glad  to  exchange  his  poll  of  deputy, 
for  that  of  under-ihoeblack  to  the  meaneft  lackey 
at  the  court  of  London  !  Would  he  not,  with  joy, 

exchange 
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exchange  bis'^^o/*,  with  the  reverfion  of  the  guil 
lotine  into  the  bargain,  for  the  darkeft  cell  in  that 
very  Baftile,  the  deftruclion  of  which  he  has  fo  tri 
umphantly  and  heroically  fung  ?  His  fate  is  a  good 
hint  to  thofe  who  change  countries  every  time  they 
crofs  the  fca.  A  man  of  all  countries  is  a  man  ofj 
no  country  :  and  let  all  thofe  citizens  of  the  world' 
remember,  that  he  who  has  been  a  bad  -fubjeft  in  his 
own  country,  though  from  fqme  latent  motive  he 
may  be  well  received  in  another,  will  never  be  either 
tnifted  or  refpe&tid. 

The  Dodior  and  his  fellow-labourers,  who  have 
lately  emigrated  to  Botany  Bay,  have  been  continu 
ally  crying  out,    "  A  reform  of  Parliament."     The 
lame  vifionary  delufion  feems  to  have  pervaded  all 
reformers  in  all  ages.     They  do  not  confider  what  '} 
<^an  be  done,  but  what  they  think  ought  to  be  done*  \ 
They  have  no  calculating  principle  to  direct  them  to  j 
difcovcr  whether  a  reform  will  coit  them  more  than  I 
jt  is  worth,  or  not.     They  do  not  fit  down  to  count  j 
the  co ft  ;   but  the  object  being,  as  they  think,  defr-  ^ 
rablc,    the  means    arc   totally  dilregarded.     If  the 
fir  ft  of  French  reformers  had  counted  the  cofi,  I  do 
not  believe  they  were  villains  or   idiots  enough  to 
have  purfued  their  plan  as  they  did.    To  favc  a  tentli 
part  of  their  income,  they  have  given  the  whole,  or 
rather  it  has  been  taken  from  them.    To  prcferve  the 
life  of  a  perfon  now  and  then  unjulily  condemned, 
they  have   drenched  the   country  with  the  blood   of 
the  innocent.     Even  the  Baftile,  that  terrible  monu 
ment  of  tyranny,  which  has  been   painted  in  iuch 
frightful  colours,  contained  but  /wo  ft  ate  prifoners, 
when  it  was  forced  by  the  mob  ;  and  the  reformers, 
to  deliver  thefe  two  prifoners,  and  to  guard  others 
from  a  like  fate,  have  creeled  baft  lies  in  every  town 
and  in  every  itreet.     Before  the  revolution,  there 

*  Paine  was  in  prifon  when  this  was  written. 

were 
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were  only  two  flate  prifoners  ;  there  are  now  above 
two  hundred  tlioufand.  Do  thefe  people  calculate  ? 
Certainly  not.  They  will  not  take  man  as  they  find 
him,  and  govern  him  upon  principles  eiiablifhed  by 
experience  ;  they  will  have  him  to  be  "  a  faultlefs 
monfter  that  the  world  ne'er  faw,"  and  wifh  to  go 
vern  him  according  to  a  fyftem  that  never  was,  and 
never  can  be,  brought  into  praclice. 

Thefe  waking  dreams  would  be  of  no  more  con- 
fequcnce  than  thofe  of  the  night,  were  they  not  ge 
nerally  purfued  with  an  unjuftifiable  degree  of  ob- 
ftinacy  and  intrigue,  and  even  villany  ;  and  did  they 
not,  being  always  adapted  to  flatter  and  inflame  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people,  often  baffle  every  effort 
of  legal  power.  Thus  it  happened  in  England,  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Fir  ft  ;  and  thus  has  it  hap 
pened  in  France.  Some  trifling  innovation  always 
paves  the  way  to  the  fubverfion  of  a  government. — 
The  axe  in  the  forefi  humbly  befought  a  little  piece 
of  wood  to  make  it  a  handle  :  the  forefi,  confifting 
of  fo  many  fiately  trees,  could  not,  without  mani- 
feft  cruelty,  rcfufe  the  "  humble"  requeii  ;  but  the 
handle  once  granted,  the  before  contemptible  tool 
be^an  to  lay  about  it  with  fo  much  violence,  that  in  a 
little  time  not  a  tree,  nor  even  fhrub,  was  left  ftand- 
in£.  That  a  parliamentary  reform  was  the  handle 
,  by  which  theEnglifh  revolutionifls  intended  to  effect 
»  (lie  deftruclion  of  the  conflitution,  needs  not  be  in- 
\  lifted  on  ;  at  leafr,  if  we  believe  their  own  repeated 
declarations.  Paine  and  fome  others  clearly  ex- 
preifed  thcmfelves  on  this  head :  the  Doctor  was 
more  cautious  while  in  England,  but,  fafely  arrived 
in  his  "  afylum,"  he  has  been  a  little  more  undif- 
<niifed  :  he  fays,  the  troubles  in  Europe  are  the  na 
tural  offspring  of  the  "forms  of  government"  that 
exift  there ;  and  that  the  abufes  fpring  from  the 
<c  artificial  dijlin&iws  in  fociety" — I  muft  flop  here  a 
moment^  to  remark  on  the  impudence  of  this  affer- 
i  lion. 
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tion.  Is  it  not  notorious  that  changing  thofe  forms 
of  government,  and  deftroymg  thofe  diftin&ions  in 
ibciety,  has  introduced  all  the  trouhles  in  Europe? 
Had  the  form  of  government  in  France  continued 
what  it  had  been  for  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  years, 
would  thofe  troubles  ever  have  had  an  exiitence  ? 
To  hazard  an  afTertion  like  this,  a  man  mull  be  an 
idiot,  or  he  mull  think  his  readers  fo. 

It  was  then  i\\eform  of  the  Engl.ifh  Government, 
and  thofe  artificial  diflindlions  ;  that  is  to  fay,  of 
King,  Prince,  Bilhop,  <kc.  that  he  wanted  to  de- 
flroy,  in  order  to  produce  that  t£  other fyftem  of  li* 
"  berty"  which  he  had  been  fo  long  dreaming 
about.  In  his  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  "  the  repub- 
"  lican  natives  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  refi- 
"  dent  at  New-York,"  he  fays,  "  the  wifdom  and 
"  happinefs  of  republican  Governments,  and  the 
f(  evils  refulting  from  hereditary  monarchical  ones, 
*c  cannot  appear  in  a  ftronger  light  to  you,  than 
'•<  they  do  to  me  ;"  and  yet  this  fame  man  pretended 
an  inviolable  attachment  to  the  hereditary  monarchical 
Government  of  Great  Britain  !  Says  he,  by  way  of 
vindicating  the  principles  of  his  club  to  the  people 
of  Birmingham,  f(  the  firft  toaft  that  was  drunk  was, 
"  the  King  and  Conftltution"  What  !  does  he  make 
a  merit  in  England  of  having-  toafted  that  which  he 
abominates  in  America  ?  Alas  !  philosophers  are  but 
mere  men. 

It  is  clear  that  a  parliamentary  reform  was  not  the 
object :  an  after-game  was  intended,  which  the  vi 
gilance  of  Government,  and  the  natural  good  fenfe 
of  the  people,  happily  prevented  ;  and  the  Do6lor, 
clifappointed  and  chagrined,  is  come  here  to  dif- 
charge  his  heart  of  the  venom  it  has  been  long  col- 
lecliug  againft  his  country.  He  tells  the  Democra 
tic  Society  that  he  cannot  promife  to  be  a  better  fub- 
jecl:  of  this  Government,  than  he  has  been  of  that 
pf  Great  Britain.  Let  us  hope  that  he  intends  us  an 

agreeable 
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agreeable  difappointrnent ;  if  not,  the  fooner  he  emi 
grates  b.-ck  again,  the  better. 

Syfiem- mongers  are  an  unreafonable  fpecies  of 
mortals  :  time,  place,  climate,  nature  ilfelf,  mull 
give  way.  They  muft  have  the  fame  government  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  when  perhaps  th^-re  are 
not  two  countries  which  can  poflibly  admit  of  the 
fame  form  of  government  at  the  lame  time.  A 
thoufand  hidden  caufes,  a  thoufand  circumflances 
and  unfor-efeen  events,  confpire  to  the  forming  of  a 
Government.  It  is  always  done  by  little  and  little. 
When  completed,  it  prefents  nothing  like  a  fyftem ; 
nothing  like  a  thing  competed,  and  written  in  a 
book.  It  is  curious  to  hear  people  cite  the  American 
Government  as  the  fummit  of  human  perfection, 
while  they  decry  the  Englifh  ;  when  it  is  abfolutety 
nothing  more  than  the  Government  which  the  Kings 
of  England  eflablifhed  here,  with  fuch  little  modi 
fications  as  were  neceffary  on  account  of  the  ftate  of 
Ibcicty  and  local  circumflances*.  If,  then,  the  Doc 
tor  is  come  here  for  a  change  of  government  and 
laws,  he  is  the  mofl  difappointed  of  mortals.  He 
will  have  the  mortification  to  find  in  his  " /7/y/W 
the  fame  laws  as  thofe  from  which  he  has  fled,  the 
fame  upright  manner  of  admim flering  them,  the 
fame  punifhment  of  the  oppreffor,  and  the  fame 
protection  of  the  opprefTed.  In  the  Courts  of  Juftke 
he  will  every  day  fee  precedents  quoted  from  the 
Kngliih  law-books  ;  and  (which  to  him  may  appear 
wonderful)  we  may  venture  to  predicl,  that  it  will 
be  very  long  before  they  will  be  fupplarited  by  the 
bloody  records  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal. — - 
Let  him  compare  the  Governments  of  thefe  States, 

*  The  common  law  is  the  fame  in  both  countries.  F&r  a  com 
panion  between  the  laws  refpe&ing  the  liberty  of  the  prefe3  fee  the 
Democratic  Judge* 

and 
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and  the  iiieafures  they  have  purfued,  with  what  has 
pa'fled  under  the  boafled  coiiftitution  that  he  willed 
to  introduce  into  England,  and  fee  if  he  can  find  one 
iingle  inftance  of  the  moft  diftant  refemblance.  In  , 
the  abolition  of  negro  ilavery,  for  example,  the  Go 
vernments  of  the  United  States  have  not  rufhed  head 
long  into  the  mad  plan  of  the  National  Convention. 
With  much  more  humane  views,  with  a  much  more 
itnccre  defire  of  feeing  all  mankind  free  and  happy, 
they  have,  infpiteof  clubs  and  focieties,  proceeded 
with  caution  andjuftice.  In  fhort,  they  have  adopted 
as  nearly  as  poffible,  confidering  circumftances  and 
lit  nation,  the  fame  mcafures  as  have  been  taken 
by  the  Government  which  he  abhors*.  He  will 
have  the  further  mortification  to  find,  that  the  Go 
vernment  here  is  not,  any  more  than  in  England,  \ 
influenced  by  the  vociferations  of  iilh-women,  or 
by  the  tvajls  and  refolutions  of  popular  focieties.  He 
will,  however,  have  one  confolation :  here  as  well 
as  there,  he  will  find  that  the  truly  great,  virtuous, 
and  incorruptible  man  at  the  head  of  Government, 
is  branded  for  an  Anjlocrat  by  thofe  noify  gentry. 

Happinefs  being  the  end  of  all  good  government, 
that  which  produces  the  moll  is  consequently  the 
beft ;  and  comparifon  being  the  only  method  of  de 
termining  the  relative  value  of  things,  it  is  eafy  to 
fee  which  is  preferable,  the  tyranny  which  the  French 
formerly  enjoyed,  or  tiie  liberty  and  equality  they  at 
p-refent  labour  under.  If  the  Doctor  had  come  about 
a  year  fooner,  he  might  have  had  the  fatisfaelion  of 
being  not  only  an  car,  but  an  eye  witnefs  alfo,  of 
fome  of  the  blefTed  effects  of  this  celebrated  revolu 
tion.  He  might  then  have  been  regaled  with  that  \ 
light,  fo  delectable  to  a  modern  philofopher ;  opu-  j 
lence  reduced  to  mifery, 

*  I  here  fpeak  of  the  Federal  Government  only.     The  State 
Governments  differ  as  widely  in  their  fyflems  ns  in  their  conduft. 

5  The- 
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The  flale  pretence,  that  the  league  againft  the 
French  has  been  thecauie  of  their  inhuman  conduct 
to  each  other,  cannot,  hy  the  moil  perverfe  fophiflry, 
be  applied  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo.  That  fine 
rich  colony  was  ruined,  its  fuperb  capital  and  villas 
reduced  to  afhes,  one  half  of  its  inhabitants  marTa- 
cred,  and  the  other  half  reduced  to  beggary,  before 
an  enemy  ever  appeared  on  the  coaft.  No  :  it  is 
that  fyiiem  of  anarchy  and  blood  that  was  celebrated 
at  Birmingham,  on  the  i4th  of  July,  1791,  that  has 
been  thecauie  of  all  this  murder  and  devaftation. 

Nor  let  the  Dodlor  pretend  that  this  could  not  be 
forefeen.  It  was  forefeen,  and  foretold  too,  from  the 
very  moment  a  part  of  the  deputies  to  the  States  Ge 
neral  were  permitted  to  call  themfelvcs  a  National 
AfTembly.  In  proof  of  this,  I  could  mention  a  do 
zen  publications  that  came  out  under  his  own  eye  ; 
but  I  ihall  content  mvfelf  with  Divine;  a  fhort  extra 6t 

J  O  O 

from  a  fpeech  in  the  Britifh  Parliament,  which  is  the 
more  proper  on  this  occaiion,  as  it  was  delivered  but 
a  few  weeks  before  the  period  of  the  riots.  <e  The 
"  Americans,"  faid  Mr.  Burke,  "  have  what  was 
"  eflentially  neceiTary  for  freedom :  they  have  the 
li  phlegm  of  the  good-tempered  Englishmen — they 
"  were  fitted  for  republicans  by  a  republican  educa- 
"  tion.  Their  revolution  was  not  brought  about 
"  by  bafe  and  degenerate  crimes;  nor  did  they  over- 
"  turn  a  government  for  the  purpofes  of  anarchy  ; 
"  but  they  raifed  a  republic,  as  nearly  reprefcnting 
t{  the  Britiili  Government  as  it  was  pqffible.  They 
c;  did  not  run  into  the  abfurdity  of  France,  and  by 
4<  feizing  on  the  rights  of  man,  declare  that  the  nation 
fc  was  to  govern  the  nation,  and  Prince  Prettyman 
ic  to  govern  Prince  Prettyman*.  There  are  in  Ca- 

"  nada 


*  If  this  Gentleman  could  fee  a  rant  published  a  few  days  ago 
\>- rny  old  friends,  the  New-York  Democratic  Society,  he  would 

y  /  V  r*         J 

find 
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*c  nada  many  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  ;  will  it  be 
tff'  proper  to  give  them  the  French  Conilitution  ?  la 
"  my  opinion,  there  is  not  a  lingle  circnmftance 
"  that  recommends  the  adoption  of  any  part  of  it, 
6(  for  the  whole  is  abominably  bad,  the  production  of 
"  folly,  not  wifdom — of  vice,  not  virtue  ;  it  contains 
"  nothing  but  extremes,  as  cliftant  from  each  other 
"  as  the  poles—the  parts  are  in  eternal  oppoiition  to 
"  each  other — it  is  founded  on  what  is  called  the 
"  rights  of  man  ;  but,  to  my  conviction,  it  is  founded 
<e  on  the  wrongs  of  man  ;  and  I  now  hold  in  my 
"  hand,  an  example  of  its  efFecls  on  the  French  co- 
<c  lonies.  Domingo,  Guadaloupe,  and  the  other 
"  French  iflands,  were  rich,  happy,  and  growing 
ee  in  flrength  and  confequence,  in  fpite  of  the  three 
"  laft  diftrefling  wars,  before  they  heard  of  the  new 
"  doctrine  of  the  rights  of  man ;  but  thefe  rights 
"  were  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  iflands  than  any 
"  fpectator  would  have  imagined  that  Pandora's  box 
(e  had  been  opened,  and  that  hell  had  yawned  out 
fs  difcord,  murder,  and  every  mitchief;  for  anarchy, 
"  confuiion,  and  bloodfhed  raged  every  where  ;  it 
(C  was  a  general  fummons  for 

"  Black  fpirits  and  white, 

"  Blue  fpirits  and  gray, 

"  Mingle,  mingle,  mingle, 

"  You  that  mingle  may." 

"  When  the  Affembly  heard  of  thefe  diforders,  they 
<c  ordered  troops  to  quell  them  ;  but  it  proves  that 
"  the  troops  have  joined  the  infurgents,  and  mur- 
"  dered  their  commander.  I  look  on  the  revolution 


find  that  we  are  improved  ;  and  that  Prince  Pretty  man  is  to  govern 
Prince  Prettyman,  here  as  well  as  in  France  :    "  What,"  fay  they, 
"  fhall  preferve  public  liberty,  but  the  wifdom  of  an  enlightened  I 
"  people  ?     In  every  free  flate,  the  fovereignty  is  vefted  in  the  * 
41  people,  and  every  individual  is  at  once  a  legijlator  anda/o- 
"  vereign" 

"  with 
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"  with  horror  and  deteflation  ;  it  is  a  revolution  of 
"  confumrhate  folly,  formed  and  maintained  by  every 
"  vice/' 

Bat  perhaps  the  Doctor's  intenfe  ftuclies, cc  his  con- 
"  tlriual  labours  for  the  good  of  mankind,"  might 
tlot  leave  him  time  to  purfue  the  debates  of  Parlia 
ment  ;  however,  we  may  fairly  prefume,  that  he 
read  the  letters  addreffed*  to  himfelf;  and  if  fo,  he 
has  read  the  following  pafTage  :  "  You  thmk  that  a 
u  neighbouring  nation  is  emancipated  from  tyranny, 
*'  and  that  a  company  of  Englifhmen  may  laudably 
*f  exprefs  their  joy  on  the  occalion.  Were  your  pre- 
"  miles  true,  I  would  allow  your  concluiion.  But  let 
"  us  wait  the  event.  Philofophers  fhoulct  not  be 
*£  too  credulous,  or  form  their  determinations  too 
"  rafhly.  It  is  very  poilible  that  all  the  magnifl- 
*f  cent  fch  ernes  of  your  augufl  diet  in  France  may 
"  be  fucceeded  by  a  ridiculous,  a  villanous,  or  a 
"  bloody  cataitropbe.'* 

Either  he  forcfaw  the  confcquences  of  the  French 
revolution,  or  he  did  not   forefee  them  :  if  he  did 
not,  he  mull  confers  that  his  penetration  was  far  in- 
|      ferior  to  that  of  his  antagonists,  and  even  to  that  of 
the  multitude  of  his  countrymen  ;  for  they  all  fore- 
law  them.  If  he  did  forefee  them,  he  ought  to  blufh 
^   at  being  called  the  "friend  of  human  happinefs;'* 
!  ibr,  to  ibreiee  fuch  dreadful  calamities,  and  to  form 
a  deliberate  plan  for  bringing  them  upon  his  country, 
he  mult  have  a  diipoiition  truly  diabolical.     If  he; 
did  not  forefee  them,  he  rhuft  have  an  Underflanding 
little  fuperior  to  that  of  an  idiot ;  if  he  did,  he  mufi 
have  the  heart  of  a  Marat.     Let  him  c'hoofe. 

But  it  is  pretty  clear  that  he  forefaw  the  confe- 
qncnces,  or,  at  lead,  that  he  approves  of  them  ; 
for,  as  1  have  obierved  above,  he  lent  his  fon  into 
France,  in  the  very  mid  ft  of  the  mailacres,  to  re- 
tjncft  the  honour  of  becoming  a  French  Citizen  ;  and 
in  his  anfwers  to  the  addreiiers  at  New-York,  he 

takes 
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lakes  good  care  to  exprefs  his  difapprobation  of  the 
war  purfued  by  his  country  (which  he  calls  an  infa 
tuation),  becaufe  its  manifeft  tendency  is  to  defiroy 
that  hydra,  thatfyilem  of  anarchy  which  is  the  pri 
mary  caute.  Befides,  is  not  his  emigration  itfelf  a 
convincing  proof  that  his  opinion  ftill  remains  the 
fame  ?  If  he  found  himfelf  miftaken,  he  would 
confefs  his  error  :  at  leaft  tacitly,  by  a  change  of 
con  duel.  Has  he  done  this  ?  No :  the  French 
revolution  is  his  fyflem,  and  fooner  than  not  fee  it 
eftablifhed,  I  much  queftion  if  he  would  not  with 
pleafure  fee  the  mafTacre  of  all  the  human  race. 

Even  fuppofe  his  intended  plan  of  improvement 
had  been  the  beft  in  the  world,  infcead  of  the  worfl, 
the  people  of  England  had  certainly  a  right  to  reject 
it.  He  claims  as  an  indubitable  right,  the  right  of 
thinking  for  others,  and  yet  he  will  not  permit  the 
people  of  England  to  think  for  themf elves.  Paine 
fays,  "  What  a  whole  nation  wills,  it  has  a  right  to 
do"  Confequently,  what  a  whole  nation  does 
not  will,  it  has  a  right  not  to  do.  Rouffeau  fays,  "The 
majority  of  a  people  has  a  right  to  force  the  reft  to 
be  free :"  but  even  the  "  infane  Socrates  of  the  Na 
tional  Aflembly"  has  never,  in  all  his  abfurd  reve 
ries,  had  the  folly  to  pretend,  that  a  club  of  diflenting 
malcontents  has  a  right  to  force  a  whole  nation  to/ 
be  free.  If  the  Englifh  choofe  to  remain  flaves; 
bigots,  and  idolaters,  as  the  Dodlor  calls  them,  that 
was  no  buiinefs  of  his  :  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  He  fhould  have  let  them  alone  ;  and  perhaps 
in  due  time,  the  abufes  of  their  Government  would 
have  come  to  that  f€  natural  termination"  which,  he 
trufts,  "  will  guard  againft  future  abufes."  But  no, 
laid  the  Doclor,  I  will  reform  you — I  will  enlighten 
you — I  will  make  you  free.  You  fhall  not,  fay  the 
people.  But  I  will  !  fays  the  Doctor.  By— ,  fay 
the  people,  you  fhall  not  !  "  And  when  Ahithophel 
**  Jaw  that  his  counfel  was  not  followed,  nefaddled  his 

VOL.  I,  N  "  afs, 
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"  afs>  and  arofe,  and  gat  him  home  to  his  houfe,  to  his 
f*  city,  and  put  his  hou/ehold  in  order,  and  hanged  him- 
"  fdf*  and  dud,  and  was  buried  in  thefepulchre  of  his 
"  father." 

I  now  beg  the  reader's  company,  in  a  flight  review 
of  the  addrefles  delivered  to  the  Doclor  by  the  feve- 
ral  patriotic  focieties  at  New- York  *. 

It  is  no  more  than  juftice  to  fay  of  thefe  addreffes, 

in  the  lump,  that  they  are  diftinguifhed  fora  certain 

j  barrennefs  of  thought  and  vulgarity  of  ftyle,  which, 

\  were  we  not  in  poileilion  of  the  Dodtor's  anfwer, 

might  be  thought  inimitable.     If  the  parties  were 

lefs  known,  one  might  be  tempted  to  think  that  the 

addreflers  were  dull  by  concert ;  and  that,  by  way  of 

retaliation,  the  Dodlor  was  refolved  to  be  as  dull  as 

they.     At  leaft,  if  this  was    their  delign,    nobody 

:   will  deny  but  they  have  fucceeded  to  admiration. 

"  The  Governments  of  the  old  world,"  fay  the 
Democratic  Society,  "  are  moft  of  them  now  bafely 
"  combined  to  prevent  the  eftablilhment  of  liberty 
"  in  France,  and  to  effect  the  total  deftruclion  of 
"  the  Rights  of  Man." 

What !  The  Rights  of  Man  yet  ?  I  thought  that 
Liberty  and  Equality,  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  all  that 
kind  of  political  cant,  had  long  been  proved  to  be 
the  grofleft  impolition.  Are  there  people  in  this 
country,  and  people  who  pretend  to  poffefs  a  fuperior 
degree  of  fagacity  too,  "who  are  dolts  enough  to  talk 
about  French  liberty,  after  what  pafles  under  their 
eyes  every  day  ?  Is  not  every  Frenchman  in  the 


*  I.  An  addrefs  from  the  "  Democratic  Society*" 
11%  From  the  "  Tammany  Society" 

III.  From  the  "  AJjbciatfd  Teachers" 

IV.  From  the  "  Republican  Natives  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land:" 

Thefe  addreffes,  with  the  anftrers  to  them,  having  all  appeared 
in  the  Gazettes,  it  wili  be  ufelefs  to  give  them  at  length  here. 

United 
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tlnited  States  obliged  to  goto  a  Juflice  of  the  Peace 
every  two  or  three  months,  to  have  a  certificate  of 
relidence  ?  And  rauft  he  not  have  this  certificate 
fvvorn  to,  and  ftgned  by  four  inhabitants  beiides  the 
Magiftrate  ?  And  rnuir  he  not  pay  for  this  too  ? 
And  if  he  fails  in  any  part  of  this  flavilh  ceremony, 
or  goes  into  Canada  or  Florida,  is  he  not  marked  out 
for  the  guillotine  ?  An  Englifhman  may  come  when 
he  will,  flay  as  long  as  he  plcafes,  go  where  he  will, 
and  return  when  he  will  to  his  own  country,  with 
out  finding  any  law  of  profcription  or  confifcation 
ifTued  againfl  him  or  his  property*  Which  has  the 
moft  liberty  ? 

I  thought  no  one  would  dun  our  ears  with  French 
liberty,  after  the  decree  which  obliges  every  mer 
chant,  under  the  pain  of  the  guillotine,  to  make  a 
declaration  of  all  his  property  in  foreign  countries, 
and  to  give  up  his  right  and  title  of  fuch  property  to 
the  Convention  ;  and  not  only  to  make  a  declaration 
of  his  own,  but  of  his  neighbours'  property  alfo, 
under  the  fame  penalty  !  It  has  long  been  cuftomary 
to  exprefs  a  deteftation  of  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of 
the  Inquifition  :  but  the  Inquifition,  in  the  height 
of  its  feverity,  was  never  half  fo  tyrannical  as  this 
decree.  This  is  the  boafted  "  Gallic  liberty/'  Let 
us  hear  their  own  definition  of  this  liberty.  <f  Li- 
"  bcrty,"  fays  Barrere,  in  his  report  to  the  National 
Convention,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1794,  ss  Liberty, 
"  my  dear  fellow  citizens,  is  a  privileged  and  general  ' 
c<  creditor  ;  not  only  has  fhe  a  right  to  our  Qropetty 
"  andpetfons,  but  to  our  talents  and  courage,  and 
"  even  to  our  thoughts!"  Oh,  liberty!  what  ;a 
metamorphofis  haft  thou  undergone  in  the  hands 
of  thefe  political  jugglers  ! 

If  this  be  liberty,  may  God  in  his  mercy 
continue  me  the  moft  abject  flave  !  If  this;  be 
liberty,  who  will  fay  that  the  EnglUh  did  not  do 

N  a  well 
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well  in  rejecting  the  Doctor's  plan  for  making 
them  free  ?  The  democrats  of  New-York  accufe  the 
allies  of  being  combined  to  prevent  the  eflablifhment 
of  liberty  in  France,  and  to  deilroy  the  rights  of 
man  ;  when  it  is  notorious  that  the  French  themfelves 
have  banifhed  the  very  idea  of  the  thing  from 
amongft  them  ;  that  is  to  fay,  if  they  ever  had  an 
idea  of  it.  Nay,  the  author  of  the  Rights  of  Man, 
and  the  authorefs  of  the  Rights  of  Women^  are  at 
this  moment  ftarving  in  a  dirty  dungeon,  not  a  hun 
dred  paces  from  the  fanfflumfanffiorum  of  liberty  and 
equality  ;  and  the  poor  unfortunate  goddefs  *  herfelf 
is  guillotined  !  So  much  for  liberty  and  the  Rights 
of  Man. 

The  Tammany  Society  comes  forward  in  boafting 
of  their  "  venerable  anceftors"  and,  fays  the  Dodor 
in  his  anfwer,  "  Happy  would  our  venerable  ancef- 
"  tors  have  been  to  have  found,  &c."  What!  were 
they  the  Dodlor's  anceftors  too  ?  I  fuppofe  he  means 
in  a  figurative  fenfe.  But  certainly,  Gentlemen,  you 
made  a  faux  fas  in  talking  about  your  anceftors  at  all. 
It  is  always  a  tender  fubjecl:,  and  ought  to  be  parti 
cularly  avoided  by  a  body  of  men  "  who  difdain 
the  fhackles  of  tradition." 

You  fay,  that  in  the  United  States  "  there  exifts 
"  a  fentiment  of  free  and  candid  inquiry,  which  dif- 
"  dains  the  fhackles  of  tradition,  preparing  a  rich 
"  harveft  of  improvement,  and  the  glorious  triumph 
"  of  truth."  Knowing  the  religious,  or  rather  ir 
religious  principles  of  the  perfon  to  whom  this  fen- 
tence  was  addreiTed,  it  is  eafy  to  divine  its  meaning. 
But,  without  flattery,  your  zeal  furpafles  that  of  the 

*  Madame  Hebert,  who  had  the  honour  of  reprefenting  this 
deity,  and  who  received,  for  a  confiderable  time,  the  adorations 
and  incenfe  of  the  devout  Parifians,  was  guillotined  not  Jong  ago. 
It  is  impoffible  to  fay  for  what.fhe  was  executed,  as  the  court,  by 
which  ftie  was  tried,  do  not  wade  their  precious  time  in  commit 
ting  their  proceedings  to  writing. 

Doctor 
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Do 61  or  himfelf :  he  difdains  revelation  only ;  the  au 
thority  of  Mofes,  David,  and  a  parcel  of  folks  that 
nobody  knows  ;  but  you  diidain  what  your  fathers 
have  told  you  :  which  is  the  more  furprifing,  as,  at 
the  fame  time,  you  boaft  of  your  "venerable  an-* 
ceftors"  People  fhould  always  endeavour  to  be  con 
fident,  at  leafl  when  inter  eft  does  not  interfere.  How 
ever,  fuppofe  the  fhackles  of  revelation  and  tradi 
tion  both  completely  fhaken  off,  and  the  infidel  Uni 
tarian  fyftem  eftabliflied  in  their  ftead,  what  good 
would  the  country  derive  from  it  ?  This  is  certainly 
worth  inquiry,  becaufe  a  thing  that  will  do  no  good, 
can  be  good  for  nothing.  The  people  of  thefe  States 
are,  in  general,  induftrious,  fober,  honeft,  humane, 
charitable,  and  lincere  ;  dutiful  children  and  tender 
parents.  This  is  the  character  of  the  people,  and 
who  will  pretend  to  lay  that  the  Gofpel,  the  belief  of 
which  has  chiefly  contributed  to  their  acquiring  of 
this  amiable  character,  ought  to  be  exchanged  for 
the  atheifl ical  or  deiilical  doclrines  of  a  Monvel  *  or 
a  Prieftley  ?  For  my  part,  I  can  fee  nothing  to  in 
duce  us  to  try  the  experiment ;  no,  not  even  ff  the 
"  rich  harveft  of  improvement,  and  the  glorious  tri- 
ff  umph  of  truth,"  that  you  fay  it  promifes."  We 
know  the  truth  already ;  we  want  no  improvement 
in  religious  knowledge  ;  all  we  want  is,  to  praclife 


*  Upon  the  article  of  religion,  Monvel  fays,  "  the  world  has 
c<  feen  three  infamous  impoftors,  Mofes,  Mahomet,  and  Jefus 
*'  Chrift.  Men  have  ever  been  divided  into  two  clafles,  the  de- 
"  ceivers  and  the  deceived  ;  they  have  always  had  falfe  fears  and 
*<!  vain  hopes.  Thefe  have  introduced  religions,  that  is  to  fay, 
"  cheats  and  dupes ;  and  in  fliort,  the  foul  of  a  man  and  that  of  a 
64  dog  are  juft  as  precious,  and  as  immortal,  the  one  as  the  other." 

This  Monvel  was  a  player,  and  was  choien  by  the  National 
Convention  of  France  as  a  prieft  of  atheifm.  The  above  fenti- 
ments,  making  part  of  a  difcourfe  delivered  by  him  in  the  church 
of  St.  Roch,  at  Paris,  were  tranflated  from  the  Journal  Republican 
de  Pans. 

*r  i  better 
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better  what  we  know  ;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  our 
practice  would  be  improved  by  difdaining  the 
theory. 

You  allow  that  a  public  and  lincere  fpirit  of  tole 
ration  exifts  among  us.  What  more  is  wanted  ?  If 
you  were  to  effect  a  general  difdain  of  the  lhackles 
of  tradition,  perhaps  the  "  rich  harveft"  would  be 
a  corruption  of  manners,  difcord,  perfecution,  and 
blood.  The  fame  caufes  generally  produce  the  fame 
effects :  to  fee  and  be  terrified  at  thofe  effects,  we 
have  only  to  turn  our  eyes  to  that  diftracted  country, 
where  it  muit  be  allowed,  even  by  yourfelves,  the 
ihackles  of  tradition  are  fufficiently  difdained. 

Doclor  Prieftley  profeffes  to  wifh  for  nothing  but 
toleration,  liberty  of  confcience.  But  let  us  contrail 
thefe  moderate  and  difinterefted  profeffions  with  what 
he  has  advanced  in  fome  of  his  lateft  publications. 
I  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  affertion  in  his 
letters  to  the  fiudents  of  Hackney,  "  that  the  efla- 
"  blifhed  church  rnujl  fall."  In  his  addrefs  to  the 
Jews  (whom,  by  the  by,  he  feems  to  wifh  to  form 
a  coalition  with),  he  fays,  "  all  the  perfecutions  of 
the  Jews  have  arifen  from  Trinitarian,  that  is  to  fay, 
idolatrous  Chriftians.'"  Idolatrous  Chri ft iang  !  It  is  the 
firfl  time,  I  believe,  thefe  two  words  were  ever  joined 
together.  Is  this  the  language  of  a  man  who  wanted 
only  toleration,  in  a  country  where  the  eftablifhed 
church,  and  the  moil  part  of  the  Diffenters  alfo,  are 
profefledly  Trinitarians  ?  He  will  undoubtedly  fay, 
that  the  people  of  this  country  are  idolaters  too,  for 
there  is  not  one  out  of  a  hundred  at  molt,  who  does 
not  firmly  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity. 

Such  a  man  complains  of  perfecution  with  a  very 
ill  grace.  But  fuppofe  he  had  been  perfecuted  for  a 
mere  matter  of  opinion  ;  it  would  be  only  receiving 
the  meafure  he  has  meted  to  others.  Has  he  not  ap 
proved  of  the  unmerciful  perfecution  of  the  unfor 
tunate  and  worthy  part  of  the  French  clergy  ?  men 

as 
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as  far  furpaffing  him  in  piety  and  utility  as  in  fuffer- 
ing.     They  did  not  want  to  coin  a  new  religion  ; 
they  wanted  only  to  be  permitted  to  enjoy,  without 
interruption,  the  one  they  had  been  educated  in,  and 
that  they  had  fworn,  in  the  moll  folemn  manner,  to 
continue  in  to  the  end  of  their  lives.     The  Doclor 
fays,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  Methodifts,  "  You  will 
"  judge  whether  I  have  not  reafon  and  Scripture  on 
"  my  lide.     You  will   at  lead  be  convinced,  that 
"  1 have  fo  ferfuaded  myfelf :  and  you  cannot  but 
"  refpecl  a  real  lover  of  truth,  and  a  defire  to  bring 
"  others  into  it,  even  in  the  man  who  is  unfortunately 
"  in  an  error."  Does  not  this  man  blufh  at  approv 
ing  of  the  bafe,  cowardly,  and  bloody  perfecutions 
that  have  been  carried  on  again  ft  a  fet  of  men,  who 
erred,  if  they  did  err  at  all,  from  an  excefs  of  confci- 
entioufnefs  ?     He  talks  of  perfecution,  and  puts  on 
the  mockery  of  woe  :  theirs  has  been  perfecution  in 
deed.  Robbed,  dragged  from  their  homes,  or  obliged 
to  hide  from  the  light  of  man,  in  continual  expect 
ation  of  the  affaffin's  ftab  ;  fome   tranfported  like 
common  felons,  for  ever  ;  and  a  much  greater  num 
ber  butchered  by  thofe  to  whofe  happinefs  their  lives 
had  been  devoted,  and  in  that  country  that  they  loved 
too  well  to  difgrace  by  their  apoltacy  !     How  gladly 
would  one  of  thefe   unfortunate  confcientious  men 
have  efcaped  to  America,  leaving  fortune,  friends, 
$nd  all  behind  him  !  and  how  different  has  been  the 
fateofDoclor  Prieftley !     Ah,  Gentlemen!   do  not 
let  us  be  deceived  by  falfe  pretenders :  the  manner 
of  his  emigration  is  of  itfelf  a   fufficient  proof  that 
the  Hep  was  not  necefTary  to  the  enjoyment  of  "  pro- 
teclion  from  violence." 

You  fay  he  has  "  long  difmtereftedly  laboured  for 
"  his  country."  'Tis  true  he  fays  fo,  but  we  mult 
not  believe  him  more  dilinterefted  than  other  re 
formers.  If  toleration  had  been  all  he  wanted ;  if 
lie  had  contented  himfelf  with  the  permiliion  qf 

N  4  fpreading 
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fpreading  his  xlo6trines,  he  would  have  found  this  in 
England,  or  in  almoft  any  other  country,  as  well  as 
here.  The  man  that  wants  only  to  avoid  perfecu- 
tion,  does  not  make  a  noify  and  faftidious  difplayof 
his  principles,  or  attack  with  unbridled  indecency, 
the  religion  of  the  country  in  which  he  lives.  He 
who  avoids  perfecution,  is  feldom  perfecuted. 

"  The  lifted  axe,  the  agonizing  wheel, 
"  Luke's  iron  crown  and  Damien's  bed  of  fteel, 
"  To  men  remote  from  powYbut  rarely  known, 
"  Leave  reafon,  faith,  and  confcience  all  our  own." 

But  the  Doctor  did  not  want  to  be  remote  from 
power,  or  profit  either  ;  for  in  his  fermon  on  the  tefl 
laws,  he  propofes  "  to  fet  apart  one  church  for  the 
"  Difleniers  in  every  conliderable  town,  and  a  cer- 
"  tain  allotment  of  tithes  for  their  Miniiter,  pro- 
"  portioned  to  the  number  of  DifTenters  in  the  dif- 
(t  tridh"  A  very  modefl  and  diiinterefted  requeft 
truly  !  Was  this  man  feeking  peace  and  toleration 
only?  He  thinks  thcfe  facls  are  unknown  in  Ame 
rica.  After  all  his  clamour  againil  tithes,  and  his 
rejoicing  on  account  of  their  abolition  in  France,  he 
had  no  objection  to  their  continuing  in  England,, 
provided  he  came  in  for  .a  lhare.  Aftonifhing  diiin- 
tereflednefs  ! 

In  this  country  there  is  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
Doctor's  difintereftednefs,  becaufe  there  being  no 
public  revenue  annexed  to  any  worfhip  whatever, 
there  is  nothing  to  wrangle  for  ;  but  from  the  diffe- 
minating  of  his  deiftical  doclrine,  there  is  much  to 
fear.  A  celebrated  deift  in  England  fays,  that  there 
can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  an  atheift  ;  that  it  is  impol- 
fible  :  for,  fays  he,  "  every  one  muft  neceiTarily  be- 
"  lieve  that  fome  caufe  or  other  produced  the  uni- 
"  verfe ;  he  may  call  that  caufe  what  he  pleafes  ; 
"  Gody  nature,  or  even  chance  ;  ilill  he  believes  in 
"  the  efficacy  of  that  caufe,  and  therefore  is  no 
*  atheift."  And,  indeed,  we  fhall  find  that  deifm 
4  is 


AUGUST,  1794.  185 

is  but  another  name  for  atheifm,  whether  we  con- 
fider  it  in  theory  or  in  pra&ice.  That  we  Ihould  not 
be  bettered  by  the  introduction  of  deifm  or  atheifm, 
I  think  is  a  clear  cafe.  "  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the 
c'  beginning  of  wifdom."  While  this  fear  exifted 
in  France,  there  was  fome  kind  of  manners,  fome 
kind  of  juftice  left  ;  but  ever  lince  the  deluded  peo 
ple  have  been  taught  that  Jefus  Chrifl  was  an  in 
famous  impoftor,  and  the  worfhip  of  him  has  been 
forbidden  as  "  idolatrous/'  the  whole  infernal  le 
gion  feems  to  be  let  loofe  amongft  them,  and  the 
nation  appears  marked  out  for  a  dreadful  example  to 
mankind  :  indeed  forne  fuch  example  was  neceffary 
to  cure  the  world  of  the  infidel  philofophy  of  Vol 
taire,  Roufleau,  Gibbon,  Prieftley,  and  the  reft  of 
that  enlightened  tribe. 

We  are  continually  exclaiming  againft  prejudice, 
without  attending  to  its  effect  on  ourfelves.  I  am 
afraid  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  French  revolution, 
has  led  Americans  to  approve  many  things  which,  a 
few  years  ago,  they  would  have  viewed  with  the  ut- 
moft  abhorrence,  and  that  they  would  even  now 
view  with  abhorrence  in  any  other  nation  :  and  here 
I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  an  article  that  ap 
peared,  not  many  days  ago,  in  one  of  our  public 
papers.  The  writer  is  giving  a  lift  of  eminent  per-. 
ions  who  have  "  arifen  on  the  democratic  floor/' 
which  he  concludes  with  Marat,  St.  Paul,  and 
Jefus  Chrift.  Is  it  not  a  moft  horrid  blaiphemy  to 
put  the  Son  of  God,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  on  a  foot 
ing  with  the  bloody  author  of  the  maffacres  at  Paris 
and  Verfailles  ?  I  hope  and  believe,  that  fuch  blaf- 
phemers  are  rare  in  the  United  States  ;  and  the  only 
way  to  keep  them  ib  is,  for  the  people  to  reject  una- 
nimoufly  every  attempt  to  debafe  Chriftianity,  in 
whatever  fhape,  and  under  whatever  difguife  it  may 


appear. 
In  t 
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"  Britain  and  Ireland,  refident  at  New- York,'1  we 
iind  a  very  extraordinary  paflage  indeed  :  but  before 
we  fay  any  thing  about  this  addrefs,  it  will  not  be 
amifs  to  premife  a  word  or  two  about  the  addreflers. 
I  believe  one  might  venture  to  fay,  that  there  are  but 
few  natives  of  Ireland  among  them ;  becaufe  the 
emigrants  from  that  country,  being  generally  en 
gaged  in  agricultural  purfuits  from  their  firli  arrival 
here,  have  not  the  time  to  form  themfelves  into  po 
litical  focicties ;  and  the  words  "  Great  Britain" 
might  probably  have  been  fupplied  by  one  word: 
however,  as  the  gentlemen  have  not  thought  this 
word  worthy  of  a  place  in  their  addrefs,  I  can  by 
no  means  think  of  introducing  it  here  ;  but  let  us 
fee  what  they  fay  of  themfelves  :  "  After  a  frwtlefs 
"  oppofition  to  a  corrupt  and  tyrannical  Government, 
"  many  of  us,  like  you,  fought  freedom  and  protection 
"  in  the  United  States  of  America.  We  look  back 
'•  on  our  native  country  with  fity  and  indignation, 
"  at  the  outrages  that  humanity  has  fuflained  in  the 
cc  perfons  of  the  virtuous  Muir  and  his  patriotic  af- 
"  fociates."  We  may  then  fairly  fuppole  that  thefe 
*c  republican  natives  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland" 
can  be  no  other  than  the  members  of  that  renowned 
Convention  of  which  "  the  •virtuous  Muir,"  who  is 
now  fortunately  on  his  paflage  to  Botany  Bay,  was 
Prelident. 

The  paflage  of  their  addrefs,  alluded  to  above,  is 
as  follows  :  <c  Participating  in  the  many  bleflings 
"  which  the  Government  is  calculated  to  enfure,  we 
«<  are  happy  in  giving  it  this  proof  of  our  refpeclful 
"  attachment.  We  are  only  grieved  that  a  fyftem 
tc  of  fucli  beauty  and  excellence  fhouldbe  at  all  tar- 
<e  nijhed\sy  the  exiftence  ofjltruery  in  any  form!  but, 
ci  as  friends  to  the  equal  rights  of  man,  we  muft  be 
"  permitted  to  fay,  that  we  wifh  thefe  rights  ex- 
t(  tended  to  every  human  being,  be  his  complexion. 
u  what  it  may  :  we,  however,  look  forward  with 

"  pleafing 
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fi  pleafing  anticipation  to  a  yet  more  perfeft  Jlate  of 
Cf  fociety  ;  and  from  that  love  of  liberty  which  forms 
Cf  fo  diftinguifhed  a  trait  in  the  American  character, 
"  are  taught  to  hope  that  this  loft,  this  worft  difgrace 
66  to  a  free  Government,  will  finally  and  for  ever  be 
"  done  away."  So  !  thefe  gentlemen  are  hardly 
landed  in  the  United  States  before  they  begin  to 
cavil  again  ft  the  Government,  and  to  pant  after  a 
more  perfefl  jlate  of  fociety  !  If  they  have  already  dif- 
covered  that  the  fyflem  is  tarnijhed  by  the  very  loft 
and  worft  difgrace  of  a  free  Government,  what  may  we 
not  reafonably  expect  from  their  future  refearches  ? 
If  they,  with  their  virtuous  Prefident,  had  been 
landed  in  the  fouthern  States,  they  might  have  lent 
a  hand  to  fmifh  the  great  work  fo  happily  begun  by 
Citizens  Santhonax  and  Polverel :  they  have  caught 
the  itch  of  addrelling,  petitioning,  and  remon- 
frrating,  in  their  own  country  ;  let  them  fcratch 
themfelves  into  a  cure ;  but  let  them  not  attempt 
fpreading  their  diforder :  they  ought  to  remember, 
that  they  are  come  here  "  to  feek  freedom  and  pro 
tection"  for  themfelves,  and  not  for  others.  When 
the  people  of  thefe  States  are  ready  for  a  total  abo 
lition  of  negro  flavery,  they  will  make  a  fhift  to  fee 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  meafure  without  the 
afllftance  of  thefe  northern  lights.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  the  Convention  cannot  here  enter  on  the  le- 
giflative  fnn&ions,  they  may  amufe  themfelves  with 
a  fable  written  for  their  particular  ufe  ; 

The  Pot-Jhop,  a  Fable. 

In  a  pot-fhop,  well  flocked  with  ware  of  all  forts, 
a  difcontented  ill -formed  pitcher  unluckily  bore  the 
fway.  One  day,  after  the  mortifying  neglect  of  ie- 
veral  cuftomers,  "  Gentlemen,"  faid  he,  addreffing 
himfelf  to  his  brown  brethren  in  general,  "  Gentle- 
*'  men,  with  your  permiffion,  we  are  a  fet  of  tame 
^  fools,  without  ambition,  without  courage;  con- 

^  demned 
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"  demncd  to  the  vileft  ufes,  we  fuffer  all  without 
"  murmuring:  let  us  dare  to  declare  ourfelves, 
u  and  we  fhall  fobn  fee  the  difference.  That  fu- 
"-  perb  ewer,  which,  like  us,  is  but  earth  ;  thofe 
(i  gilded  jars,  vales,  china,  and,  in  fhort,  all  thofe 
(l  elegant  nonfenfes,  whofe  colours  and  beauty  have 
"  neither  weight  nor  folidity,  mufl  yield  to  our 
"  llrength,  and  give  place  to  our  fuperior  merit/* 

This  civic  harangue  was  received  with  peals  of 
applaufe,  and  the  pitcher  (chofen  preiident)  became 
the  organ  of  the  affembly.  Some,  however,  more 
moderate  than  the  reft,  attempted  to  calm  the  minds 
of  the  multitude  ;  but  all  thofe  which  are  called  jor- 
dens,  or  chamber-pots,  were  become  intractable ; 
eager  to  vie  with  the  bowls  and  cups,  they  were  im 
patient,  almoft  to  madnefs,  to  quit  their  obfcure 
abodes,  to  Ihine  upon  the  table,  kifs  the  lip,  and 
ornament  the  cupboard. 

In  vain  did  a  wife  water-jug  (fome  fay  it  was  a 
platter)  make  them  a  long  and  ferious  difcourfe 
upon  the  peace fulnefs  of  their  vocation  :  "  Thofe," 
fays  he,  "  who  are  deftined  to  great  employments 
<c  are  rarely  the  moft  happy.  We  are  all  of  the 
u  fame  clay,  't  is  true;  but  he  who  made  us,  formed 
fs  us  for  different  functions ;  one  is  for  ornament, 
"  another  for  ufe.  The  pofts  the  leaft  important 
"  are  often  the  moft  neceilary.  Our  employments 
"  are  extremely  different,  and  fo  are  our  talents." 

This  had  a  wonderful  effecl: ;  the  moft  ftupid  be 
gan  to  open  their  ears  :  perhaps  it  would  have  fuc- 
ceeded,  if  a  greafe-pot  had  not  cried  out  with  a  de- 
ciiive  tone,  "  You  reafon  like  an  afs;  to  the  devil 
*6  with  you  and  your  lilly  leffons." 

Now  the  fcale  was  turned  again  :  all  the  horde  of 
jordens,  pans,  and  pitchers,  applauded  the  fuperior 
eloquence  and  reafoning  of  the  greafe-pot :  in  fhort> 
they  determined  on  the  enterprife;  but  a  difpute 
arofe  who  fhould  be  chief:  all  would  command., 

but 


AUGUST,  1794.  189 

b%:ut  none  obey.  It  was  then  you  might  have  heard 
a  cotter :  pots,  pans  and  pitchers,  mugs,  jugs  and 
jorderiS,  all  put  themfclves  in  motion  at  once  ;  and 
fo  wifely,  and  with  fo  much  vigour,  were  their 
operations  conducted,  that  the  whole  was  foon 
changed-— not  into  china,  but  rubUfti. 

Let  us  leave  the  application  of  this  fable  to  thofe 
for  whom  it  is  intended,  and  come  to  the  addrefs  of 
"  the  Allot  uated  Teachers  in  the  city  of  New- York." 

From  the  profeffion  of  thefe  gentlemen,  one  would 
have  wifhed^.  not  to  find  them  among  the  Doctor's 
addreffers  ;  ;  ind  it  will  be  for  thofe  who  employ  the 
"  Affociated  Teachers"  to  judge,  how  far  their  ap 
probation  an  id  praife  of  the  writings  of  fuch  a  man, 
is  a  proof  of  their  being  calculated  for  "  the  arduous 
"  and  importa  w/talk  of  cultivating  the  human  mind  *." 
They  very  ci  vllly  invite  the  Doclor  to  affift  them  to 


*  I  have  been  i  'nformed,  that  thefe  ajjociated  brethren  of  the 
birch  complain  of  ,  ^ny  attacking  them  in  the  dark ;  but  let  them 
lay  their  hands  to  tl  *eir  hearts,  and  fay,  if  they  can,  that  I  fight 
more  unfair  than  the  V  do,  when  they  difcharge  their  ill-humour 
on  a  poor  little  trembl  'ing  wretch,  whofe  pitiful  look  would  foften 
the  heart  of  a  tiger.  p.Towever,  I  ceafe  the  inglorious  combat:  I 
confefs  it  is  not  fair  to  att.  ^~k  them  with  a  pen :  they  know  how  to 
write  with  a  rod  only;  ana1/  ^lare  fay  their  anfwer  to  my  obferva- 
tions  on  their  addrefs  is  ftill  leg^le  on  the  pofreriors  of  their  un 
fortunate  pupils. 

One  of  thefe  fchoolmafters  wrote  £\  pamphlet  in  reply  to  the 
OBSERVATIONS:  it  never  reached  fo  f^r  as  Philadelphia ;  but,  I 
am  told,  he  complained  of  my  partiality  'n  omitting  to  notice  the 
addrefs  of  the  Phllofophlcal  Society  ofPhlla.  ^^«*»  and  that  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  New-Tork.  This  omiffion  the  pedagogue  attri 
butes  to  my  fear  of  offending  thofe  Societies  •  bu  ?  ^  can  a""ure  mm» 
that,  for  the  former,  I  have  ever  expreffed'  the  iu*c  noft  contempt, 
and  of  the  latfer  I  cannot  poflibly  be  afraid,  as;  thaiu  ^s  be  to  God» 
a  good  conflltutlon,  even  if  I  were  in'New-York  vvoi  ^  keeP  me 
out  of  their  clutches:  the  fad  is,  I  never  faw  or  heard  c  ^c«her-of 
thefe  addrefles  till  long  after  my  OBSERVATIONS  were  pi  xbametl » 
and  I  did  not  think  the  addreffers  of  confequence  enough  t  ^  be  il1' 
troduced  into  any  fubfequent  edition. 
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"form  the  man;'9  and,  in  his  anfweiy  he  feems  fo' 
hint  that  he  may  poffibly  accept  the  invitation.  All 
I  can  fay  on  this  matter  is,  if  he  fhould  embrace  this 
profeffion,  I  hope  he  will  be  exactly  as  iuccefsful  in 
forming  the  man,  as  he  has  been  in  reforming  him. 

In  the  anfwer  to  the  "  AiTociated  Teachers,"  the 
Doclor  obferves,  that,  claffes  of  men,  "  as  well  as 
"  individuals,  are  apt  to  form  too  high  ideas  of  their 
u  own  importance."  Never  was  a  julter  obfcrvation 
than  this,  and  never  was  this  obfervation  more  fully 
verified  than  in  the  parties  themfelves.  The  Doctor's 
lei  ^importance  is  fufficiently  depicted  in  the  quota 
tion  that  I  have  given  from  his  letter  to  the  people  of 
Birmingham  ;  and  as  for  the  "  Affociated  Teachers," 
how  familiarly  foever  they  may  talk  of  "  the  in- 
"  triguing  politics  and  vitiating  refinements  of  the 
"  European  world,"  I  muft  fay,  I  think  they  know 
but  little  of  what  paffes  in  that  world,  or  they  never 
would  have  larded  with  fuch  extravagant  eulo- 
giums,  prodn6lions  which,  in  general,  have  been 
long  exploded. 

With  refpecl  to  the  Doctor's  mctaphyfical  reve 
ries,  or,  in  other  words,  his  fyflem  of  infidelity,  I 
fhall  leave  to  himfelf  the  talk  of  expofing  that  to  the 
deteftation  of  Americans,  as  it  has  long  been  to 
that  of  the  Englilh  *.  Of  his  fcientific  productions 
I  propofe,  in  a  little  time,  to  give  the  public  a  Ihort 
review-}-;  meanwhile,  J  refer  the  curious  reader  to 
the  publications  of  the  Royal  Society  of  1791  and 
1792,  and  to  Dodor  Bewley's  treatife  on  air.  He 
will  there  fee  his,  fyflem  of  chemiftry  and  natural 
philofophy  detected,  expofed,  and  defeated ;  and 
the  "  celebrated  Philofopher"  himfelf  accufed  and 


*  He  bas  made  a  pretty  good  beginning  already,  as  we  fhall  fee 
by  and  by. 
t  The  Doftor  has  faved  me  the  trouble  of  doing  this. 

convicted 
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convicted  of  plagiarifm  *.  He  will  there  find  the 
key  to  the  following  fentence:  "  The  patronage  to 
"  be  met  with  in  monarchical  governments  is  ever 
"  capricious,  and  as  often  employed  to  bear  down 
cc  merit  as  to  promote  it,  having  for  its  object,  not 
66  fcience,  or  any  thing  ufeful  to  mankind,  but  the- 
ic  mere  reputation  of  the  patron,  who  is  feldom  any 
"  judge  of  faience  -f-."  This  is  the  language  of  every 
four  neglected  author,  from  a  forry  ballad-monger 
to  a  doclor  with  half  a  dozen  initials  at  the  end  of 
his  name. 

As  to  his  talents  as  a  writer,  we  have  only  to 
open  our  eyes  to  be  convinced  that  they  are  far  below 
mediocrity.  His  ftyle  is  uncouth  and  fuperlatively 
diffufe.  Always  involved  in  minut'ia,  every  fentence 
is  a  firing  of  parenthefes,  in  finding  the  end  of 
which  the  reader  is  lucky  if  he  does  not  lofe  the  pro- 
pofition  they  were  meant  to  illuftrate.  In  fhort,  the 
whole  of  his  phrafeology  is  extremely  difgufting ;  to 
which  may  be  added,  that  even  in  point  of  gram 
mar  he  is  very  often  incorrect. 

As  a  proof  of  what  I  have  here  afTerted,  I  could 
give  a  thoufand  fentences  from  his  writings ;  but  I 
choofe  one  or  two  from  his  anfwers  to  the  addreflers, 
as  thefe  pieces  are  in  every  body's  hands  ;  and,  not 
to  criticife  unfairly,  I  fhall  take  the  firfl  fentence  I 
come  at — it  runs  thus  : 

"  Viewing  with  the  deepeft  concern,  as  you  do, 
"  the  profpecl:  that  is  now  exhibited  in  Europe, 
"  thofe  troubles  which  are  the  natural  offspring  of 
"  their  forms  of  government,  originating  indeed  in 
"  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  but  gradually  degenerating 
4C  into  tyrannies  equally  degrading  to  the  rulers  and 


*  Have  a  little  patience,  reader,  and  you  fhall  be  fatisfied  of 
this. 

•j-  This  was  addrefled  to  the  Philofophical  Society  at  Philadel 
phia.  We  fhall  fee  all  this  unravelled  by  and  by. 

«  the 
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"  the  ruled,  I  rejoice  in  rinding  an  afylum  from 
"  perfecution  in  a  country  in  which  thofe  abufes 
"  have  come  to  a  natural  termination,  and  pro- 
"  duced  another  fyftem  of  liberty,  founded  on  fuch 
"  wife  principles  as,  I  trull,  will  guard  againft  all 
"  future  abufes ;  thofe  artificial  diftindlions  in  fo- 
"  ciety,  from  which  they  fprung,  being  completely 
"  eradicated,  that  protection  from  violence,  which 
te  laws^and  government  promife  in  all  countries,  but 
"  which  1  have  not  found  in  my  own,  I  doubt  not 
"  I  fhall  find  with  you,  though  I  cannot  promife  to 
"  be  a  better  fubject  of  this  Government,  than  my 
"  whole  condu6t  will  evince  that  I  have  been  to 
«  that  of  Great  Britain." 

This  is  neither  the  Jlyle  periodique,  nor  the  Jlyle 
coupe  \  it  is,  I  prefume,  the  Jlyle  ent  or  title :  for  one 
would  certainly  think  that  the  author  had  racked  his 
imagination  to  render  what  he  had  to  fay  unintelli 
gible.  This  lenience  of  monftrous  length  is  cut 
afunder  in  the  middle  by  a  femicolon,  which,  except 
that  it  ferves  the  weary  reader  by  way  of  half-way 
houfe,  might  be  placed  in  any  other  part  of  the  fen- 
tence,  to,  at  leait,  equal  advantage  :  in  facl,  this  is 
not  a  fentence ;  it  is  a  rigmarole  ramble,  that  has 
neither  beginning  nor  ending,  and  conveys  to  us  no 
Idea  of  any  thing  but  the  author's  incapacity, 

"  Viewing  with  the  deeper!  concern,  as  you  do, 
"  the  profpect  that  is  now  exhibited  in  Europe, 
"  thofe  troubles  which  are  the  natural  offspring  of 
"  THEIR  forms  of  government."  What  in  the  name 
of  goodnefs  does  this  mean  ?  Troubles  is  the  only 
antecedent  that  can  be  found  to  their ;  and  the  ne- 
ceffary  concluiion  is,  troubles  have  their  forms  of  go 
vernment. 

•  The  Doctor  fays,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  Tammany- 
Society,  "  Happy  would  our  venerable  anceltors," 
asyoujuftly  call  them,  cf  have  been,  to  have  found 
"  America  fuch  a  retreat  to. them."  It  may,  perhaps, 

be 
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be  ufeful  to  the  learned  Doctor  to  know,  that  he 
ought  to  have  faid,  "  Happy  would  our  venerable 
*c  anceftors,  as  you  juftly  call  them,,  have  been,  to 
"  find  America,  &c." 

I  grant  that  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  Doctor  was  refolved  to  be  as  dull  as  his  ad- 
dreirers  ;  but  I  affert,   that  it  is  impoffible  for  a  per-? 
fon  accuftomed  to  commit  his  thoughts  to  papery, 
with  the  fmallefl  degree  of  tafte  or  correclnefs,  to  ^ 
fall  into  fuch  grofs  folecifm,  or  to  tack  phrafcs  toge 
ther  in   fuch  an  awkward   homefpun   manner :  in  ; 
fhort,  he  cannot  be  fit  for  even  thepoft  of  caftigator ;  : 
and  therefore  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  <f  Aflbciated 
"  Teachers"  will  not  leflen  their  <c  importance"  by 
admitting  him  amongft  them,  that  is  to  fay,  except 
it  be  as  a  pupil. 

There  are  many  things  that  aftonifh  us  in  the  ad- 
drefTes,  among  which  the  companion  that  the  ad- 
drefTers  exprefs  for  that  "  infatuated"  and  «•'  devoted 
*'  country,"  Great  Britain,  certainly  is  not  the  leaft. 

The  Democratic  Society,  with  a  hatred  againft  ty 
ranny  that  would  have  become  the  worthy  nephew 
of  Damien  *,  or  the  great  Marat  himfelf,  fay, 
"  The  multiplied  opprefiions  which  charadlerize  that 
c<  Government,  excite  in  us  the  moil  painful  fenfa- 
*'  tions,  and  exhibit  a  fpedlacle  as  difguding  in  it- 
u  felf  as  difhonourable  to  the  Britifh  name." 

And  what  a  tender  affectionate  concern  do  the 
fons  of  Tammany  exprefs  for  the  poor  dinrefTed  un 
fortunate  country  of  their  <c  venerable  anceflors  !" — 
"  A  country,"  fay  they,  "  although  now  prefenting 
"  a  profpecl  frightful  to  the  eye  of  humanity,  yet 
*f  once  the  nurfe  of  fciences,  of  arts,  of  heroes,  and 
<c  of  freemen  ;  a  country  which,  although  at  prefent 
i%'  apparently  devoted  to  deftruftion,  we  fondly  hope 


*  Robefpierre. 

VOL.  i.  o  «  may 
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tc  may  yet  tread  lack  tlie  jleps  of  infamy  and  ruin, 
t(  and  once  more  rife  confpicuous  among  the  free  nations 
"  of  the  earth  *." 

But  of  all  the  adclreffes,  none  feem  fo  zealous  on 
this  fubjecl  as  "  the  republican  natives  of  Great  Bri- 
"  tain   and   Ireland."—"  While,"    lay  they,  "  we 
"  look  hack  on  our  native  country  with  emotions  of 
"  pity  and  indignation  at  the  outrages  human  nature 
cc  has  fuftained  in  the  perfons  of  the  virtuous  Muir 
"  and  his  patriotic  allbciates,  and  deeply  lament  the 
"  fatal  apathy  into  which  our  countrymen  have  fallen, 
u  we  deli  re  to  be  thankful  to  the  great  Author  of  our 
"  being  that  we  are  in  America,  and  that  it  had 
"  pleafed  him,  in  his  wife  providence,  to  make  thefe 
<c  United  States  an  afylum,  not  only  from  the  im- 
"  mediate  tyranny  of  the  Britifh  Government,  but 
"  alfo  from  thofe  impending  calamities  which  its  in- 
"  creafing  defpotitm  and  multiplied  iniquities  mud 
"  infallibly    bring    down    on  a    deluded    and   op- 
"  prelied  people."     What  an  enthuliaftic  warmth  is 
here!  No  Solemn-lcague-and-covenant  prayer,  em- 
bell  ilhed  with  the  nafai  fwcetnefs  of  the  Conventicle, 
was  ever  more  affecting. 

To  all  this  the  Doclor  very  piteoufly  echoes  back 
"  Ugh  for  figh,  and  groan  for  groan  ;  and  when 
44  the  fountain  of  their  eyes  is  dry,  his  fupplies  the 
"  place,  and  weeps  for  both." 

There  is  fomething  fo  pathetic,  fo  irrefiflibly  mov 
ing  in  all  this,  that  a  man  mull  have  a  hard  heart 
indeed  to  read  it,  and  not  huril  into  laughter. 

In  fpeaking  of  monarchies,  it  has  often  been  la 
mented,  that  the  ibvereip;n  feldom  or  never  hears 
the  truth  ;  and  much  afraid  I  am,  that  this  is  equally 
applicable  to  democracies.  What  court  fycophants 


*  If  any  of  thefe  contemptible  animals  are  yet  alive,  how  rnuft 
they  be  mortified  at  the  glorious  fituation  of  Great  Britain  now, 
in  December,  1798 ! 

i  are 
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are  to  a  prince,  demagogues  are  to  a  people  ;  and 
the  latter  kind  of  paraiitcs  is  by  no  meanslefs  dan 
gerous  than  the  former ;  perhaps  more  fo,  as  being 
more  ambitious  and  more  numerous.  God  knows, 
there  were  too  many  of  this  defcription  in  America 
before  the  arrival  of  Doclor  Prieflley ;  I  can,  there 
fore,  fee  no  reafon  for  boaftings  and  addrealings  on 
account  of  the  acquisition. 

Every  one  rnuft  obferve  how  the  Doclor  has  fallen 
at  once  into  the  track  of  thofe  who  were  already  in 
poffeffion  of  the  honourable  pofl.  Finding  a  po 
pular  prejudice  prevailing  againfl  his  country,  and 
not  poffeiiing  that  patr'ia  caritas  which  is  the  cha- 
»racleriflic  of  his  countrymen,  he  has  not  been 
afhamed  to  attempt  making  his  court  by  flattering 
that  prejudice.  I  grant,  that  a  prejudice  agamft 
this  nation  is  not  only  excufable,  but  almoft  com-, 
meudabie,  in  Americans  *  ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  :it 
expofes  them  to  deception,  and  makes  them  the 
fport  of  every  intriguing  adventurer.  Suppoie  it  be 
the  intereft  of  Americans  that  Great  Britain  fhould 
be  ruined,  and  even  annihilated,  in  the  prelent  con- 
teft,  it  can  never  be  their  intereft  to  believe  that  this 
defirable  object  is  already  nearly,  or  quite  accom- 
plifhed,  at  a  time  when  fhe  is  become  more  formi 
dable  than  ever  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  :  and 


*  The  Editors  of  the  Sritijb  Critic,  in  reviewing  thefe  obferva- 
tions  (vol.  iv.  p.  498),  lay,  on  this  palTage,  that  they  "  areforry  to 
"  fee  fuch  a  lentiment  itill  fubfifting  in  a  mind  fo  enlightened." 
Thefe  gentlemen  knew  but  very  little  of  the  ftate  of  politics  in 
America  at  that  time :  they  did  not  confider  that  this  little  traft  was 
the  firft  attempt  which,  for  twenty  long  years,  any  one  had  ventured 
to  make  in  defence  of  the  character  of  Great  Britain.  A  femimenJC 
like  this  it  was  abl'ojutely  neceflary  here  an,d  there  to  throw  in, 
not  only  to  obtain  a  patient  hearing  from  the  public,  but  to  pro 
vide  for  the  perfonal  iafety  of  the  author.  Had  he  been  known  to 
be  an  EngHlhman,  even  thefe  foothing  fentiments  would  not  have 
faved  him  from-"  popular  fury,"  far  worfe  than  Dr. Prieftley 
ever  endured. 

o  2  Avith 


196  PRIESTLEY'S  EMIGRATION. 

with  refpect  to  the  internal  fituation  of  that  country, 
we  ought  not  to  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  deceived  by 
"  gleanings  from  Morning  Chronicles  or  Dublin 
'**  Gazettes ;"  for  if  we  infift  that  newfpaper  report 
is  the  criterion  by  which  we  ought  to  judge  of  the 
governments  and  the  ftate  of  other  countries,  we 
muft  allow  the  fame  meafure  to  foreigners  with  re- 
fpecl  to  our  own  country ;  and  then  what  muft  the 
people  of  England  think  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  upon  reading  a  page  or  two  from  the 
flovenly  .pen  of  jAgricola  ? 

"It  is  charitable,"    fays  this  democrat,  "  it  is 

<c  charitable  to  believe  many  who  iigned  the  confti- 

"  tution,    never  dreamed  of  the   meafures  taking 

<c  place,  which,  alas  !   we  now  experience.    By  this 

fc  double  Government  we  are  involved  in  unnecef- 

**  fary  burdens,  which  neither  we  nor  our  fathers  ever 

"  knew  :  fuch  a  monfier  of  a  Government  has  feldom 

"  ever  been  known  on  earth.     We  are  obliged  to 

"  maintain  two  Governments,  with  their  full  num- 

"  her  of  officers  from  head  to  foot.     Some  of  them 

"  receive  fuch  wages  as  never  were  heard  of  before 

"  in  any  Government  upon  earth  ;  and  all  this  be- 

f<  flowed  on  artftocrats  for  doing  next  to  nothing. 

"  A  blefled revolution  !  a  blefled  revolution  indeed! 

"  but  farmers,  mechanics,  and  labourers,  have  no 

"  (hare  in  it ;  we  are  the  affes  who  muft  have  the 

i  "  honour  of  paying  them  all,  without  any  adequate 

«<  fervice.    Now  let  the  impartial  judge,  whether  our 

"  Government,    taken   collectively,    anfwers    the 

'*  great  end  of  protecting  our  perfons  and  property  ! 

.  "  or  whether  it  is  not  rather  calculated  to  drain  us 

"  of  our  money,  and  give  it  to  men  who  have  not 

"  rendered  adequate  fervice  for  it.    Had  an  infpired 

"  prophet  told  us  the  things  which  our  eyes  fee  in 

ff  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  he  might  have 

4(  met  Jeremiah's   fate ;    or,    if  we   had   believed 

66  him,  not  one  in  a  thoufand  would  have  rejlfted  Great 

"  Britain. 
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"  Britain.  Indeed,  my  countrymen,  we  are  fo  loaded 
"  by  our  new  Governments,  that  we  can  have  little 
"  heart  to  attempt  to  move  under  all  our  burdens  ; 
"  we  have  this  confolation,  when  things  come  to  the 
<c  worft,  there  mutt  be  a  change,  and  we  may  reft 
"  fatisfied,  that  either  the  Federal  or  State  Governments 
"  muftfalL" 

If  "  gleanings"  like  thefe  were  published  in  Eng 
land,  would  not  the  people  naturally  exclaim, 
What  !  the  boafted  Government  of  America  come  to 
this  already  ?  The  poor  Americans  are  dreadfully 
tyrannized  by  the  ariilocrats  !  There  will  certainly 
be  a  revolution  in  America  foon  !  They  would  be 
juft  as  much  miftaken  as  the  people  in  this  country 
are  when  they  talk  of  a  revolution  in  England. 

Neither  ought  we  to  look  upon  the  emigration  of 
perfons  from  England  to  this  country  as  a  proof  of 
their  being  perfecuted,  and  of  the  tyranny  of  the 
Englilh  Government.  It  is  paying  America  a  very 
poor  compliment,  to  fuppofe  that  nothing  fhort  of 
perfecution  could  bring  fettlers  to  its  fhores.  This 
is,  belides,  the  moft  unfortunate  proof  that  could 
poflibly  be  produced  by  the  advocates  of  the  French 
revolution  :  for  if  the  emigration  of  a  perfon  to  this 
country  be  a  proof  of  a  tyranny  exifting  in  that  from 
which  he  comes,  how  fuperlatively  tyrannical  muft 
the  Government  in  France  be  ?  But  they  fay,  thofe 
who  emigrate  from  France  are  ariftocrats  ;  they  are 
not  perfecuted  ;  they  emigrate  becaufe  they  hate  a 
free  country.  What !  do  they  really  come  to  America. 
becaufe  they  liate  a  free  country  ?  Did  the  governors 
of  Martinico,  &c.  make  a  capitulation  to  be  fen t  here, 
to  avoid  going  to  a  free  country?  The  Democratic  So 
ciety  will  certainly  oblige  the  world  very  much  in 
explaining  this  enigma. 

I  am  one  of  thofe  who  wifh  to  believe  that  fo 
reigners  come  to  this  country  from  choice,  and  not 
from  neceflity.  America  opens  a  wide  field  for  enter- 

o  3  prife ; 
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prife;  wages  for  all  mechanics  are  better,  and  the 
means  of  fubiiftence  proportionabiy  cheaper  than  in 
Europe.  This  is  what  brings  foreigners  amongft  us  : 
they  become  citizens  of  America  for  the  honed  pur- 
pofes  of  commerce,  of  turning  their  induftry  and  ta 
lents  to  the  beft  account,  and  of  bettering  their  for 
tunes*.  By  their  exertions  to  enrich  themfelves, 
they  enrich  the  flare,'  lower  the  wages,  and  render 
the  country  lefs  dependant  upon  others.  The  mofl 
numerous,  as  well  as  the  moft  ufeful,  are  mechanics. 
Perhaps  a  cobler,  with  his  hammer  and  awls,  is  a 
more  valuable  acquisition  than  a  dozen  philofophi- 
thcologi-politi-cal  empirics,  with  all  their  boafted 
apparatus. 

Of  all  the  Englifh  arrived  in  thefe  States  (fince  the 
war)  no  one  was  ever  calculated  to  render  them  lefs 
fervice  than  Doctor  Prieftley ;  and  what  is  more,  per 
haps  no  one  (before  or  fince,  or  even  in  the  war)  ever 
intended  to  render  them  lefs  :  his  preference  to  the 
American  Government  is  all  afFeclation  :  his  emigra- 

Q 

tion  was  not  voluntary:  he  ftaid  in  England  till  he 
jaw  no  hopes  of  recovering  a  loft  reputation  :  and 
then,  bursting  with  envy  and  refentment,  he  fled  into 
Xvhat  the  Tammany  Society  very  juftly  call  "  banifh- 
ment,"  covered  with  the  uriiverfal  deteftation  of  his 
countrymen. 


Here  ended  the  pamphlet  in  its  original  form,  con 
cluding  with  fome  of  thofe  aflertions  which  were  faid 
to  be  the  moft  "  hazarded/'  and  for  the  truth  of 
which  I  am  forry  I  have  no  better  voucher  than  the 
Doctor  himfelf. 

In  the  preface  to  his  farewell  fermon,  preached  to 


*  Things  have  materially  altered,  however,  fince  1794.  Now, 
in  1799,  thousands  of  induftrious  Britons  wifli  they  never  had 
emigrated. 

his 
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his  difciplcs  at  Hackney,  he  fays,  "  I  hope  my  friends 
"  and  the  public  will  indulge,  me  while  I  give  the 
"  reafons.of  its  being  the  laft,  in  confequence  of  my 
"  having,  at  length,  after  much  befitation,  and  now 
t(  with  reluctance  >  come  to  a  refolution  to  leave  the 

*c  kingdom.''  cc 1  cannot  refrain  from  repeat- 

<f  ing  that  I  leave  my  country  with  real  regret" 

Was  it  a  "  hazarded  affertion,"  then,  to  lay  that 
his  preference  to  the  American  Government  was  all 
afie&ation,  and  that  his  emigration  was  not  volun 
tary  ? 

"  My  friends,"  fays  he,  "  earneftly  advifed  me  to 
"  difguife  myfelf  as  I  was  going  to  London.  But  all 
"  that  was  done  in  that  way  was  taking  a  place  for 
"  me  in  the  mail-coach,  which  I  entered  at  Worcef- 
"  ter  in  another  name  than  my  own.  However, 
"  the  friend  who  had  the  courage  to  receive  me  in 
"  London,  had  thought  it  neceffary  to  provide  a 
fi  drefs  that  fhould  difguife  me,  and  alfo  a  method 
"  of  making  my  efcape,  in  cafe  the  houfe  fhould  be 
"  attacked  on  my  account ;  and,  for  fome  time,  my 
"  friends  would  not  fuffer  me  to  appear  in  the 

"  ftreets." "  The  managers  of  one  of  the  princi- 

"  pal  charities  among  the  DifTenters  applied  to  me  to 
Cf  preach  their  annual  fermon,  and  I  confented.  But 
"  the  treafurer.  a  man  of  fortune,  was  fo  alarmed  at 
66  it,  that  he  declared  he  could  not  fleep.  I  there  - 
"  fore,  to  his  great  relief,  declined  preaching  at  all." 

"  When  the  Hackney  affociation  was  formed, 

"  feveral  fervants  in  the  neighbourhood  aclually  re- 
"  moved  their  goods  ;  and  when  there  was  fome  po- 
* e  litical  meeting  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Breillat,  though 
"  about  two  miles  from  my  houfe,  a  woman,  whofe 
<c  daughter  was  fervant  in  the  houfe  contiguous  to 
66  mine,  came  to  her  miflrefs,  to  entreat  that  fhe 
"  might  be  out  of  the  way." — "  On  feveral  occafions 
66  the  neighbourhood  has  been  greatly  alarmed  on 
"  account  of  my  being  fo  near  them.  I  could  name 

04  "  a  perfon, 


200  PRIESTLEY'S  EMIGRATION. 

*  a  perfon,  and,  to  appearance,  a  reputable  tradef- 

*  man,  who  declared,  that,  in  cafe  of  any  difturb- 
Cf  ance,  they  would  immediately  come  to  Hackney, 

c  evidently  for  the  purpofe  of  mifchief.  In  this  ftate 
"  of  things,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that,  of  many 
"  fervants  who  were  recommended  to  me,  and  fome 
<e  that  were  aclually  hired,  very  few  could,  for  a 
"  long  time,  be  prevailed  upon  to  live  with  me*." 
— "  My  eldeft  fon  was  fettled  in  a  bufinefs  which 
"  promifed  to  be  very  advantageous,  at  Manchefter ; 
"  but  his  partner,  though  a  man  of  liberality  himfelf, 
"  informed  him,  on  perceiving  the  general  preva- 
"  lence  of  the  fpirit  which  produced  the  riots  at  Bir- 
<e  mingham,  that,  owing  to  his  relationfhip  with  me, 
«  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  propofing  a  feparat^on, 
"  which  accordingly  took  place." — u  Many  times 
<(  I  have  been  burnt  in  effigy  along  with  Mr.  Paine  ; 
"  and  numberlefs  infulting  and  threatening  letters 
"  have  been  fent  to  me  from  all  farts  of  the  kingdom" 
-. — "  111  treated  as  I  had  been,  not  merely  by  thepo- 
"  pulace  of  Birmingham,  but  by  the  country  in  general, 
*c  and  afterwards  by  the  Repreftnta  fives  of  the  Nation^ -, 
^  \  own  I  was  not  without  deliberating  on  the  fub- 
<c  jecl:  of  emigration." 

Was  it  a  "  hazarded  aflertion,"  then,  to  fay  that 
he  fled  into  banifhment,  covered  with  the  univerfal 
deteftation  of  his  countrymen  ? 

But  though  the  above  quotations  mofl  amply  prove 
that  he  was  detefled  by  the  whole  nation,  from  the 
Peer  to  the  Parifh-boy,  and  that  he  was  a  volunteer 
emigrant,  about  as  much  as  one  of  the  hurlers  that 


*  Servants  in  England  have  a  charafter  to  preferve,  I  fuppofe. 

•f-  He  might  have  made  an  exception  or  two  here  ;  for,  among 
the  Lords,  he  had  for  advocate  EarJ  Stanhope,  whom  an  Engliih 
author  very  aptly  compares  \oPraife-God  Bareloncs;  and,  among 
the  Commons,  he  had  the  immaculate  Charles  Fox.  A  fingle 
word  of  praife  from  men  like  thefe  would  blaft  the  character  of  a* 
Saint. 

2  our 
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our  tarpawlings  catch  on  the  coail  of  Ireland,  yet  the 
real  caufe  of  his  emigration  remains  to  be  explained. 

While  the  Birmingham  affair  was  frefh  in  the 
Doctor's  mind,  he  fays  that  he  had  fome  thoughts  of 
emigration  ;  but  that,  all  things  confidered,  he  "  de- 
"  termined  to  flay  in  England,  expofed  as  he  was  to 
"  every  kind  of  obloquy  and  infult."  He  therefore 
went  to  Hackney,  to  fucceed  his  dear  friend  and  fel 
low  labourer  of  factious  memory,  Dodlor  Price. 
Here,  as  appears  by  his  own  words  above  quoted,  the 
people  difliked  him  him  fo  much,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  remove  to  Clapton.  At  this  place  he  found  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  he  fought,  and  for  thatreafon, 
fays  he,  "  I  took  a  long  leafe  of  my  houfe,  and  ex- 
"  pended  a  confiderable  fum  in  improving  it.  I  alfo 
"  determined,  with  the  affiftance  of  my  friends,  to 
"  refume  my  philofophical  and  other  purfuits ;  and 
"  after  an  interruption  amounting  to  about  two 
"  years,  it  was  with  a  pleafure  that  I  cannot  defcribe, 
"  that  I  entered  my  new  laboratory,  and  began  the 
"  mo  ft  common  preparatory  proceffes,  with  a  view 
"  to  fome  original  inquiries." 

Here  then  we  fee  him  (in  the  month  of  Augufr, 
1793)  in  quiet  pofTeffion  of  every  thing  he  wanted 
to  enj  oy.  What  then  could  make  him  come  off  to 
America  fo  fcon  after  ?  If  he  had  determined  to  flay, 
when  expofed  to  every  kind  of  obloquy  and  infult, 
what  could  make  him  fly  away  when  no  longer  ex 
pofed  to  it  ?  It  mufl  be  allowed  that  the  Doctor's 
paffion  for  controverfy  and  perfecution  is  fuch  as 
would  excufe  a  belief  that  he  grew  angry  with  the 
people  for  letting  him  alone ;  but  candour  obliges 
me  to  confefs,  that  this  was  not  the  cafe  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance;  for  he  was  going  on  very  diligently 
with  his  proceffes  and  his  "  original  inquiries."  Yes, 
reader,  it  was  thefe  curfed  cc  original  inquiries"  that 
did  all  the  mifchief.  For  the  Doctor  being  in  the 
height  of  them ,  happened  to  fall  upon  a  WONDERFUL 

DISCO- 
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DISCOVERY,  which,  though  erroneous,  was  not  ori- 
ginaL  However,  all  would  yet  have  heen  fafe,  if  he 
had  kept  it  within  the  walls  of  his  laboratory  ;  but 
his  communicative  temper  would  not  permit  him  to 
do  this,  and  the  unfortunate  wonderful  difcovery  made 
its  public  entry  into  the  bookfellers'  fhops  on  the 
i6th  of  November,  1793. 

This  brought  him  a  "  New  Year's  Gift"  from  Doc 
tor  Harrington,  his  old  antagonift  and  his  conqueror, 
as  we  fball  fee  by  t\\c  following  extract  from  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine  for  May,  1794: 

"  Doctor  Prieftley,  immediately  after  the  Bir- 
cc  mingham  riots,  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  real 
"  caufe  of  alarm.  But  as  his  refolution  withftood 
46  the  iirft  fury  of  the  flood,  it  is  rather  extraordi- 
"  nary  that  lie  lliould  now  all  at  once  turn  coward, 
"  and  fly  to  America.  He  mud  furely  be  greatly 
"  at  a  lofs  for  folid  rcafons,  when  he  thinks  it  worth 
*•*  white  to  advance  ibch  trifling  circumfrances  as 
"  the  gofliping  of  his  fcryant-maid  with  the  neigh- 
"  bours,  or  the  fooliili  declaration  of  an  individual 
"  before  one  of  his  congregation.  But  that  the 

£3      r^ 

tc  Do6lor  was  able  to  brave  thefe  dreadful  denun- 
"  ciations,  and  the  terrors  of  his  mind,  appears  from 
"  his  venturing  to  take  a  long  leafe  of  his  houfe,  ex- 
u  pending  a  confidcrable  fum  of  money  upon  it, 
"  and  accepting  the  contributions  of  his  friends  to- 
"  wards  another  apparatus,  laboratory,  &c.  The 
<c  Doctor,  as  a  prudent  man,  would  certainly  not 
**  have  expended  his  money  thus,  had  he  not  fully 
u  determined  again  to  remain  in  the  kingdom. 

<c  Then  what,  give  me  leave  to  afk,  Mr.  Urban, 
<c  can  have  fo  lately  happened  to  make  him  alter  his 
"  refolution  ?  As  there  appears  to  be  fomething 
"  which  the  Doctor  is  at  pains  to  conceal,  it  may  be 
"  worth  while  to  inquire  what  it  is. 

"  Doctor  Prieftley,  Sir,  for  many  years,  had  been 
"  acquiring  a  very  high  degree  of  fame  from  his  che- 

".  mical 
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"  raical  and  philolbphical  experiments.  According 
"  to  his  own  account,  it  was  this  great  reputation 
(s  which  gave  him  fo  much  confequence  in  the  eyes 
"  of  the  French  philofophers,  and  which  fan&ioned 
(C  his  other  purfuits.  On  the  i6th  of  November  laft, 
"  he  publifhed  a  pamphlet  in  a  very  boa  fling  and  ex- 
(f  ulting  ftyle,  informing  the  world,  that  he  had  made 
"  a  moft  important  difcovery,  that  water  was  formed 
"  of  dephlogifticated  and  phlogi  (Heated  airs ;  the 
"  fame  airs,  and  the  fame  proportions  which  your 
"  correfpondent  Doclor  Harrington  obferves,  that 
"  the  Honourable  Mr.  Cavendifh,  from  his  rnif- 
"  taken  experiments,  conliders  as  -conftituting  the 
"  nitrous  acid.  The  ablurdity  of  thefe  opinions  has 
((  been  pointed  out  by  Doclor  Harrington  in  your 
"  Magazine  for  January  and  February  lafr,  in  which 
"  it  is  moft  clearly  and  fatisfa&orily  fhown  in  what 
"  manner  Doctor  Prieftley  was  miftaken  :  proving 
"  at  the  fame  time  the  real  formation  of  the  differ- 
"  ent  airs,  difplaying  the  very  great  futility  and  the 
(f  errors  of  pur  modern  chemiftry  ;  and  at  the  fame 
"  time  bringing  the  very  heavy  charge  of  plagiarifoi 
"  upon  DoSor  Prieftley*. 

"  As  Do6tor  Prieftley,  in  this  laft  pamphlet,  an- 
"  nounced  his  intention  of  publishing  again  very 
€f  foon,  having  materials  for  another  by  him,  ex- 
<£  preffing  apprehenlions  left  any  perfon  fhould  in- 
"  terfere  with  him  in  thefe  experiments,  I  expedled 
"  every  day  to  hear  of  the  Doctor's  vindicating  him- 
6<  felf  and  his  opinions,  anfwering  the  charges  of 
"  Doctor  Harrington,  or  acknowledging  his  philo- 
66  fophical  miftakes.  Inftead  of  which,  to  my  very 
"  great  furprife,  I  am  informed  he  is  ftealing  off  to 
"  America ;  thus  leaving  his  antagonift  mafter  of 
"  the  field,  and  only  faying  that  the  world  may  hear 

*  See  the  New  Tear's  Gift  to  Dr.  Prieftley,  Gentleman's  Ma 
gazine,  for  Jan.  and  Feb.  1 794. 

"  of 
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*6  of  him  again  in  his  chemical  purfuits  This  is  cer- 
**  tainly  very  different  from  what  he  gave  us  rcafon 
"  to  expecl,  when  he  announced  to  the  world,  in  hi& 
*'  oftentatious  pamphlet,  that  we  might  expect  to 
"  hear  regularly  from  him.  But  I  think  you  will 
•*  agree  with  me,  that  he  has  totally  fled  from  his 
"  aerial  chemiftry,  and,  what  is  the  mofl  awkward 
"  and  extraordinary  thing  of  all,  without  one  word 
"  of  defence  from  the  charges  of  philofophical  pla- 
"  giarifm. 

"  It  was  not  till  Doclor  Prieftley  received  the  New 
cc  Year's  Gift  of  your  January  and  February  Maga- 
"  zine,  that  he  was  in  earned  about  America.  And 
*c  I  am  informed,  that  he  was  fo  much  afraid  that4  he 
*'  fhould  receive  another  from  the  fame  valuable 
"  work,  that  he  got  on  board  the  fhip  the  very  even- 
"  ing  before  the  Magazine  for  the  month  of  March 
"  made  its  appearance,  although  the  fhip  was  not 
*c  likely  to  fail  immediately." 

Was  it  a  u  hazarded  aflertion/'  then,  to  fay  that 
the  great  philofopher  was  accufed  and  convicted  of 
plagiarifm,  and  that  he  ft  aid  in  England  till  he  faw 
no  hopes  of  recovering  a  lofl  reputation  ? 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the  Doclor  me 
rited  the  univerfal  odium  he  laboured  under  in  Eng 
land,  and  we  find  nothing  in  his  juftificatory  preface 
to  his  farewell  fermon  (which  wasrepublifhed  at  Phi 
ladelphia  as  an  indired  anfwer  to  the  firfl  edition  of 
tins  pamphlet),  that  ought  to  induce  us  to  rejecl  this 
opinion.  For  it  certainly  will  not  be  pretended  that 
his  berng  hated  by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  by 
high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  Churchmen  and  Dit 
icnters,  proves  him  to  be  an  innocent  inoffenlive 
man  :  on  the  contrary,  if  that  trivial  and  favourite 
republican  maxim,  "  the  voice  of  the  people  is  the 
"  voice  of  God,"  be  founded  in  truth,  then  does  the 
Doctor  fland  condemned  by  God  as  well  as  man. 

Bui 
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But  let  us  bear  a  little  of  what  he  fays  in  liis  vin 
dication. 

After  ftating  that  he  had  been  unjuftly  charged 
with  being  a  feditious,  factious  politician,  he  fays, 
*e  let  any  one  only  call  his  eyes  ov^r  the  long  lift  of 
"  my  publications,  and  he  will  fee  that  they  relate 
fi  almoft  wholly  to  theology ^  &c."  And  he  has  taken 
care  to  publidi  this  lift  at  Philadelphia,  amounting 
t& fcventy*five  different  works.  Yes;  "  by  thy  works 
*c  fhalt  thou  be  judged,"  but  not  by  the  number  of 
them. 

He  tells  us  he  hardly  ever  meddled  with  politic^ 
and  in  the  very  next  paragraph  acknowledges  that  hjc 
wrote  a  frnall  anonymous  pamphlet  (when  he  was  a 
younger  man)  in  favour  of  IVilkes  and  Liberty,  Mr, 
Wilkes  had  the  good  fenfe  to  retract  mo  (I  of  the  wild 
notions  that  the  Doctor  wrote  to  defend,  and  happy 
svould  it  have  been  for  the  latter  if  he  had  profited 
from  age,  and  from  the  example  of  his  patron.  Mr. 
Wilkes  is  now  a  determined  champion  of  that  con- 
flitution  that  the  Doctor  wanted  to  deflroy;  and  ac 
cordingly  he  occupies  one  of  the  fir  ft  offices  in  the 
firft  city  in  the  world,  while  Doctor  Prieftley  is  a 
very  infignificant  fettler  in  a  town  confiding  of  a 
couple  of  hundred  of  wooden  houfcs. 

Another  work  he  wrote, addrefied  to  the  Diffenters,  ! 
on  the  fubje6tof  the  approaching  war  with  America  : 
which  he  fays  was  di/l'ibuted  in  great  numbers  by  his 
friends,  and  not  without  effect.  The  fubjecl  of  this 
work,  and  the  good  it  was  intended  to  do  his  coun 
try,  are  eafily  conceived,  as  he  tells  us  it  was  written 
at  the  requejl  of  Doflor  Franklin. — He  does  not  tell 
us  whether  he  was  paid  in  lierling  or  continental 
money  for  this  work. 

On  this  occalion,  the  reader  will  pleafe  to  bear  in 
mind,  that  I  am  not  pretending  that  ive  ought  todii-, 
like  Doctor  Prieftley ;  for  he  is  certairtly  as  much  j 

entitled  [ 
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entitled  to  our  gratitude  and  efteem  as  Arnold  was 
to  that  of  the  Briiifh. 

After  this  he  fays  he  meddled  no  more  with/o- 
Jifics,  "  except  as  far  as  the  biMinefs  of  the  Teji  Aft, 
"  and  all  civil ejlablijhments  of 'religion,  had  a  concern 
"  with  politics*."  And  yet  he  was  no  fatfious poli 
tician  !  t 

.Boafting  of  his  intimate  connexion  with  Doctors 
Price  and  Franklin,  is  a  droll  way  of  proving  the 
peaceablenefs  of  his  difpofition,  and  his  attachment 
to  his  country.  With  full  as  much  reafon  might  he 
boaft  of  being  a  relation  of  Jenny  Cameron  or  Guy 
Fuwkes. 

Franklin,  Price,  and  Prieftley  !  A  precious  trio  ! 
well  worthy  of  each  other.  Methinks  I  fee  them  now 
in  one  of  their  dark  confutations,  like  the  three 
Weird  Sifters  round  their  caldron,  brewing 

"  Double,  double,  toil  and  trouble: 
"  Fire,  burn  ;  and,  caldron,  bubble.'* 

As  for  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq.  and  foap-boiler, 
his  character  for  peaceable-fiefs  is  as  well  known  as  his 
character  for  gratitude  and  integrity  ;  and  moll  people 
know  that  the  "  political  divine,"  Price,  fpcnt  the 
greater  part  of  a  too  long  life  in  endeavouring  to 
blow  up  the  flameTcff  relief] ion  in  England.  He 
was  one  of  the  principal  projectors  of  the  famous 
college  of  diifenting  Jeluits  at  Hackney,  from  whence 


*  This  is  the  great  ftnmbling-block  of  the  Englifh  Diifenters. 
What  can  there  be  in  this  Te/t  Aft  that  makes  them  fo  unhappy  ? 
Why,  it  prevents  them  from  obtaining — not  the  kingdom  of  Hea- 
n)cn,  but  lucrative  employments.  Is  it  not  amazing,  that  people,  who 
are  fo  very  godly  that  they  cannot  conform  to  the  eftab'ifhed  rcli* 
gion  of  the  country,  fhould  trouble  themfehes  about  places  and 
penfions?  They  are  continually  telling  us  that  their  kingdom  is 
not  of  this  world,  and  yet  they  want  to  reign.  I  think,  however, 
it  would  be  but  right  to  grant. them  what  Helvetius  was  willing  to 
grant  the  prieils — every  thing  above  the  tops  of  the  houfes. 

were 
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were  to  come  the  Titus  Oatcs's   of  an  Unitarian 
Plot  *. 

It  is  pretty  clear  that  the  preface,  to  which  I  have 
been  fo  often  obliged,  was  intended  more  to  procure 
the  Doctor  a  favourable  reception  here,  than  to  recon 
cile  him  to  his  countrymen  ;  arid,  in  this  refpect,  the 
thing  was  prudent,  though  the  publifhing  of  it  in 
England  was  certainly  a  trait  of  iniblence  unparal 
leled  even  in  the  annals  of  Unitarianifm.  It  was 
courting  a  kick  on  the  breech  by  way  of  farewell 
falute ;  but  even  in  this  lie  was  difappointed,  and 
was  at  lait  obliged  to  come  off  without  even  fo 
much  as  a  box  on  the  car,  to  afford  an  excufe  for 
his  whining,  and  for  the  milkfop  lighs  of  the  New- 
York  Societies. 

I  have  heard  many  grave  people,  and  by  no 
ineans  anarchifis,  exprefs  a  forrow  for  the  ill  ufage 
Doctor  Priefdey  received  in  England.  But  how  was 
he  ill  uied  ? — He  was  threatened  ; — people  would 
not  let  him  into  their  houfcs  ; — fervants  would  not 
live  with  him ; — a  farmer  would  not  learn  his  fon 
hufbandry ; — a  mechanic  turned  another  fon  out  of 
his  partnenhip; — Doctor  Horfley  would  not  fub- 
fcribe  to  his  antichriilian  theology,  nor  Doctor  Har 
rington  to  his  aerial  chemifrry.  Well,  and  what 
then  ?  Do  we  call  this  ill  ufage  ?  Grant  me  patience  ! 
have  not  the  people  of  England  a  right  to  like  and 
diflike  whom  they  pleafe  as  well  as  the  people  of 
America  ? 


*  When  this  pious  old  apoftle  of  difcord  heard  of  the  triumphs 
of  the  Paris  mob,  and  of  the  bloody  fcenes  that  enfued,  he  exclaimed, 
"  Lord,  now  let  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have 
feen  thy  jatoation"  Prtttyfahztiox  truly  !  According  to  my  ideas 
of  damnation,  the  fcenes  that  have  taken  place  in  France  fince  the 
revolution  refemble  it  as  much  as  any  thing  on  earth  can  do.  I 
am  fure  there  has  been  a  continual  "  weeping  and  wailing  and 
•'  gnadiing of  teeth." 

if, 
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If,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  he  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  a  French  mob — but  ftop ;  we  have  no 
occalion  to  crofs  the  fea  : — If  he  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  an  American  mob,  how  would  he  have 
fared  ?  Let  us  fee. 

u  About  twelve  perfons,  armed  and  painted  black, 
"  in  the  night  of  the  loth  -of  June,  broke  into  the 
"  houfe  of  John  Lynn,  where  the  office  was  kept, 
"  and  after  having  feduced  him  to  come  down  Hairs,, 
"  and  put  himfelf  in  their  power,  they  leized  him, 
"  threatened  to  hang  him,  took  him  to  a  retired 
"  Ipot  in  the  neighbouring  wood ;  and  there,  after 
<c  cutting  off  his  hair,  tarring  and  feathering  him, 
"  fvvore  him  never  again  to  allow  the  ufe  of  his 
"  houfe  for  an  excife-office :  having  done  which, 
"  they  bound  him  naked  to  a  tree,  and  left  him  in 
"  that  fituation  till  morning.  Not  content  with 
"  this,  the  malcontents,  fome  days  after,  made  him 
<c  another  vifit,  pulled  down  part  of  his  houfe,  and 
"  put  him  in  a  iituation  to  be  obliged  to  become 
*'  an  exile  from  his  home,  and  to  find  an  afylum 
"  elfevvhere." 

This  is  no  "  hazarded  affertion,"  at  any  rate ; 
unlefs  Mr.  Hamilton  hazarded  it  ;  for  it  is  taken 
from  his  Report  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States. 

This  mob  flopped  the  mail,  cut  open  the  bags,  and 
took  out  the  letters.  This  mob  killed  feveral  per 
fons,  took  others  prifoners,  and  ufed  the  Marjhal, 
in  particular,  extremely  cruelly  :  they  even  went  fo 
far  as  to  prefent  their  pieces  at  him,  with  every  ap- 
pe.arance  of  an  intention  to  aflaflinate.  And  yet,  nei 
ther  the  Marflial  nor  Lynn  has  ever  had  any  thoughts 
of  emigrating. 

Has  any  thing  of  this  kind  ever  happened  to  Doc 
tor  Prieftley  ?  Has  the  weight  of  a  fingle  finger  ever 
been  laid  upon  him,  or  any  of  his  family  ?  "  You 
"  have/'  laid  the  addreffers  at  New- York,  "  fled 

"  from 
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tf  from  the  rude  arm  of  violence,  from  the  rod  of 
f(  lawlefs  power. — We  have  learned  with  regret 
8t  and  indignation,  the  abandoned  proceedings  of 
"  thofe  fpoilers  who  deftroyed  your  houSe  and 
<c  goods,  ruined  your  philofophical  apparatus  and 
€(  library,  committed  to  the  flames  your  manufcripts, 
"  pried  into  the  fecrets  of  your  private  papers,  and, 
<c  in  their  barbarian  fury,  put  your  life  itfelf  in 
*'  danger. — We  enter,  Sir,  with  emotion  and  Sympa- 
"  thy  into  the  numerous  Sacrifices  you  murl  have 
((  made,  to  an  undertaking  which  ib  eminently  ex- 
"  hibits  our  country  as  an  aiylum  for  the  perfecuted 
"  and  oppreffed."  All  this  was  extremely  apropos 
in  the  midfl  of  the  Weftern  inSurre6lion.  If  it  was 
"  barbarian  fury"1  to  put  life  in  danger,  what  was  it 
to  take  life  away?  The  people  over  the  mountains 
feem  to  have  revolted  on  purpofe  to  make  thefe  ad- 
dreflers  a  laughing-ftock.  Are  they  not  afhamed  to 
have  made  a  canting  Sympathetic  addrefs  to  a  itran- 
ger,  whofe  Sufferings,  if  real,  they  knew  nothing 
about,  while'  they  have  borne  with  a  more  than 
iloic  firmnefs,  and  without  a  Jingle  addrefs,  the  well- 
known  Sufferings  of  their  own  countrymen  ?  They 
want  the  Pittiburg  affair  forgotten  ;  why  then  do 
they  want  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  Bir 
mingham  riots  ?  *"*  Thou  hypocrite,  firtf  cafl  the 
beam  out  of  thine  own  eye  ;  and  then  fhalt 
thou  See  clearly  to  call  the  mote  out  of  thy  brother's 
eye." 

The  Doctor  complains  again  in  his  preface,  of 
partiality  in  the  courts  of  juftice ;  and  Says,  "  I  am 
"  not  unafFefted  by  the  unexampled  punifhments 
"  of  Mr.  Muir  and  my  friend  Mr.  Palmer,  for 
"  offences,  which,  if  in  the  eye  of  reaSon  they 
"  be  any  at  all,  are  Slight,  and  very  infujflciently 
"  proved.  But  the  Sentence  of  Mr.  Wmterbotham, 
"  for  delivering  from  the  pulpit  what  I  am  perfuaded 
"  he  never  did  deliver,  and  which,  iiinilar  evidence 

VOL.  i.  P  "  might 
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"  might  have  drawn  down  on  rm  felf,  has  ibmetlmifj 
"  in  it  itill  more  alarming."  Aye,  aye,  very  alarm 
ing,  without  doubt,  but  nothing  like  Doclor  Har 
rington's  New  Year's  Gilt. 

This  is  another  pretty  bold  trait  of  modefty  and 
moderation.  Here  are  three  courts  of  jufiice,  three 
grand  and  three  petty  juries,  all  condemned  in  the 
lump.  If  what  the  Doclor  lays  be  true,  then  were 
the  Englifh  all  become  a  r.eit  of  icoundrels  and  per 
jurers,  except  his  innocent  felf,  his  three  ions,  and 
his  worthy  friends  the  Botany  Bay  convicls  ;  but, 
if  what  he  fays  be  not  true,  what  did  he  defcrve  at 
the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  for  thus  aiming  a  ftab  at 
their  reputation  ? 

There  are  fome  among  us,  who  pretend  to  have  a 
belief  in  this  partial  juftice  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  the 
hobgoblin  accounts  of  it  have  been  noifcd  about  theie 
States,  in  a  .{tyle  that  would  have  founded  well  from 
the  top  of  a  chimney,  or  at  the  bar  of  a  brothel  ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  our  political  vultures,  the  trial 
of  Hardy  has  undeceived  every  one  that  is  capable 
.of  thinking. 

"When  the  account  of  this  trial  fir  ft  arrived,  it 
cauiecl  nearly  as  great  joy  among  feme  people,  as 
did  the  ".taking  of  Amjhrdam"  or  the  fending  of 
*(  the  Duke  of  York  to  Paris  in  an  iron  cage  ;v  in  facl, 
it  wa$almoft  of  feftivic  confequence.  But  this  was 
foon  perceived  to  be  an  egregious  blunder.  People  be 
gan  to  reflect.  What  !  laid  they,  there  is  fome  juftice 
left  in  England  then  ?  The  nation  is  not  become 
"  one  rnjular  'Boftite'f'* 

What  a  chance  would  poor  Hardy  have  flood  be 
fore  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  at  Paris  or  Hour- 
deaux  ?  Would  he  have  had  eight  days  ti  ial  ?  W  ould 
he  have  had  eight  minutes?  Would  the  fans-xuloite 
populace  have  carried  him  home  amidit  acclanin- 
tions?  No:  unlefs  it  had  been  to  Iris  laft  homo.— 
It  appears  that  Mcflrs.  Erfkine  and  Gibbs  have  re- 
2  *  •  ceived 
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ceived  great  and  defervcd  applaufc  for  their  able  de 
fence  of  an  innocent  man,  and  that  the  Government 
has  not  touched  a  hair  of  their  heads. — Where  is 
Monfieur  DC  Malefiierbcs,  the  generous  DeMalcfiierbcs^ 
who  ftcpped  forth  at  the  age  of  75,  to  defend  his 

innocent  and  deferted  Sovereign  ? Where  is  he  ? — 

Numbered  with  the  dead  !  Gone  to  the  receptacle  of 
all  that  was  eftimable  in  France  ! Neither  his  ad 
mired  talents,  his  long  and  eminent  fervices,  his  ge 
nerous  fidelity,  his  gray  hairs,  nor  his  fpotlefs  life, 
could  lave  him  from  the  fury  of  thofe  regenerated  ruf 
fians,  whom  DocStor  Priell ley  does  not  blufh  to  call 
his  <c  dear  fellow-citizens*." 

Every  man  that  is  condemned  in  England,  whe 
ther  it  be  by  the  public  voice,  or  by  a  court  of  jnftice, 
is  fure,  according  to  fonie  people,  to  be  vilely 
treated. — The  people  are  flaves  ; — the  jury  was 
packed.  But  how  would  this  meafure  fuit  if  meted 
to  ourfclves  ?  A  fellow,  who  was  hanged  here  the 
other  day,  told  the  crowd,  juft  as  he  was  going  off, 
that  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  greater  part  of  them 
merited  the  fame  fate-}-.  This  "  farewell  fermon'' 
was  full  as  modeft  as  Do6lor  Prieit  ley's  ;  but  if  the 
Englifh  were  to  pretend  to  believe  that  (he  majority 
of  us  deferve  the  halter,  mould  we  not  call  them  a 
fet  of  narrow-fouled  j  ill-natured,  envious  wretches  ? 
Certainly  we  Ihonld,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  juf- 
tice  too. 

I  fhould  here  put  an  end  to  my  obfervations,  flat 
tering  my  lei  f  that  the  whole  bullnefs  of  the  Doctor's 
emigration  has  been  fet  in  a  pretty  fair  light ;  but  as 
he  has  lately  published  fomething,  which  he  calls  an 
Anfiver  to  Paine's  slge  of  Reafon,  and  as  he  there 

*  Monf.  De  Seze,  the  fecond  counfe!  of  Louis  XVI.  favedhis 
life  by  flight. 

f   See  the  American  Daily  Advertifer. 

p  2  attempt? 
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attempts  to  wipe  off  the  charge  of  deifm,  I  look 
upon  my  felt"  as  called  upon  to  lay  a  word  or  two  in 
reply. 

This  Anfwer  conlifts  of  a  number  of  letters  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  Philofophers  in  France3  and  to  a  phi- 
lofophical  unbeliever.  In  the  preface,  the' Doctor  fays, 
<c  The  more  I  attend  to  this  fubjec't,  the  more  fenfi- 
"  ble  I  am  that  no  defence  of  Chriftianity  can  be  of  any 
"  avail  till  it  be  freed  from  the  many  corruptions  and 
"  abufes  which  have  hitherto  encumbered  it."  Among 
thefe  corruptions  he  numbers  atonement^  incarnation, 
and  the  Trinity ;  and,  fays  he,  "  The  expojing  of 
"  thefe  corruptions  I  therefore  think  to  be  the  rnoft 
"  effential  preliminary  to  the  defence  of  Chriftianity  ; 
"  and  confequently  I  fhall  omit  no  fair  opportunity 
"  of  reprobating  them  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  to 
"  whatever  odium  I  may  expofe  myfelf."  He  has 
been  as  good  as  his  word  ;  for  the  whole  piece  ap 
pears  to  be  an  attack  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity , 
rather  than  an  Anfuoer  to  Paine  *. 

He  begins  the  firit  letter  with  telling  us,  that  he 
has  "  read  with  pleafure,  and  even  with  enthuliafm, 
*'  the  admirable  report  of  Robefpierre  on  the  fubject 
*f  of  morals  and  religion."  Now  it  is  well  known, 
that  this  report  contained  a  regular  plan  for  eltablifh- 
ing  a  deiftical  worfhip  in  France  ;  and  it  is  alfo  well 
known,  that  Paine  wrote  his  book  to  flatter  Ro- 


*  If  the  reader  looks  over  the  firft  and  fecond  chapters  of  the 
Gofpel  according  to  St.  Matthew,  he  will  fee  every  thing  that  is 
neccflary  to  confirm  him  in  the  doctrines  that  Doctor  Frieftley  thinks 
it  his  duty  to  reprobate  in  thejlrongejl  terms.  But  the  Doctor  gets 
rid  of  this  proof,  which  he  knows  to  be  in  every  one's  hands,  by 
telling  us  that  thofe  two  chapters  are  "  fpurious ;"  that  is  to  fay, 
falj'e.  This  is  a  knock-mc-down  argument.  He  will  certainly  tell 
us,  that  the  firft  chapter  of  the  Gofpel  of  St.  John  is  "  fpurious" 
alfo  ;  and  thus  he  may  go  on,  till  he  leaves  us  but  juft  enough  text 
to  make  up  an  Unitariag  creed. 

befpierre, 
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befpierre,  and  by  that  mean  to  procure  his  own  clif- 
charge  from  prifon.  How  comes  it  then,  that  the 
Doctor  fhould  admire  the  principles  of  the  one,  and 
pretend  to  anfiver  thofe  of  the  other  ? 

He  very  artfully  cries  off  all  acquaintance  with 
Voltaire,  Rouffeau,  and  Gibbon  ;  but  he  knows  they 
are  in  a  place  whence  they  cannot  anfwer  him.  —  ? 
However,  Gibbon  left  him  a  letter  that  he  ought  not 
to  have  forgotten  fo  foon.  -  The  Doctor,  having 
no  wonderful  difcovery  upon  his  hands,  wrote  to  Mr. 
Gibbon,  not  long  before  the  death  of  the  latter, 
challenging  him  to  combat.  This  Mr.  Gibbon  very 
politely  declined,  by  faying,  that  he  could  never 
firing  himfelf  to  difpute  with  a  perfon  from  whofe 
writings  he  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  imbibed  his 
principles  ;  adding,  that,  if  the  Doctor  was  really 
become  a  convert  to  Ghriftianity,  iince  he  had  re 
ceived  the  laft  anfwer  from  Doctor  Horiley,  he 
thought  the  probable  remainder  of  his  life  was  by 
no  means  too  long  to  repair  the  injury  the  former  part 
of  it  had  done  ;  and,  therefore,  adviled  him  not  to 
lofe  his  time  in  vain  and  unprofitable  difpute.  If 
the  Doctor  had  followed  this  falutary  advice,  we 
fhould  have  been  fpared  the  pain  of  feeing  an  old 
man  turned  of  fixty,  amuiing  himfelf  and  the  world 
with  a  fham  anfwer  to  the  wild  incoherent  blafphemy 
of  a  poor  unhappy  wretch,  whom  difappointment 
and  hunger  had  driven  to  defpair,  and  who  would 
have  turned  Turk,  Jew,  or  even  Eunuch,  for  an  ex 
traordinary  bifcuit  or  a  bundle  of  ft  raw  *. 

The  Doctor  boafts  of  his  having  been  eledled  a 
deputy  of  the  National  Convention,  and  ftyles  him 
felf  their  "  highly  honoured  fellow-citizen."  It  is  a 
fubjecl  both  of  wonder  and  regret,  that  he  did  not 


*  When  we  refleft  on  the  degradation  of  this  quondam  legifla- 
|or,  it  is  fome  confolation  that  he  is  an  Engliflimau. 

P  3  prefer 
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prefer  France  to  America  ;  he  was  preffed  to  go 
there,  which  he  never  was  to  come  here  ;  there  he 
would  have  done  no  harm,  here-  he  may.  If  he  had 
gone  to  his  adopted  country,  and  accompanied  his 
colleague,  Paine,  in  his  legiflative  career,  he  might 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  anfwering  him  by  word 
of  mouth.  The  bottom  of  a  dungeon  would  have 
been  a  very  fit  place  for  them  to  debate,  like  Mil 
ton's  fallen  Angels,  on  the  fureft  means  of  fowing 
difcord  among  mankind,  and  feducing  them  from 
their  Maker. 

One  obfervation  more  on  this  Anfwer  to  Paine, 
and  I  difmifs  it  for  ever. 

The  zealous  Anfwerer  boafis  of  his  freedom  as  an 
\  American^  at  the  lame  time  that  be  calls  himfelf  citizen 
\  of  France  and  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Lon- 
Idon  !  -This  is  being,  literally,  "  all  things  to  all  men." 
'With  the  Englifh  he  is  a  rjoyalift,  with  the  Ame 
ricans    a  republican,    and    with  the    French  a  car 
magnole. — Tims  the  triple  Goddefs  (under  whole  in-* 
iluence,    Dodtor    Harrington    fwears,    he   ac"ts)   is 
called  Luna  in  Heaven,  Diana  on  Earth,  and  Hecate 
in  Hell. 

Before  I  bid  the  Doctor  adieu,  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  afk  him  how  he  finds  himfeif  in  his  "  afylum" — • 
It  is  fa  id.  he  has  declared  that  the  duplicity  of  our 
land  jobbers  is  more  to  be  feared  than  the  outrages 
of  a  Birmingham  mob ;  and  indeed,  if  all  his  com 
plaints  had  had  the  fame  appearance  of  being  well- 
founded,  the  public  would  never  have  been  troubled 
•with  thefe  Obfervations  ;  for  there  is  little  doubt  of 
his  having  been  molt  cruelly  fleeced.  This  honefl 
profeffion,  vulgarly  called  land-jobbing,  a  member 
of  Congrefs  very  juflly  Ityled  <c  dwindling  upon  a 
broad  fcalef'  it  is,  in  fact,  a  South-Sea  bubble 
upon  terra  frma>  as  hundreds  and  thoufands  of 
ruined  foreigners,  belidcs  Doclor  Prkftley,  can, 
teftify. 

It 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Doctor's  anger  againft 
his  country  is  hy  this  time  nearly  affuaged  ;  dear- 
bought  experience  has  at  laft  taught  him,  that  an 
Utopia  never  exifted  any  where  but  in  a  delirious 
brain.  He  thought,  like  too  many  others,  to  find 
America  a  terreitrial  Paradiie  ;  a  Land  of  Canaan, 
where  he  would  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  open 
his  mouth  to  fwallow  the  milk  and  honey  :  but, 
alas  !  he  is  now  convinced,  I  believe,  that  thole 
who  cultivate  the  fertile  Leafowesof  Warwickfhire, 

"  Where  all  around  the  gen*left  breezes  play, 
"  Where  gentle  mufic  melts  on  every  ipray," 

have  little  reafon  to  envy  his  rocks  and  his  fwamps, 
the  mufic  of  his  bull-frogs  and  the  ftings  of  his 
mufquitoes. 

In  the  preface,  fo  often  mentioned,  the  Doctor 
exprefles  a  define  of  one  day  returning  to  "  the  land 
. "  that  gave  him  birth;'/  and,  no  offence  to  the 
New- York  addreflers,  I  think  we  ought  to  wifh 
that  this  defire  may  be  very  foon  accomplifhed. — 
He  is  a  bird  of  palfage,  that  has  vifited  us,  only  to 
avoid  the  rigour  of  an  inclement  feafon  :  when  the 
reanimating  funfhine  of  revolution  (hall  burft  forth 
on  his  native  clime,  we  may  hope  to  fee  him  prune 
his  wings,  aud  take  his  flight  from  the  dreary  banks 
of  the  Sufquehannah  to  thofe  of  the  Thames  or 
the  Avon. 


P  4  THE 
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THE  SHORT 
BUT  COMPREHENSIVE  STORY 

OF    A 

FARMER'S  BULL. 


CERTAIN  troublefome  fellow,  who  turned  his 
back  upon  the  church,  having  occafion  to  pafs 
through  a  large  farm-yard  in  his  way  to  a  meeting- 
houfe,  met  with  a  fine  majeflic  venerable  old  Bull 
lying  down  at  his  eafe,  and  balking  in  the  funfhine. 
This  Bull  was  at  times  the  tameft  creature  in  the 
world  ;  he  would  fuffer  the  curs  to  yelp  at  him,  the 
flies  to  teafe  him,  and  even  fome  of  the  mifchievous 
fellows  to  pull  him  by  the  horns.  He  was  at  this 
very  moment  in  one  of  his  gentleft  humours  rumi 
nating  upon  paftand  prefent  fcenes  of  delight  ;  con 
templating  the  neighbouring  dairy  and  the  farm-yard, 
where  the  milch  cows  had  all  their  bags  diltendecl 
till  they  were  nearly  running  over  ;  the  calves,  and 
the  pigs,  and  the  poultry,  were  friiking,  and  grunt 
ing,  and  crowing  on  every  dunghill ;  the  granaries 
were  full,  and  the  barns  ready  to  burft  ;  there  was, 
befides,  many  a  goodly  rick  of  wheat,  and  barley, 
and  oats,  and  peas,  and  beans,  and  hay,  and  rye- 
grafs  and  clover.  The  dairy  was  full  of  curds,  and 
cream,  and  buttef,  and  cheefe  of  every  kind.  To 
be  fure,  there  was  plenty  for  the  mailer  and  his  fa- 
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mily,  and  all  the  fervants,  and  every  body  belong 
ing  to  the  farm.  Nay,  thofe  that  were  poor  and 
needy,  and  idle,  and  lazy,  and  lick,  and  proud,  and 
faucy,  and  old,  and  infirm,  and  filly,  were  freely 
fupplied  ;  and  even  this  troublefome  fellow  himfelf, 
notwithstanding  he  had  long  iince  quarrelled  with 
the  head  farmer  and  all  his  befl  friends,  and  an  old 
grudge  was  ftill  fubiifting  betwixt  them,  yet,  upon 
making  at  any  time  a  folemn  promife  to  do  no  mif- 
chief,  had  free  ingreis,  egrefs,  and  regrefs,  in  every 
part  of  the  farm  and  the  dairy,  and  was  at  liberty  to 
help  himfelf  wherever  he  liked.  In  fhcrt,  he  was 
allowed  to  do  any  thing  but  Jkim  the  cream,  and  fet 
his  own  mark  upon  the  butter. 

Now,  becaufe  the  Bull  had  happened  to  place 
himfelf  acrofs  his  favourite  foot- path,  although  there 
was  plenty  of  room  to  the  right  and  to  the  left, 
nothing  would  fatisfy  this  impudent  fellow  but  he 
mufl  kick  Old  John,  for  that  was  the  Bull's  name, 
out  of  his  way  :  and  all  the  world  agrees  that  John 
furTered  him  to  kick  a  long  while,  before  he  fhovved 
the  leaf}  inclination  to  rife  and  refent  the  affront.  At 
Jail,  however,  he  got  upon  his  legs,  and  began  to 
look  round  him,  but  ftill  it  was  a  look  of  contempt 
,only,  which  thefoolifh  fellow  miftook  for  the  marks 
of  fear  ;  and  now,  growing  bolder  and  bolder,  and 
hallooing  the  curs,  and  calling  all  his  comrades  to 
prick  and  goad  him  in  the  tendered  parts  of  his  body, 
the  Bull  began  to  threaten  and  roar  ;  this  was  on  the 
I4th  of  July,  oneof  the  hotteft  days  in  the  fummer, 
when  fomebody  threw  a  fiery  Hick  under  his  tail,  at 
the  very  moment  that  a  parcel  of  impudent  half-wit 
ted  fellows  were  trying  to  flourifh  a  French  flambeau 
(lighted  and  blazing  at  both  ends)  full  in  his  face. 
No  wonder  that  the  Bull  fhould  fet  off  with  a  ven 
geance  in  the  ftreet  -.—down  went  the  gingerbread* 
Sails,  and  the  hardware-fhops,  buckle-menders,  and 
fhe  razor-grinders,  and  the  dagger-makers :  he  even 

gat 
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got  into  private  houfes,  and  in  one  place  threw  down 
whole  balkets  full  of  bottles  and  chemical  glafTes, 
crucibles  and  gun-barrels  ;  fmafh  went  all  the  jars 
of  inflammable  air,  which  inftantly  took  lire,  and 
fpread  all  over  the  place  ;  every  thing  went,  to  rack 
and  ruin ;  nothing  was  fafe  ;  even  the  religious 
houfes  themfelves,  where  nothing  had  ever  been  heard 
but  the  rnoft  pious  exhortations  (like  thole  of  Doctor 
Vicefimus  Knox)  to  peace  and  harmony,  and  obe 
dience  to  the  governing  powers.  In  fhort,  nothing 
could  pacify  or  put  a  Hop  to  the  fury  of  this  poor  en 
raged  animal,  till  his  honeft  mafter  the  farmer,  as 
quiet  and  as  good  a  kind  of  church-going  man  as 
ever  lived  in  the  world,  father  of  a  large  family,  hear 
ing  of  the  rumpus,  fent  a  number  of  his  heft  and 
fteadieft  old  fervants  to  muzzle  the  beaft,  which  had 
already  toffed  the  fellow  with  the  fiery  flick  over  the 
tops  of  the  houfes,  and  gored  him  in  fifty  different 
places.  It  was  next  to  a  miracle  that  he  efcaped 
with  his  life  ;  and  every  body  thought  he  ha'd  reatbn 
to  be  thankful  that  he  got  off  fo  well  as  he  did  ;  but 
no  iboner  did  he  find  himfelf  fafe  in  a  hackney- coach % 
than,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  the  world,  he  began 
to  preach  up  his  innocence,  and  to  lodge  a  complaint 
again  ft  poor  Old  John,  who,  in  the  end,  fuffered  a 
great  deal  more  than  himfelf.  Some  filly  people  pi 
tied  him,  fome  laughed  at  him  ;  others  again  were 
\vickedenoughtowifh  him  at  the  devil:  even  his 
belt  friends  were  afhamed  of  him  :  and  although  they, 
one  and  all,  defended  him  as  much  as  they  could  in 
public,  there  was  a  confounded  deal  of  muttering 
and  grumbling  in  private.  *4  I  thought  what  it 
"  would  come  to,"  laid  one  ;  "  a  prUiy  method  of 
."  driving  a  mad  Bull  through  the  church  pales/' 
fa  id  another. 

But  to  go  on  with  my  flory  ;  no  fooner  was  the 
Bull  fairly  muzzled,  and  properly  confined,  than 
the  friends  and  neighbours  on  both  fides  were  called 

in, 
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in,  to  inquire  into  the  whole  affair ;  but  there  were 
fo  many  contradictory  fiories,  that  it  was  impoflihle 
to  come  at  the  truth,  how  it  happened,  or  who  had 
firfl  provoked  him  ;  but  iince  it  was  plain  to  every 
body  that  Old  John  did  the  mifchief,  and  as  he  was 
proved  to  be  the  town  Bull,  it  was  at  lall  fettled  that 
the  parifh  fhould  pay  all  the  damages  for  not  keeping 
him  in  better  order. 

And  here  again  was  frefh  matter  for  difcontent  ; 
fome  thought  it  bard  to  pay  for  all  the  inflammable 
air,  which  had  done  full  as  much  mifchief  as  the 
Bull.  Others  again  objected  to  a  monftrous  out  of 
the  way  heavy  demand  for  a  large  quantity  (feveral 
reams)  of  foolfcap  paper,  which  had  been  fcribbled 
upon  and  fpoiled  long  before  the  affair  happened. 
Indeed,  in  the  opinion  of  fome  fenfible  perfons,  it 
was  fit  for  nothing  but  kindling  the  fire. 

But  the  ftrangeft  part  of  the  ilory  remains  to  be 
told  ;  for  when  this  buftle  was  all  over  and  fettled, 
and  every  body  thought  the  perverfe  fellow  was 
going  to  take  to  his  church,  and  get  his  living  in  an 
honeft  way,  what  did  he  do  but  let  to  work  bottling 
up  his  own  f-rts,  and  felling  them  for  fuperfine  in 
flammable  air,  and  what's  ftill  worfe,  had  the  impu 
dence  to  want  a  patent  for  the  dij co-very ;  and,  in 
deed,  a  good  many  people  were  deceived  for  a  long 
time;  but,  they  fay,  two  of  a  trade  can  never  agree, 
and  fo  it  happened  here ;  for  a  brother  trade  one  day 
catched  him  at  his  dirty  tricks,  and  expofed  him  to 
the  whole  parifh.  After  this  all  the  neighbours  cried 
fharne  on  him  :  the  women  laughed,  the  girls  they 
tittered,  even  the  little  boys  pointed  at  him,  and 
made  game  of  him  as  he  went  along  the  flreet.  In 
fhort,  one  dark  night,  when  all  the  neighbourhood 
was  quiet  and  every  body  faft  afleep,  up  he  got,  and 
fet  off  into  the  next  parifh  bag  and  baggage. 

Here  he  trumped  up  a  terrible  (lory,  pretended  to 
be  frightened  to  death,  and  fwore  and  d- — -d  his 

foul 
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foul  if  the  Bull  was  not  jufl  at  his  heels.  The  good 
folks  (who,  hy  the  by,  had  a  monitrous  grudge 
again!!  Old  John)  believed  him  at  once  ;  and  now 
there  was  the  devil  to  do  again  ;  the  women  fcream^ 
ed  and  fell  into  fits,  out  ran  the  men  and  boys  with 
broomfticks,  and  pitchforks,  and  fcal ping-knives,  to 
Kill  the  Bull :  but  it  was  all  a  fham,  for  poor  Old 
John  was  quiet  at  home,  grazing  in  the  meadow,  up 
to  his  eyes  in  clover,  and  blue-bells,  and  daffodils, 
and  cowllips,  and  prirnrofes,  as  contented  as  a  lamb, 
and  neither  thinking  nor  caring  any  more  about  the 
fellow  with  the  fiery  flick,  than  about  one  of  the 
:flies  that  he  wasbrufhing  off  with  his  tail. 

But  the  worft  of  all  is  to  come  yet :  for  while  thefe 
filly  people  were  running  about  and  making  a  hue 
and  cry  againfl  Old  John,  their  own  Bull  (a  thirfly 
beaft  that  they  had  penned  up  in  a  barren  lot,  with 
out  any  pond  or  watering-place)  broke  Icofe,  and  did 
ten  times  more  mifchier  than  John  had  ever  done  *. 
This  made  a  fine  laugh  all  round  the  country  ;  every 
body  faid  it  ferved  them  jufl  right  ;  and  10  be  fure  it 
did,  for  they  fhould  have  looked  at  home,  and  mind 
ed  their  own  Bull,  and  not  run  bawling  about  after 
Old  John. 


*  Alluding,  under  the  character  of  their  own  Hull,  to  the  infur- 
reftion,  which,  when  this  tra6t  was  publiflied,  had  juft  broken  out 
in  the  Weftern  counties  of  Penniylvania.  The  people  in  thole 
counties  refufed  to  conform  to  an  excite  law,  laying  a  tax  on, 
•Lvhi/kcy.  They  took  up  arms,  committed  many  violences,  and 
leveral  murders.  The  infurreftion,  at  one  time,  affumed  a  very 
formidable  aipecl;  but  by  the  fpirited  conduct  of  the  Federal  Go 
vernment,  it  was,  though  at  a  vaft  expenfe,  happily  put  an  enci 
to.  While  America  was  in  this  lituation,  it  was  perfectly  ridicu 
lous  to  hear  Americans  reviling  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  QI^ 
account  ef  the  Birmingham  riots. 

END  OF  PRIESTLEY'S  EMIGRATION. 


ACCOUNT 

OF    THE 

.        INSURRECTION 

IN  THE 

WESTERN    COUNTIES 

OF 

PENNSYLVANIA, 

IN    1794. 


ACCOUNT 


OP    THE 


WESTERN  INSURRECTION. 


.AMONGST  all  the  itinerant  philosopher?,  who  have 
embarked  lor  the  United  States  in  iearch  of  that 
order,  peace,  and  universal  love,  which  they  have 
declared  to  be  the  natural  fruit  of  republican  govern 
ment,  no  one  ever  arrived  at  a  more  unlucky  period 
than  Doclor  Prieitley.  A  rebellion,  and  a  rebellion 
on  account  of  taxes  too,  had  juft  broken  out  as  he 
fet  his  foot  on  the  ihore.  As  this  rebellion  is  the 
principal  event  which  took  place  in.  America  during 
the  latter  months  of  i  794, 1  lhall  make  it,  principally, 
the  iubject  of  the  chajm  between  the  publication  of 
PRIESTLEY'S  EMIGRATION  and  the  BONE  TO  GXAVT 
TOR  THE  DEMOCRATS. 

In  the  Summary  F"it>w  the  rife  of  rebellion  has  been 
traced  back  to  the  principles  imbibed  from  the  Ame 
rican  revolution,  brought  into  action  by  the  recent 
example  of  the  rebels  in  France,  and  by  the  immediate 
influence  of  the  Democratic  or  Jacobin  Societies  et- 
tabliihed  in  the  United  States.  Its  progrefs  to  the" 
time  that  it  was  found  neceflary  to  levy  an  army  for 
its  fuppreflion,  cannot  be  more  clearly  or  accurately 
defcribed  than  it  was  done  in  the  fiatemcnt  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Hamilton,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treafury, 
whole  Report  on  the  fubjecl  I  here  infert  at  length. 

<c   Treafury 
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"  Treafury  Department,  Augujl  16,  1794=.' 
"  SIR, 

"  It  appears  probable,  that  advantages  will  refult 
from  giving  to  the  citizens  at  large  full  information 
on  the  fubjecl  of  the  difturbances  which  exift  in  the 
weitern  parts  of  Pennfylvania.  With  this  view,  if  no 
objection  to  the  meafure  fhoiild  occur  to  you,  I  would 
caufe  a  publication  to  be  made  of  the  Report  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  you>  dated  the  5th  mil. 
"  With  the  mofl  perfect  refpeol, 

"  I  hjive  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
"Your  rnofi:  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

"  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON* 
"  The  Present  of  the 
United  States." 

"  SIR,  United  States,  igth  Augiift,  1794. 

"  I  am  directed  by  the  Prefident  to  inform  you,  in 
reply  to  your  letter  of  the  i6th  inftant,  that,  relying 
that  the  facts  contained  in  the  Report  have  been  dated 
with  due  care,  and  from  authentic  fources,  he  per 
ceives  no  objection  to  the  publication  of  it,  as  pro- 
pofcd.  I  am,  &c< 

"  Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 

"  B.  DAINDRIDGE. 
€t  The  Secretary  of  the  Treafury" 

"  SIR,  Treafury  Department ',  Auguft  $th>  1 794. 
"  The  difagreeable  criiis  at  which  matters  have 
lately  arrived  in  ibme  of  the  weftern  counties  of 
Penniylvania?  with  regard  to  the  laws  laying  duties 
on  fpirits  diftilled  within  the  United  States,  and  on 
Hills,  feems  to  render  proper  a  review  of  the  eircum- 
ilances  which  have  attended  thofe  laws  in  that  Icene, 
from  their  commencement  to  the  prefent  time,  and  of 
the  conduct  which  has  hitherto  been  obferved  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  its  motive  and  efleft-— in 

order 
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order  lo  a  better  judgment  of  the  meafures  neceifary 
to  be  purfued  in  the  exifting  emergency. 

"  The  oppoiition  to  thole  laws  in  the  four  moft 
weilern  counties  of  Pennfylvania  (Alleghany,  Walh- 
ington,  Fayette,  and  Weltmoreland)  commenced  as 
early  as  they  were  known  to  have  been  palfed.  It 
has  continued,  with  different  degrees  of  violence,  in 
the  different  counties,  and  at  different  periods.  But 
Wafhington  has  uniformly  diftinguifhed  its  relilt- 
ance,  by  a  more  exceffive  tpirit  than  has  appeared  in 
the  other  counties,  and  feems  to  have  been  chiefly 
inflrumental  in  kindling  and  keeping  alive  the  flame. 

"  The  oppoiition  firft  manifefled  itfelf  in  the 
milder  fhape  of  the  circulation  of  opinions  unfavour 
able  to, the  law,  and  calculated,  by  the  influence  of 
public  d'fefteem,  to  difcourage  the  accepting  or  hold 
ing  of  offices  under  it,  or  the  complying  with  it  by 
thofe  who  might  be  fo  difpofed ;  to  which  was  added 
the  fhow  of  a  difcontinuance  of  the  bufinefs  of  dif- 
tilling. 

"  Thefe  expedients  were  fhortly  after  fucceeded  by 
private  affociations  to  forbear  compliance  with  the 
law.  But  it  was  not  long  before  thefe  more  negative 
modes  of  oppoiition  were  perceived  to  be  likely  to 
prove  ineffectual.  And  in  proportion  as  this  was 
the  cafe,  and  as  the  means  of  introducing  the  laws 
into  operation  were  put  into  execution,  the  difpofi- 
tion  to  refinance  became  more  turbulent  and  more 
inclined  to  adopt  and  praclife  violent  expedients. 
The  officers  now  began  to  experience  marks  of  con 
tempt  and  infult.  Threats  againfl  them  became 
frequent  and  loud  ;  and  after  fome  time,  thefe  threats 
were  ripened  into  acts  of  ill  treatment  and  outrage. 

"  Thefe  acls  of  violence  were  preceded  by  certain 
meetings  of  malcontent  perfons,  who  entered  iuto 
retaliations  calculated  at  once  to  confirm,  inflame, 
and  fyftematize  the  fpirit  of  oppoiition. 

"  The  firfl  of  thefe  meetings  was  holden  at  a  place 

VOL.  i.  Q,  called 
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called  Red  Stone  Old  Fort,  on  the  zjth  of  July, 
1791,  where  it  was  concerted  that  county  commit 
tees  fhould  be  convened  in  the  four  counties,  at  the 
refpective  feats  of  juftice  therein.  On  the  2jd  of 
Auguil  following,  one  of  thefe  committees  affembled 
in  the  county  of  Wafhington. 

"  This  meeting  paired  fome  intemperate  refolu- 
tions,  which  were  afterwards  printed  in  the  Pitfiburg 
Gazette,  containing  a  ftrong  cenfure  on  the  law,  de 
claring  that  any  perfon  •who  had  accepted  or  might  ac 
cept  an  office  under  Congrefs,  in  order  to  carry  it  into 
effecJyJhould  be  conjidered  as  inimical  lo  the  inter  efts  of 
the  country  ;  and  recommending  to  the  Citizens  of  Wajh- 
ington  county  to  treat  every  perfon  who  had  accepted  or 
might  hereafter^accept  any  fuch  office,  with  contempt,  and 
abfolutely  to  refufe  all  kinds  of  communication  or  inter- 
courfe  with  the  officers,  and  to  withhold  from  them  all 
mdjfupport,  or  comfort. 

"  Not  content  with  this  vindictive  profcription  of 
thofe  who  might  efteein  it  their  duty,  in  the  capacity 
of  officers,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  conftitu- 
lional  laws  of  the  land,  the  meeting  proceeded  to 
accumulate  topics  of  crimination  of  the  Government, 
though  foreign  to  each  other ;  authorizing,  by  this 
zeal  for  cenfure,  a  fufpicion  that  they  were  actuated, 
not  merely  by  the  diflike  of  a  particular  law,  but  by 
a  difpofition  to  render  the  Government  itfelf  unpo 
pular  and  odious. 

u  This  meeting,  in  further  profecution  of  their 
plan,  deputed  three  of  their  members  to  meet  dele 
gates  from  the  counties  of  Weitmoreland,  Fayette, 
and  Allegheny,  on  the  ift  Tuefday  of  September  fol 
lowing,  for  the  purpofe  of  expreiiing  the  fenfe  of  the 
people  of  thofe  counties  in  an  addrefs  to  the  Legif- 
lature  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  fubjecl  of  the 
Excife  Law  and  other  grievances. 

"  Another  meeting  accordingly  took  place  on  the 
Jth  of  September,  1791,  at  Pittfburg,  in  the  county 

of 
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of  Alleghany,  at  which  there  appeared  perfons  in 
chara61er  of  delegates  from  the  four  weftern  counties. 

i{  This  meeting  entered  into  refolutions  morecom- 
prehenlive  in  their  objects,  and  not  lefs  inflammatory 
in  their  tendency,  than  thofe  which  had  before  palTed 
the  meeting  in  Wafhington.  Their  refolutions  con 
tained  fevere  cenfures  not  only  on  the  law  which  was 
the  immediate  fubjecT:  of  objection,  but  upon  what 
they  termed  the  exorbitant  ialaries  of  officers ;  the 
vmreafonable  intereft  of  the  public  debt;  the  want 
of  difcrimination  between  original  holders  and  tranf- 
ferrees,  and  the  inftitution  of  a  national  bank. 

"  The  fame  unfriendly  temper  towards  the  Govern 
ment  of  the  United  States,  which  feemed  to  have  led 
out  of  their  way  the  meeting  at  Wafhington,  appears 
to  have  produced  a  limilar  wandering  in  that  at  Pittf- 
burg. 

"  Areprefentation  to  Congrefs,  and  a  remonftrance 
to  the  Legiflature  of  Penrifylvania  agairifr  the  law 
more  particularly  complained  of,  were  prepared  by 
this  meeting,  publifhed  together  with  their  other 
proceedings  in  the  Pittlburg  Gazette,  and  afterwards 
prefented  to  the  refpective  bodies  to  whom  they  were 
addreffed. 

"  Thefe  meetings,  compofed  of  very  influential  in 
dividuals,  and  conducted  without  moderation  or  pru 
dence,  are  juftly  chargeable  with  the  excefTes  which 
have  been  from  time  to  time  commitfcd  ;  ferving  to 
give  coniiftency  to  an  oppofition  which  has  at  length 
matured  to  a  point  that  threatens  the  foundations  of 
the  Government  and  of  the  Union,  unlefs  fpeedily 
and  effectually  fubdued. 

"  On  the  6th  of  the  fame  month  of  September,  the 
oppolition  broke  out  in  an  a 61  of  violence  upon  the 
perfon  and  property  of  Robert  Johnfon,  collector  of 
the  revenue  for  the  counties  of  Alleghany  and  Wafh 
ington. 

"  A  party  of  men,  armed  and  difguifed,  waylaid 
a  2  him 
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him  at  a  place  on  Pigeon  Creek,  in  Wafhington 
county,  feized,  tarred  and  feathered  him,  cut  off  .his 
hair,  and  deprived  him  of  his  horfe,  obliging  iiim  to 
travel  on  foot  a  conliderable  diftance  in  that  morti 
fying  and  painful  lituation. 

"  The  cafe  was  brought  before  the  diflricl  court  of 
Pennfylvania,  out  of  which  proceiTes  iflued  againft 
John  Robertfon,  John  Hamilton,  and  Thomas 
M'Comb,  three  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  out 
rage. 

"  The  ferving  of  thefe  proceffes  was  confided  by 
the  then  Marfhal,  Clement  Biddle,  to  his  deputy  Jo- 
feph  Fox,  who  in  the  month  of  Oclober  went  into 
Alleghany  county  for  the  purpofe  of  ferving  them. 

"  The  appearance  and  circum  fiances,  which  Mr. 
Fox  obferved  himfelf  in  the  courfe  of  his  journey, 
and  learnt  afterwards  upon  his  arrival  at  Pittlburg, 
had  the  effect  of  deterring  him  from  the  fervice  of 
the  procefles,  and  unfortunately  led  to  adopt  the  in 
judicious  and  fruitlefs  expedient  of  fending  them  to 
the  parties  by  a  private  meffenger,  under  cover. 

"  The  Deputy's  report  to  the  Marfhal  flares  a 
number  of  particulars,  evincing  a  conliderable  fer 
mentation  in  the  part  of  the  county  to  which  he  was 
fent,  and  inducing  a  belief  on  his  part,  that  he  could 
not  with  fafety  have  executed  the  proccffes.  The 
Marfhal,  tranfmittingthis  report  to  the  diftricl  attor 
ney,  makes  tl^p  following  obfervations  upon  it. 

"  I  am  forry  to  add,  that  he  (the  Deputy)  found 
the  people  in  general  in  the  weflern  part  of  the  State 
at,  and  particularly  beyond,  the  Alleghany  moun 
tains,  in  fuch  a  ferment  on  account  of  the  a 61  of  Con- 
grefs  for  laying  a  duty  oh  di  frilled  fpirits,  and  fo 
many  oppofed  to  the  execution  of  the  faid  act,  and 
from  a  variety  of  threats  to  himfelf  perfonally,  al 
though  he  took  the  utmofr.  precaution  to  conceal  his 
errand,  that  he  was  not  only  convinced  of  the  im- 
-  poffibility  of  ferving  the  procefs,  but  that  any  attempt 

to 
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to  effedl  it  would  have  occalioned  the  mofl  violent 
oppoiition  from  the -greater  part  of  the  inhabitants; 
and  he  declares  that  if  he  had  attempted  it,  he  be 
lieves  he  ihould  not  have  returned  alive. 

"  I  fpared  no  expenfe  nor  pains  to  have  tae  pro- 
cefs  of  the  court  executed,  and  have  not  the  leaft 
doubt  that  my  deputy  would  have  accomplifhcd  it, 
if  it  could  have  been  done. 

"  The  reality  of  the  danger  to  the  Deputy  was 
countenanced  by  the  opinion  of  Gen,  Neville,  the 
infpeclor  of  the  revenue  ;  a  man  who  before  had 
given,  and  iince  has  given,  numerous  proofs  of  a 
iteady  and  firm  temper  ;  aud  what  followed  is  a 
further  confirmation  of  it. 

"  The  perfon  who  had  been  fent  with  the  pre 
cedes,  was  feized,  whipped,  tarred,  and  feathered  ; 
and  after  having  his  money  and  horfe  taken  from 
him,  was  blindfolded  and  tied  in  the  woods;  in  which 
condition  he  remained  for  five  hours. 

"  Very  ferious  reflections  naturally  occurred  upon 
this  occafion.  It  feemed  highly  probable,  from  the 
ifTue  of  the  experiment  which  had  been  made,  that 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  civil  procefs  would  be  inef- 
feclual  for  enforcing  the  execution  of  the  law  in  the 
fcene  in  queflion,  and  that  a  perfeverance  in  this 
courfe  might  lead  to  a  ferious  concuffion.  The  law 
itfelf  was  ftill  in  the  infancy  of  its  operation,  and  far 
from  eftablifhed  in  other  important  portions  of  the 
Union.  Prejudices  againft  it  had  been  induftrioufly 
diffeminated,  mifreprefentations  diffufed,  mifconcep- 
tions  foflered.  The  Legiflature  of  the  United  States 
had  not  yet  organized  the  means  by  which  the  Ex 
ecutive  could  come  in  aid  of  the  Judiciary,  when 
found  incompetent  to  the  execution  of  the  laws.  If 
neither  of  thefe,  impediments  to  a  decifive  exertion 
had  exifled,  it  was  defirable,  efpecially  in  a  repub 
lican  Government,  to  avoid  what  is  in  fuch  cafes  the 

a  3  ultimate 
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ultimate  refort,  till  all  the  milder  means  had  been 
tried  without  iuccefs. 

"  Under  the  united  influence  of  thefe  confider- 
ations,  it  appeared  advifable  to  forbear  urging  co 
ercive  meafures,  till  the  laws  had  gone  into  more  ex- 
tenfive  operation  ;  till  further  time  for  reflection  and 
experience  of  its  operation  had  ferved  to  correcl  falfe 
impreffions,  and  infpire  greater  moderation  ;  and 
till  the  Legiflature  had  had  an  opportunity,  by  a  re- 
viiion  of  the  law,  to  remove,  as  far  as  poffible,  objec 
tions,  and  to  reinforce  the  provifions  forfecuring  its 
execution. 

C(  Other  incidents  occurred  from  time  to  time, 
\vhich  are  further  proofs  of  the  very  improper  temper 
that  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  refractory 
counties. 

"  Mr.  Johnfon  was  not  the  only  officer,  who  about 
the  fame  period  experienced  outrage.  Mr.  Wells, 
collector  of  the  revenue  for  Weftmoreland  and 
Fayette,  was  alfo  ill-treated  at  Greeniburgand  Union 
Town ;  nor  were  the  outrages  perpetrated  confined 
to  the  officers  ;  they  extended  to  private  citizens, 
-who  only  dared  to  fhow  their  refpecl:  for  the  laws  of 
their  country. 

"  Sometime  in  Odober,  1791,  an  unhappy  man, 
of  the  name  of  Wilfon,  a  fl ranger  in  the  country, 
and  manifeftly  difordered  in  his  intellects,  imagining 
himfelfto  be  a  collector  of  the  revenue,  orinvefled 
with  fome  truft  in  relation  to  it,  was  ib  unlucky  as  to 
make  inquiries  concerning  the  diftillers  who  had 
entered  their  it  ills  ;  giving  out  that  he  was  to  travel 
through  the  United  States,  to  afcertain  and  report  to 
Congrefs  the  number  of  Hills,  &c.  This  man  was 
purfued  by  a  party  in  difguife,  taken  out  of  his  bed, 
carried  about  five  miles*  back,  to  a  fmith's  fhop,  Grip 
ped  of  his  clothes,  which  were  afterwards  burnt,  and 
after  having  been  himfelf  inhumanly  burnt  in  feveral 
places,  with  a  heated  iron,  was  tarred  and  feathered, 

and 
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and  about  daylight  difniiffed,  naked,  wounded,  and 
otherwife  in  a  very  fuffering  condition.  Thefe  par 
ticulars  are  communicated  in  a  letter  from  the  Infpec- 
tor  of  the  revenue,  of  the  j  yth  of  November,  who 
declares  that  he  had  then  himfelf  feen  the  unfortunate 
maniac,  the  abufe  of  whom,  as  he  exprefTes  it,  ex 
ceeded  defcription,  and  was  fufficient  to  make  hu 
man  nature  fhudder.  The  affair  is  the  more  extra 
ordinary,  as  perfons  of  weight  and  confideration  in 
that  country  are  underfiood  to  have  been  aclors  in  it, 
and  as  the  fymptoms  of  infanity  were  during  the 
whole  time  of  inflicting  the  punifhment  apparent — 
the  unhappy  fufferer  difplaying  the  heroic  fortitude  of 
a  man  who  conceived  himfelf  to  be  a  martyr  to 
the  difcharge  of  fome  important  duty. 

"  Not  long  after  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Rofe- 
berry  underwent  the  humiliating  punifhment  of  tar 
ring  and  feathering  with  fome  aggravations,  for  hav 
ing  in  converfation  hazarded  the  very  natural  and 
juft,  but  unpalatable  remark,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country  could  not  reafonably  expeft  protection 
from  a  Government  whofe  laws  they  fo  ftrenuoufly 
oppofed. 

(e  The  audacity  of  the  perpetrators  of  thefe  ex- 
cefTes  was  fo  great,  that  an  armed  banditti  ventured 
to  feize  and  carry  off  two  perfons,  who  were  wit- 
neffes  againft  the  rioters  in  the  cafe  of  Wilfon,  in. 
order  to  prevent  their  giving  teflimony  of  the  riot  to 
a  court  then  fitting,  or  about  to  fit. 

<c  Defigns  of  perfonal  violence  againfl  the  Infpec- 
tor  of  the  revenue  himfelf,  to  force  him  to  a  refig- 
nation,  were  repeatedly  attempted  to  be  put  in  exe 
cution  by  armed  parties,  but  by  different  circum- 
fiances  were  fruit  rated. 

"  In  the  feffion  of  Congrefs  which  commenced  in 
October,  1791,  the  law,  laying  a  duty  on  diflilled 
fpirits  and  flills,  came  under  the  revifion  of  Congrefs, 
£S  had  been  anticipated.  By  an  act  paffed  May  8th, 
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1792,  during  that  feffion,  material  alterations  wer£ 
made  in  it :  among  thefe,  the  duty  was  reduced  to  a 
rate  fo  moderate,  as  to  have  lilenced  complaint  on 
that  head  ;  and  anew  and  very  favourable  alternative 
was  given  to  the  diftiller,  that  of  paying  a  monthly 
inflead  of  a  yearly  rate,  according  to  the  capacity  of 
his  tfill,  with  liberty  to  take  a  licenfe  for  the  precife 
term  which  he  mould  intend  to  work  it,  and  to  renew 
that  licenfe  for  a  farther  term  or  time. 

"  The  amending  acl,  in  its  progrefs  through  the 
Legiflature,  engaged  the  particular  attention  of  mem 
bers  who  themfelves  were  interefted  in  diftilleries, 
and  of  "others  who  reprefented  parts  of  the  country 
in  which  -the  bufinefs  of  diftilling  was  extenlively 
carried  on. 

"  Objections  were  well  confidered,  and  great  pains 
taken  to  obviate  all  fucli  as  had  the  femblance  of  rea- 
fonablrnefs. 

<c  The  effect  has  in  a  great  meafure  correfponded 
with  the  views  of  the  Legiflature.  Oppofition  has 
fubfided  in  leveraldiflricts  where  it  be  fore  prevailed  ; 
and  it  was  natural  to  entertain  and  not  eafy  to  aban 
don  a  hope,  that  the  fame  thing  would  by  degrees 
have  taken  place  in  the  four  weilern  counties  of  this 
State. 

"  But  notwithltanding  fome  flattering  appear 
ances  at  particular  junctures,  and  infinite  pains  by 
various  expedients  to  produce  the  delirable  iffue, 
the  hope  entertained  has  never  been  realized,  and  is 
now  at  an  end,  as  far  as  the  ordinary  means  of  exe 
cuting  laws  are  concerned. 

"  The  firft  law  had  left  the  number  and  pofitions 
of  the  officers  of  infpeclion,  which  were  to  be  eita- 
blifhed  in  each  diflrict  for  receiving  entries  of  flills, 
to  the  difcretion  of  the  ftipcrvifor.  The  fecond,  to 
iecure  a  due  accommodation  to  diflillers,  provides 
peremptorily,  that  there  fhall  be  one  in  each 
county. 

«  The 
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cc  The  idea  was  immediately  embraced,  that  it 
was  a  very  important  point  in  the  fcheme  of  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  law  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  offices 
in  the  refpective  counties. 

"  For  this  purpofe,  the  intimidation  of  well-dif- 
pofed  inhabitants  was  added  to  the  plan  of  moleft- 
ing  and  obftrucling  the  officers  by  force  or  otherwife, 
as  might  be  neceffary.  So  efFe6tually  was  the  firft 
point  carried  (the  certain  deftruclion  of  property, 
and  the  peril  of  life  being  involved),  that  it  became 
almofl  impracticable  to  obtain  fuitable  places  for  of 
fices  in  fome  of  the  counties  ;  and,  when  obtained, 
it  was  found  a  matter  of  neceffity  in  almoft  every 
inftance  to  abandon  them. 

"  After  much  effort,  the  Infpec~lor  of  the  revenue 
fucceedcd  in  procuring  the  houfe  of  William  Faulk 
ner,  a  Captain  in  the  army,  for  an  office  of  infpec- 
tion  in  the  county  of  Wafhington.  This  took  place 
in  Auguft,  1792.  The  office  was  attended  by  the 
Infpedtor  of  the  revenue  in  perfon,  till  prevented  by 
the  following  incidents : 

"  Captain  Faulkner  being  in  purfuit  of  fome  de- 
ferters  from  the  troops,  was  encountered  by  a  num 
ber  of  people,  in  the  fame  neighbourhood  where  Mr. 
Johnfon  had  been  ill-treated  the  preceding  year,  who 
reproached  him  with  letting  his  houfe  for  an  office 
of  infpe&ion,  drew  a  knife  upon  him,  threatened  to 
fcalp  him,  tar  and  feather  him,  and  reduce  his  houfe 
and  property  to  afhes,  if  he  did  not  folemnly  pro- 
mife  to  prevent  the  further  ufe  of  his  houfe  for  an 
office.  Captain  Faulkner  was  induced  to  make  the 
promife  exacled  :  and,  in  confequence  of  the  cir- 
cumftance,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Infpedlor,  dated  the 
20th  of  Auguft,  countermanding  the  permiffion  for 
uiing  his  houfe  ;  and  the  day  following  gave  a  pub 
lic  notice  in  the  Pittfburg  Gazette,  that  the  office  of 
infpeclion  fhould  be  no  longer  kept  there. 

*e  At  the  fame  time  another  engine  of  oppoiition 

was 
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was  in  operation.  Agreeable  to  a  previous  notifica 
tion,  there  met  at  Pittfburg,  on  the  21  ft  of  Auguft, 
a  number  of  perfons  fryling  themfelves  '  A  meeting 
of  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  wefiern  counties  of 
Pennfylvania.* 

"  This  meeting  entered  into  refolutions  not  lefs 
exceptionable  than  thofe  of  its  predeceffors.  The 
.  preamble  fuggefts  that  a  tax  on  fpirituous  liquors  is 
unjull  in  itfelf,  and  oppreflive  upon  the  poor  ;  that 
internal  taxes  upon  confumption  mull  in  the  end  deftroy 
the  liberties  of  every  country  in  which  they  are  in 
troduced  ;  that  the  law  in  queftion,  from  certain  lo 
cal  circumftances  which  are  fpccified,  would  bring 
immediate  diftrefs  and  ruin  upon  the  weftern  country  ; 
and  concludes  with  the  fentiment,  that  they  think  it 
their  duty  to  pcriift  in  remonfi ranees  to  Congrefs, 
and  in  every  other  legal  meafure,  that  may  ohftrucl 
the  operation  of  the  law. 

"  The  refolutions  then  proceed  flrft  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  prepare  and  caufe  to  be  prefented  to 
Congrefs,  an  addrefs  ilating  objections  to  the  law, 
and  praying  for  its  repeal — Secondly,  to  appoint 
Committees  of  correfpondence  for  Wafhington,Fay- 
ette,  and  Alleghany,  charged  tocorrefpond  together, 
and  with  fuch  Committee  as  Ihould  be  appointed  for 
the  famepurpofc  in  the  county  of  Weflmoreland,  or 
with  any  Committees  of  a  fimilar  nature,  that  might 
be  appointed  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
alfo,  if  found  necefTary,  to  call  together  either  general 
meetings  of  the  people  in  their  refpeclive  counties, 
or  concurrences  of  the  feveral  Committees,  and  laftly 
to  declare  that  they  will  in  future  conlider  tbofe  who 
hold  offices  for  the  collection  of  the  duty,  as  unwor 
thy  of  their  friendfhip,  that  they  will  have  wo  inter- 
courfe  nor  dealings  with  them,  will  withdraw  from  them 
every  ajjiftance,  withhold  all  the  comforts  of  life  which 
depend  upon  thofe  duties  that  as  men  and  fellow -citizens 
we  owe  to  each  other,  and  will  upon  all  occajions  treat 

4  them 
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them  with  contempt  ;  earneftly  RECOMMENDING  IT  TO 
THE  PEOPLE  AT  LARGE,  TO  FOLLOW  THE  SAME  LltfE 
OF  CONDUCT  TOWARDS  THEM. 

"  The  idea  of  purfuing  /Vgvz/meafures  to  objlruft 
the  operation  of  a  law,  needs  little  comment.  Legal 
meafures  may  be  purfued  to  procure  the  repeal  of  a 
law,  but  to  obftruB  its  operation  prefents  a  contradic 
tion  in  terms.  The  operation,  or,  what  is  the  fame 
thing,  the  execution  of  a  law,  cannot  be  olftrucJed  after 
it  has  been  conftitntionally  enacled,  without  illega 
lity  and  crime.  The  expreffion  quoted  is  one  of 
thofe  phrafes,  which  can  only  be  ufed  to  conceal  a 
diforderly  and  culpable  intention  under  forms  that 
may  efcape  the  hold  of  the  law. 

66  Neither  was  it  difficult  to  perceive  that  the  ana 
thema  pronounced  againft  the  officers  of  the  revenue, 
placed  them  in  a  ilate  of  virtual  outlawry,  and  ope 
rated  as  a  iignal  to  all  thofe  who  were  bold  enough 
to  encounter  the  guilt  and  the  danger,  to  violate  both 
their  lives  and  their  properties. 

"  The  foregoing  proceedings,  asfoon  as  known,  were 
reported  by  the  Secretary  of  theTreafury  to  the  Pre- 
iident.  The  Preiident,  on  the  i5th  of  September, 
1792,  iffued  a  proclamation,  *  earneftly  admo- 
m'fning  and  exhorting  all  perfons  whom  it  may  con 
cern,  to  refrain  and  defift  from  all  unlawful  combi 
nations  and  proceedings  whatfoever,  having  for  ob 
ject  or  tending  to  obftrucl  the  operation  of  the  laws 
aforefaid,  inai'much  as  all  lawful  ways  and  means 
would  be  put  in  execution,  for  bringing  to  juilice 
the  infra ctors  thereof,  and  fecuring  obedience  thereto ; 
and  moreover,  charging  and  requiring  all  courts, 
magiflrates.  and  officers,  whom  it  might  concern,  ac 
cording  to  the  duties  of  their  feveral  offices,  to  exert 
the  powers  in  them  refpeclively  vefted  by  law  for  the 
purpofes  aforefaid  ;  thereby  alfo  enjoining  and  re 
quiring  all  perfons  whomsoever,  as  they  tendered 
the  welfare  of  their  country,  the  juft  and  due  autho 
rity 
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fity  of  Government,  and  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  peace,  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  therein  ac 
cording  to  law  ;'  and  likewife  direcled  that  profecu- 
tions  might  be  inftituted  a  gain  ft  the  offenders,  in 
the  cafes  in  which  the  laws  would  fupport,  and  the 
requiiite  evidence  could  be  obtained. 

"  Purfuant  to  thefe  inftruclions,  the  Attorney- 
general,  in  co-operation  with  the  Attorney  of  the 
cliftridt,  attended  a  circuit  court  which  was  holden  at 
York  Town,  in  Oclober,  1792,  for  the  purpofe  of 
bringing  forward  profecutions  in  the  proper  cafes. 

<c  Collateral  meafures  were  taken  to  procure  for 
this  purpofe  the  neceffary  evidence. 

"  The  Supervifor  of  the  revenue  was  fent  into  the 
oppofing  furvey,  to  afcertain  the  real  ftate  of  that 
furvey  ;  to  obtain  evidence  of  the  perfons  who  were 
concerned  in  the  riot  in  Faulkner's  cafe,  and  of 
thole  who  compofed  the  meeting  at  Pittfburg ;  to 
uphold  the  confidence  and  encourage  the  perfe- 
\Terance  of  the  officers  acting  under  the  law  ;  and  ta 
induce,  if  poffible,  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
ihe  furvey,  which  appeared  leaft  difinelined,  to  come 
voluntarily  into  the  law,  by  arguments  addreffed  to 
their  fenfe  of  duty,  and  exhibiting  the  eventual  dan 
gers  and  rnifchiefs  of  reliitance. 

"  The  million  of  the  Supervifor  had  no  other 
fruit  than  that  of  obtaining  evidence  of  the  perfons 
who  compofed  the  meeting  at  Pittiburg,  and  of 
two  who  were  underftood  to  be  concerned  in  the 
riot ;  and  a  confirmation  of  the  enmity  which  certain 
aclive  and  defigning  leaders  had  indullrioufly  infufed 
into  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants,  not  againft 
the  particular  laws  in  queftion  only,  but  of  a  more 
ancient  date,  againft  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  itfelf. 

"  The  then  Attorney-general  being  of  opinion 
that  it  was  at  beft  a  doubtful  point  whether  the  pro 
ceedings  of  the  meetings,  at  Pittfburg  contained  in- 
i  diftable 
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dictable  matter,  no  profecution  was  attempted  againft 
thole  who  compofed  it,  though,  if  the  ground  for 
proceeding  againfl  them  had  appeared  to  be  firm, 
it  is  prefumed  that  the  trueft  policy  would  have 
dictated  that  courfe. 

"  Indictments  were  preferred  to  the  circuit  court, 
and  found  againfi  the  two  peribns  underftood  to 
have  been  concerned  in  the  riot ;  and  the  ufual  mea- 
furea  were  taken  for  carrying  them  into  efFecl. 

"  But  it  appearing  afterwards,  from  various  re- 
prefentations,  iupported  by  fatisfaclory  teftimony, 
that  there  had  been  fome  mi  (take  as  to  the  perfons 
accufed,  juftice  and  policy  demanded  that  the  pro- 
fecutions  fhould  be  dif  continued  ;  which  was  ac 
cordingly  done. 

"  The  iffue  of  the  buiinefs  unavoidably  defeated 
the  attempt  to  eftablifh  examples  of  the  punifhment 
of  perfons  who  engaged  in  a  violent  reliftance  to  the 
laws,  and  left  the  officers  to  flruggle  againft  the 
ftream  of  refinance,  without  the  advantage  of  fuch 
examples. 

"  The  following  plan,  afterwards  fucceflively  put 
in  execution,  was  about  this  time  digefted,  for  car 
rying,  if  potlible,  the  laws  into  effecl,  without  the 
neceflity  of  recurring  to  force  : 

"  i.  To  profecute  delinquents  in  the  cafes  in 
which  it  could  be  clearly  done  for  non-compliance 
with  the  laws.  2.  To  intercept  the  markets  for  the 
furplus  produce  of  the  diftilleries  of  the  non-com 
plying  counties,  by  feizing  the  tpirits  in  the  way  to 
thofe  markets,  in  places  where  it  could  be  effected 
without  opposition.  3.  By  purchafes,  through  agents, 
for  the  life  of  the  army  (inftead  of  deriving  the  fup- 
ply  through  contractors  as  formerly),  confining  them 
to  fpirits,  in  refpect  to  which  there  had  been  a  com 
pliance  with  the  laws. 

"  The  motives  to  this  plan  fpeak  for  themfelves  : 
it  aimed,  belides  the  influence  of  penalties  on  delin 
quents, 
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quents,  at  making  it  the  general  intereft  of  the  di£ 
tillers  to  comply  with  the  laws,  by  interrupting  the 
market  for  a  very  confiderable  furplus,  and  by,  at 
the  fame  time,  confining  the  benefit  of  the  large  de 
mand  for  public  fervice  to  thofe  who  did  their  duty 
to  the  public,  and  furnifhing,  through  the  means  of 
payments  in  calh,  that  medium  for  paying  the  du 
ties,  the  want  of  which  was  alleged  to  be  a  great 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  compliance. 

"  But  two  cir-cum  fiances  confpired  to  counteract 
the  fuccefs  of  the  plan  ;  one,  the  neceflity  towards 
incurring  the  penalties  of  non-compliance,  of  there 
being  an  officer  of  infpeclion  in  each  county,  which 
was  prevented  in  fome  of  the  counties  by  the  means 
of  intimidation  pra&iled  for  that  purpofe  ;  another, 
tlie  non-extenfion  of  the  law  to  the  territory  north- 
well  of  the  Ohio,  into  which  a  large  proportion  of 
the  furplus  before  mentioned  was  fent. 

"  A  cure  for  tbefe  defects  could  only  come  from 
the  Legislature.  Accordingly,  in  the  feffion  which 
began  in  November,  1792,  meafures  were  taken 
for  procuring  a  further  revifion  of  the  laws.  A  bill 
containing  amendments  of  thofc  and  other  defeats 
was  brought  in  ;  but  it  fo  happened  that  this  objedl, 
by  reafon  of  more  urgent  buiinefs,  was  deferred  till 
towards  the'clofe  of  the  feffion,  and  finally  went  off 
through  the  ufual  hurry  of  that  period. 

"  The  continuance  of  the  erabarraflfment  incident 
to  this  ftate  of  things,  naturally  tended  to  diminiih 
much  the  efficacy  of  the  plan  which  had  been  devifed ; 
yet  it  was  refolved,  as  far  as  legal  proviiions  would 
bear  out  the  officers,  to  purfue  it  with  perfeverance  : 
there  was  ground  to  entertain  hopes  of  its  good  ef- 
fecl;  and  it  was  certainly  the  moft  likely  courfe 
which  could  have  been  adopted  towards  attaining 
the  objecl  of  the  laws  by  means  fhort  of  force,  evin 
cing,  unequivocally,  the  iincere  difpolition  to  avoid 

this 
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Ibis  painful  refort,  and  the  fteady  moderation  which 
has  characterized  the  meafures  of  the  Government. 

tc  In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  profecutions  were 
occasionally  inftituted  in  the  mildeft  forms,  feizures 
were  made  as  opportunities  occurred,  and  purchafes 
on  public  account  were  carried  on. 

"  It  may  be  incidentally  remarked,  that  thefe 
purchafes  were  extending  to  other  places  ;  where, 
though  the  fame  diforders  did  not  exift,  it  appeared 
advifable  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  the  duties  by 
this  fpecies  of  accommodation. 

"  Nor  was  this  plan,  notwithstanding  the  defi 
ciency  of  legal  provilion  which  impeded  its  full  exe 
cution,  without  correfponding  effects. 

"  Symptoms  from  time  to  time  appeared  which 
authorized  expectation,  that  with  the  aid,  at  another 
feffion,  of  the  defired  fupplementary  provifions,  it 
was  capable  of  accomplishing  its  end,  if  no  extra 
ordinary  events  occurred. 

"  The  opponents  of  the  laws,  not  infeniible  of 
the  tendency  of  that  plan,  nor  of  the  defects  in  the 
laws  which  interfered  with  it,  did  not  fail  from  time 
to  time  to  purfue  analogous  modes  of  counteraction. 
The  effort  to  fruftrate  the  eftablifhinent  of  offices  of 
infpection,  in  particular,  was  perfiired  in  and  even 
increafed ;  means  of  intimidating  officers  and  others 
continued  to  be  exerted. 

"  In  April,  -£793,  a  party  of  armed  men,  in  dif- 
guife,  made  an  attack  in  the  night  upon  the  houfe 
of  a  collector  of  revenue,  who  refided  in  Fayette 
county ;  but  he  happening  to  be  from  home,  they 
contented  themfelves  with  breaking  open  his  houfe, 
threatening,  terrifying,  and  abuling  his  family. 

ce  Warrants  were  iiiued  for  apprehending  feme  of 
the  rioters  upon  this  occaiion,  by  Ifaac  Mafon  and 
James  Findley,  affiftant  Judges  of  Fayette  county, 
which  were  delivered  to  the  Sheriff  of  that  county, 

who, 
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who,  it  feems,  refufed  to  execute  them  ;   for  which 
he  has  lince  been  indicted. 

"  This  is  at  once  an  example  of  a  difpofition  to 
fupport  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and  of  an  oppofite 
one,  in  the  local  officers  of  Pennfylvania  within  the 
non-complying  fcene  :  but  it  is  a  truth  too  important 
riot  to  be  noticed,  and  too  injurious  not  to  be  la 
mented,  that  the  prevailing  fpirit  of  tjiofe  officers 
has  been  either  hoitile  or  lukewarm  to  the  execution 
of  thofe  laws,  and  that  the  weight  of  an  unfriendly 
official  influence  has  been  one  of  the  moft  ferious 
ouilacles  with  which  they  have  had  to  ftruggle. 

"  In  June  following,  the  Infpector  of  the  revenue 
was  burnt  in  effigy  in  Alleghany  county,  at  a  place 
and  on  a  day  of  fome  public  election,  with  much 
difplay,  in  the  prefence  of,  and  without  interruption 
from  magiftrates  and  other  public  officers. 

u  On  the  night  of  the  220!  of  November,  another 
party  of  men,  Tome  of  them  armed,  and  all  in  dif- 
guife,  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  fame  collector  of 
Fayette,  which  had  been  vifited  in  April,  broke 
and  entered  it,  and  demanded  a  furrender  of  the 
officer's  commiffion  and  official  books.  Upon  his 
refilling  to  deliver  them  up,  they  prefented  piftols 
at  him,  and  fwore,  that,  if  he  did  not  comply,  they 
would  inilantly  put  him  to  death.  At  length  a  fur- 
render  of  the  commiffion  and  books  was  enforced  ; 
but  not  content  with  this,  the  rioters,  before  they 
departed,  required  of  the  officer  that  he  Ihould, 
within  two  weeks,  publifh  his  refignation,  on  pain 
of  another  vifit  and  the  deftruction  of  his  houie. 

"  Notwithstanding  thefe  excelfes,  the  laws  ap 
peared,  during  the  latter  periods  of  this  year  (1793), 
to  be  rather  gaining  ground  :  fcveral  principal  dif- 
tillers,  who  had  formerly  held  out,  complied,  and 
others  difcovered  a  difpofition  to  comply,  which 
was  only  retrained  by  the  fear  of  violence. 

"  But  thefe  favourable  circumfiances  ferved  to 
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beget  alarm  among  thofe  who  were  determined,  at 
all  events,  to  prevent  the  quiet  eftablifhment  of  the 
laws  :  it  ibon  appeared  that  they  meditated,  by  frefh 
and  greater  exceffes,  to  aim  a  flili  more  effectual 
blow  at  them,  to  fubdue  the  growing  fpirit  of  com 
pliance,  and  to  deflroy  entirely  the  organs  of  the 
laws  within  that  part  of  the  country,  by  compelling 
all  the  officers  to  renounce  their  offices. 

"  The  laft  proceeding,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Collector 
of  Fayette,  was  in  this  fpirit.  In  January  of  the 
prefent  year,  further  violences  appear  to  have  been 
perpetrated.  William  Richmond,  who  had  given 
information  againft  fome  of  the  rioters,  in  the  affair 
of  WILSON,  had  his  barn  burnt,  with  all  the  grain 
and  hay  which  it  contained ;  and  the  fame  thing 
happened  to  Robert  Shawhan,  a  diftiller,  who  had 
been  among  the  firft  to  comply  with  the  law,  and 
who  had  always  fpoken  favourably  of  it;  but  in 
neither  of  thefe  inftances  (which  happened  in  the 
county  of  Alleghany),  though  the  prefumptions 
were  violent,  was  any  pofitive  proof  obtained. 

"  The  Infpe&or  of  the  revenue,  in  a  letter  of  the 
a yth  of  February,  writes,  that  he  had  received  in 
formation,  that  perfons  living  near  the  dividing  line 
of  Alleghany  and  Wafhington,  had  thrown  out 
threats  of  tarring  and  feathering  one  William 
Cochran,  a  complying  difHller,  and  of  burning  his 
diftillery  ;  and  that  it  had  alfo  been  given  out,  that 
in  three  weeks  there  would  not  be  a  houfe  flanding 
in  Alleghany  county,  of  any  perfon  who  had  com 
plied  with  the  laws ;  in  conlequence  of  which  he 
had  been  induced  to  pay  a  viiit  to  feveral  leading  in 
dividuals  in  that  quarter,  as  well  to  afcertain  the 
truth  of  the  information  as  to  endeavour  to  avert 
the  attempt  to  execute  fuch  threats. 

"  It  appeared  afterwards,  that  on  his  return 
home  he  had  been  purfued  by  a  collection  of  difor- 
derly  perfons,  threatening,  as  they  went  along, 
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vengeance  again  ft  him.  On  their  way  thefe  men 
called  at  the  houfe  of  James  Kiddoe,  who  had  re 
cently  complied  with  the  laws,  broke  into  his  ftill- 
houfe,  fired  feveral  balls  under  his  Hill,  andfcattered 
fire  over  and  about  the  houfe. 

"  Letters  from  the  Infpe&or  in  March,  announce 
an  increafed  activity  in  promoting  oppofition  to  the 
laws;  frequent  meetings  to  cement  and  extend  the 
combinations  againft  it ;  ai.d  among  other  means 
for  this  purpofe,  a  plan  of  collecting  a  force  to  feize 
him,  compel  him  to  refign  his  commhTion,  and  de 
tain  him  prifoner,  probably  as  a  hoftage. 

"  In  May  and  June  new  violences  were  com 
mitted.  James  Kiddoe,  the  perfon  above  men 
tioned,  and  William  Cochran,  another  complying 
diftiller,  met  with  repeated  injury  to  their  property. 
Kiddoe  had  parts  of  his  grift-mill,  at  different  times, 
carried  away ;  and  Cochran  fuffered  more  material 
injuries  :  his  ftill  was  deftroyed,  his  faw-mill  was 
rendered  ufelefs  by  the  taking  away  of  the  faw,  and 
his  grift-mill  fo  injured  as  to  require  to  be  repaired 
at  considerable  expenfe. 

"  At  the  laft  viiit  a  note  in  writing  was  left,  re 
quiring  him  to  publifh  what  he  had  fuffered  in  the 
Pittfburg  Gazette,  on  pain  of  another  vilit,  in 
which  he  is  threatened  in  figurative,  but  intelligible 
terms,  with  the  definition  of  his  property  by  fire ; 
thus  adding  to  the  profligacy  of  doing  wanton  inju 
ries  to  a  fellow-citizen,  the  tyranny  of  compelling 
him  to  be  the  publifher  of  his  wrongs. 

"  June  being  the  month  for  receiving  annual  en 
tries  of  ftills,  endeavours  were  ufed  to  open  offices 
in  Weftmoreland  and  VVafhington,  where  it  had 
been  hitherto  found  impracticable.  With  much 
pains  and  difficulty  places  were  procured  for  the  pur 
pofe  ;  that  in  Weftmoreland  was  repeatedly  attacked 
in  the  night  by  armed  men,  who  frequently  fired 
upon  it ;  but  according  to  a  report  which  has  been 
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made  to  this  department,  it  was  defended  with  fo 
much  courage  and  perfeverance  by  John  Wells,  an 
auxiliary  officer,  and  Philip  Ragan,  the  owner  of 
the  houfe,  as  to  have  been  maintained  during  the  re 
mainder  of  the  month. 

"  That  in  Wafhington,  after  repeated  attempts, 
was  fuppreffed.  The  firft  attempt  was  confined  to 
pulling  down  the  lign  of  the  office,  and  threats  of 
future  deftruclion.  The  fecond  effected  the  object 
in  the  following  mode  : — About  twelve  perfons, 
armed  and  painted  black,  in  the  night  of  the  6th  of 
June,  broke  into  the  houfe  of  John  Lynn,  where 
the  office  was  kept,  and  after  having  treacheroufly 
feduced  him  to  come  down  ftairs,  and  put  himfelf 
in  their  power  by  a  promife  of  fafety  to  himfelf  and 
his  houfe,  they  feized  and  tied  him,  threatened  to 
hang  him,  took  him  to  a  retired  fpot  in  the  neigh 
bouring  wood,  and  there,  after  cutting  off  his  hair, 
tarring  and  feathering  him,  fwore  him  never  again 
to  allow  the  ufe  of  his  houfe  for  an  office,  never  to 
difclofe  their  names,  and  never  again  to  have  any 
fort  of  agency  in  aid  of  the  excife :  having  done 
which,  they  bound  him  naked  to  a  tree,  and  left 
him  in  that  lituation  till  morning,  when  he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  extricating  himfelf.  Not  content  with 
this,  the  malcontents,  fome  days  after,  made  him, 
another  vifit,  pulled  down  part  of  his  houfe,  and 
put  him  in  a  iituation  to  be  obliged  to  become  an 
exile  from  his  own  home,  and  to  find  an  afylum 
el  fe  where. 

"  During  this  time  feveral  of  the  diftillers,  who 
had  made  entries  and  benefited  by  them,  refufeA 
the  payment  of  the  duties,  actuated,  no  doubt,  by 
various  motives. 

"  Indications  of  apian  to  proceed  againft  the  Ifl^ 
fpector  of  the  revenue,  in  the  manner  which  has 
been  before  mentioned,  continued.  In  a  letter 
from  him  of  the  loth  of  July,  he  obferved,  that  the 
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threatened  vifit  had  not  yet  been  made,  though  he 
had  ftill  reafon  to  ex  peel:  it. 

"  In  the  feflion  of  Congrefs  which  began  in  De 
cember,  1793,  a  bill  for  making  the  amendments 
in  the  laws,  which  had  been  for  fome  time  derired, 
was  brought  in,  and  on  the  5th  of  June  lad  became 
a  law. 

"  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  different  ftages 
of  this  bufinefs  were  regularly  notified  to  the  mal 
contents,  and  that  a  conviction  of  the  tendency  of 
the  amendments  contemplated  to  effecluate  the  ex 
ecution  of  the  law,  had  matured  the  reiblution  to 
bring  matters  to  a  violent  crilis. 

"  The  increaiing  energy  of  the  oppofition  ren 
dered  it  indifpenfable  to  meet  the  evil  with  propor 
tionable  decifion.  The  idea  of  giving  time  for  the 
law  to  extend  itfelf,  in  fccnes  where  the  diffatif- 
faction  with  it  was  the  effect,  not  of  improper  fpirit, 
but  of  caufes  which  were  of  a  nature  to  yield  to  rea 
fon,  reflection,  and  experience  (which  had  con- 
ftantly  weighed  in  the  eftimate  of  the  meafures  pro 
per  to  be  purfued),  had  had  its  effect  in  an  exten- 
Jive  degree.  The  experiment,  too,  had  been  long 
enough  tried  to  afcertain,  that,  where  refi (lance  con 
tinued,  the  root,  of  the  evil  lay  deep,  and  required 
meafures  of  greater  efficacy  than  had  been  purfued. 
The  laws  had  undergone  repeated  revilions  of  the 
Legiflative  Reprefentatives  of  the  Union,  and  had 
virtually  received  their  repeated  fanction,  without 
even  an  attempt,  as  far  as  is  now  recollected,  or  can 
be  traced,  to  effect  their  repeal,  affording  an  evi 
dence  of  the  general  fenle  of  the  community  in  their 
favour.  Complaints  began  to  be  loud,  from  com 
plying  quarters,  againfi  the  impropriety  and  in- 
juftice  of  fuffering  the  laws  to  remain  unexecuted 
in  others.  »*;<*.;. 

"  Under  the  united  influence  of  thcfe  coniidera- 
lions,  there  was  no  choice  but  to  try  the  efficiency 
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of  the  laws  in  prolecuting,  with  vigour,  delinquents 
and  offenders. f 

66  Procefs  iffued  againfl  a  number  of  non-com 
plying  diitillers  in  the  counties  of  Fayette  and 
Allcghany  ;  and  indictments  having  been  found  at  a 
circuit  court,  holden  at  Philadelphia  in  July  laft, 
againfl  Robert  Smille!and  John  M'Culloch,  two  of 
the  rioters  in  the  attack  which,  in  November  pre 
ceding,  had  been  made  upon  the  houfe  of  a  Col 
lector  of  the  revenue  in  Fayette  county,  procetfes 
iffued  againfl  them  alfo  to  bring  them  to  trial,  and, 
if  guilty,  to  punifhment. 

"  The  Marfhal  of  the  diftricl:  went  in  perfon  to 
ferve  thete  procefTes  :  he  executed  his  trufl  without 
interruption,  though  under  many  difcouraging  cir- 
cumftances,  in  Fayette  county  ;  but  while  he  was 
in  the  execution  of  it  in  Alleghany  county,  being 
then  accompanied  by  the  Infpcclor  of  the  revenue, 
(to  wit)  on  the  i5th  of  July  lafl,  he  was  befet  on 
the  road  by  a  party  of  from  thirty  to  forty  armed 
men,  who,  after  much  previous  irregularity  of  con- 
duel,  finally  fired  upon  him,  but,  as  it  happened, 
without  injury  either  to  him  or  to  the  Infpedor. 

"  This  attempt  on  the  Marfhal  was  but  the  pre 
lude  of  greater  excefles. 

"  About  break  of  day,  the  i6th  of  July,  in  con 
formity  with  a  plan  which  feems  to  have  been  for 
fome  time  entertained,  and  which  probably  was  only 
accelerated  by  the  coining  of  the  Marfhal  into  the 
furvey,  an  attack  by  about  one  hundred  perfons, 
armed  with  guns  and  other  weapons,  was  made 
upon  the  houfe  of  the  Infpeftor  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pittfburg.  The  Infpeclor,  though  alone,  vigor- 
oufly  defended  himfelf  againfl  the  affailants,  and 
obliged  them  to  retreat  without  accomplifliing  their 
purpofe. 

"  Apprehending  that  the  bufinefs  would  not  ter 
minate  here,  he  made  application  by  letter  to  the 
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Judges,    Generals  of   militia,    and  Sheriff  of  the 
county,   for  protection.     A  reply  to  his  application, 
from  John  Wilkins,  jun.  and   John   Gibfon,  ma- 
giflrates  and  militia  officers,  informed  him,  that  the 
laws  could  not  be  executed  fo  as  to  afford  him  the 
protection  to  which  he  was  entitled,  owing  to  the 
too  general  combination  of  the  people  in  that  part 
of  Pennfylvania  to  oppofe  the  revenue  law  ;  adding, 
that  they  would  take  every  ilep  in  their  power  to 
bring  the  rioters  to  juftice,  and  would  be  glad  to  re 
ceive  information  of  the  individuals  concerned  in  the 
attack  upon   his  houfe,  that  profecutions  might  be 
commenced  againft  them  ;  and  expreffing  their  for- 
row,    that,    Ihould   the    POSSE   COMITATUS  of  the 
county  be  ordered  out  in  fupport  of  the  civil  autho 
rity,  very  few  could  be  gotten  that  were  not  of  the 
party  of  the  rioters. 

"  The  day  following  the  infurgents  reaffembled, 
with  a  considerable  augmentation  of  numbers, 
amounting,  as  has  been  computed,  to  at  leaf!  five 
hundred,  and  on  the  iyth  of  July  renewed  their  at 
tack  upon  the  houfe  of  the  Infpector,  who,  in  the 
interval,  had  taken  the  precaution  of  calling  to  his 
aid  a  fmall  detachment  from  the  garrifon  of  Fort 
Pitt,  which,  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  coniifted  of 
eleven  men,  who  had  been  joined  by  Major  Abraham 
Kirkpatrick,,  a  friend  and  connexion  of  the  In- 
fpeclor. 

"  There  being  fcarcely  a  profpecl  of  effectual  de 
fence  againft  fo  large  a  body  as  then  appeared,  and 
as  the  Infpeclor  had  every  thing  to  apprehend  for 
his  perfon,  if  taken,  it  was  judged  advifable  that  he 
fhould  withdraw  from  the  houle  to  a  place  of  con 
cealment,  Major  Kirkpatrick  generoufly  agreeing  to 
remain  with  the  eleven  men,  in  the  intention,  if 
practicable,  to  make  a  capitulation  in  favour  of  the 
property,  if  not  to  defend  it  as  long  as  poffible. 
"  A  parky  took  place  under  cover  of  a  flag  which 
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was  fent  by  the  infurgents  to  the  houfe,  to  demand 
that  the  Infpedlor  fhould  come  forth,  renounce  his 
office,  and  fiipulate  never  again  to  accept  an  office 
under  the  fame  laws.  To  this  it  was  replied,  that 
the  Infpeclor  had  left  the  houfe  upon  their  firil  ap 
proach,  and  that  the  place  to  which  he  had  retired 
was  unknown.  They  then  declared  that  they  muil 
have  whatever  related  to  his  office.  They  were  an- 
fwered,  that  they  might  fend  perfons,  not  exceeding 
fix,  to  fearch  the  houfe,  and  take  away  whatever 
papers  they  could  find  appertaining  to  the  office  : 
but  not  fatisfied  with  this,  they  infifted,  uncon 
ditionally,  that  the  armed  men,  who  were  in  the 
houfe  for  its  defence,  fhould  march  out  and  ground 
their  arms ;  which  Major  Kirkpatrick  peremptorily 
refufed,  confidering  it  and  reprefenting  it  to  them 
as  a  proof  of  a  deiign  to  deflroy  the  property.  This 
refufal  put  an  end  to  the  parley. 

."  A  brifk  firing  then  cnfued  between  the  infur 
gents  and  thofe  of  the  houfe,  which,  it  is  faid,  lafled 
for  near  an  hour,  till  the  aflailants  having  fet  fire  to 
the  neighbouring  and  adjacent  buildings,  eight  in 
number,  the  intenfenefs  of  the  heat,  and  the  danger 
of  an  immediate  communication  of  the  fire  to  the 
houfe,  obliged  Major  Kirkpatrick  and  his  fmall 
party  to  come  out  and  furrendcr  themfelves.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  firing  one  of  the  infurgents  was  killed 
and  feveral  wounded ;  and  three  of  the  perfons  in 
the  houfe  were  alfo  wounded.  The  perfon  killed  is 
underflood  to  have  been  the  leader  of  the  party,  of 
the  name  of  James  M'Tarlane,  then  a  major  in  the 
militia,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  Pennfylvania 
line.  The  dwelling- houfe,  after  the  furrender, 
fhared  the  fate  of  the  other  buildings  ;  the  whole  of 
which  were  confumed  to  the  ground.  The  lofs  of 
property  to  the  Infpeclor,  upon  this  occaiion,  is 
eflimatcd,  and,  as  it  is  believed,  with  great  mode 
ration,  not  lefs  than  three  thoufand  pounds. 
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"  The  Marfhal,  Colonel  Prkftly  Neville,  and 
feveral  others,  were  taken  by  the  infurgents  going  to 
the  Infpc6lor's  houfe.  All,  except  the  Marfhal  and 
Colonel  Neville,  Toon  made  their  efcape ;  but  thefe 
were  carried  on  fome  diftance  from  the  place  where 
the  affray  had  happened,  and  detained  till  one  or  two 
o'clock  the  next  morning.  In  the  courfe  of  their 

O 

detention,  the  Marfhal,  in  particular,  fuffered  very 
fevere  and  humiliating  treatment,  and  W7as  fre 
quently  in  imminent  danger  of  his  life.  Several  of 
the  party  repeatedly  prefented  their  pieces  at  him, 
with  every  appearance  of  a  defign  to  afTaffinate, 
from  which  they  were,  with  difficulty,  retrained  by 
the  efforts  of  a  lew  more  humane  and  more  prudent. 

"  Nor  could  he  obtain  fafety  or  liberty,  but  upon 
the  condition  of  a  prornife  guarantied  by  Colonel 
Neville,  that  he  would  ferve  no  other  procefs  on  the 
wefl  fide  of  the  Alleghany  mountain.  The  alter 
native  being  immediate  death,  extorted  from  the 
Marfhal  a  compliance  with  this  condition,  notwith- 
landing  the  juft  fenfe  of  official  dignity,  and  the 
firmnefs  of  characlcr  which  were  witneffed  by  his 
conduct  throughout  the  trying  fcenes  he  had  expe 
rienced. 

'•'  The  infurgents,  on  the  iSth,  fent  a  deputation 
of  two  of  their  number  (one  a  juft  ice  of  the  peace) 
to  Pittfburg,  to  require  of  the  Marfhal  a  furrender 
of  the  proceffcs  in  his  poffeflion,  intimating  that  his 
compliance  would  fatisfy  the  people  and  add  to  his 
Jafely ;  and  alfo  to  demand  of  General  Neville,  in 
peremptory  terms,  the  refignation  of  his  office, 
threatening,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  attack  the  place 
and  take  him  by  force  :  demands  which  both  thefe 
officers  did  not  hefitate  to  reject,  as  alike  incompati 
ble  with  their  honour  and  their  duty. 

"  As  it  was  well  afcertained  that  no  prof  eel  ion 
was  to  be  expected  from  the  magitfrates  or  inha 
bitants  of  Pittfburg,  it  became  neceffary  to  the 
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fafety,  both  of  the  Infpeclor  and  the  Marflial,  to 
quit 'that  place;  and,  as  it  was  known  that  all  the 
tifual  routes  to  Philadelphia  were  befet  by  the  in- 
furgents,  they  concluded  to  defcend  the  Ohio,  and 
proceed,  by  a  circuitous  route,  to  the  feat  of  Go 
vernment,  which  they  began  to  put  in  execution  on 
the  night  of  the  I9th  of  July. 

"  Information  has  alfo  been  received  of  a  meeting 
of  a  confiderable  number  of  perfons  at  a  place  called 
Mingo  Creek  Meeting-houfe,  in  the  county  of 
Wafhington,  to  confult  about  the  further  meafures 
which  it  might  be  adviiable  to  purfue  ;  that  at  this 
meeting  a  motion  was  made  to  approve  and  agree  to 
fupport  the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place, 
until  the  excite  law  was  repealed,  and  an  act  of 
oblivion  paffed.  But  that,  inftead  of  this,  it  had 
been  agreed  that  the  four  weftern  counties  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  the  neighbouring  counties  of  Virginia, 
fhould  be  invited  to  meet  in  a  convention  of  dele 
gates,  on  the  i4th  of  the  prefent  month,  at  Parkin- 
ion's,  on  Mingo  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Wafhing 
ton,  to  take  into  coniideration  the  lit  nation  of  the 
weflern  country,  and  concert  fuch  meafures  as  fhould 
appear  fuited  to  the  occafion. 

"  It  appears,  moreover,  that  on  the  25th  of  July 
la(r,  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  on  the  road  from 
Pittfburg  to  Philadelphia,  was  flopped  by  two  armed 
men,  who  cut  it  open,  and  took  out  all  the  letters, 
except  thofe  contained  in  one  packet :  thefe  armed 
men,  from  all  the  circumfrances  which  occurred, 
were  manifeftly  a&ing  on  the  part  of  theinfurgents. 

"  The  declared  object  of  the  foregoing  proceed 
ings  is  to  obfirucl:  the  execution,  and  compel  a  re 
peal  of  the  laws  laying  duties  on  fpirits  diftilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  upon  ftills.  There  is 
juil  caufe  to  believe  that  this  is  connected  with  an 
indifpofition  too  general  in  that  quarter  to  fhare  in 
the  common  burdens  of  the  community;  and  with 

a  wifh, 
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a  wifh,  among  fome  perfons  of  influence,  to  em- 
barrafs  the  Government.  It  is  affirmed,  by  well- 
informed  perfons,  to  be  a  fact  of  notoriety,  that  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  State  itfelf  have  always  been 
either  refilled,  or  very  defectively  complied  with  in 
the  fame  quarter. 

"With   the   moft   perfect   refpeft,   I   have   the 
honour  to  be,  Sir, 

"  Your  moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 

"  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 
«  The  Prefident  of  the  United  States." 

Upon  receiving  this  Report,  the  Prefident  illued  the 
following  Proclamation  : 

By  the  Prefident  'of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  combinations  to  defeat  the  execution  of 
the  laws  laying  duties  upon  fpirits  diltilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  upon  ftills,  bave,  from  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  thofe  laws,  exilled  in  fome 
of  the  weftern  parts  of  Pennfylvania :  And  whereas 
the  fa  id  combinations,  proceeding  in  a  manner  fub- 
verfive  equally  of  the  juft  authority  of  Government, 
and  of  the  lights  of  individuals,  have  bitherto  ef 
fected  their  dangerous  and  criminal  purpofe,  by  the 
influence  of  certain  irregular  meetings,  whofe  pro 
ceedings  have  tended  to  encourage  and  uphold  the 
fpirit  cf  oppolition,  by  mifreprefentations  of  the 
laws,  calculated  to  render  them  odious,  by  endea 
vours  to  deter  thofe  who  might  be  fo  difpofed,  from 
accepting  offices  under  them,  through  fear  of  public 
refentment  and  of  injury  to  perfon  and  property,  and 
to  compel  thofe  who  had  accepted  fuch  offices  by 
a6r.ua!  violence  to  furrender  or  forbear  the  execution 
of  them,  by  circulating  vindictive  menaces  againft 
all  thofe  who  fhould  otherwise  directly  or  indireclly 
aid  in  the  execution  of  the  faid  laws,  or  who,  yield 
ing 
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ing  to  the  dictates  of  confcience,  and  to  a  fenfe  of 
obligation,  fhould  themfelves  comply  therewith,  by 
actually  injuring  and  destroying  the  property  of  per 
fons  who  were  underftood  to  have  fo  complied  ;  by 
inflicting  cruel  and  humiliating  punithments  upon 
private  citizens  for  no  other  caufe  than  that  of  ap 
pearing  to  be  the  friends  of  the  laws  ;  by  intercept 
ing  the  public  officers  on  the  highways,  abufing, 
affaulting,  and  otherwife  ill-treating  them ;  by  going 
to  their  houfes  in  the  night,  gaining  admittance  by 
force,  taking  away  their  papers,  and  committing 
other  outrages ;  employing  for  thefe  unwarrantable 
purpofes  the  agency  of  armed  banditti,  difguifed  in 
fuch  manner  as  for  the  mofl  part  to  efcape  difcovery : 
Andwfarets  the  endeavours  of  the  Legiflature  to  ob 
viate  objections  to  the  faid  laws,  by  lowering  the 
duties,  and  by  other  alterations  conducive  to  the 
convenience  of  thofe  whom  they  immediately  affect 
(though  they  have  given  fatisfaction  in  other  quar 
ters),  and  the  endeavours  of  the  executive  officers  to 
conciliate  a  compliance  with  the  laws,  by  explana 
tions,  by  forbearance,  and  even  by  particular  accom 
modations  founded  on  the  fuggeilion  of  local  confi- 
derations,  have  been  difappointed  of  their  effect  by 
the  machinations  of  perfons  whofe  induftry  to  excite 
refiflance  has  increased  with  every  appearance  of  a 
difpofition  among  the  people  to  relax  in  their  oppo- 
lition,  and  to  acquiefce  in  the  laws,  inforauch  that 
many  perfons  in  the  faid  weftern  parts  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  have,  at  length,  been  hardy  enough  to  perpe 
trate  acts  which,  I  am  advifed,  amount  to  treafon, 
being  overt  acls  of  levying  war  agaiuft  the  United 
States  ;  the  faid  perfons  having,  on  the  i6th  and  i  yth 
of  July  laft  pail,  proceeded  in  arms  (on  the  fecond 
day  amounting  to  feveral  hundreds)  to  the  houfe  of 
John  Neville,  Infpeclor  of  the  revenue  for  the  fourth 
furvey  of  the  diftrict  of  Pennfylvania,  having  re 
peatedly  attacked  the  faid  houfe  with  the  perfons 

therein, 
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therein,  wounding  fome  of  them  ;  having  feized 
David  Lenox,  Marfhal  of  the  diftri£t  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  who  previous  thereto  had  been  fired  upon  while 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  by  a  party  of  armed 
men,  detaining  him  for  fome  time  prifoner,  till  for 
the  prefervation  of  his  life,  and  the  obtaining  of  his 
liberty,  he  found  it  neceffary  to  enter  into  ftipulations 
to  forbear  the  execution  of  certain  official  duties 
touching  proceffes  iffuing  out  of  a  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  having  finally  obliged  the  faid 
Infpeclor  of  the  revenue  and  the  laid  Marfhal,  from 
conliderations  of  perfonal  fafety  to  fly  from  that  part 
of  the  country,  in  order,  by  a  circuitous  route,  to  pro 
ceed  to  the  feat  of  Government ;  avowing  as  the 
motives  of  thefe  outrageous  proceedings,  an  inten 
tion  to  prevent  by  force  of  arms  the  execution  of  the 
laid  laws,  to  oblige  the  faid  Infpeclor  of  the  revenue 
to  renounce  his  faid  office,  to  withftand  by  open  vio 
lence  the  lawful  authority  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  compel  thereby  an  alteration 
in  the  meaiures  of  the  Legillature  and  a  repeal  of  the 
laws  afore  faid  : 

And  whereas  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  enti 
tled,  "  An  Acl  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia 
to  execute  the  Laws  of  the  Union,  fupprefs  Infurrec- 
tions,  and  repel  Invasions,"  it  is  enacted,  "  that 
whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States  fhall  be  op- 
pofed,  or  the  execution  thereof  obflrucled  in  any 
State  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  fupprefled 
by  the  ordinary  courfe  of  judicial  proceedings  or  by 
the  powers  vefted  in  the  Marfhals  by  that  act,  the 
fame  being  notified  by  an  affociate  Jufticeor  the  dif- 
tri6l  Judge,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  to  call  forth  the  militia  of  fuch  State, 
to  fupprefs  fuch  combinations,  and  to  caufe  the  laws 
to  be  duly  executed  :  and  if  the  militia  of  a  State 
where  fuch  combinations  may  happen  fhall  refufe  or 
be  inefficient  to  iupprcis  the  fame,  it  fhall  be  lawful 

for 
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for  the  Prelident,  if  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  fhall  not  be  in  feffion,  to  call  forth  and  em 
ploy  fuch  numbers  of  the  militia  of  any  other  State 
or  States  mofl  convenient  thereto  as  may  be  necef- 
fary ;  and  the  ufe  of  the  militia  ib  to  be  called  forth 
may  be  continued,  if  neceflary,  until  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  enfuing 
feffion  :  Provided  always,  that  whenever  it  may  be  ne- 
ceffary,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Prefident,  to  ufe  the 
military  force  hereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the 
Prefident  fhall  forthwith,  and  previous  thereto,  by 
proclamation,  command  fuch  infurgents  to  difperie 
and  retire  peaceably  to  their  refpe&ive  abodes  within 
a  limited  time  :"  And  whereas  James  Wilfon,  an 
affociate  Juftice,  on  the  4th  inftant  by  writing  un 
der  his  hand,  did,  from  evidence  which  had  been 
laid  before  him,  notify  to  me  that  "  in  the  counties 
"  of  Wafhington  and  Alleghany  in  Pennfylvania, 
"  laws  of  the  United  States  are  oppofed,  and  the 
"  execution  thereof  obftructed  by  combinations 
"  too  powerful  to  be  fupprefTed  by  the  ordinary 
"  courfe  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powers 
"  vefted  in  the  Marfhal  ofthat  diflridl :" 

And  whereas  it  is  in  my  judgment  neceflary,  under 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  to  take  meafures  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  in  order  to  fupprefsthe  com 
binations  aforefaid,  and  to  caufe  the  laws  to  be  duly 
executed,  and  I  have  accordingly  determined  fo  to 
do,  feeling  the  deeper!  regret  for  the  occalion,  but 
withal  the  inoft  folemn  conviction,  that  the  efTential 
interefts  of  the  Union  demand  it,  that  the  very  ex- 
iftence  of  Government  and  the  fundamental  princi 
ples  of  focial  order  are  materially  involved  in  the 
iffue,  and  that  the  patriotifm  and  firmnefs  of  all 
good  citizens  are  ferionfly  called  upon,  as  occafion 
may  require,  to  aid  in  the  effectual  fuppreffion  of  fo 
fatal  a  fpirit : 

4  -  ,.      Wherefore, 
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Wherefore^  and  in  purfuance  of  the  provifo  above 
recited,  I  George  Walhington,  Preiident  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  command  all  peribns  being 
infurgents  as  afordaid,  and  all  others  whom  it  may 
concern,  on  or  before  the  ill  clay  of  September  next, 
to  difperfe  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  refpeclive 
abodes.  And  I  clo  moreover  forewarn  all  perfons 
w  horn  foe  ver  again  ft  aiding,  abetting,  or  comforting 
the  perpetrators  of  the  aforefaid  treafonable  acts  ; 
and  do  require  all  officers  and  other  citizens,  ac 
cording  to  their  refpective  duties  and  the  law  of  the 
land  to  exert  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  and 
fupprefs  fuch  dangerous  proceedings. 

In  teftimony  whereof  I  have  caufed  the  feal  of 
|:-y     the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to 
thefe  prefents,  and  ligned  the  fame  day  with 
(L.  S.)  my  hand.     Done  at   Philadelphia,   the  yth 
day  of  Auguft,   1794,  and  of  the  indepen 
dence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the 
nineteenth.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

By  the  Prefident,  EDM.  RANDOLPH. 


SECOND  PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  from  a  hope  that  the  combinations  againfl 
the  confiitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  in 
certain  of  the  weftern  counties  of  Pennfylvania, 
would  yield  to  time  and  reflection,  I  thought  it  fuf- 
ficient,  in  the  firft  inftance,  rather  to  take  meafures 
for  calling  forth  the  militia,  than  immediately  to  em 
body  them  ;  but  the  moment  is  now  come,  when 
the  overtures  of  forgiven efs,  with  no  other  condition 
than  a  fubmiffion  to  law,  have  been  only  partially 
accepted  ;  when  every  form  of  conciliation  not  in- 

confiflcnt 
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confident  with  the  being  of  Government,  has  been 
adopted  without  effect  ;  when  the  well-difpofed  in 
thofe  countries  are  unable  by  their  influence  and 
example  to  reclaim  the  wicked  from  their  fury,  and 
are  compelled  to  aflbciate  in  their  own  defence  ;  when 
the  proffered  lenity  has  been  perverfely  mifinterpreted 
into  an  apprehenfion  that  the  citizens  will  march 
with. reluctance  ;  when  the  opportunity  of  examin 
ing  the  confequences  of  a  treafonable  oppofition  has 
been  employed  in  propagating  principles  of  anarchy, 
endeavouring  through  emiffaries  to  alienate  the 
friends  of  order  from  its  fupport,  and  inviting  its 
enemies  to  perpetrate  limilar  acts  of  infurrection ; 
when  it  is  manifeil  that  violence  would  continue  to 
be  exercifed  upon  every  attempt  to  enforce  the  laws  ; 
when,  therefore,  Government  is  fet  at  defiance,  the 
contefl  being  whether  a  fmall  portion  of  the  United 
States  fhall  dictate  to  the  whole  Union,  and,  at  the 
cxpenfe  of  thofe  who  defire  peace,  indulge  a  defpe- 
rate  ambition  : 

Now,  therefore,  I  George  Wafhington,  Prelident 
of  the  United  States,  in  obedience  to  that  high  and 
irreliftible  duty,  configned  to  me  by  the  conftitution, 
"  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed  ;" 
deploring  that  the  American  name  fhould  be  fullied 
by  the  outrages  of  citizens  on  their  own  Govern 
ment  ;  commiferating  fuch  as  remain  obftinate  from 
delufion  ;  but  refolved,  in  perfect  reliance  on  that 
gracious  Providence  which  fo  fignally  difplays  its 
goodnefs  towards  this  country,  to  reduce  the  refrac 
tory  to  a  due  fubordination  to  the  law  ;  DO  HEREBY 
declare  and  make  known,  that  with  a  fatisfaction, 
which  can  be  equalled  only  by  the  merits  of  the  mi 
litia  fummoned  into  fervice  from  the  States  of  New- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  I  have 
received  intelligence  of  their  patriotic  alacrity  in 
obeying  the  call  of  the  prefent,  though  painful,  yet 
commanding  neceffity ;  and  that  a  force  which,  ac 
cording 
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cording  to  every  reafonable  expe&ation,  is  adequate 
to  the  exigency,  is  already  in  motion  to  the  fcene  of 
difaffecYion  ;  that  thofe  who  have  confided  or  lhall 
confide  in  the  protection  of  Government,  fhall  meet 
full  fuccour  under  the  ftandard,  and  from  the  arms 
of  the  United  States  ;  that  thofe  who,  having  offended 
againft  the  laws,  havefmce  entitled  themfelves  to  in 
demnity,  will  be  treated  with  the  mofl  liberal  good 
faith,  if  they  fhall  not  have  forfeited  their  claim  by 
any  fubfequent  conduct,  and  that  inftmclions  are 
given  accordingly. 

And  I  do  moreover  exhort  all  individuals,  officers, 
and  bodies  of  men,  to  contemplate  with  abhorrence 
the  meafures  leading  directly  or  indireclly  to  thofe 
crimes,  which  produce  this  refort  to  military  coercion  ; 
to  check  in  their  refpective  fpheres  the  efforts  of  mif- 
guided  or  deligning  men  to  fubflitute  their  mifrepre- 
lentations  in  the  place  of  truth,  and  their  difcontents 
in  the  place  of  ftable  government ;  and  to  call  to 
mind,  that,  as  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
been  permitted  under  the  divine  favour  in  perfect 
freedom,  after  folemn  deliberation,  and  in  an  en 
lightened  age,  to  elect  their  own  Government ;  fo 
will  their  gratitude  for  this  ineflimable  bleffing  be  befl 
di  fling  uifhed  by  firm  exertions  to  maintain  the  con- 
flitution  and  the  laws. 

And  laftly,  I  again  warn  all  perfons  whomfoever 
and  wherefoever,  net  to  abet,  aid,  or  comfort  the  in- 
furgents  aforefaid,  as  they  will  anfsver  the  contrary 
at  their  peril ;  and  I  do  alfo  require  all  officers  and 
other  citizens,  according  to  their  fevcral  duties,  as  far 
as  may  be  in  their  power,  to  bring  under  the  cogni 
zance  of  the  law,  all  offenders  in  the  premifes. 

In  teftimony  whereof  I  have  caufed   the  feal  of 

the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed  to 

thefe  prefents,  and  figned  the  fame  with  my 

(L.  S.)  hand.     Done  at  the  city  of    Philadelphia, 

the 


AUGUST*  1794.  257 

the  25th  day  of  September,  1794,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  I9th. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
By  tlie  Prefidcnt,  EDM.  RANDOLPH. 

At  the  fame  time  that  thefe  proclamations  were  if- 
fued,  the  Prefident  made  a  requifition  for  troops,  on 
the  governors  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennfylvania, 
and  New-Jerfey,  each  of  which  States  was  required 
to  furnilh  a  certain  quota.  To  attempt,  here,  a  mere 
Jnjiory  of  the  campaign,  does  not  agree  with  my  plan, 
which  contemplates  rather  a  developement  of  the 
Jrcret  than  the  known  circumftances  of  this  in- 
furrecYion.  My  objects,  through  the  whole  of 
this  work,  are,  to  record  the  crimes  of  democracy, 
and  to  undeceive  the  deluded  people  of  Eng 
land. 

The  New  Annual  Reglfter  (than  which  I  do  not 
know  a  work  more  full  of  falfehood  and  malice),  in 
fpeaking  of  the  infurreclion  in  the  weltern  counties 
of  Pennfylvania,  exhaufts  all  its  refources  of  mifre- 
prefentation.  It  reprefents  the  afTemhling  of  the 
army  as  a  matter  attended  with  no  difficulty,  and 
fiates,  that,  at  the  appointed  time,  Governor 
Mifflin  arrived  at  Carliile,  "  at  the  head  of  fix  thou- 
fand  VOLUNTEERS*."  From  this  reprefentation, 

who 


*  To  obviate  the  poffibility  of  a  charge  of  mifquotation,  or 
mifreprefentation,  I  here  quote  the  whole  article  from  the  New 
Ammal  Rcgijler  for  1/94,  requefting  the  reader  to  perufe  it  with 
attention,  as  it  has  already  been  referred  to,  and  will  be  icferred 
to  again,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work. 

"  The  revolutionary  fpirit  which  has  beearfo  active  in  Europe, 
extended  in  .the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year  beyond  the  Atlantic : 
and,  in  the  peaceful  plantations  of  North  America,  broke  out  into 
actual  infurreclion.  However  unexpected  fuch  a  circumftance 
might  be  to  thofe  who  obferved.Qn.-iy  the  general  happinefs  and 

VOL.  i,  s  prosperity 
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would  not  imagine,  that  Ihefe  fix   thoufand  men, 
burning  with  a   o'efire  to  diflinguifh  them&lves  in 

fepport 

profperity  of  thofe  States  under  their  prefent  wife  and  provident 
Administration,  to  thofe  who  coniider  the  internal  circumflances 
of  America,  fuch  events  will  fcarcely  be  a  matter  of  iurprife.  In 
io  extended  a  country,  the  fame  union  of  fentimentr  and  indeed  of 
intereft,  can  fcarcely  exill,  as  in  fmaller  dates ;  and  where  free 
difcuffion  is  indulged  in  the  amplefl  extent,  by  the  civil  conftr.u- 
tion  of  the  country,,  it  may  reafonably  be  expected,  that  local 
queftions  will  fometimes  arife,  and  partial  views  be  oecafionally 
indulged,  to  the  manifeft  prejudice  of  the  general  intereft.  The 
infut rection,  to  which  we  at  prefent  allude,  took  place  in  the  four 
weftern  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  a  tract  of  territory  chiefly  fet 
tled  fince  the  peace  of  1783,  and  inhabited  by  emigrants  from  dif 
ferent  countries,  and  eipeeially  from  Ireland  and  the  Weft  o£ 
Scotland. 

"  Among  the  different  modes  which  have  been  adopted  for  de 
fraying  the  expenses  of  the  ftate,  perhaps  there  is  none  more  com 
modious,,  under  certain  reftri&ions,  than  that  of  an  excife,  and 
yet  none  has  ever  been  lefs  acceptable  to  the  people  in  general. — 
Moft  of  our  readers  will  recollect  the  oppolition  experienced  by 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  on  this  account ;  and  indeed,  till  lately,  when? 
the  influence  or  the  Crown  has  been  fo  firmly  eftablimed  as  to  bid 
defiance  to  all  oppofition  from  the  people,,  an  excife  bill  has  feldom 
patted  without  exciting  difturbances  ©f  an  alarming  nature.  Of 
one  principle,  which  has  been  lately  introduced  into  thefe  bills^ 
we  muft,  as  Englifhmen,  ever  teftify.  our  abhorrence  ;  and  this  is 
the  fummary  mode  of  adminiflering  juflice  on  excife  queflions, 
and  the  direct  violation,  or  rather  annihilation,  of  the  trial  by  juryY 
vvhich  our  prefent  financier  has  been  lo  (hid ions  to  introduce  on?- 
thefe  occafions :  yet,  independent  of  this  c ire um fiance,  the  taxes 
themfelves  have  been  feldom  objectionable.  By  fixing  the  duty 
not  on  the  raw  material,  but  on  the  manufactured  commodity,  the 
capital  of  the  trader  is  lels  deeply  involved,  and  the  price  is  com 
monly  rendered  lefs  burdenfome  to  the  confumer.  In  other  cales 
the  excife  laws  might  operate  as  excellent  fumptuary  regulations^ 
and  in  the  cafe  of  diflilled  liquors,  fo  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
common  people,  the  excife  fyitem  appears  not  merely  proper  and 
falutary,  but  even  neceflary.  Yet  fuch  was  the  idle  and  abfurd 
pretext  for  the  Pennfylvanian  infiureclion.  Among  the  different 
objects  of  taxation  which  prefented  themfelves  to  Congrefs  during 
the  feiBon  of  I7QO,  none  appeared  more  proper  than  the  diftilie- 
ries  throughout  the  United  States.  But  how  is  a  revenue  to  be- 
derived  from  this  fource  ?  Only  by  an  excife*  An  excife  there. 

fore 


AUGtJST,  1794.  259 

fupport  of  the  happy  government  under  which  they 
had,    by  a   voluntary  offer  of  their  fer vices, 

prevented 


fore  was  adopted  ;  the  duty  was  light,  and  the  object  unex 
ceptionable  ;  and  yet  this  reafonable  meafure,  among  thefe  ig 
norant  and  turbulent  people,  was  made  a  pretext  for  riot  and 
rebellion. 

'*  It  was  infinuated  by  fome  of  the  anti-Anglican  party  in  Ame 
rica,  that  the  difcontents  were  fecretly  fomented  by  the  agents  of 
the  Britifh  Cabinet,  and  that  the  infurrection  in  Pennfyivania,  the 
encroachments  of  Governor  Simcoe  on  the  Miami,  the  accommo 
dation  between  Algiers  and  Portugal,  to  the  manifeil  injury  of 
America,  the  talk  of  Lord  Dorchefter  to  the  Indians,  and  the  un 
warrantable  capture  and  detention  of  American  veffels,  were  all 
parts  of  one  great  fyftem,  for  the  extinction  of  liberty  in  Ame 
rica,  and  for  the  revenging  of  .the  old  quarrel,  had  the  efforts  of 
the  allies  fucceeded  againft  France.  That  the  variable  conduct  of 
the  Britiih  miniftry  did  indeed  afford  too  much  colour  for  thefe  af- 
iertions,  we  muft  in  candour  allow  ;  but  the  fame  candour  forbids 
too  hafty  an  aflent  to  the  conclufion.  The  concurrence  of  thefe 
circumftances  appears  rather  the  effect  of  accident  than  of  defign; 
bf fides  that  there  has  been  no  proof  alleged  of  the  fuppofed 
agency ;  and  it  is  our  maxim,  where  no  proofs  of  collufion  can 
be  collected  by  the  utmoft  diligence  of  the  Executive  Government, 
to  withhold  our  belief  of  its  exiftence.  No  meafure  of  im 
portance  was  ever  yet  intrufted  to  a  number  of  men,  without 
being  difcovered  fooner  or  later.  The  probability  therefore  is, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  newly-fettled  countries,  Hill  cherifh- 
ing  their  ancient  prejudices  againft  the  excife  fyirem,  and  expect 
ing  more  from  American  liberty  than  was  confident  with  rational 
government,  withllood  the  tax  upon  fome  miftaken  principle  of 
patriotifm,  and  apprehended  that  refinance  i:i  one  quarter  would 
excite  the  fame  effect  in  another,  and  reduce  the  Legiilature  to  the 
neceflity  of  a  repeal. 

"  The  opposition  to  the  tax  commenced  in  thefe  counties  early 
in  the  fummer,  and  petitions  for  its  repeal  were  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs.  In  the  month  of  Auguft,  a  general  meeting  was  held  at 
Pittfburg  ;  a  ftrong  remonftrance  was  drawn  up  to  be  prefented 
to  Congrefs ;  committees  of  correfpondence  for  the  counties  of 
Wafliington,  Fayette,  and  Alleghany,  were  appointed  ;  and  a  re- 
iblution  was  entered  into  againft  having  any  intei  courfe  or  dealings 
with  any  man  who  fhould  accept  of  any  office  for  the  collection  of 
the  duty.  In  the  mean  time  the  Marflial  was  ordered  by  Govern 
ment  to  proceed  by  legal  procefs  againft  all  rioters,  and  delinquent 
diflillers,  vvho  (lioukl  be  found  to  refift  or  evade  the  tax.  But 
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prevented  the  neceffity  of  calling  out  the  militia  ?  — 
The  truth  was  diredly  the  contrary  of  this. — The 

militia 


no  fooner  was  he  tmderftood  to  be  engaged  in  this  duty,  than  the 
vengeance  of  armed  men  was  aimed  at  his  perlon,  and  the  perion 
and  property  of  the  Inipector  of. the  revenue.  They  fired  on 
the  JVlar(hal,  arrefted  him,  and  detained  him  fome  time  as  a 
prifoner.  The  houie  and  papers  of  the  Inspector  of  the  re 
venue  were  burned,  and  both  thefe  officers  were  obliged  to  fly  to 
Philadelphia. 

'*  The  American  Government,  on  this  emergency,  conduced 
themfelves  with  that  wiiciom  which  has  always  characterized  their 
councils.  In  molt  cafes  of  iniurrection,  a  lingle  defeat  is  fatal  to 
an  eftabliQied  government;  and  force  fhould  never  be  employed 
till  it  is  certain  to  be  effectual.  The  tirft  ftep  therefore  was  to 
difpatch  commiflioners  to  confer  with  the  leaders  of  the  opposition 
in  the  difaffected  counties ;  but  the  conference  was  unfortunately 
without  effect.  A  committee  of  fixty  perfons  was  chofen  to  con 
fer  with  the  commiffioners ;  but  a  fmall  number  only  voted  in  fa 
vour  of  the  conciliatory  proportions.  The  others  threatened,  that, 
if  the  tax  was  not  repealed,  the  people  of  the  weftern  counties 
would  place  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain  :  and 
this  threat  unfortunately  gave  countenance  to  the  iufpicion  that  they 
were  inftigated  by  that  court.  The  conduct  of  the  populace  was 
ftill  more  outrageous. — They  furrounded  the  houfe  where  the 
commiffioners  refided,  broke  the  windows,  and  treated  with  the 
groffeft  infult  the  meffengers  of  peace,  who  were  compelled  to  de 
part  without  effecting  any  thing  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  after,  not  ieis 
than  five  thoufand  infurgents  appeared  in  arms  at  Pittfburg  to  op- 
pofe  the  Government. 

"  Nothing  therefore  remained  but  to  repeal  the  tax,  or  reduce 
the  refractory  couuties  by  force.  As  the  former  was  not  judged 
prudent,  or  indeed  lafe,  and  as  a  trifling  force  would  have  beta 
ineffectual,  if  not  mifchievous  to  the  caufe,  a  general  levy  was 
made  from  the  regular  forces ;  and  the  militia  of  all  the  adjacent 
States  was  embodied,  and  the  different  detachments,  amounting  in 
•all  to  fifteen  thoufand  men,  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Carlille, 
the  principal  town  of  Cumberland  county.  Thither  the  Governor, 
(formerly  General)  Mifflin,  marched  in  the  micUle  of  September, 
at  the  head  of  fix  thoufand  volunteers  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  a 
proclamation  was  iffued  by  General  Wafhington,  exhorting  to 
peace  and  fubordination.  In  the  beginning  of  October,  the  Pref:- 
dent  in  perfon  joined  the  army  at  Carliile,  of  which  Governor 
Lee,  of  Virginia,  was  appointed  commander  in  chief,  and  Go 
vernor  Mifflin,  fecond  in  corumand.  From  Carlille  the  army  pro 
ceeded 
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militia  of  Pennfylvania  were  appealed  to  in  vain. — 
The  Legiflature  of  the  State  was  called  together  to 
devife  means  to  force  the  militia  out,  or  to  fupply 
the  place  of  them  with  other  troops.  A  law  patted, 
providing  extra  fay  for  fuch  men  as  would  ferve  in 
the  campaign  ;  which,  together  with  various  tales, 
tricks,  promifes,  and  threats,  fucceeded  in  bringing 
fome  men  to  the  Governor's  ftandard.  Three  hun 
dred  young  men  of  Philadelphia,  and  about  two 
hundred  in  the  different  counties,  were  really  volun 
teers  ;  but  all  the  refl  were  mercenaries,  and  not  one 
man  of  the  militia,  as  eftablifhed  by  law,  and  called 
upon  in  the  name  of  that  law,  willingly  marched 
againft  the  infurgenfs. 

I  like  to  proceed  upon  fure  ground.  There  is 
nothing  like  fa  els  and  documents  to  oppofe  to  falfe 
and  malicious  ftatements  ;  therefore  I  here  infert  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  (Dallas)  of  the  State  of  Penn 
fylvania,  on  this  fubjecl.  This  Report  was  made  to 
the  Legiflature  of  the  State,  at  the  next  feffion  after 
the  insurrection  was  quelled,  in  ju unification  of  the 


ceeded  to  Fort  Bedford.  In  their  route  they  experienced  no  oppo- 
iition,  and  feveral  of  the  leading  infurgents  were  apprehended. — 
On  the  approach  of  the  main  army,  amounting  to  7000  men,  who 
expected  hourly  to  be  joined  by  a  reinforcement  of  6000  from 
Cumberland,  the  infurgents  fuddenly  dilbanded,  and  their  leaders 
difappeared.  On  the  2$th  of  October,  a  refpectable  meeting  of 
the  principal  planters  and  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  counties  was 
held  at  Pittfburg,  where  they  entered  into  a  folemn  refolution  to 
fubmit  to  the  laws  of  the  republic,  and  to  promote  order  and  good 
government  by  every  means  in  their  power.  Though  every  ap* 
pearance  now  manifefred  the  return  of  peace  and  good  order,  Ge 
neral  Washington  judged  it  prudent  to  ftation  a  fmall  force  for  a 
certain  period  in  the  difaffected  counties.  Thefe  meafures  had  the 
deiired  effect: ;  the  infurgents  who  were  taken,  we  have  under- 
ftood,  were  all  pardoned;  and  thus,  by  a  happy  mixture  of  firm- 
nefs  with  moderation,  an  infurrection,  which,  under  a  rafli  and  in 
temperate  adminiftration,  might  have  had  the  mod  fatal  effects, 
was  quelled  without  bleodihed,  and  almoft  without  violence 
or  lots.'' 

s  3  conduct 
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conduct  of  the  Governor  and  his  Secretary,  who  were 
fufpefted  of  having  tampered  with  the  militia  to  pre 
vent  them  from  turning  out,  or  at  leaft  of  having 
deiignedly  neglected  the  proper  means  for  obtaining 
the  quota,  which  had  been  called  for  by  the  Prefi- 
dent.  This  Report  is  a  valuable  document ;  when  it 
is  compared  with  fome  others  that  will  fucceed  it,  it 
will  leave  little  doubt  on  the  mind  of  every  candid 
reader  that  the  Weftern  Infurredion  was  the  work 
of  France  and  her  adherents. 

t(  In  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  the  Commit 
tee  '  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
militia  not  turning  out  promptly  on  the  late  requi- 
lition  of  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  United  States,  to  fup- 
prefs  an  infurreclion  in  the  Weflern  Counties  of  this 
State,'  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  has  the 
honour  to  furnifh  copies  of  all  official  papers  and 
documents  relative  to  the  expedition :  and,  in  ex 
planation  thereof,  he  refpeclfully 

"  REPORTS  :  That,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  in 
telligence  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  riots  in  the 
county  of  Alleghany  was  received,  the  fubjecl  was 
contemplated  by  the  Governor  in  all  the  afpecls 
which  its  nature  and  importance  could  preient  : 
j  ft — He  viewed  it  as  immediately  requiring  the  ani- 
madveriions  of  the  judicial  power :  2cl — As  affecting 
the  rights  and  jurifdictions  of  the  Federal  Govern 
ments  :  3d — As  claiming  a  prudent  interposition  of 
the  executive  authority,  for  averting  the  evils  of  a 
civil  war  :  4th — As  involving  the  interesting  queftion, 
\vhetherour  exifi ing  militia  iyftem  was  competent  to 
enforce  pbedience  to  the  laws  :  And  ^th — As  even 
tually  creating  a  neceffity  for  the  perfonal  exertions 
of  the  executive  magiftrate,  left  the  Commonwealth 
fhonld  fuffer  an  irreparable  injury. 

"  I.  That,  accordingly,  to  ftimulate  the  public 
officers  to  an  exemplary  difcharge  of  their  duty,  the 
Governor  directed  a  circular  letter,  dated  the  25th  day 

of 
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of  July,  1794  (the  day  fticceeding  the  receipt  of  the 
intelligence  of  the  riots),  to  be  addrefTed  to  the  Prefi- 
dent  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  ;  to 
•every  Jufiiee  of  the  Peace  ;  to  all  the  Sheriffs  ;  and 
to  -each  Brigade  Infpeclor  of  the  four  Weftern  Coun 
ties.  This  letter,  having  iftated  the  daring  and  cruel 
outrage  that  had  been  committed  in  the  county  of 
Alleghany,  by  a  lawlefs  body  of  armed  men,  {  re- 
quefts,  in  the  moft  earneft  manner,  that  thofe  to 
whom  it  was  addrefTed,  would  -exert  all  their  influ 
ence  and  authority  to  fupprefs,  within  their  jurif- 
dicftion,  fo  pernicious  and  unwarrantable  a  fpirit : 
that  they  would  afcertain,  with  all  pt>ffible  difpatch, 
the  ci  re  um  (lances  of  the  offence;  and  that  they 
would  purfue,  with  the  utmofl  vigilance,  the  lawful 
fleps  for  bringing  the  offenders  to  juftice/  It  de 
clared,  that  every  honefl  citizen  mull  feel  himfel/ 
perfonally  mortified  at  the  conducl  of  the  rioters, 
which  (particularly  if  it  paiTed  with  impunity)  was 
calculated  to  fix  an  indelible  frigma  on  the  honour 
and  reputation  of  the  State  ;  and  it  allured  all  the 
public  officers  of  the  Governor's  warmeft  fupport  and 
approbation  in  the  profecution  of  every  lawful  mea- 
fure,  which  their  better  knowledge  of  the  facls,  and 
of  other  local  circumilances,  might  fuggefl  on  the 
occafion. 

ic  Prefuming,  from  the  ftate  of  intelligence  at  that 
time,  that  a  draft  from  the  militia  might  readily 
be^made,  and  would  be  fufficicnt  to  overawe  the  riot 
ous  difpolition  of  the  malcontents,  in  purfuance  of 
the  Governor's  inftruclions,  a  letter  of  the  fame  date 
was  alfo  written  to  Major-general  Gibfon,  declaring 
adifpoiition  c  to  employ  all  the  energy  of  the  Govern 
ment,  to  bring  the  offenders  to  an  early  and  exem- 
plary  juitice ;'  and  intimating  that  '  if  the  civil  au 
thority  can  be  fupported  by  the  aflifianre  of  the  mi- 
3itia,  the  exercife  of  General  Gibfon's  diibretion  for 
that  purpofe,  upon  the  requeft  of  the  magifl rates, 

s  4 
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inufl  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  Governor.'  The 
Attorney-general  \vas  likewife  delired  '  to  afcertain, 
with  legal  formality,  the  circumftances  of  the  offence, 
and  the  names  of  the  offenders,  as  the  Governor 
would  be  anxious  to  enforce  every  inftrument  that 
could  be  employed  effectually,  to  iubdue  the  lavvlefs 
fpirit  of  the  rioters,  and  to  bring  them  to  punilh- 
inent.' 

"  II.  That  the  riots,  having  been  committed'  in 
the  courfe  of  a  lawlefs  oppofition  to  the  execution  of 
certain  a  els  of  Congrefs,  were  not  only  deemed  of 
fences  againft  the  State,  but  alfo  againft  the  Union. 
Hence  a  conference  between  the  President  and  the 
Governor  was  thought  advifable,  in  order  to  avoid  a 
collifion  of  jurifdidtion,  and  to  fettle  the  general 
principles  and  form  of  proceeding,  as  far  as  the  State 
was  concerned. 

"  That  conference  gave  rife  to  the  correfpondence 
which  was  laid  before  the  Legiflature  at  the  opening 
of  the  laft  feffion  ;  and  from  which  it  appears,  that 
the  Governor's  conduct:  was  influenced  by  the  fol 
lowing  confi  derations. 

"  ifl.  In  regard  to  his  character  as  an  executive 
magiflrate,  no  politive  law  exifled  under  the  autho 
rity  of  the  State,  defining  the  exigency  that  would 
juftify  an  appeal  from  the  judicial  to  the  military 
power,  or  regulating  and  prefcribing  the  evidence 
that  fhould  prove  the  occurrence  of  that  exigency. 
Whatever,  therefore,  might  eventually  be  the  obli 
gation  refulting  from  the  confHtutional  injunction 
to  '  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,' 
it  was  thought,  that  not  only  the  non-execution  of 
the  laws,  and  the  incompetency  of  the  Courts  of  Juf- 
tice  to  puniih  offenders,  fhould  firft  be  authorita 
tively  declared  by  the  judicial  magiftrates,  but  that 
the  act  of  interpofing  the  aid  of  the  military  power 
fhould  likewife  be  founded  upon  their  requilition. 
At  the  time  of  the  conference  alluded  to,  the  judicial 
2  magiftrates 
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magifi rates  of  Pennfylvania  had  not  made  any  fuch 
authoritative  declaration  and  reqnifition  :  the  Gover 
nor,  therefore,  did  not  then  think  it  justifiable,  upon 
principle,  to  Sanction  the  interpofition  of  the  mi 
litia,  in  any  other  manner  than  that  fuggefted  in  the 
above  mentioned  letter  to  General  Gibfon  ;  and  a 
variety  of  arguments,  in  point  of  policy  and  conve- 
niency,  occurred  to  fortify  his  opinion. 

"  But  the  determination  of  the  General  Govern 
ment  to  purfue  the  moSl  vigorous  meafures  for  fnp- 
preffing  the  infurreclion,  and  punifhing  the  infur- 
gents,  Seemed  to  preclude  the  State  Government  from 
any  choice  upon  the  Subject.  The  Conftitution  of 
the  United  States  impofes  upon  the  Prelident  (as  the 
Conftitution  of  the  State  impofes  upon  the  Gover 
nor)  the  fame  general  truSt,  to  '  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed ;/ — and  an  act  of  Con- 
grefs  has  defined  the  exigency,  that  would  juftify  an 
appeal  from  the  judicial  to  the  military  power  of  the 
Union,  as  well  as  the  evidence  to  prove  the  occur 
rence  of  that  exigency.  When,  therefore,  a  Judicial 
Magiftrate  of  the  General  Government  had  declared 
the  incompetency  of  the  officers  of  juStice  to  execute 
the  laws,  and  the  Preiident  had  declared  his  deter 
mination  to  enforce  obedience  by  the  aid  of  the  mili 
tary  power,  it  was  thought  that  the  Governor,  paying 
a  reafonable  attention  to  a  fySlematic  and  efficient 
courfe  of  proceeding,  ought  to  forbear  ifTuing  any 
order  for  an  immediate,  a  feparate,  and  an  uncon 
nected  call  of  the  militia.  But,  zd. — In  regard 
to  his  character  as  an  officer  refponfible9  in  certain 
cafes,  to  the  Federal  Government,  it  was  obferved, 
that  all  the  purpofes  of  difpatch  and  energy  would  as 
readily  be  attained  by  obeying  the  call  of  the  Prefi- 
dent,  as  by  acting  upon  the  Governor's  original  au 
thority.  Hence,  a  full  and  unequivocal  affurance 
was  given,  that  whatever  requisition  the  Preiident 
might  make,  whatever  duty  he  might  impofe,  in  pur- 

fuance 
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fuance  of  his  constitutional  and  legal  powers,  would, 
on  the  part  of  the  Governor,  be  promptly  undertaken, 
and  faithfully  difcharged. 

"  IIL  That,  with  a  view  to  the  reputation  and 
liability  of  the  republican  iyliem,  as  well  as  from  a 
coniideration  of  the  actual  irate  of  our  foreign  and 
domefiic  affairs,  it  was  thought  expedient,  not  only 
to  try  the  full  effect  of  judicial  animadverfion,  but 
likewise  to  make  a  folemn  and  liberal  appeal  to  the 
good  fenfe  and  virtue  of  the  people,  before  the  ha 
zard  of  a  civil  war  fhould  be  encountered.  On  the 
part  of  the  State,  therefore  (and  a  ilmilar  meafure 
was  adapted  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government), 
Commiirioners  were  appointed,  for  the  purpofe  of 
addreffing  the  inhabitants  of  the  Weiicrn  Counties 
in  general,  and  efpecially  thofe  who  had  been  en 
gaged  in  the  riots,  upon  thclawlefs  nature  and  dan 
gerous  tendency  of  fuch  proceedings.  The  Com- 
miflioners  were  inftrucled,  particularly,  *  to  exert 
themfelves  in  developing  the  folly  of  a  riotous  op- 
pofition  to  thofe  governments  and  laws  which  were 
made  by  the  fpontaneous  authority  of  the  people, 
and  which,  by  the  fame  legitimate  authority,  may, 
in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  courfe,  be  amended  or 
repealed  ; — in  explaining  how  incompatible  it  is  with 
the  principles  of  a  republican  government,  how  dan 
gerous  it  is  in  point  of  precedent,  that  a  minority 
inould  attempt  to  control  the  majority,  or  a  part 
undertake  to  preicribe  to  the  whole ;  in  demonftrat- 
ing  the  painful  but  indifpenfable  obligation  impofcd 
upon,  the  officers  of  the  Government,  to  employ  the 
public  force  for  the  purpofe  of  fubduing  and  punithing 
the  offenders  ;  and  in  exhorting  the  deluded  rioters 
to  return  to  that  duty,  a  longer  deviation  from  which 
muft  be  deft  ru  (Stive  of  their  happinefs,  as  well  as  in 
jurious  to  the  reputation  and  prosperity  of  their  coun 
try.'  The  Cornmiflioncrs  were  carneftly  requefted 
to  promote  the  views  of  the  General  Government,  on 
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the  fame  occafion,  and,  fhould  their  exertions  pro- 
dace  a  fatisfactory  aflu ranee  of  future  fubmiffion  to 
the  laws,  they  were  authorized,  as  far  as  the  State  of 
Pennfylvania  was  concerned,  '  to  promife  an  act  of 
pardon  and  oblivion  for  the  paft.'  To  obtain,  like- 
wife,  the  aid  of  the  legislative  wifdom  and  authority 
on  this  emergency^  as  well  for  deviSing  the  means  of 
conciliation,  as  for  Strengthening,  in  the  laft  refort, 
the  instruments  of  coercion,  the  Governor  fummoned 
an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  General  ASTembly. 

"  IV.  That,  as  the  accounts  from  the  fcene  of 
infurrecYion  foon  evinced  the  incompetency  of  the 
judicial  power  to  execute  its  functions,  and  it  was 
neceSTary  to  prepare,  at  all  events,  to  maintain  the 
authority  of  Government,  the  Preiident,  while  the 
Commiffioners  were  employed  in  their  pacific  million, 
iffued  his  requiiition,  dated  the  yth  (but  received  oil 
the  8th)  of  AuguSt,  1794,  '  for  organizing  and  hold 
ing  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  a 
corps  of  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  amounting  to 
5200  commiffioned  officers,  non-commiffioned  offi 
cers,  and  privates/  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of  Au- 
guSt,  as  foon  as  the  plan  for  organizing  the  corps 
could  be  formed,  the  Governor,  in  conformity  to  the 
mode  prefcribed  by  law,  tranfmitted  his  general  orders 
to  the  Adjutant-general,  '  for  calling  into  actual 
fervice,  and  holding  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  mo 
ment's  warning,  the  part  of  the  militia  Specified  in 
the  roll,  which  designated  the  quota  of  the  fcveral 
counties,  by  the  claries  moSt  convenient  to  the  Citi 
zens,  and  bed  adapted  to  a  prompt  compliance 
with  the  President's  requisition,  the  part  fo  called 
not  exceeding  four  claSles  of  the  militia  of  the  re- 
ipective  brigades,'  agreeably  to  the  restrictions  con 
tained  in  the  i7th  Section  of  the  Militia  Act.  Thefe 
general  orders  were  immediately  tranfmitted  by  ex- 
prefs  to  the  refpe61ive  Brigade  Infpectors.  The  pe 
riod  limited  by  the  President's  Proclamation,  for  the 
3  difperiion 
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difperfion  of  the  infurgents,  expiring  on  the  iftof 
September,  the  Governor  repeatedly  exprefTed  the 
greatelt  folicitude  that  the  corps,  thus  directed  to  be 
drafted  and  organized,  fhould  be  in  rcadinefs  to 
march  on  that  day;  and,  in  purfuance  of  his  in- 
ftruclions,  the  Adjutant-general  addrefled  another 
circular  letter  to  the  Brigade  Infpe&ors,  dated  the 
2yth  of  Auguft,  in  which  they  were  entreated  to 
make  an  immediate  report  of  the  progrefs  that  had 
been  made  in  executing  the  preceding  general  or 
ders.  This  opportunity  was  likewife  taken  to  con 
vey  the  Governor's  ideas  of  the  importance  of  the 
fervice  to  the  Brigade  Infpeclors,  and  the  militia  in 
general  ;  for  it  was  represented  to  them  that  '  the 
eyes  of  their  fellow-citizens  throughout  the  Union, 
as  well  as  in  Pennfylvania,  were  fixed  upon  their 
conducl :  that  they  muH  be  fenfible,  therefore,  that 
theflighteit  appearance  of  a  want  of  zeal,  or  energy, 
to  embark  in  fupport  of  the  violated  authority  of  the 
laws,  would  produce  that  reproach  and  difgrace, 
which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  public  officers,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  prevent  ;  and  which  it  would  be  their  mil- 
fortune,  more  than  any  other  part  of  the  community, 
to  encounter;  and  that  the  occafion  was  interefiing 
to  every  man  who  felt  his  obligations  to  fociety,  and 
was  defirous  to  prcferve  from  the  fury  of  anarchy,  as 
well  as  from  the  encroachments  of  deipotifm,  the 
independence  of  a  freeman.'  The  ift  of  September 
having  arrived,  the  recent  intelligence  from  the  Com- 
millioners  placed  the  fuccefs  of  conciliatory  meafurcs 
in  a  very  doubtful  point  of  view.  The  want  of  in 
formation,  refpedling  the  progrefs  which  had  been 
made  in  preparing  the  militia  to  march,  became, 
therefore,  more  and  more  painful ;  and  the  receipts 
of  the  following  returns  feemed  to  extinguifh  every 
hope  of  feafonably  complying  with  the  Prefident's 
requifition,  by  means  of  the  ordinary  procefs  of  the 
law. 

"  i  ft. 
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cc  i ft.  The  Infpedlor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
brigade,  almoft  daily,  called  at  the  Secretary's  office, 
with  reprelentations  of  the  embarraiFment  which  he 
experienced  in  complying  with  the  requisition,  and 
repeatedly  exprefled  his  doubt  of  fuccefs,  in  conie- 
quence  of  the  delects  in  the  exiting  militia  la\v. 

"  2(1.  A  return  was  received  from  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  dated  the  29!!]  day  of  Auguft,  179-!-, 
Hating  inconveniences  in  complying  with  the  requi- 
fition,  on  account  of  the  erlecU  ot  the  exoneration 
laws  formerly  palfed,  and  a  general  di  (approbation 
of  the  militia  law  ;  and  concluding  with  a  decla 
ration  that  there  i*  '  very  little  prolpect  of  com 
manding  the  quota  of  the  county/ 

"  3d.  A  return  was  received  from  the  county  of 
Bucks,  dated  the  ^th  of  September,  (794,  dating 
that  '  the  pay  of  the  militia  is  ib  univcrfally  objected 
to,  that  there  is  no  hope  of  completing  the  quota  of 
the  county,  upon  the  prefent  terms  of  fervice/  This 
county  did  not  fend  its  quota  into  the  field. 

"  4th.  A  return  was  received  from  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  dated  the  jd  September,  1794,  dating, 
that,  '  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  8th  of  Auguii, 
1794,  for  drafting  332  militia,  officers  included,  the 
laid  corps  is  held  in  reach  neis  to  march  at  a  mo 
ment's  warning.'  The  lirft  part  of  this  return, 
however,  Hates  inch  difficulties,  as  greatly  dimiuifh 
the  probability  of  Iqccefs  in  obtaining  an  aclual  or 
ganization  of  the  corps;  nor  did  this  county  fend  its 
quota  into  the  field. 

C£  ^th.  A  return  was  received  from  the  countv  of 
Chefter,  dated  the  zSth  of  Auguft,  1794,  itat'ms;  that 
fome  officers  had  actually  refigned,  and  others  wiili 
to  refign,  and  concluding  with  this  remark  :  '  The 
wed  and  north-weft  parts  of  this  countv  feem  to  dif- 
like  the  fervice  they  are  now  ordered  upon  ;  and  in  a 
great  number  of  other  quarters  are  people. who,  as 
they  fay,  are  principled  againft  taking  up  arms,  on 

any 
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any  occasion  ;  fo  that,  I  believe,  unlefs  the  la\v  fa 
rigoroufly  executed,  it  will  be  with  great  difficulty 
I  ihall  make  up  our  quota  ;  but  be  allured  no  exer 
tions  fhall  be  wanting,'  &c. 

<c  6th.  A  return  was  received  from  the  county  of 
Delaware,  dated  the  6th  September,  1794,  ftating  a 
variety  of  difficulties,  that  left  little  hope  of  procur 
ing,  by  regular  drafts,  the  quota  of  this  county. 

"  yth.  A  return  was  received  from  the  county  of 
Dauphin,  dated  the  2gth  Auguft,  1794,  ftating  that 
drafts  had  been  made,  and  orders  given  to  hold  the 
quota  of  this  county  in  readinefs  to  march  ;  but  con 
cluding  with  this  remark  :  '  According  to  the  infor-v 
mation  I  have  received  from  feveral  parts  off  he  county^ 
it  appears  that  the  militia  are  not  willing  to  march  to 
quell  the  infurreclion  in  the  \veftcrn  parts  of  Penn- 
lylvania :  they  fay  that  they  are  ready  to  march  ac 
cording  to  the  former  orders,  again  ft  a  foreign  enemy, 
but  not  againft  the  citizens  of  their  own  State ;  la 
that,  from  circumftances,  I  have  great  reafon  to  be 
lieve  they  will  not  turn  out  on  the  lad  call/ 

"  8th.  A  return  was  received  from  York  county, 
dated  the  6th  of  September,  1794,  flating  that  '  too 
great  a  delay  has  taken  place  in  drafting  the  quota  of 
militia  required  by  the  orders  of  the  8th  of  Auguft 
laft,  not  fo  much  from  backwardness  in  the  militia  of 
this  county  to  ftep  forward  on  the  prefent  important 
occalion,  as  from  the  unprepared  ftate  of  the  Brigade 
Infpeclor  to  make  a  draft,  through  the  former  negli 
gence  or  non-compliance  of  fome  regiments  with  the 
militia  law,  particularly  with  refpecl:  to  claffing  the 
men.'  The  Brigade  Infpeclor  adds,  that  he  experts 
the  required  quota  to  be  in  readinefs  in  the  courfe  of 
the  enfuing  week  ;  but  concludes  his  report  with  a 
declaration,  that  e  the  law  as  it  ftands,  he  is  forry 
to  fay,  holds  forth  no  encouragement,  but  rather  ap 
pears  calculated  to  have  a  contrary  tendency.' 

"  9th.    A  return  was  received    from    Franklin 

county, 
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Bounty,  dated  the  4th  September,  1794,  fiating,  that 
notwithftariding  the  urgent  meafures  taken  to  draft 
and  organize  the  quota  of  this  county,  6  feven  Cap 
tains  had  made  no  returns,  and  the  number  returned 
who  are  willing  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to 
march,  does  not  amount  to  more  than  29  privates, 
and  they  without  arms  and  equipments,  &c.'  The 
Brigade  Infpeclor  concludes  his  report  with  a  decla 
ration,  <  that  he  has  reafon  to  believe  that  few  of 
thofe  who  are  returned,  as  holding  themfelves  in  rea 
dinefs  to  march,  will  march  when  the  orders  are 
given/ 

"  loth.  A  return  was  received  from  Northampton 
county,    dated  the    i4th  September,   1794,    flating 
that  all  the  attempts  to  have  the  quota  of  this  county 
completed,  had  proved  unfuccefsful.     The  Brigade 
Infpeclor  obferves  *  that  until  now  he  has  not  been 
able  to  procure  particular  returns,  of  which  the  en- 
clofed  general,  though  the  incomplete  one,  is  com- 
pofed  ;  and  he  is  apprehenfive,  that  even  thofe  men 
in  the  fame,  except  the  volunteers  (of  which  deno 
mination  the  men  in  the  fifth  regiment  chiefly  con - 
iift)  will  not  march.'     With  a  view  to  fhow  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  people  of  Northampton  county  gene 
rally,  the  Brigade  Infpector  annexed  to  his.  report, 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  firlt  regiment,  and  aflerts  '  that  the  fame  fpirit 
prevails  in  almofl  every  regiment;  confequently,  un 
der  the  prefent  militia  fyftem,  he  fears  the  quota  of 
his  brigade  will  not  be  completed.' 

tc  The  letter  referred  to  contains  the  following  Ian  - 
guage ;  <  I  have  received  in  writing  of  fome  of  the 
Captains,  and  others  by  word,  on  the  5th  of  Sep 
tember,  1794,  who  inform  me  that  the  firftclafs  of 
all,  and  every  company,  were  met  on  purpofe  to  turn 
out  to  do  militia  duty ;  but  as  the  matter  is  that  they 
are  called  to  fight  againft  their  own  fellow-fubje<fts 
and  brethren  at  Fort  Pitt,  on  account  of  the  excife 

law, 
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law,  which  people  in  that  part  are  very  much  againft, 
and  will  not  fubmit  to  be  under  the  fame,  which 
makes  much  difturbance  and  difunion  in  our  United 
States, —  they  are  not  willing  to  turnout.  But  when 
ever  called  upon  to  fight  again!}  the  enemy  or  others 
whatever,  they  are  willing  to  do  duty  as  then  the 
matter  may  require.' — This  county  did  not  fend  its 
quota  into  the  field. 

"  V.  That  the  intelligence  which  was  received  from 
the  Commiilioners,  continuing  to  render  the  fuccefs 
of  Government,  without  the  ute  of  coercive  meaiures, 
more  and  more  doubtful,  the  fcaibn  for  military  ope 
rations  pa  fling  rapidly  away,  and  an  ultimate  requi 
sition  for  the  march  of  the  militia  being  hourly  ex 
pected,  the  Governor  did  not  hefitate  to  conclude, 
from  the  documents  above  Hated,  as  well  as  from 
other  general  fources  of  information,  that  a  Uriel 
adherence  to  the  forms  of  the  exiiling  militia  fyf- 
tem  would  not  enable  him  to  furnifh  that  prompt 
and  efficient  aid  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws, 
which  he  conceived  all  the  principles  of  duty,  policy, 
and  honour,  claimed  from  the  Government  of  Penn- 
fylvania.  It  would  not,  indeed,  have  been  con- 
fiftent  with  his  ideas  of  the  executive  authority,  with 
his  official  character,  or  perhaps  with  his  perfonai 
fecurity,  to  deviate  from  thofe  forms,  until  their  in- 
efficacy  was  fairly  afcertainecl  ;  but  after  the  experi 
ment  was  made,  he  thought  himfelf  juftifiable  in're- 
forting  to  any  means  within  the  fpirit  of  the  law,  left 
the  Commonwealth  fhould  furFer  an  irreparable  in 
jury.  Confidering,  therefore,  that  the  iQthfeclion 
of  the  Militia  Act  declares,  (  that  it  fhall  be  lawful 
for  any  perfon  called  to  do  a  tour  of  duty,  to  find  a 
fufficient  fubflitute,'  the  Governor  determined,  on 
the  fpirit  of  that  provifion,  to  invite  the  Citizens  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  in  the  regular  drafts,  by  a  vo 
luntary  enrollment  as  fubftitutes.  Accordingly,  he 
fucceflively  convened  the  officers  of  the  militia  in 
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the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  feveral  counties,  and 
publicly  addrefTed  them  on  the  fia'te  of  the  infurrec- 
tion,  and  the  neceffity  of  an  immediate  patriotic  ex 
ertion. 

"  The  determination  to  purfue  this  meafure  was 
communicated  to  the  General  ArTembly,  in  the  Go 
vernor's  meflage  of  the  zd  of  September  (F.  i.)  ;  and 
it   received  a  legiflative   fanclion  by  the    act    that 
was  parTed  on  the  igih  of  the  fame  month  (G.   i.). 
The  neceffity  of  undertaking  it,  appeared  not  only 
from  the  general  ftate  of  the  militia  under  the  requi-, 
lition  to  prepare  for  marching,  but  from  the  urgent 
terms  of  the  call  for  the  immediate  march  of  the 
troops.     On  the   Qth  of   September   that   call  was 
communicated  to  the  Governor  (H.  i.).     It  ftated, 
'  that  the  lail  intelligence  from  the  weftern  counties 
leaves  the  iffiie  of  meafures  for  an  amicable  accom 
modation  fo  very  doubtful,  and  the  feafon  for  mili 
tary  operations  is  wearing  away  fo  fail,  that  the  Pre- 
fident,  with  great  reluctance,  finds   himfelf  under 
the  neceffity  of  putting  in  motion,  without  further 
delay,  all   the  militia  which  had  been   called  for.' 
It  requefted,   '  that  the  Governor  would  immediately 
caufe  the  quota  of  this  State  to  affemble.'     And  it 
concluded  with   declaring   that  f  the  Prefident,  in 
making  this  final  call,  entertains  a  full  confidence, 
that  Pennfylvania  will.,  upon  an  occaiion  which  fo 
immediately   affects  herfelf,  as  well  as  the  general 
interefls,  difplay  fuch  zeal  and  energy  as  fhall  main 
tain  unfullied  her  character  for  difcernment,  love  of 
order,  and  true  patriotifm ;  and   that  the  part  fhe 
fhall  act  is   of  peculiar  confequence  to  the  welfare 
and  reputation  of  the  whole  Union.'     On  the   i6th 
of  September  another    letter  was  tranfmitted  from 
the  War  Department,  reprefenting  that  f  every  mo 
ment  brings  frefh  proofs  of  a  fpirit  exceffively  difTe- 
minated,  fatal  to  the  principles  of  good  order  ;  that 
VOL.  i.  T  difa- 
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difagrecable  fymptoms  had  appeared  in  the  two  mofl 
weftern  counties  of  Maryland,  &c. :  that  every  thing 
was  dene  to  pull)  forward  the  Jerfey  militia  to  Car- 
lifle,  &c.  ;  that  it  is  of  the  higheft  moment  that  the 
fpreadings  of  ib  rnifchievous  a  fpirit  fhould  be 
checked  by  every  practicable  effort ;  and  that  the 
President  is  convinced  that  the  Governor  will  ornit  no 
thing  that  can  contribute  to  this  defirable  end.'  The 
next  day  brought  a  repetition  of  the  folicitiide  of  the 
General  Government  for  the  march  of  the  troops. 
The  letter  Itates  that  '  it  becomes  every  moment 
more  and  more  urgent,  that  the  junction  between  the 
Pennfylvania  and  Maryland  militia  at  Carlifle,  fhould 
be  accelerated  ;  and  to  this  end,  ^that  the  corps 
fhould  march  fucceflively  as  faft  as  they  can  be  made 
ready  ;  that  Governor  Howell,  of  New-Jerfey.  was 
in  motion  with  the  van  of  the  militia  of  that  State ; 
that  if  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  Philadelphia 
could  be  hallencd  onward,  it  would  be  particularly 
delirable  ;  and  that  the  artillery  corps  fhould  be  taken 
under  their  care,  with  all  the  pieces  of  artillery  ready. 
"  On  the  20th  of  September  the  rcfult  of  the 
meetings  of  the  people  in  the  weftern  counties  as  far 
as  the  1 3th,  to  give  the  itipulated  tell  of  their  fub- 
miffion  to  the  Government,  was  announced  to  the 
Governor  in  a  letter  from  the  War  Department ;  ac 
cording  to  which  '  it  was  become  the  more  indif- 
penfable  and  urgent  to  prefs  forward  the  forces  def- 
tined  to  act  againii  the  infurgents,  with  all  poilible 
,-scYivity  and  energy,  for  the  advanced  fealbn  left  no 
time  to  fpare  :  it  was  extremely  important  to  afford 
fpeedy  protection  to  the  well-difpofed,  and  to  prevent 
the  preparation  and  accumulation  of  greaier  means 
of  refinance,  and  the  exteniion  of  combinations  to 
abet  the  infurre6iion.'  It  is  proper  here  to  lecollecl:, 
that  while  thcfe  interefting  and  urgent  communica 
tions  were  received  from  the  General  Government, 

the 
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the  reports  of  the  brigade  infpeftors  (dated  nearly 
at  the  fame  period)  were  calculated  to  excite. the 
molt  painful  apprehenfions  of  difappointment  and 
defeat  in  every  attempt  to  embody  our  quota  of  the 
militia.  Under  fuch  inaufpicious  circumftances, 
therefore,  the  Governor  commenced  his  tour  through 
the  counties  ;  but  the  fcene  quickly  changed.  For, 
according  to  the  reprefentation  contained  in  his  lail 
addrefs  to  the  Legiflature,  '  as  foon  as  the  fituation 
of  our  country  was  truly  defcrlbed  and  underftood  ; 
the  daring  and  cruel  career  of  the  malcontents  ;  the 
fubverfion  of  the  judicial  authority  ;  the  failure  of 
every  conciliatory  effort,  and  the  refulting  neceiiity 
of  an  appeal  to  arms,  produced,  in  perfect  unifon 
with  the  Governor's  anticipation,  one  common  fenti- 
ment  of  refentment,  one  common  determination  to 
defend  the  peace  and  order  of  fociety,  againft  the 
machinations  of  licentioufncfs  and  anarchy.' — Still, 
however,  the  critical  feafon  of  the  year,  with  refpecl: 
to  commercial  and  agricultural  purfuits,  and  the  li 
mited  period  for  ailembl  ing  the  troops,  made  it  im 
practicable  to  complete  the  quota  of  the  State  :  a  cir- 
cumftance,  which  adds  to  the  proofs  that  demon- 
ft  rate  the  ncceflity  of  the  Governor's  perfonal  ex 
ertions." 

A  return,  annexed  to  this  Report,  flates  the  whole 
number  of  troops  furnilhcd  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
lylvania,  to  amount  to  four  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  ninety -two,  including  artificers  and  officers  of 
every  defcription.  Where,  then,  fhall  we  look  for 
the  fix  tlioujand  patriotic  volunteers,  who,  as  the  poor 
foolifh  readers  of  the  New  Annual  Regifter  have  be-- 
lieved,  ranged  themfelves  under  the  banners  of  Go 
vernor  Mifnin  ?  What  becomes  .of  the  boafted  in- 
jurmalion,  veracity  >  and  impartiality  of  the  NEW  AN 
NUAL  REGISTER,  and  what  becomes  of  the  reputa 
tion  of  the  Annual  Hiftortan,  who,  I  am  fhocked  to 

T  2  hear, 
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hear,  is  a  Clergyman  of  the  church  of  England  *  ? 
This  Gentleman  (for  he  alone  is  refponlible  to  the 
world  for  the  falfehoods  of  his  writings)  has  boldly 
challenged  his  enemies  to  fhow  one  inftance  in  which 
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he  has  been  guilty  of  a  mifreprefentation.  I  am  not 
his  enemy  in  any  other  fenfe  than  as  the  oppofer  of  his 
political  principles,  which  are  but  too  evident  from 
the  firft  page  to  the  laft  of  his  work  ;  but  I  have 
juft  clearly  proved  one  falfehood  upon  him  ;  and  as 
he  boafts  of  being  in  pofleiiion  of  "  the  left  and  mqft 
authentic  information"  he  will  certainly  not  complain 
if  I  regard  that  falfehood  as  wilful,  hisfokmn  after- 
lion  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

There  is  another  important  circumftance  too, 
which  -is  connected  with  the  fubjecl  of  the  foregoing 
Report,  and  which  has  been  patted  over  in  iilenceby 
the  New  Annual  Reglfter.  I  mean  the  part  which  the 
fartifans  of  France  acled  in  favouring'  the  infiirre&ion, 
and  in  preventing,  for  a  confiderable  time,  the  em 
ployment  of  efficient  means  for  its  fuppreflion. 
This  circumftance  has,  indeed,  never  been  fuffi- 
cientiy  explained  and  expofed,  even  in  America,  and 
therefore  I  could  have  excufed  the  omiflion  of  the 
Writer  of  the  New  Annual  Regiiter,  notwithftand 
ing  his  "  left  and  mojl  authentic  information^  and  his 


;  *  «  No  expenfe  has  been  fpared  for  procuring  the  left  and  moft 
"  authentic  information  concerning  the  great  events  which  at  pre- 
"  fent  agitate  the  political  world.  We  cannot  hut  flatter  ourfelves 
**  that  no  circumflance  of  moment  is  omitted,  and  tmfolcmnly 
"  affert,  that  the  moft  minute  has  not  been  wilfully  mifreprefented" 
—  Preface  to  the  New  Annual  Reyjfterfor  1793. 

"  We  have  aflerted,  that,  to  our  knowledge,  no  circumftance  of 
"  moment  has  been  omitted  or  mifreprefented.  We  defy  our  ene- 
€*  mies  to  inftance  one  ;  and  as  they  have  not  attempted  to  prove 
"  their  charge,  becaufe  evidently  they  cannot  prove  it,  but  have 
"  confined  themfelves  to  bold  and  general  aflertions  ;  we  leave  it  to 
<*  the  fair  determination  of  the  public,  whether  they  do  not  {land 
"  convicted  of  wilful  and  deliberate  falfehood."—  Preface  to  the 
New  Annual  Regifterfor  1794* 
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folemn  aflertion  that  he  has  "  omitted  no  circumftatice 
of  moment J*  if  he  had  not  added  to  this  negative  of 
fence,  the  pofitive  one  of  deliberate  mifreprefentat ion  : 
I  could  have  excufed  him  for  drawing  a  veil  over  the 
treachery  of  the  partifans  of  his  favourite  France, 
had  he  not  had  the  audacity  to  transfer  their  guilt  to 
the  friends  of  England. 

"  It  was  inlinuated  by  fome  of  the  anti- Anglican 
"  party  in  America,  that  the  difcontents  werefecretly 
"  fomented  ~by  the  agents  of  the  Britijh  Cabinet,  and 
"  that  the  infurreclion  in  Pennfylvania,  the  en- 
"  croachments  of  Governor  Simcoe  on  the  Miami, 
"  the  accommodation  between  Algiers  and  Portugal 
"  to  the  manifeft  injury  of  America,  the  talk  of 
*c  Lord  Dorchefter  to  the  Indians,  and  the  unwar- 
"  rantable  capture  and  detention  of  American  vef- 
"  fels,  were  all  parts  of  one  great  fyftem  for  the 
ts  extinction  of  liberty  in  America,  and  for  the  re- 
"  venging  of  the  old  quarrel,  had  the  efforts  of  the 
*f  allies  fucceeded  againft  France.  That  the  variable 
"  conduct  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry  did  indeed  afford 
66  too  much  colour  for  thefe  offer  tions,  we  muft  in  can- 
"  dour  allow  ;  but  the  fame  candour  forbids  too  hafly 
"  an  affent  to  the  conclufion.  The  concurrence  of 
"  thefe  circumftances  appears  rather  the  efFecl:  of  ac- 
<c  cident  than  of  delign  ;  belides,  that  there  has  been 
"  no  f  roof  alleged  of  the  fuppofed  agency  :  and  it 
"  is  our  maxim,  where  no  proofs  of  collufion  can 
"  be  collected  by  the  utmoft  diligence  of  the  Exe- 
"  cutive  Government,  to  withhold  our  belief  of  its 
"  exiftence." 

Never  was  there  a  more  deteilable  falfehood  than 
that  which  this  pafFage  is  intended  to  propagate.  Go 
vernor  Simcoe  had  made  no  encroachments  on  the 
Miami ;  the  accommodation  between  Portugal  and 
Algiers  was  effected  by  Great  Britain  for  the  good  of 
Portugal,  and  not  for  the  injury  of  America ;  the 

T  3  talk 
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talk  of  Lord  Dorchefter  was  a  mere  meaflire  of  de 
fence  againft  the  evidently  intended  hoftility  that 
"was  gathering  in  the  United  States ;  and  the  capture 
of  American  veffels  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  put 
a  flop  to  the  fitting  out  of  privateers  in  the  American 
ports,  to  cruife  under  the  flag  of  France,  againft  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain.  What,  then,  had  thefe 
meafures  to  do  with  the  Wefternlnfurreclion  ?  How- 
could  they  "  afford  too  much  colour"  for  inlinuating 
that  infurreclions  was  fomented  by  the  agents  of 
Great  Britain  ? 

The  candour  of  the  Hiftorian  does,  indeed,  forbid 
a  too  liafty  aflfent  to  this  conclufion.  He  acknow 
ledges  that  there  exifts  no  "proof"  of  the  fadls,  and 
is  even  candid  enough  to  fay,  that,  in  fimilar  cafes, 
it  is  his  maxim  to  ivrthhold  his  belief.  But  has  he  not 
fo  artfully  arranged  the  circumftances,  as  to  induce 
nine  readers  out  of  ten  to  adopt  for  truth,  what  he 
knew  to  be  falfe  ?  The  malignant  coward  dared  not 
openly  fupport  the  insinuation.  The  law  would  have 
pricked  him  for  the  infamous  flander.  He  has,  there 
fore,  had  recourfe  to  the  moft  vile  of  all  the  means 
that  the  devil  ever  fupplied  for  the  purpofes  of  error 
and  mifchief. 

But  I  muft  not  flop  here.  It  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  prove,  not  only  that  the  friends  of  Great  Britain 
had  no  hand  in  the  Weftern  Infurre6Hon,  but  that  the 
partifans  of  France  had  a  hand  in  it.  As  a  moft  ne- 
cefiary  document  in  fupport  of  this  position,  I  fhall 
here  infert  the  famous  intercepted  difpatch  of  the 
French  AmbafTador  FAUCHET,  which,  though  never 
noticed,  even  in  the  flighteft  manner,  by  the  Hifto 
rian  of  the  New  Annual  Regifter,  is  by  far  the  moft 
important  political  paper  ever  publifhed  in  America. 
FAUCHET  was  in  America  during  the  Infurreclion, 
of  which  the  difpatch  is  a  fort  of  hiftory  fent  by  him 
to  the  Directory.  How  this  difpatch  was  intercepted, 
and  what  effecl  it  produced  in  America,  will  be  feen 

in 
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in  the  Analyfis  of  Randolph's  Vindication,  in  the 
New  Year's  Gift,  and  in  the  Account  of  the  Britifh 
Treaty.,  vol.  ii.  The  difpatch  is  introduced  here  for 
the  purpofe  of  fhowing  that  the  French  Mimiter  had 
no  iufpicion  that  the  friends  of  Great  Britain  had 
any  concern  in  the  Infurreclion,  and  that  that  Infur- 
reclion  was  fomented  and  prolonged  by  the  par  tifans  of 
France.  I  beg  the  reader  to  perufe  it  with  attention. 
It  is  a  moil  interefling  document,  and,  with  the  lub- 
fequent  comments,  completely  unravels  the  whole 
myftery  of  the  delay  in  fuppreffing  the  InfurredYion. 

"  Tranjlation  of  Mr.  Fauchefs  Political  Difpatch, 

No.  10*. 

"    LEGATION  OF  PHILADELPHIA." 
FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

u  Private  Correfpondence  of  the 

Mmifter  on  Politics. 
"No.  10. 

"  Philadelphia i  the  loth Brumaire,  $d  Year 
of  the  French  Republic,  one  andindivifible. 
(Oftober  31^,  1794.) 

"  Jofeph  Fauclict)  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
Republic,  near  the  United  States,  to  the  Commijfioner 
of  Foreign  Relations. 

"  CITIZEN, 

"  i.  The  meafures  which  prudence  prefcribes  to 
me  to  take  with  refpecl  to  my  colleagues,  have  ftill 
preiided  in  the  digefting  of  the  difpatches  ligned  by 
them,  which  treat  of  the  infurreclion  of  the  weftern 
countries,  and  of  the  reprellive  means  adopted  by 
the  Government.  I  have  allowed  them  to  be  con 
fined  to  the  giving  of  a  faithful  but  naked  recital  of 


*  It  was  tranflated  by  Mr.  PICKERING,  by  order  of  the  Pre- 
fident. 

T  4  events : 
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events  :  the  reflections  therein  contained  fcarcely  ex 
ceed  the  conclufions  eaiily  deducible  from  the  cha 
racter  affumed  by  the  public  prints.     I  have  referved 
rnyfelf  to  give  you,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  a  key  to  the 
fads  detailed  in  our  reports.  When  it  comes  in  quef- 
tion  to  explain 3  either  by  conjectures  or  by  certain 
data,  the  fecret  views  of  a  foreign  Government,  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  run  the  rilk  of  indifcretions, 
and  to  give  one's  felf  up  to  men,  whofe  known  par 
tiality  for  that  Government,  and  fimilitude  of  paffions 
and  interefts  with  its  chiefs,  might   lead  to  confi 
dences,  the  iffue  of  which  is  incalculable.     Betides, 
the  precious  confejjions  of  Mr.  Randolph  ~j~  alone  throw 
a  fatisfactory  light  upon  every  thing  that  comes  to 
pafs.     Thefe  I  have  not  yet  communicated  to  my 
colleagues.     The  motives  already  mentioned  lead  to 
this  referve,  and  ft  ill  lefs  permit  me  to  open  myfelf 
to  them  at  the  prefent  moment.     I  fhall  then  endea 
vour,  Citizen,  to  give  you  a  clue  to  all  the  meafures, 
of  which  the  common  ditpatches  give  you  an   ac 
count,  and  to  difcover  the  true  caufes  of  the  explo- 
fion,  which  it  is  obftinately  refolved  to  reprefs  with 
great  means,  although  the  flate  of  things  has   no 
longer  any  thing  alarming. 

"  2.  To  confine  the  prefent  criiis  to  the  limple 
queftion  of  the  excife,  is  to  reduce  it  far  below  its 
true  fcale  ;  it  is  indubitably  connected  with  a  general 
explofion  for  fome  time  prepared  in  the  public  mind, 
but  which  this  local  and  precipitate  eruption  will 
caufe  to  mifcarry,  or  at  leafl  check  for  a  long  time. 
In  order  to  fee  the  real  caufe,  in  order  to  calculate 
the  effect  and  the  confequences,  we  mufl  afcend  to 
the  origin  of  the  parties  exifting  in  the  State,  and 
retrace  their  progrefs. 


f  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  Government. — See 
the  Ana ly  a" s  of  his  Vindication,  vol.  ii. 
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"  3.  The  prefent  fyftem  of  government  has  cre 
ated  malcontents.  This  is  the  lot  of  all  new  things. 
My  predecefTors  have  given  information  in  detail 
upon  the  parts  of  the  fyflem  which  have  particularly 
awakened  clamours  and  produced  enemies  to  the 
whole  of  it.  The  primitive  divifions  of  opinion  as 
to  the  political  form  of  the  State,  and  the  limits  of 
the  fovereignty  of  the  whole  over  each  State  indivi 
dually  fovereign,  had  created  the  Federalifls  and  the 
Antifederalifls.  From  a  whimiical  contrail  between 
the  name  and  the  real  opinion  of  the  parties,  a  con- 
trad  hitherto  little  underftood  in  Europe,  the  former 
aimed,  and^/7/  aim  with  all  their  power,  to  annihilate 
fedtralifm,  whilft  the  hitler  have  always  wi/hed  to  pre- 
ferve  it.  This  contraft  was  created  by  the  Con/olida- 
tors  or  the  Conflitutionalifls,  who  being  firfl  in 
giving  the  denominations  (a  matter  fo  important  in 
a  revolution),  took  for  themfelves  that  which  was  the 
mofl  popular,  although  in  reality  it  contradicted  their 
ideas,  and  gave  to  their  rivals  one  which  would  draw- 
on  them  the  attention  of  the  people,  notwithfland- 
ing  they  really  wifhed  to  preferve  a  fyflem  whofe 
prejudices  fhould  cheriih  at  leaft  the  memory  and  the 
name. 

"  4.  Moreover,  thefe  firft  divilions,  of  the  na 
ture  of  thofe  to  be  deftroyed  by  time,  in  proportion 
as  the  nation  fhould  have  advanced  in  the  experi 
ment  of  a  form  of  government  which  rendered  it 
flourifhing,  might  now  have  completely  difappeared, 
if  the  fyfcem  of  finances  which  had  its  birth  in  the 
cradle  of  theconftitution,  had  not  renewed  their  vi 
gour  under  various  forms.  The  mode  of  organizing 
the  national  credit,  the  confolidating  and  funding 
of  the  public  debt,  the  introduction  in  the  political 
economy  of  the  ufage  of  States  which  prolong  their 
exiflence,  or  ward  off  their  fall  only  by  expedients, 
imperceptibly  created  a  financiering  clafs  who 
threaten  to  become  the  ariilocratical  order  of  the 
State.  Several  citizens,  and  among  others  thofe 

who 
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who  have  aided  in  efiabiifhing  independence  with 
their  purfes  or  their  arms,  conceived  themfelves  ag 
grieved  hy  thofe  fifcal  engagements.  Hence  an  oppo- 
fition  which  declares  itfelf  between  the  farmin"1  or 
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agricultural  intereft,  and  that  of  the  fifcal ;  fede- 
raliftn  and  antifederalifm,  which  are  founded  on 
thofe  new  denominations,  in  proportion  as  the  Trea- 
fury  ufurps  a  preponderance  in  the  Government  and 
Legifiation  :  hence,  in  fine,  the  State,  divided  into 
partifans  and  enemies  of  the  Treafurer  and  of  his 
theories.  In  this  new  claffification  of  parties,  the 
nature  of  things  gave  popularity  to  the  latter;  an 
innate  inftindV,  if  I  may  ule  the  expreffion,  caufed 
the  ears  of  the  people  to  revolt  at  the  names  alone  of 
treafurer  and  ftockjobber  ;  hut  the  oppofite  party,  in 
confequence  of  its  ability,  obftinately  peril  fled  in 
leaving  to  its  adverfarics  the  fufpicious  name  of  anti- 
federalift)  whilfl,  in  reality,  they  were  friends  of  the 
Conftitution,  and  enemies  only  of  the  excrefcences 
which  financiering  theories  threatened  to  attach 
to  it.  „/ 

"  5.  It  is  ufelefs  to  Hop  longer  to  prove  that  the 
monarchical  fyilem  was  interwoven  with  thofe  novel 
ties  of  finances,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  latter  fa 
voured  the  attempts  which  were  made  in  order  to 
bring  the  ConfHtution  to  the  former  by  infenfible 
gradations.  The  writings  of  influential  men  of  this 
party  prove  it ;  their  real  opinions  too  avow  it ;  and 
the  journals  of  the  Senate  are  the  depofitary  of  the 
firft  attempts. 

"  6.  Let  us,  therefore,  free  ourfelvcs  from  the  in 
termediate  fpaces  in  which  the  progrefs  of  the  fyflem 
is  marked,  fince  they  can  add  nothing  to  the  proof  of 
its  exigence  ;  let  us  pafs  by  its  fympathy  with  our  re 
generating  movements,  while  running  in  monarchi 
cal  paths  ;  let  us  arrive  at  the  fituation  in  which  our 
republican  revolution  has  placed  things  and  parties. 

"  7.    The  Antifederalifts  difembarrafs  themfelves 

of 
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of  an  infignificant  denomination,  and  take  that  of 
patriots  and  of  republicans :  their  adverfaries  become 
arijiocrats,  notwithstanding  their  efforts  to  preferve 
the  advantageous  illufion  of  ancient  names  ;  opinions 
clafhj  and  prefs  each  other;  the  ariftocratic  attempts 
which  formerly  had  appeared  to  infignificant,  are 
recollecled  ;  the  Treafurer,  who  is  looked  upon  as 
their  firfl  fource,  is  attacked  ;  his  operations  and 
plans  are  denounced  to  the  public  opinion  ;  nay,  in 
the  feffions  of  1/92  and  1793,  a  folemn  inquiry  into 
his  adminiitration  was  obtained.  This  iirft  vidlory 
\vas  to  produce  another  ;  and  it  was  hoped,  that, 
faulty  or  innocent,  the  Treafurer  would  retire,  no 
lefs  by  necefiity  in  the  one  cafe,  than  from  felf-love 
in  the  other.  He,  emboldened  by  the  triumph 
which  he  obtained  in  the  ufelefs  inquiry  of  his  ene 
mies,  of  which  both  objects  proved  equally  abortive, 
feduced  betides  by  the  momentary  reverfe  of  repub- 
licanifm  in  Europe,  removes  the  mafk,  and  an 
nounces  the  anproaching  triumph  of  his  principles. 

"  8.  In  the  mean  time,  the  popular  Jo cie ties  are 
formed*  ;  political  ideas  concentre  themfelves ;  the 
patriotic  party  unite  and  more  clofely  connecl  them 
felves  ;  they  gain  a  formidable  majority  in  the  Legif- 
lattire ;  the  abatement  of  commerce,  the  flavery  of 
navigation,  and  the  audacity  of  England,  flrengthen 
it ;  a  concert  of  declarations  and  cenfuresagainfl  the 
Government  arifes,  at  which  the  latter  is  even  itfclt 
aftonifhed 

"  9.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  things  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  laft,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
year.  Let  us  pafs  over  the  difcoritents  which  were 
moft  generally  expreffed  in  thefe  critical  moments  : 
they  have  been  fent  to  you  at  different  periods,  and 


*  They  were  formed  by  GENET,  the  predeceffor  of  Fauchet ; 
and  DALLAS,  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Fenniylvania,  was  at  the 
head  of  them,  and  was  the  principal  agent  in  their  formation. 

in 
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in  detail.  In  every  quarter  are  arraigned  the  imbeci 
lity  of  the  Government  towards  Great  Britain  * ;  the  de- 
fencelefs  flate  of  the  country  againft  poffible  inva- 
lions  ;  the  csldnefs  towards  the  French  Republic*^1  \ 
the  fyfiem  of  finance  is  attacked,  which  threatens 
eterniling  the  debt  under  pretext  of  making  it  the 
guarantee  of  public  happinefs;  the  complication  of 
that  fyftem  which  withholds  from  general  infpeclion 
all  its  operations ;  the  alarming  power  of  the  in 
fluence  it  procures  to  a  man  whofe  principles  are  re 
garded  as  dangerous  ;  the  preponderance  which  that 
man  acquires  from  day  to  day  in  public  meafures  ; 
and,  in  a  word,  the  immoral  and  impolitic  modes  of 
taxation,  which  he  at  firit  prefents  as  expedients, 
and  afterwards  raifes  to  permanency. 

"  10.  In  touching  this  laft  point*  we  attain  the 
principal  complaint  of  the  Weftern  people^)  and  the 
oflenfible  motive  of  their  movements.  Republicans 
by  principle,  independent  by  character  and  fituation, 
they  could  not  but  accede  with  enthuiiafm  to  the 
criminations  which  we  have  fketched.  But  the  ex- 
cife  above  all  affects  them.  Their  lands  are  fertile, 
watered  with  the  fined  rivers  in  the  world;  but  the 
abundant  fruits  of  their  labour  run  the  riik  of  perifh- 
ing  for  the  want  of  means  of  exchanging  them,  as 
thofe  more  happy  cultivators  do  for  objects  which 
delire  indicates  to  all  men  who  have  known  only 
the  enjoyments  which  Europe  procures  them  ;  they 


*  Thus  we  fee  the  lojllllty  to  the  Federal  Government  arofe 
partly  from  that  Government's  not  relenting  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain, 

-j-  And  from  the  coldnefs  of  the  Federal  Government  towards  the 
Republic  of  France. 

J  This  was  the  principal  complaint ;  but  the  Frenchman  con 
ceived  that  a  *ik<int  of  refentment  towards  Great  Britain,  and  a 
•want  of  friend/hip  for  France,  were  amongft  the  complaints  of  the 
Weftern  people.  How,  then,  could  the  Weftern  Infurrection,  as 
it  is  infmuated  by  ihe  New  Annual  Regifter,  be  fomented  by  the 
Jlgents  of  Great  Britain  f 

therefore 
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therefore  convert  the  excefs  of  their  produce  into  li 
quors  imperfeclly  fabricated,  which  badly  fupply  the 
place  of  thole  they  might  procure  by  exchange.  The 
excife  is  created,  and  itrikes  at  this  confoling  tranf- 
formation  ;  their  complaints  are  anfwered  by  the 
only  pretext,  that  they  are  otherwife  inacceffible  to 
every  fpecies  of  impoft.  But  why,  in  contempt  of 
treaties,  are  they  left  to  bear  the  yoke  of  the  feeble 
Spaniard,  as  to  the  Miffiffippi,  for  upwards  of  twelve 
years  ?  Since  when  has  an  agricultural  people  fub- 
mitted  to  the  unjuft  capricious  law  of  a  people  ex 
plorers  of  the  precious  metals  ?  Might  we  not  fup- 
pofe  that  Madrid  and  Philadelphia  mutually  affifted 
in  prolonging  the  flavery  of  the  river ;  that  the  pro 
prietors  of  a  barren  coaft  are  afraid  left  the  Miffif- 
lippi,  once  opened,  and  its  numerous  branches 
brought  into  activity,  their  fields  might  become  de- 
ferts ;  and,  in  a  word,  that  commerce  dreads  having 
rivals  in  thofe  interior  parts  as  foon  as  their  in 
habitants  Ihall  ceafe  to  be  fubjecls  ?  This  lafc  fup- 
polition  is  but  too  well  founded ;  an  influential 
member  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Izard,  one  day  in  con- 
verfation  undifguifedly  announced  it  to  me. 

"  ii.  I  fhall  be  more  brief  in  my  obfervations  on 
the  murmurs  excited  by  the  fyftem  for  the  fale  of 
lands.  It  is  conceived  to  be  unjuft  that  thefe  vaft 
and  fertile  regions  fhould  be  fold  by  provinces  to  ca- 
pitalifts,  who  thus  enrich  themfelves,  and  retail,  with 
immenfe  profits  to  the  hufbandmen,  pofTeflions 
which  they  have  never  feen.  If  there  were  not  a 
latent  defign  to  arreft  the  rapid  fettlement  of  thoie 
lands,  and  to  prolong  their  infant  ftate,  why  not 
open  in  the  Weft  land  offices,  where  every  body, 
without  diftinclion,  fhould  be  admitted  to  purchafe 
by  a  fmall  or  large  quantity  ?  Why  referve  to  fell  or 
diftribute  to  favgurites,  to  a  clan  of  flatterers,  of 
courtiers,  that  which  belongs  to  the  State,  and 

which 
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which  fhould  be  fold  to  the  greateft  poffible  profit 
of  all  its  members? 

"  12.  Such,  therefore,  were  the  parts  of  the  pub 
lic  grievance,  upon  which  the  Weflern  people  moft 
inlified.  Now,  as  the  common  difpatches  inform 
you,  thife  complaints  were  jfyftematizing  by  the  conver- 
f at  ions  of  influential  men  who  retired  into  thofe  wild 
countries^  and  who,  from  principle,  or  by  a  feries  of 
particular  hear  I- burnings,  animated  difcont en! s  already 
too  near  to  effervescence.  At  laft  the  local  exploiion 
is  effected.  The  Weflern  people  calculated  on  being 
fupported  by  fome  diftinguifhed  characters  in  the 
Eaft,  and  even  imagined  they  had  in  the  lofom  of  the 
Government' tome  abettors,  who  might  fhare  in  their 
grievances  or  their  principles. 

"  13.  From  what  I  have  detailed  above,  thofe 
men  might  indeed  be  fuppofed  numerous.  The 
feflions  of  1793  and  1794  had  given  importance  to 
the  republican  party  and  folidUy  to  its  accufations. 
The  proportions  of  Mr.  Maddifon,  or  his  project  of 
a  navigation  act,  of  which  Mr.  Jefferfon  was 
originally  the  author,  fapped  the  Britilh  intcrefr, 
now  an  integral  part  of  the  financiering  fyiteru. 
Mr.  Taylor,  a  republican  member  of  the  Senate, 
published,  towards  the  end  of  the  fcflion,  three 
pamphlets,  in  which  this  lad  is  explored  to  its  origin, 
and  developed  in  its  progrefs  and  confequences  with 
force  and  method.  In  the  laft  he  afferts  that  the 
decrepit  flate  of  affairs  refulting  from  that  fyftem 
could  not  but  prefage,  under  a  riling  Government, 
either  a  revolution  or  a  civil  war. 

"  14.  The  firfl  was  preparing  :  the  Government, 
which  had  forefeen  it,  reproduced,  under  various 
forms,  the  demand  of  a  difpofable  force  which  might 
put  it  in  a  refpeclabie  ft  ate  of  defence.  Defeated  in 
ibis  meal  tire,  who  can  aver  that  it  may  not  have 
hailened  the  local  eruption,  in  order  to  make  an  ad 
vantageous  diveriion,  and  to  lay  the  more  general 
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ftorm  which  it  favv  gathering  ?  Am  I  not  authorized 
in  forming  this  conjecture  from  the  converfation 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  with  me  and  Le 
Blanc  alone,  an  account  of  which  you  have  in  my 
difpatch,  No.  3  ?  But  how  may  we  expect  that  this 
new  plan  will  be  executed  ?  By  exafperating  and  le- 
vere  meafures,  authorized  by  a  law  which  was  not 
folicitcd  till  the  clofe  of  the  ieffion.  This  law  gave 
to  the  one  already  cxifting  for  collecling  the  excife, 
a  coercive  force  which  hitherto  it  had  not  poflefled, 
arid  a  demand  of  which  was  not  before  ventured  to 
be  made.  By  means  of  this  new  law,  all  the  re 
fractory  citizens  to  the  old  one  were  caufed  to  be 
purfued  with  a  fudden  rigour — a  great  number  of 
writs  were  iffued.  Doubtlefs  the  natural  confe- 
quences,  from  a  con  dud  fo  decifive  and  fo  harih, 
were  expecled  ;  and  before  thefe  were  manifefled, 
the  means  of  rcpreflion  had  been  prepared  ;  this  was 
undoubtedly  what  Mr.  Randolph  meant  in  telling  me, 
that,  under  pretext  of  giving  energy  to  the  Government, 
it  was  Intended  to  introduce  abfolule  power,  and  to 
mi/lead  the  Prefident  in  paths  which  would  conduft  him 
te  unpopuJariy. 

"  15.  Whether  the  exploiion  has  been  provoked 
by  the  Government,  or  owes  its  birth  to  accident,  it 
is  certain  that  a  commotion  of  fome  hundreds  of 
men,  who  have  not  iince  b£en  found  in  arms,  and 
the  very  pacific  union  of  the  counties  in  Braddock's 
field,  a  union  which  has  not  been  revived,  \vere  not 
fymptoms  which  could  juflify  the  railing  of  fo  great 
a  force  as  15,000  men.  Beiidcs,  the  principles,  ut 
tered  in  the  declarations  hitherto  made  public,  ra 
ther  announced  ardent  minds  to  be  calmed,  than 
anarchifh  to  be  lubdued.  But  in  order  to  obtain 
fomething  on  the  public  opinion  prepolFefTed  againft 
the  demands  contemplated  to  be  made,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  magnify  the  danger,  to  disfigure  the  views 

of 
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of  thofe  people,  to  attribute  to  them  the  dejign  of  uniting 
them/elves  with  England*,  to  alarm  the  citizens  for 
the  fate  of  the  confutation,  whilft  in  reality  there- 
volution  threatened  only  the  minifters.  This  ftep 
fucceeded ;  an  army  is  raifed  : — this  military  part  of 
the  fuppreffion  is  doubtlefs  Mr.  Hamilton's  ;  the  pa 
cific  part,  and  the  fending  of  cornmrffioners,  are  due 
to  the  influence  of  Mr.  Randolph  over  the  mind  of 
the  Prefident,  whom  I  delight  always  to  believe,  and 
whom  I  do  believe,  truly  virtuous,  and  the  friend  of 
his  fellow-citizens  and  principles. 

"  1 6.  In  the  mean  time,  although  there  was  a 
certainty  of  having  an  army,  yet  it  was  neceflary  to 
affbre  themfelves  of  co-operators  among  the  men 
whofe  patriotic  reputation  might  influence  their 
party,  and  whofe  lukewarmncis,  or  want  of  energy 
in  the  exifiing  conjunctures,  might  compromit  the 
fuccefs  of  the  plans.  Of  all  the  Governors  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  appear  at  the  head  of  the  requifitions, 
tlit  Governor  of  Pennjylvania  alone,  enjoyed  the  name 


*  Now,  reader,  obferve  well,  that  this  is  the  language  of  the 
French  Ambaflador,  fpeaking  in  fecret  to  his  mailers,  the  Directory. 
This  man  fays,  that,  in  order  to  magnify  the  danger,  it  was  found 
neceirary  ';  to  difguife  the  vieews  of  the  infur gents,  and  to  attribute  t<t 
tbemthe£tcJtgnof\iNn:iKG  THEMSELVES  TO  ENGLAND.  "  It  was 
fo ;  and  the  Hiftorian  of  the  New  Annual  Regifter  has  lent  his  hand 
to  the  bafe  political  fraud.  Let  him  not  plead  ignorance,  for  he 
has  declared  himfelf  to  be  in  pofleffion  of  "  the  beft  and  moji  au 
thentic  intelligence"  and  has  impudently  defied  his  accufers  to 
point  out  one  material  omiffion  or  mifreprefentation.  Now,  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  Report  (above  infcrted)  reflecting  the  mi 
litia  of  Pennfylvania,  was  publijhed  in  the  autumn  of  1794;  yet 
the  Hiftorian  of  the  New  Annual  Regifterfuppreffed  the  important 
fatts  it  exhibits.  The  difpatch  of  FAUCHET  was  publifhed  in 
December,  1795  ;  yet  no  notice  has  ever  been  talcen  of  it  by  the 
Hiftorian,  who  has  thus  fliamefully  fupprefled,  as  far  as  lay  in  his 
power,  the  moft  important  State  Paper  that  ever  was  publifhed  in 
America.  The  motive  of  this  fuppreiiion  the  reader  will  be  at  no 
lois  to  difcover,  when  he  perceives  that  the  difpatch  contains  the 
riiofl  fatislaclory  evidence  of  the  turpitude  of  republicans* 

of 
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fe/  republican:  his-  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treafury  and  of  his  fyftems  was  known  to  be  un 
favourable.  The  Secretary  of  this  State  poffcjfed 
great  influence  in  the  Popular  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
which  in  its  turn  influenced  thofe  of  other  States*;  of 
toutfe  he,  merited  attention.  It  appears,  therefore,  that 
thefe  men,  with  others  unknown  to  me,  all  having, 
without  doubt,  Randolph  at  their  head,  were  ba 
lancing  to  decide  on  their  party.  Two  or  three  days 
before  the  proclamation  was  publifhed,  and  of 
courle  before  the  Cabinet  had  refolved  on  its  meafure?, 
Mr.  Randolph  came  to  fee  me  with  an  air  of  great 
eagernefs,  and  made  to  me  the  overtures,  of  which  I 
have  given  you  an  account,  in  my  No,  6  *.  Thus,  with 
fome  thoufands  of  dollars^  the  Republic  could  have  de 
cided  on  civil  war  or  on  peace  !  Thus  the  confciences 
of  the  pretended  patriots  of  America  have  already 
their  prices  !  It  is  very  true  that  the  certainty  of  thefe 
concluftons,  painful  to  be  drawn,  will  for  ever  exift 
in  our  archives !  What  will  be  the  old  age  of  this 
Government,  if  it  is  thus  early  decrepit !  Such,  Ci 
tizen,  is  the  evident  confequence  of  the  fyftem  of 
finances  conceived  by  Mr.  Hamilton.  He  has  made 
of  a  whole  nation  a  flock-jobbing,  Speculating,  felf- 
ifh  people.  Riches  alone  here  fix  consideration ; 
and  as  no  one  likes  to  be  defpifed,  they  are  univer- 
fally  fought  after.  Neverthelefs  this  depravity  has 
not  yet  embraced  the  mafs  of  the  people ;  the  ef- 
fecls  of  this  pernicious  fyftem  have  as  yet  but  flightly 
touched  them.  Still  there  are  patriots,  of  whom  I 
delight  to  entertain  an  idea  worthy  of  that  impoling 
title.  Confult  Monroe,  he  is  of  this  number ;  he 
had  apprized  me  of  the  men  whom  the  current  of 


*  For  the  purport  of  this  difpatch  (No.  6)  fee  the  Analyfs  of 
Randolph's  Vindication,  vol.  ii.  p.  371,  from  which  it  will  appear 
that  Randolph  aiked  the  French  Ambaflador  for  money. 

VOL,  i.  u  events, 
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events  had  dragged  along  as  bodies  devoid  of  weight. 
His  friend  Majdifon  is  alfo  an  honeft  man.  Jeffer- 
fon,  on  whom  the  patriots  caft  their  eyes  to 
fucceed  the  Preiident,  had  forefeen  thefe  cnfes.— - 

-He  prudently  retired,  in  order  to  avoid  making 
a  figure  againfl  his  inclination,  in  fccnes,  the  fe 
rret  of  which  will,  foon  or  late,  be  brought  to 
light. 

"   17.  As  foon  as  it  was  decided  that  the  French  Re- 
publicpurckafcd  no  men  to  do  their  duty,  there  were  to  be 

feen  individuals,  about  whofe  conduft  the  Government 
could  at  leaft  form  uneajy  conjectures,  giving  them- 

f elves  up  with  a  fcandalous  ojlentation  to  its  views,  and 
even  Jeconding  its  declarations.  The  Popular  So 
cieties  foon  emitted  refolutions  flamped  with  the 
fame  fpirit,  and  who,  although  they  may  have  been 
advifed  by  love  of  order,  might  neverthelefs  have 
omitted  or  uttered  them  with  lefs  folemnity.  Then 
were  fcen  coming  from  the  very  men  whom  we  had 
been  accuftomed  to  regard  as  having  little  friend- 
fliip  for  the  fyllem  of  the  Treafurcr,  harangues  with* 
out  end,  in  order  to  give  a  new  direflion  to  the  public 
mind.  The  militia,  however,  manifeft  fome  repug 
nance,  particularly  in  Pcnnfylvania,  for  the  fervice 
to  which  they  were  called.  Several  officers  refign  : 
at  laft,  by  excurfions  or  harangues,  incomplete  re- 
quifitions  are  obtained,  and  fcattered  volunteer  corps, 
from  different  parts,  make  up  the  deficiency.  How 
much  more  interesting,  than  the  changeable  men  whom  I 
have  painted  above* ,  were  thofe  plain  citizens  who 
anfwered  the  folicitations  which  were  made  to  them 
to  join  the  volunteers—*  If  we  are  required,  we  will 

*  Tfeis  is  the  point  which  wilt,  by  and  by,  arreftour  attention, 
In  the  mean  time,  the  reader  will  obiervc,  that  FAUCHET  con 
firms  niy  account  of  the  arming  of  the  militia,  and  completely 
overfets  that  of  his  good  friend,  the  Hiltorian  of  the  New  Animal 
Regljier. 
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rnarch,  becanfe  we  do  not.wifh  not  to  have  a  go 
vernment,  but  to  arm  ourfelves  as  volunteers  would 
be  in  appearance  fubfcribing  implicitly  to  the  excife 
i'yflem,  which  we  reprobate.* 

u  1 8.  What  I  have  faid  above,  authorizes  then 
our  fefting  on  the  opinion  become  incontestable,  that 
in  the  crilis  which  has  burir,  and  in  the  means  em 
ployed  for  reftoring  order,  the  true  queftion  was  the 
deilruclion  or  the  triumph  of  the  Treafurer's  plans. 
This  being  once  eilabli£hed,  let  us  pals  over  the 
facls  related  in  the  common  difpatches,  and  fee  how 
the  Government,  or  the  Treafurer,  will  take  from 
the  very  ftroke  which  threatened  his  fyitem,  the  fafe 
opportunity  of  humbling  the  adverfe  party,  and  of 
lilencing  their  enemies,  whether  open  or  concealed. 
The  army  marched — the  Preiident  made  known  that 
he  was  going  to  command  it — he  fet  out  for  Car- 
lifle — Hamilton,  as  I  have  underftood,  requeued  to 
follow  him — the  Preiident  dared  not  to  refufe  him. 
It  does  not  require  much  penetration  to  divine  the 
object  of  this  journey  :  in  the  Preiident  it  was  wife  ; 
it  might  alfo  be  his  duty.  But  in  Mr.  Hamilton  it 
was  a  confluence  of  the  profound  policy  which  di 
rects  all  his  fteps  ;  a  meafure  dictated  by  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart.  Was  it  not  interelt- 
ing  for  him,  for  his  party,  tottering  under  the 
weight  of  events  without,  and  accufations  within, 
to  proclaim  an  intimacy  more  perfect  than  ever  with 
the  Preiident,  whole  very  name  is  a  fufficient  fhield 
againil  the  moft  formidable  attacks  ?  Now  what 
more  evident  mark  could  the  President  give  of  his 
intimacy,  than  by  fufFering  Mr.  Hamilton,  whofe 
name  even  is  underftood  in  the  Weft  as  that  of  a 
public  enc.uy,  to  go  and  place  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  army  which  went,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreilion, 
to  caufe  his  fyftem  to  triumph  againft  the  oppofitioa 
of  the  people  ?  The  prefence  of  Mr.  Hamilton  with 
the  army  muft  attach  it  more  -than  ever  to  his 

u  2  party  : 
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party  :  we  fee  what  ideas  thefe  circumftances  give 
birth  to  on  both  fides;  all,  however,  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Secretary. 

"  19.  Three  weeks  had  they  encamped  in  the 
Weft  without  a  lingle  armed  man  appearing.  How 
ever,  the  Preiident,  or  thofe  who  wifhed  to  make 
the  moft  of  this  new  manoeuvre,  made  it  public  that 
he  was  going  to  command  in  perfon.  The  feffion  of 
Congrefs  being  very  near,  it  was  wiihed  to  try  whe 
ther  there  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  preffes, 
which  were  fuppofed  to  have  changed,  a  lilence, 
whence  to  conclude  the  poffibility  of  infringing  the 
conftitution  in  its  moft  effential  part  ;  in  that  which 
fixes  the  relation  of  the  Preiident  with  the  Legifla- 
ture.  But  the  patriotic  papers  laid  hold  of  this  artful 
attempt :  I  am  certain  that  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  which  alone  remained  at  Philadelphia  (for 
while  the  Minifter  of  Finance  was  with  the  army, 
the  Minifter  of  War  was  on  a  tour  to  the  province 
of  Maine,  400  miles  from  Philadelphia),  maintained 
the  controverfy  in  favour  of  the  opinion  which  it  was 
deftred  to  eftablilh.  A  comparifon  between  the  Pre 
iident  and  the  Englifh  Monarch  was  introduced, 
who,  far  removed  from  Weftminfter,  yet  ftricily  ful 
fils  his  duty  of  fanclioning ;  it  was  much  iniifted  on, 
that  the  Conftitution  declares  that  the  Prefident  com 
mands  the  armed  force ;  this  limilitude  was  treated 
with  contempt ;  the  confequence  of  the  power  of 
commanding  in  perfon,  drawn  from  the  right  to 
command  in  chief  (or  direct)  the  force  of  the  State, 
was  ridiculed,  and  reduced  to  an  abfurdity,  by  fup~ 
poring  a  fleet  at  fea  and  an  army  on  land.  The  re- 
fult  of  this  controverfy  was,  that  fome  days  after  it 
was  announced  that  the  Preiident  would  come  to 
open  the  approaching  feffion. 

"  20.  During  his  ftay  at  Bedford,  the  Prefident 
doubtlefs  concerted  the  plan  of  the  campaign  with 
Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  he  left  the  command  in  chief. — • 

The 
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The  letter  by  which  he  delegates  the  command  to 
him,  is  that  of  a  virtuous  man,  at  leaft  as  to  the 
major  part  of  the  fentiments  which  it  contains ;  he 
afterwards  fet  out  for  Philadelphia,  where  he  has 
juft  arrived,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  remains  with  the 
army. 

"  21.  This  laft  circumftance  unveils  all  the  plan 
of  the  Secretary  ;  he  prelides  over  the  military  ope 
rations,  in  order  to  acquire,  in  the  light  of  his  ene 
mies,  a  formidable  and  impoling  conlideration.  He 
and  Mr.  Lee,  the  commander  in  chief,  agree  per- 
ieclly  in  principles.  The  Governors  of  Jerfey  and 
Maryland  harmonize  entirely  with  them ;  the  Go 
vernor  of  Pennsylvania,  of  whom  it  never  would 
have  been  fufpecled,  lived  intimately  and  publicly 
with  Hamilton.  Such  a  union  of  perfons  would 
be  matter  fufficient  to  produce  reiiftance  in  the  weft-f 
ern  counties,  even  admitting  they  had  not  thought 
of  making  any. 

"  22.  The  foldiers  themfelves  are  aftonifhed  at 
the  fcandalous  gaiety,  with  which  thofe  who  poifefs 
the  fecret,  proclaim  their  approaching  triumph. — It 
is  afked,  of  what  ufe  are  15,000  men  in  this  coun 
try,  in  which  provifions  are  fcarce,  and  where  are 
to  be  feized  only  fome  turbulent  men  at  their  plough  ? 
Thofe  who  conducted  the  expedition  know  this  ;  the 
matter  is  to  create  a  great  expenfe ;  when  the  fums 
fhall  come  to  be  afTefTed,  no  one  will  be  willing  to 
pay;  and,  fhould  each  pay  his  affeffment,  it.  will 
be  done  in  curling  the  in/urgent  principles  of  the 
patriots, 

"  23.  It  is  impoffible  to  make  a  more  able  ma 
noeuvre  for  the  opening  of  Congrefs.  The  paffions, 
the  generous  indignation,  which  had  agitated  their 
minds  in  the  lail  leffion,  were  about  being  renewed 
with  Hill  more  vigour;  there  was  nothing  to  an 
nounce  of  brilliant  fuccelTes  which  they  had  pro- 
The  hoftilities  of  Great  Britain  on  the  Con- 
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tinent,  fo  long  difguifed,  and  now  become  evident, 
a  commerce  always  haraffed,  ridiculous  negotia 
tions  lingering  at  London,  waiting  until  new  con 
junctures  fhould  authorize  new  infults  :  fuch  was  the 
piclure  they  were  likely  to  have  to  offer  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  People.  But  this  crifis,  and  the 
great  movements  made  to  prevent  its  confequences, 
change  the  ftate  of  things.  With  what  advantage 
do  they  denounce  an  atrocious  attack  upon  the  Con- 
fHtution,  and  appreciate  the  activity  ufed  to  reprefs 
it !  The  ariftocratical  party  will  foon  have  under  flood 
the  fecfet ;  all  the  misfortunes  will  be  attributed  to 
the  patriots  ;  the  party  of  the  latter  is  about  being  de- 
ferted  by  all  the  weak  men,  and  this  complete  feflion 
will  have  been  gained. 

"  24.  Who  knows  what  will  be  the  limits  of 
this  triumph  ?  Perhaps  advantage  will  be  taken  by 
it  to  obtain  fome  laws  for  ftrengthening  the  Govern 
ment,  and  flill  more  precipitating  the  propenflty,  al 
ready  vifible,  that  it  has  towards  ariflocracy. 

"  25.  Such  are,  Citizen,  the  data  which  I  pof- 
fefs  concerning  thefe  events,  and  the  confequences  I 
draw  from  them  ;  I  wilh  I  may  be  deceived  in  my 
calculations,  and  the  good  difpofition  of  the  people; 
their  attachment  to  principles  leads  me  to  expect  it. 
I  have,  perhaps,  herein  fallen  into  the  repetition  of 
reflections  and  facts  contained  in  other  difpatches ; 
but  I  wifhed  to  prefent  together  fome  views  which  I 
have  reafon  to  afcribe  to  the  ruling  party,  and  fome 
able  manoeuvres  invented  to  fupport  themfelves.— r 
Withput  participating  in  the  paffions  of  the  parties, 
I  obferve  them  ;  and  I  owe  to  my  country  an  exact 
and  flrict  account  of  the  fituation  of  things.  I  fhall 
make  it  my  duty  to  keep  you  regularly  informed  of 
every  change  that  may  take  place  ;  above  all,  I  fhall 
apply  myfelf  to  penetrate  the  difpofition  of  the  Le- 
giflature ;  that  will  not  a  little  afiill  in  forming  the 
final  idea  which  we  ought  to  have  of  thefe  move 
ments^ 
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ments,   and   what  we  fhould  really  fear  or  hope 
from  them. 

"  Health  and  fraternity. 

(Signed)  «  J.  FAUQHET." 

On  commenting  on  this  ever-memorable  difpatch, 
the  firfl  thing  I  fhall  do  is,  to  recall  the  reader's  at<- 
tention  to  the  fadts  contained  in  the  i6th  and  i-jth 
paragraphs,  where  it  is  clearly  flated,  that  MIFF  LIN, 
the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania,  DALLAS,  the  Secre 
tary  of  that  State  (who  was  alfo  the  leader  in  the 
Popular  Societies  eftablifhed  by  Genet),  RANDOLPH, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  States  Govern 
ment,  with  others  unknown  to  Fauchet,  were  ba 
lancing  which  fide  they  fhould  take,  that  of  the  Fe 
deral  Government,  or  that  of  the  Weftern  In- 
furgents.  It  is  further  flated,  that  RANDOLPH  went 
to  the  French  Ambaffador,  to  whom  he  made  over 
tures,  which  would  have  enabled  the  French  Re 
public,  if  her  AmbafTador  had  fome  thouiands  of 
dollars  at  his  difpofal,  to  have  decided  on  civil  war ^ 
or  on  peace. 

While  this  plan  of  obtaining  money  from  France 
was  in  agitation,  MIFFLIN,  DALLAS,  and  RAN 
DOLPH,  were  ufing  their  utmofl  exertions  to  prevent 
rigorous  meafures  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern 
ment.  By  recurring  to  the  Report,  which  Secretary 
DALLAS  made  to  the  Legiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  in 
justification  of  the  tardy  conduct  of  the  Governor, 
in  afTembling  the  quota  of  the  State,  the  reader  will 
perceive,  that  numerous  pretexts  were  invented  for 
not  calling  out  the  militia,  and  that  every  poffrble 
obftacle  was,  for  a  long  time,  thrown  in  the  way  of 
an  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Prefident. 

While  MIFFLIN  and  DALLAS  were  thus  engaged 
in  keeping  back  the  quota  of  Pennfylvania  (which 
was  to  form  one  half  of  the  army),  RANDOLPH  was 

u  4  as 
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as  bufily  employed  in  embarrailing  and  intimidating; 
the  councils  of  the  Federal  Government.  He  was 
on,e  of  the  four  officers  of  tfate,  whom  the  Prefl- 
dent  confulted  ;  snd  the  following  letter,  written  juft 
before,  the  time  when  VAUCHET  fiates  the  money 
overtures  to  have  been  made  to  him,  will  clearly 
fhow  the  connexion  of  his  advice  with  thole 
overtures. 

ILdmund  Randolph  to  the  Prefident. 


<c 


SIR,  Philadelphia,  $th  Augtift,  1794. 

<c  The  late  events  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pittfc 
burg  appeared,  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  them,  to 
be  extcnlive  in  their  relations.  But  fubfequent  re- 
fieclion,  and  the  conference  with  the  Governor  of 
Pennjyl-vatna,  have  multiplied  them  in  my  mind  ten 
fold.  Indeed,  Sir,  the  moment  is  big  with  a  crifis, 
which  would  convulfe  the  eldeft  government ;  and 
if  it  fhonld  burfl  on  ours,  its  extent  and  dominion 
can  be  but  faintly  conjectured. 

<f  At  our  firft  confutation,  in  your  prefence,  the 
indignation  which  we  all  felt,  at  the  outrages  com 
mitted,  created  a  defire,  that  the  information  re 
ceived  fhould  be  laid  before  an  afTociate  Juitice,  or 
the  diflricl  Judge  :  to  be  considered  under  the  adl  of 
May  2,  1792.  This  Hep  was  urged  by  the  neceflity 
of  under/landing,  without  delay,  all  the  means 
veiled  in  the  Preiident,  for  fuppreiling  the  progrefs 
of  the  mifchief.  A  caution,  however,  was  pre- 
fcribed  to  the  Attorney  General,  who  fubmitted  the 
documents  to  the  Judge,  not  to  exprefs  the  mofl 
diflant  wifh  of  the  Prefident  that  the  certificate  fhoulcl 
be  granted. 

"  The  certificate  has  been  granted ;  and  although 

the  teftimony  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  yet  in  fuffi- 

cient  legal  form,  to  become  the  groundwork  of  fuch 

an  act ;  and  a  Judge  ought  not  a  priori  to  decide 

4  that 
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that  the  Marfhal  is  incompetent  to  fupprefs  the  com 
binations  by  the  pojje  comitatus,  yet  the  certificate,  if 
it  be  minute  enough,  is  conclufive,  that,  "  in  the 
**  counties  of  Waihington  and  Alleghany  in  Penn- 
"  fylvania,  laws  of  the  United  States  are  oppofed, 
"  and  the  execution  thereof  obftructed  bycorabina- 
66  tions  too  powerful  to  be  fupprelTed  by  the  ordi- 
ff  nary  courfe  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the 
<c  powers  veiled  in  the  Marihal  of  that  diflricV'-- 
But  the  certificate  fpecifies  no  particular  law  which 
has  been  oppofed.  This  defed,  I  remarked  to  Judge 
Wilfon,  from  whom  the  certificate  came,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  thedefignof  the  law  being,  that  a  Judge 
ihould  point  out  to  the  Executive,  where  the  Judici 
ary  Hood  in  need  of  military  aid,  it  was  frultrated  if 
military  force  fhould  be  applied  to  laws,  which  the 
Judge  might  not  contemplate.  He  did  not  yield  to 
jny  reafoning  ;  and  therefore  I  prefume  that  the  ob 
jection  will  not  be  received  againfl  the  validity  of 
the  certificate. 

"  Upon  the  fuppofition  of  its  being  valid,  a 
power  arifes  to  the  Prefident,  to  call  forth  the  mili 
tia  of  Pcnnfylvania,  and  eventually  the  militia  of 
other  States,  which  may  be  convenient.  But  as  the 
law  does  not  compel  the  Prefident  to  array  the  mili 
tia  in  confequenoe  of  the  certificate,  and  renders  it 
lawful  only  for  him  fo  to  do  ;  the  grand  inquiry  is, 
whether  it  be  expedient  to  exercife  this  power  at  this 
time. 

"  On  many  occafions  have  I  contended,  that, 
whenfoever  military  coercion  is  to  be  reforted  to  in 
fupport  of  law,  the  militia  are  the  true,  proper,  and 
only  instruments  which  ought  to  be  employed.  But 
a  calm  furvey  of  the  Situation  of  the  United  States 
has  prefentcd  thefe  dangers  and  thefe  objections, 
and  bani/ktt  every  idea  of  calling  them  into  immediate 


*' 


298  WESTERN  INSURRECTION. 

"  i.  A  radical  and  univerfal  diffatisfadlon  with 
the  excife,  pervades  the  four  tranfmontane  counties 
of  Pennfylvania,  having  more  than  iixty-three  thou  - 
fand  Ibuls  in  the  whole,  and  more  than  fifteen  thou- 
land  white  males  above  the  age  of  fixteen.  The 
counties  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  mountain,  and 
fome  other  populous  counties,  are  infecled  by  limilar 
prejudices,  inferior  in  degree,  and  dormant,  but  not 
extinguifhed. 

"  2.  Several  counties  in  Virginia,  having  a 
ftrong  militia,  participate  in  t-hefe  feelings. 

"  3.  The  infurgents  themfelves.  numerous,  are 
more  clofely  united  by  like  dangers,  with  friends 
and  kindred,  fcattered  abroad  in  different  places, 
who  will  enter  into  all  the  apprehenfions,  and 
combine  in  all  the  precautions  of  fafety  adopted  by 
them. 

tc  4.  As  foon,  too,  as  any  event  of  eclat  fhall 
occur,  around  which  perfons,  difcontented  on 
other  principles,  whether  of  averlion  to  the  Go 
vernment,  or  difguit  with  any  meafures  of  the 
Adminiftration,  may  rally,  they  will  make  a  common 
caufe. 

"  5.  The  Governor  of  "Pennfylvania  has  declared 
his  opinion  to  be,  that  the  militia,  which  can  be 
drawn  forth,  will  be  unequal  to  the  tajk. 

"  6.  If  the  militia  of  other  States  are  to  be  called 
forth,  //  is  not  a  decided  thing,  that  many  of  them  may 
not  refufe.  And  if  they  comply,  is  nothing  to,  be 
apprehended  from  a  flrong  cement  growing  between 
all  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  when  they  per 
ceive,  that  another  militia  is  to  be  introduced 
into  the  bofom  of  their  country  ?  The  experiment  is  at 
leaji  untried. 

"  7.  The  expenfe  of  a  military  expedition  'will  be 
•very  great ;  and  with  a  devouring  Indian  war,  the 
commencement  of  a  navy,  the  fum  to  be  expended 
for  obtaining  a  peace  with  Algiers,  tfae  deftruclion 
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of  our  mercantile  capital  by  Britifh  depredations.,  the 
uncertainty  of  war  or  peace  with  Great  Britain,,  the 
impatience  of  the  people  under  increafed  taxes, 
the  punctual  fupport  of  our  credit ;  —it  behoves  thofe 
who  manage  our  fifcal  matters  to  be  fure  of  their 
pecuniary  refources,  when  fo  great  a  field  of  new 
and  unexpected  expenfe  is  to  be  opened. 

"  8.  Is  there  any  appropriation  of  money,  which 
can  be  immediately  devoted  to  this  ufe  ?  If  not,  how 
can  money  be  drawn  ?  It  is  laid  that  ^appropriations 
are  to  the  war  department  generally ;  but  it  may 
deferve  inquiry,  whether  they  were  not  made  upon 
particular  fratements  of  a  kind  of  fervice,  effentially 
diftinft  from  the  one  propofed. 

"  If  the  intelligence  of  the  overtures  of  the  Britljh 
to  the  Wejlern  Counties  be  Irue,  and  the  inhabitants 
fhould  be  driven  to  accept  their  aid*)  the  fupplies  of 
the  weftern  army — the  weftern  army  itfelf  may  be 
deilroyed  ;  the  reunion  of  that  country  to  the  United 
States  will  be  impracticable;  and  we  mnft  be  en 
gaged  in  a  Britifh  war.  If  the  intelligence  be  probable 
only,  how  difficult  will  it  be  to  reconcile  the  world 
to  believe  that  we  have  been  coniiilent  in  our  con 
duct  ;  when,  after  running  the  hazard  of  mortally 
offending  the  French  by  the  punctilious  obfervance 
of  neutrality  ;  after  deprecating  the  wrath  of  the 
Englifh  by  every  poffible  act  of  government ;  after 
the  requeft  for  the  fufpenllon  of  the  fettlement  at 
Prefque  Ifle,  which  has  in  fome  meafure  been  founded 
on  the  poffibility  of  Great  Britain  being  roufed  to 
arms  by  it ;  we  purlue  meafures  which  threaten  col- 
liiion  with  Great  Britain,  and  which  are  mixed  with 
the  blood  of  our  fellow-citizens  ! 


*  The  reader  will  here  reeur  to  whatFAUCHET  fays  on  this 
fubjeft  :  u  It  was  necefTary,"  fays  he,  "  to  DISGUJSE  the  motives 
f*  of  the  inf urgent  s,  to  attribute  to  them  tbt  dcjign  of  UNITING 
Ist  THEMSELVES  WITH  ENGLAND.  " 

«  10. 
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"  10.  If  mifcarriage  fhonld  befall  the  United  States 
in  the  beginning,  what  may  not  be  the  confequence  ? 
And  if  this  fhould  not  happen,  is  it  poilible  to  forefee 
what  may  be  the  effect  of  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  thou- 
fand  of  our  citizens  being  drawn  into  the  field  againfi 
as  many  more  ?  There  is  another  enemy  m  the  heart  of 
ilie  Southern  States,  who  would  not  Jleep  with  fuch  an 
opportunity  of  advantage*. 

"  ii.  It  is  a  fact  well  known,  that  the  parties  in 
the  United  States  are  highly  inflamed  againfl  each 
other;  and  that  there  is  but  one  character  which 
keeps  both  in  awe.  As  foon  as  the  fword  fhali  bq 
drawn,  who  will  be  able  to  reflrain  them  ? 

"  On  this  fubject  the  fouls  of  fome  good  men 
bleed  :  they  have  often  afked  themfclves  why  they 
are  always  ib  jealous  of  military  power,  whenever  ii 
has  been  propofed  to  be  exerciied  under  the  form  of 
a  fuccour  to  the  civil  authority  ?  How  has  it  hap 
pened,  that,  with  a  temper  not  addicted  to  fufpicion, 
nor  unfriendly  to  thofe  who  propofe  military  force, 
they  do  not  court  the  fhining  reputation  which  is 
acquired  by  being  always  ready  for  ftrong  meafures  ? 
This  is  the  reafon  ;  that  they  are  confident  that  they 
know  the  ultimate  fenfe  of  the  people  ;  that  the  will 
of  the  people  muft  force  its  way  in  the  Government ; 
that,  notwithstanding  the  indignation  which  may  bq 
raifed  againil  the  infurgents,  yet  if  meafures  unne-t 
ceiiarily  harfh,  difproportionably  harfh,  and  without 
a  previous  trial  of  every  thing  which  law  or  the  fpirit 
of  conciliation  can  do,  be  executed,  that  indignation 
will  give  way,  and  the  people  will  be  eftranged  from 
the  Adminift  ration  which  made  the  experiment. 
There  is  a  fccond  reafon  ;  one  motive,  affigned  in 
argument,  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  has  been,  that 
a  government  can  never  be  faid  to  be  eftablifhed 
until  fome  lignal  difplay  has  manifefled  its  power  of 

*  The  Negro  (laves. 
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ftiilitary  coercion.  This  maxim,  if  indulged,  would 
heap  curies  upon  the  Government.  The  ftrength  of 
a  government  is  the  affe6tion  of  the  people  ;  and 
while  that  is  maintained,  every  invader,  every  infur- 
gent,  will  as  certainly  count  upon  the  fear  of  its 
ftrength,  as  if  it  had  with  one  army  of  citizens  mown 
down  another. 

"  Let  the  parties  in  the  United  States  be  ever 
kindled  into  action,  fentiments  like  thefe  will  pro 
duce  a  flame  which  will  not  -terminate  in  a  common  re 
solution. 

"  Knowing,  Sir,  as  I  do,  the  motives  which  govern 
you  in  office,  I  was  certain  that  you  would  be  anxi* 
ous  to  mitigate,  as  far  as  you  thought  it  practicable, 
the  military  courfe  which  has  been  recommended. 
You  have  accordingly  fufpended  the  force  of  the 
preceding  obfervations,  by  determining  not  to  call 
forth  the  militia  immediately  to  aclion,  and  to  fend 
Commiffioners,  who  may  explain  and  adjuft,  if  pof- 
iible,  the  prefent  difcontents. 

"  The  next  queltion  then  is.,  whether  the  militia 
fhall  be  directed  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs,  or 
fhall  not  be  fummoned  at  all  ? 

6(  It  has  been  fuppofed  by  fome  gentlemen,  that 
when  reconciliation  is  offered  with  one  hand,  terror 
fhould  be  borne  in  the  other  ;  and  that  a  full  am- 
neily  and  oblivion  fhall  not  be  granted,  unlefs  the 
excife  laws  be  complied  with  in  the  fulleft  manner. 

"  With  a  language  fuch  as  this,  the  overtures  of 
peace  will  be  coniidered  delufive  by  the  infurgents, 
and  the  moft  of  the  world.  It  will  be  faid  and  be 
lieved,  that  the  deiign  of  fending  Coinmiffioners  was 
only  to  glofs  over  hoftility  ;  to  endeavour  to  divide ; 
to  found  the  ftrength  of  the  infurgents  ;  to  difcover 
the  raofb  culpable  perfons,  to  be  marked  out  for  pu- 
nifriment ;  to  temporize  until  Congrefs  can  be  pre 
vailed  upon  to  order  further  force,  or  the  weftern 
army  may  be  at  leifure  from  the  favages,  to  be  turned 

upon 
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upon  the  infurgents;  and  many  other  fufpicions  will 
be  entertained  which  cannot  be  here  enumerated. 
When  Congrefs  talked  of"  fome  high-handed  fteps 
againfl  Great  Britain,  they  were  d  fapproved,  as 
counteracting  Mr.  Jay's  miffion  ;  becaufe  it  could 
not  be  expected  fhe  would  be  dragooned.  Human 
nature  will,  to  a  certain  point,  fhow  itfelf  to  be  the 
fame,  even  among  the  Alleghany  mountains.  The 
miffion  will,  I  fear,  fail;  though  it  would  be  tome 
the  moft  grateful  occurrence  in  life  to  find  my  pre- 
diclion  faliified.  If  it  docs  fail,  and  in  confequence 
of  the  disappointment  the  militia  fhould  be  required 
to  .act,  then  will  return  that  fatal  train  of  events, 
which  I  have  ftated  above,  to  be  fufpended  for  the 
prefent. 

"•  What  would  be  the  inconvenience  of  delay  ? 
The  refult  of  the  miffion  would  be  known  in  four 
weeks,  and  the  Prefident  would  be  mafter  of  his 
raeafures,  without  any  previous  commitment.  Four 
weeks  could  not  render  the  infurgents  more  formi 
dable  ;  that  fpace  of  time  might  render  them  lefs  fo, 
by  affording  room  for  reflection  ;  and  the  Govern 
ment  will  have  a  fufficient  feafon  remaining  to  ao 
tion.  Until  every  peaceable  attempt  lhall  be  ex- 
haufted,  it  is  not  clear  to  me,  that  as  foon  as  the  call 
is  made,  and  the  proclamation  ifYued,  the  militia  may 
not  enter  into  fome  combination,  which  will  fatisfy 
the  infurgents  that  they  need  fear  nothing  from  them, 
and  fpread  thole  combinations  among  the  militia. 

"  My  opinion  therefore  is,  that  the  Commiffioners 
will  be  furnifhed  with  enough  on  the  fcore  of  terror, 
when  they  announce,  that  the  Prefident  is  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  certificate  of  the  Judge.  It  will  con 
firm  the  humanity  of  the  million;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  fome  men  might  pay  encomiums  on  deci- 
lion,  vigour  of  ncrvrs,  &c.  &c.  if  the  militia  were 
d  to  be  held  in  rcadinefs,  the  majority 

would 


AUGUST,  1794.  305 

would  conceive  the  merit  of  the  miffion  incomplete 
if  this  were  to  be  done. 

"  It  will  not,  however,  be  fuppofed,  that  I  mean 
that  thefe  outrages  are  to  pafs  without  animadversion. 
No,  Sir.  That  the  authority  of  Government  is  to  "be 
maintained  is  not  lefs  my  pofition  than  that  of  others. 
But  I  prefer  the  accomplifhment  of  this  by  every 
experiment  of  moderation  in  the  firft  initance.  The 
itcps,  therefore,  which  I  would  recommend  are, — 

"  i.  A  ferious  proclamation,  ftating  the  mifchief, 
declaring  the  power  poffefTed  by  the  Executive,  and 
announcing  that  it  is  withheld  from  motives  of  hu 
manity,  and  a  wifh  for  conciliation. 

"  2.  Commiflioners,  properly  inflrucled  to  the 
fame  objects. 

"  3.  If  they  fail  in  their  miffion,  let  the  offenders 
be  proiecuted  according  to  law. 

"  4.  If  the  judiciary  authority  is,  after  this,  with- 
ftood,  let  the  militia  be  called  out. 

61  Thefe  appear  to  me  to  be  the  only  means  for 
producing  unanimity  in  the  people  :  and  without 
their  unanimity  Government  may  be  mortified  and 
defeated. 

"  If  the  President  fhall  determine  to  operate  with 
the  militia,  it  will  be  neceifary  to  fubmit  fome  ani~ 
madveriions  upon  the  interpretation  of  the  law.  For 
it  ought  clofely  to  be  coniidered,  whether,  if  the  com 
binations  Ihould  difperfe,  the  execution  of  procefs  is 
not  to  be  left  to  the  Marfhal  and  his  foffe.  But  thefe 
$vili  be  deferred,  until  orders  fhall  be  difcuffed  for 
the  militia  to  march. 

"  I  have  the  honour,  Sir,  to  be, 
"  With  the  higheft  refpecl 

<c  And  fincereft  attachment, 
**  Your  moll  obedient  fervant, 

66  EDM.  RANDOLPH.'* 

z  Nerer 
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Never  did  the  imagination  of  a  traitor  conceive  £ 
more  formidable  chain  of  obftacles  than  is  prefented 
in  this  letter,  which  failed  not  to  produce  its  effect; 
for  the  Prelident,  had  he  at  once  iffued  his  orders  to 
affemble  the  forces,  might  have  extinguifhed  the  in- 
furrection  long  before  the  time  that  it  was  finally 
effected,  and  might  have  faved  all  the  expenfe  arid 
toil  with  which  the  expedition  was  attended. 

Now  to  trace  this  advice  of  RANDOLPH,  and  the 
fluggiih  conduct  of  MIFFLIN,  to  their  true  caufe, 
we  have  only  to  recur  once  more  to  FAUCHET*S  dif- 
patch,  paragraph  16.— "  As  loon,"  lays  he,  "  ae  it 
"  was  decided,  that  the  French  Government  purchajed 
5'  ;zo  men  to  do  their  duty,  there  were  to  be  leen  indi- 
"  viduals,  about  whole  conduct  the  Government 
"  might  at  leaft  form  uneafy  conjectures,  giving 
"  themfelves  up  with  a  fcandalous  orientation  to  its 
"  views,  and  even  feconding  its  declarations.  Then 
"  were  feen  coming  from  thefe  men  harangues  without 
"  end,  in  order  to  give  a  new  direction  to  the  'public 
"  mind,  &c."  By  looking  over  the  Report  to  the 
Lcgiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  it  will  be  feen,  that,  till 
after  the  end  of  Auguft  (when  the  money  overtures 
were,  for  want  of  cafh^  rejected),  the  Governor  of 
Pennfylvania  made  no  exertions  to  affemble  the  mi- 
]  itia ;  but,  after  the  overtures  had f ailed >  then  he  began 
his  "  tour  through  the  counties"'  On  this  tour  he 
made  "  harangues  without  end,  in  order  to  give 
a  new  direction  to  the  public  mind"  RANDOLPH'S 
change  of  conduct  was  more  remarkable  {till.  He 
wrote  a  feries  of  effays  againfl  the  infurgents,  which 
effays  wereinduftrioufly  circulated  through  the  coun 
try,  in  the  public  papers.  Having  failed  in  their  pro 
ject  for  obtaining  the  pecuniary  aid  of  France,  thefe 
men  were  anxious  to  remove  all  ground  of  fulpicion,, 
by  appearing  to  entertain  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
anger  againfl  the  infurgents.  Hence  the  "fcandat* 
ous  ojientation"  of  which  Fauchet  fbeaks.  and  which 
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tlicl,  indeed,  excite,  at  the  time,  no  fmall  degree  of 
amazement  in  the  people  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  army  marched,  and  the  infurrection  was 
quelled.  The  New  Annual  Regifter  takes  great  pains 
to  propagate  the  belief  that  this  event  produced  no 
evil  at  all.  According  to  the  account  which  it  gives 
of  the-expedition,  one  would  imagine,  that  the  troops 
had  a  very  pleafant  excurfion  of  about  two  months  ; 
that  they  found  their  deluded  countrymen  full  of 
penitence  for  what  they  had  done ;  that  both  fides 
were  inftantly  reconciled  ;  and  that  peace  was  reftored 
without  violence  or  injury.  I  fhall  quote  its  words  : 

"  In  the  beginning  of  October  the  Prefident  in 
cc  perfon  joined  the  army  at  Carlifle,  of  which  Go- 
<(  vernor  Lee  of  Virginia  was  appointed  Commander 
fe  in  Chief,  and  Governor  Mifflin  fecond  in  com- 
"  mand.  From  Carlifle  the  army  proceeded  to  Fort 
<c  Bedford.  In  their  route  they  experienced  no  op- 
"  pofition,  and  feveral  of  the  leading  infurgents  were 
<ff  apprehended.  On  the  approach  of  the  main  army, 
<c  amounting  to  7000  men,  who  expected  hourly  to 
<c  be  joined  by  a  reinforcement  of  6000  from  Cum- 
<c  berland,  the  infurgents  fuddenly  difbanded,  and 
<c  their  leaders  difappeared.  On  the  2^th  of  October 
"  a  refpectable  meeting  of  the  principal  planters  and 
€f  inhabitants  of  the  weflern  counties  was  held  at 
"  Pittfburg,  where  they  entered  into  a  folemn  refo- 
"  lution  to  fubmit  to  the  laws  of  the  republic,  and 
"  to  promote  order  and  good  government  by  every 
"  means  in  their  power.  Though  every  appearance 
"  now  maniferl  ed  the  return  of  peace  and  good  order, 
"  General  Wafhington  judged  it  prudent  to  ftation 
**  a  fmall  force  for  a  certain  period  in  the  difaffected 
<c  counties.  Thefe  meafures  had  the  defired  effect  ; 
<e  the  infurgents  who  were  taken,  we  have  under- 
"  flood,  were  all  pardoned  ;  and  thus,  by  a  happy 
"  mixture  of  Jirmnefs  with  moderation,  an  infiirre£tion9 
"  which,  under  a  rajh  and  intemperate  adminiftration, 
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"  might  have  had  the  moft  fatal  effects,  was  quelled 
<c  without  blood/lied,  and    alrnojl  without   violence  or 

"  /*A" 

This  complinent  the  Hiftorian  of  the  New  Annual 
Regifter  would  have  beftowed  on  no  Government 
but  a  republican  one.  It  is  my  bufinefs,  however,  to 
ftate  truths  j  and  to  ftrip  off  the  difguife  with  which 
this  artful  promulgator  of  falfehoods  has  conftantly 
endeavoured  to  hide  the  weaknefles  and  crimes  of 
that  fpecies  of  government,  or  rather  that  fpecies  of 
anarchy.  The  infurreclion  was  put  an  end  to,  he 
tells  us,  "  alrnojl  without  violence  or  loft"  Your  little 
qualifying  words  are  very  ufeful  to  a  writer  like  thi?. 
Ahnoft)  hardly,  much  about  >  arid  the  like,  are  words 
on  which  the  Hiftorian  of  the  New  Annual  Regifter 
places  his  chief  dependance,  in  cafes  of  detection. 
He  knows  very  well,  that  nineteen  twentieths  of  his 
readers  are  totally  uninformed  as  to  the  matter  on 
which  he  writes ;  and  he  alfo  knows,  that,  amongft 
thole  who  are  able  to  detect  him,  very  few  will  ever 
take  the  pains  to  do  it.  If  any  one  fhould  give  him- 
felf  the  trouble  to  drag  him  before  the  public,  then 
the  crafty  and  malicious  liar  has  recourfe  to  hisjaving 
fhrafes ;  he  makes  out  a  plaufible  defence,  and  the 
ilupid  public  not  only  pardons  him,  but  again  places 
confidence  in  his  flatements. 

"  Alinoft  without  violence  or  lofs"  The  loft  to  the 
Treafury  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  the  parti 
cular  States  which  fupplied  troops  for  the  expedition, 
amounted  to  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  which 
was  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
United  States  for  that  year.  In  men  the  lofs  was  four 
hundred  and  forty- one  of  the  troops  >  who  died  before  the 
return  of  the  army.  Some  of  thefe  would,  undoubt 
edly,  have  died  at  home,  during  the  fame  time  ;  but 
J  think  we  may  fairly  place  three  hundred  deaths  to 
the  fatigues,  hardfhips,  and  diffipation  occalioned  by 
the  march.  I  faw  the  Pennfylvariia  troops  enter 
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Philadelphia  on  their  return,  and  never  did  my  eyes 
behold  fo  deplorable  a  fight.  They  were  dirty,  rag 
ged,  and  lean,  except  the  young  men  of  the  city, 
who  had  clothed  and  equipped  tSent/efaeS)  and  who 
had  expended  thirty  or  forty  pounds  each  to  purchafe 
comforts  on  their  march  :  they  looked  more  like  a 
proceflion  of  paupers  going  to  a  workhoufe,  than 
like  an  army  returning  triumphant  from  the  cam 
paign. 

But  it  is  necefFary  to  give  fbfne  account  of  the 
conduct  of  the  army  towards  the  people.    This  I  fhall 
take   from  CALLENDER,  who  has  given  a  Iketch  of 
the  hitfory  of  the  campaign,  and  who  has  brought  to 
gether  thofe  fa  cts  related  by  FINDLEY  and  BRACKEN- 
RIDGE,  the  only  perfons  who  publifhed  any  thing  on 
the  fubject.    The  reader  will  have  no  very  high  opi 
nion   of  the  veracity  of  CALLENDER  (fee  vol.  ii.  p. 
5,  and  fevcral  other  parts  of  this  work) ;  nor  will  he, 
when  he  fhall  be  acquainted  with  the  characters  of 
FINDLEY  and  BRACKENRIDGE,  place  implicit  confi 
dence  in  what  either  of  them  may  fay,  or  fvvear  :  but 
thefe  men  have  related  facts,  they  have  publifhed 
them,  and  they  have  hitherto  remained  uncontra- 
dieted  by  their  opponents.  I  could  relate  fome  curious 
things  refpedting  the  expedition,  which  have  never 
yet  been  noticed  in  print ;  but,    whenever  1  can  do 
it,  I  love  to  refer  to  the  republicans  themfelves.     I 
jfhall   now   infert    CALLENDER'S    fketch,    obferving 
that  the  author  entertains  an  attachment  to  France, 
and  to  republicanifm,  full  as  warm  and  as  lincere  as 
that  of  the  Hifrorian  of  the  New  Annual  Regifter. 
It  appears  tf  range,  at  firfl  fight,  that  the  partifans  of 
France,  who  are  in  America,  fhould  be  oppofed  to 
the  Federal  Government,  while  thofe    of  her  par 
tifans  who  are  in  England,  are  continually  loading 
that  government  with  eulogiums ;  but,  from  a  clofe 
view  of  the  fubjecl:,  we  fhall  perceive  that  the  con 
duct  of  both  is  perfectly  conftftent,  and  has  a  direct 
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tendency  to  the  fame  object.     In  England  the  moft 
effectual  way  of  injuring  the  caufe  of  monarchy,  and 
of  ferving  France,  is  to  make  the  lilly  people  believe 
that  out   of  the  American  rebellion  has    grown  a 
government  infinitely  better  than  that  which  that 
rebellion  deftroyed  ;  but  in  America  it  is  neceffary 
to  decry  this  fame  excellent  government,  in  order  to 
prepare  the  way  for  its  deftruclion,  and  for  fhifting 
its  power  into  the  hands  of  France.  Thus  was  it  with 
refpecl  to  Switzerland.    Till  that  country  was  over 
run  by  France,  its  policy,  its  government,  its  laws,  its 
religion,  arid  its  cuftoms.,  were  the  everlafting  theme 
of  applaufe  with  all  thofe  who  vvifhedto  deftroy  the 
monarchy  of  England.     But  no  fooner  did  the  in 
fernal  nation  lay  their  rapacious  and  bloody  hands 
on  her,  than  thofe  very  fame  men,  and  women  too, 
who  had  before  painted  Switzerland  as  the  paradife 
of  freedom,  began  to  difcdver  that  it  was  the  very 
hell  of  ilavery ;  and  were  France  to  overturn  the 
Federal  Government^  and  all  the  State  Governments 
in  America,  we  fhould  foon  hear  the  Hiftorian  of  the 
New  Annual  Regifter,  and  other  writers  of  the  fame 
flamp,  reprefenting  thofe  governments  as  the  worfr. 
of  defpotifms.  With  them  the  interefts  of  the  French 
Republic  outweigh  every  other  conlideration  ;  they 
regard  her  as  the  greater!  and  moft  powerful  patron 
of  rebellion,  and  they  ferve  her  with  fidelity,  zeal, 
and  enthuftafin. 


A  Sketch  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Weftern  Infurreftion,  by 
James  Thomfon  Cullender,  publiftted  at  Philadel 
phia,  1798. 

The  money  for  defraying  Ihe  expenfe  of  the  army 
was  fupplied  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  Conftitution. 
That  inftrument.,  Article  J.  Section  ix.  Claufe  6. 
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fays,  that  "  no  money  fhall  be  drawn  from  theTrea- 
"  fury,  but  in  confequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
"  law."  There  exifted  a  ftatute,  authorizing  the 
Prefident  to  call  out  the  militia,  in- cafe  of  an  infur- 
re&ion  ;  but,  by  an  overfight  in  framing  the  law, 
he  had  no  power  to  take  mon^y  from  the  Treafury  to 
fupport  them.  "  The  monies  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
Ci  fury  on  that  occaiion  (the  Weftern  Expedition), 
'*c  were  paid  out  of  a  fund  appropriated  for  other  and 
(f  diftlnft  purpofes ;  they  were  not  drawn,  agreeable 
"  to  the  conftitution,  in  confequence  of  any  appro- 
<e  priation  made  by  law.  It  might  be  a  defect  in  the 
"  law,  authorizing  the  expenfe,  not  to  have  pro- 
( (  vided  the  means ;  but  that  defecl:  ihould  have 
"  been  remedied  by  the  only  competent  authority, 
"  by  convening  Congrefs  *."  This  omiffion  in  the 
law  fhows^the  maflerly  ftyle  in  which  our  flatutes 
are  fometimes  compofed. 

If  the  bombardment  of  a  Britifh  fleer,  or  the  dif- 
embarkation  of  a  French  army,  had  not  left  one  mo 
ment  to  fpare,  ingulfing  neceflity  would  juftly  have 
fuperfeded  all  forms,  and  vindicated  the  irregular  ab- 
ilraction  of  a  million  of  dollars.  Yet  even  in  that 
cafe,  the  Prefident,  at  the  next  meeting  of  Congrefs, 
ought  to  have  explained  and  apologized  for  the  mea~ 
fure. 

But  no  fuch  imminent  danger  had  a  being.  There 
was  ample  time  to  have  afTembled  Congrefs.  Ne 
ville  the  Infpedlor's  houfe  was  burnt  on  the  iyth  of 
July,  1794.  The  firft  proclamation  by  the  Prelident 
was  ifTued  on  the  ;th  of  Augufl,  and  the  fecond  on 
the  2 fth  of  September  following.  It  was  not  till 
after  the  latter  date  that  the  militia  were  ordered  to 
march.  Thefeven  weeks  intervening  between  the  two 
proclamations  allowed  full  time  for  affembling  the 
Legiflature.  Of  this  Mr,  Adams  hath  afforded  an 

*  Galiatin,  p.  82. 
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infrance,  in  the  firftfeffion  of  the  fifth  Congrefs.  In- 
flead  of  this  legal  and  pra&icable  meafure,  the  Pre- 
fident,  Wafhington,  walked  firaight  through  the 
Conftitution,  through  the  privileges  of  the  Legifla- 
ture,  and  the  duties  of  his  own  refpeclive  office. 

If  Congrefs  had  been  previoufly  called,  the  very 
report  of  their  arTembling  would  have  {truck  a  mor 
tal  damp  into  this  thoughtlefs  rabble,  who  had  nei 
ther  plans,  leaders,  nor  refonrces.  The  folemnity  of 
the  ftep  was  Cure  of  making  a  confiderable  impref- 
lion.  Time  would  have  been  gained  alfo  for  more 
accurate  information ;  and  as  the  fifteen  thoufand 
militia ,  who  did  march  over  the  mountains,  never 
favv  an  enemy,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  five  thoufand 
could  have  done  the  bufinefs  equally  well. 

But   Mr.  Hamilton  had   many  good  reafons  for 
not  wiihing  to  call  Congrefs.     The  found  policy  of 
the  excife  law  would  have  met  with  a  fevere   difcuf- 
fion.     The  expenfe  and  danger  of  a  civil  war  mult 
have  rendered  excife  completely  odious.     Every  le 
nient  meafure  was  fure  to   have  been  tried  before  a 
fingle  regiment  would  be  ordered  to  march,  and  the 
fcquel  fhows  that  they  muft  have  been  fuccefsful. — 
The  fober  and  fubftantial  mafs  of  the  weftern  citi 
zens,  though  averfe  to  excife,  were  yet  firm  on  the 
fide  of  Government.     In  the  profpect  of  an  agree 
ment,  Hamilton  faw  nothing  but  the  reprobation  of 
his  meafures,    and  the  fracture  of  his   importance. 
The  parties  in  Congrefs  are  nicely  poifed  ;  but  every 
legiflative  affembly  has  a  number  of  doubtful  mem 
bers  ;  and  the  natural averfion  to  civil  bloodfhed  held 
out  an  irrefiltible  caufe,  or  a  folid  pretence,  for  uni- 
\erfally  deferring  the  fix  per  cent,  ftandard.     In  this 
cafe,  the  latter  could  not,  probably,  have  muftered 
one  third  of  the  members,  and  minorities  are  always 
dangerous  to  a  political  party.     The  republicans  ab 
hor  the  ex-fecretary  with  a  cordiality  of  hatred  equal 
to  his  own.  "  They  confider  him  as  a  fecond  Pando 
ra's 
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ra's  box,  from  whofe  tranfcendent  capacities  for  mif- 
chief  have  exclufively  and  collectively  fprung  the 
whole  political  misfortunes  of  America.  The  utmoft 
force  of  the  party  was  certain,  therefore.,  to  have 
been  levelled  personally  at  him,  and  his  vulnerable 
fides  offered  an  ample  verge  for  the  quivers  of  invec 
tive.  Hence  he  fhunneda  previous  meeting  of  Con- 
grefs,  where  it  was  more  than  an  equal  chance  that  he 
fhould  find  not  protection  and  triumph,  but  reproach 
and  defeat.  This  feems  to  be  the  only  rational  key 
to  his  conduct  in  hazarding  a  civil  war,  and  a  rape 
upon  the  Treafury,  without  confulting  the  Legif- 
lature. 

The  infignificance  of  their  conduct  when  they  did 
meet,  fhowed  that  the  victory  of  Mr.  Hamilton  was 
as  complete  in  Philadelphia  as  at  Pittlburg.     On  the 
1 9th  of  November,   1794,  the  Prefident   addrefled 
the  two  Houfes  *.     He  began,  as  ujual,  with  a  refer 
ence  to  divine  goodnefs,  and  to  the  riches,  power,  and 
happinels,    for  which  America  feems  deftined.     A 
pompous  and  exaggerated  Iketch  was  then  given  of 
the  infurrection.     Certain  felf-created  focieties  were 
referred  to,  as  having  affumed  the  tone  of  condemn 
ation  towards  the    meafures  of  Government.     But 
the  Prefident  forgot  to  mention,  and  much  lefs  to 
apologize  for,  the  felf-created  power  of  taking  a  mil 
lion  of  dollars  from  the  public  Treafury.     When  he 
related  the  outrages  committed  upon  officers  of  Go 
vernment,  he  overlooked  the  provocations  by  which 
they  had  been  excited,  the  numerous   inftances  of 
mifmanagement  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treafury,  by  which  they  had  been  fofiered,  and  the 
thoufand-fold  enormities  of  the  Federal  army,  and  of 
that   Secretary  under   which   they  had  been  over 
whelmed.   There  is  a  French  fable  of  a  gardener,  and 
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a  hare,  that  fometimes  carjae  through  the  hedge  and 
cropt  his  cabbages.  He  rcprefented  the  cafe  to  a 
gentleman,  who,  next  day,  with  a  pack  of  hounds, 
entered  the  garden  in  chafe  of  her.  The  dogs  did 
more  mifchief  in  five  minutes,  than  the  hare  could 
have  done  in  feven  years;  and,  after  all,  pufs  got 
away. 

This  is  a  concife  and  impartial  picture  of  the  Fede 
ral  army,  with  one  fin  all  difHndlion,  that  the  gar 
dener  was  a  fool,  and  the  Secretary  a  knave.  Never 
think  that  you  underftand  the  flory  of  this  infurrec- 
tion,  till  you  read  Findley  and  Brackenridge. 

Mr.  Brackenridge  writes  with  more  eafe  and  viva 
city  than  Mr.  Findley.     His  perfpicuity,  his  fimpli- 
city,  his  piclurefque  minutenefs,  conduct  his  reader 
into  the   fcene  of  ad  ion.     You  fee,  hear,  and   feelA 
juft  as  the  author  aclually  did;  and  this  itfelf  is  a 
talent  of  high  excellence.     Arnidft  much  entertain 
ment,  candour  will  forgive  the  ferious   or  affedlecj 
vanity  that  fometimes  peeps  through  the  curtaip  of 
his  mind.     Thefe  two  writers  have  been  neglected. 
An  eftimate  of  the  fales  may  induce  a  belief  that  they 
have  never  been  perufed  by  more  than  two  or  three 
'  thoufand  American  Citizens,  that  is  to  fay,  by  per 
haps  a  two  hundredth  part  of  the  community  at  large. 
Without  fuch  a  perufal,  however,  it  is  impoffible  to 
eomprehend  the  nature  and  effecls  of  the  weflern, 
riots.     The    declamation  that  fills  the  Federal  ga 
zettes  and  pamphlets  cannot  afford  ajufl  or  lumi 
nous  conception  of  this  all-important  fubjecl ;  which 
is,  therefore,  grofsly  and  almoft  univerfally  mifun- 
derflood.     Next  to  the  compofition  of  a  good  book 
by  yourfelf,  one  of  the  bcft  fervices  to  the  public  is 
the  recommending  of  another  which  nas  been  over 
looked. 

After  thus  explaining  where  a  proper  account  of 

the  infuireclion  may  be  found,  we  go  back  to  the 

Prefident,  his  Congrefs,  and  his  fpeech.     "  It  has 
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cc  been  a  fpe&acle,"  fays  he,  "  difplaying  to  the 
"  higheft  advantage,  the  value  of  republican  go- 
fe  vernment,  to  behold  the  mofl  and  the  leaft  weal- 
"  thy  of  our  citizens,  ftanding  in  the  ranks  as  pri- 
(f  vate  foldiers,  pre-eminently  diftinguifhed  by  being 
<c  the  army  of  the  conftitution."  He  ought  to  have 
faid,  of  monarchical  government,  for  every  part  of 
the  buiinefs  bore  the  ftamp  of  defpotifnv  In  the 
firft  place,  the  four  counties  were  outlawed  on  the 
fingle  notification  of  Judge  Wilfon.  That  any  lin- 
gle  man  fhould  have  been  intrufted  with  fo  vaft  a 
difcretionary  power,  was  inconfiflent  with  republican 
freedom. 

General  Wafhington  fent  Commiffioners  to  treat 
•with  the  infurgents  ;  but  if  Hamilton  had  been  Pre- 
lident,  he  would  immediately  have  marched  againfr. 
them,  and  the  four  counties  mull  have  been  covered 
with  blood  and  afhes,  by  the  official  temerity  of  one 
man,  and  the  ferocious  impetuofity  of  another.  This 
is  but  a  poor  fpecimen  of  republican  government' 
and  yet  it  might  take  place. 

Again,  the  army  was  railed  on  principles  purely 
pionarchicaL  The  Prelident  acted  folely  on  the  aur 
thority  of  a  law  invefting  him,  during  the  recefs  of 
Congrefs,  with  unlimited  power  ;  a  law  that  may  one 
day  overturn  the  Conftitution.  Let  us  explain  it  by 
the  following  fuppoiition  :  the  prefent  Congrefs' will 
ceafe  to  exift  on  the  3d  of  March,  1799.  On  the 
4th,  Mr.  Adams  may  get  a  certificate  from  fome 
confidential  Judge,  that  Virginia  or  TennefTee  is  in  a 
ftate  of  rebellion.  Whether  the  (lory  be  true  or 
falfe,  refls  entirely  within  his  brearr.  He  diredly 
calls  out  the  militia ;  and  as  this  infurreclion  is  ten 
times  more  dangerous  than  that  of  Braddock's  field, 
he  requires  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men.  He 
fets  out  at  their  head,  parades  four  or  eight  hundred 
miles,  renews  the  horrors  of  the  weitern  expedition, 
till  the  firft  Monday  of  December  thereafter,  he 

and 
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and  his  militia  are  abfolute  matters  of  America  — 
They  proceed  at  an  expenfe  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  per  day,  to  be  drawn  from  a  treafury  which 
has  not  one  fpare  Hiilling.  No  part  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion  can,  practically,  flop  Mr.  Adams  in  hisprogrefs. 
The  Legiflature  does  not  aflemble  till  the  firft  Mon 
day  of  December,  unlefs  the  mere  accident  of  a  law 
by  their  predeceflbrs  may  have  ordained  a  more 
early  date.  Even  this  remedy  could  eafily  be  pre 
vented.  On  a  preconcerted  plan,  the  majority  m 
the  Senate  would  be  fure  to  rejecl  any  bill  for  the 
more  early  meeting  of  Congrefs.  Thus  nine  months 
of  a  royal  interregnum  might  readily  put  an  end  to 
the  Government.  The  precedent  fet  by  General 
Wafhington  for  empty  ing  the  Treafury,  would  greatly 
facilitate  fuch  a  confpiracy.  The  above  explanation 
clearly  proves,  that,  according  to  law,  our  lives  and 
properties  may  foon  be  at  the  mercy  of  fome  chief 
magiftrate. 

The  Federal  army  did  not  then  difplay  the  fpeclacle 
pf  a  republic,  but  the  embryo  of  royalty  hatched  in 
the  dregs  of  legiflative  ignorance.  Congrefs  gave 
the  Prefident  authority  as  good  as  unlimited,  forraif- 
ing  an  army ;  but  they  forgot  to  inform  him  in  what 
way  that  army  was  to  be  paid.  This  was,  as  if  a 
merchant  ihould  fend  a  fhip  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
forget  to  furnifh  her  with  bifcuit  or  water.  What 
imbecility,  what  unacquaintance  with  the  firft  prin- 
ciples  of  legiflation,  are  unfolded  in  this  Congref- 
fional  performance  !  Its  worft  parts  might  be  amend 
ed  by  a  claufe  like  the  following  : 

"  The  Prclident  fhall  not  be  permitted  to  call  out 
"  the  militia,  till  he  has  held  a  council  with  the 
"  Yice-prefident,  the  three  Secretaries,  the  Attor- 
cc  ney-gcneral,  and  the  Governors  of  at  leatl  four 
<f  of  the  States  neareft  to  the  feat  of  the  Federal 
"  Government.  Of  thcfe  nine,  fix  with  himfelf 
*6  may  form  a  quorum  ;  and  a  majority  of  at  leaft 

"  five 
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"  five  members  fhall  decide.  Every  opinion  fhall 
£C  be  given  in  writing,  and  each  of  the  council  fhall 
<e  be  anfvverable  and  impeachable  for  his  vote.  The 
"  proclamation  for  the  actual  calling  out  of  the  nri- 
<e  litia  ihould  be  directed  to  contain  a  fummons  for 
"  the  meeting  of  Congrefs,  it  being  otherwife  high 
<c  treafon  to  obey  the  call.  Leave  fhould  alfo  be 
cc  granted  to  take  the  requifite  fums  from  the  Trea- 
*(  fury  ;  or  if  not  there,  a  cafe  very  likely,  the 
"  council  might  be  authorized  to  open  a  loan." 

Till  fome  amendment  of  this  kind  .fhall  be  made, 
the  liberty  of  the  United  States  muft  be  in  ferious 
hazard.  General  Wafhington  went  to  the  Treafury, 
Some  future  Prefident  may  go  to  the  Bank,  The 
one  ftep  will  not  be  a  jot  worfe  than  the  other.  The 
act,  when  amended,  ihould  be  annexed  to  the  Con- 
llitution,  left  fome  future  Congrefs  might  dare  to  re 
peal  it.  The  profpect  of  mifchief  is  not  diftant.  Its 
approach  may  foon  be  expected.  Deriving,  like 
Venus,  his  birth  from  the  deep,  the  United  States 
have  already  been  haraffed  with  their  Machiavel.  If 
Wafhington  did  not  act  that  of  Cromwell,  it  may 
be  afcribed  to  the  foundnefs  of  his  judgment,  and 
the  confcioufnefs  that  a  party  who  bafked  under  the 
fplendour  of  his  name,  left  him  almoft  nothing  to 
be  deiired. 

Faffing  over  the  reft  of  this  fpeech,  we  come  next 
to  theanfwer  of  the  Senate.  It  ran,  as  ufual,  in  a  ful- 
fome  echo.  As  if  this  trifle  had  been  worth  notice, 
the  Prelident  replied  with  much  fatisfaction  on  find 
ing  that  his  conduct  was  approved  by  "  the  enlight- 
"  ened  reprefentatives  of  a  free  nation."  In  the  laft 
fentence  he  alluded  to  <c  thofe  judicious  andjpirited 
66  exertions,  which  have  brought  victory  to  our 
"  weftern  army."  He  was  at  the  head  of  an  army 
for  feven  years  and  an  half.  He  was  feveral  times 
beaten.  His  fame  as  a  conqueror  refts  on  the  cap 
ture 
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ture  of  nine  hundred  Heffians  *.  Hence  General 
Washington  may  have  mifunderitood  the  meaning  of 
the  word  viflory.  But,  in  common  language,  a  battle 
muft  always  go  before  a  victory.  Now  the  weitern 
army  never  faw  a  perfon  in  arms  againft  them. — « 
They  ftabbed  a  man  who  was  in  liquor,  or  mad ; 
they  fhot  a  boy  who  was  lick.  And  thefe  two  adls 
of  homicide  or  murder,  include  the  whole  bloodfhed 
of  the  campaign.  The  troops  did  not  fo  much  as 
meet  with  any  fhare  of  that  fugitive  opposition  ex 
erted  by  a  gang  of  Englifh  fmugglers  on  the  coaft  of 
SufTex.  From  what  hath  iince  tranfpired,  a  fingle 
Britifh  regiment  of  foot,  another  of  horfe,  and  two 
field-pieces,  would,  at  a  twentieth  part  of  the  expenfe, 
have  been  altogether  equal  to  the  performances  of 
our  fifteen  thoufand  militia. 

The  anfwer  of  congratulation  from  the  Senate  paff- 
ed  immediately.  That  from  the  Reprefentatives  coft 
ID  ore  time.  They  began  to  debate  on  Monday  the 
^4th  of  November,  1794;  and  this  firft  day  was 
fpent  on  a  notable  difputc.  One  part  of  the  propofed 
addrefs  had  thefe  words:  "  we  cannot  otherwife 
"  than  warmly  approve  of  a  policy  in  our  foreign 
*c  affairs,"  &c.  Your  policy  was  recommended  as 
better.  After  exactly  twenty  fpeechcs  upon  it,  tne 
claufe  was  wholly  withdrawn,  as  the  Houfe  could 
not  agree,  and  were  afhamed  to  divide  en  the  re- 
fpeclive  merits  of  the  article  and  the  pronoun.  The 
Prefident  had  cad  an  oblique  reflection  on  felf-cre- 
atedfocieties,  as  fomenting  the  infurreclion.  It  was 
propofed  that  the  anfwer  fhould  echo  this  cenfure 
•verbatim.  The  debate  lafted  till  Thurfday  afternoon, 

*  What  a  figure  would  our  American  campaigns  make  befide 
the  hiftory  of  the  war  of  feven  years  1  In  two  lines  Frederic  relates 
that  Winterfeldt  overtook  three  thoufand  Pandours,  cut  them  to 
pieces,  or  drove  them  into  a  marfli.  This  is  all  we  hear  of  the 
ftory. 

and 
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and  the  precife  echo  was  reje&ed  by  forty-feven  votes 
againft  forty-fix.  Next  morning,  fome  loquacious 
members  wanted  to  renew  the  contefr.  On  this, 
Mr.  M'Dowell  faid,  that  twenty-jive  days  of  the 
fcflion  were  now  elapfed,  and  he  was  at  a  lofs  to 
know  what  the  Houfe  had  been  doing.  The  words 
combinations  of  men  were  put  inftead  vi  f elf -created 
fQcieties,  into  the  repercuffion  of  cenfure.  Thus  the 
anfwer  paiTed. 

It  is  proper  to  take  fome  notice  of  thcfe  traits,  as 
a  warning  to  future  Legiflatures.  After  all  this 
wrangling,  the  paper  in  queftion  proved  but  a  poor 
production.  If  truth  or  reafon,  or  the  public  fer- 
vice,  had  been  at  all  confulted,  the  Houfe  would 
have  begun  by  alking  the  Executive  why  he  took 
from  the  Treafury  eleven  hundred  thoufand  dollars, 
without  their  leave,  and  in  contempt  of  the  Confli- 
tution  ?  Why  did  he  not  take  rrieafures,  as  he  very 
well  might  have  done,  for  checking  this  riot  in  the 
bud  ?  Why  he  raifed  an  army  of  fuch  enormous 
numbers,  when  a  fifth  part  of  them,  at  the  utmoft, 
could  have  done  the  buiinefs  ?  Why  he  permitted 
Alexander  Hamilton  to  engrofs  fuch  extravagant  au 
thority  ?  And  why  the  whole  country  was  infulted, 
the  prifonersj  and  even  witnefles,  fo  barbaroufly 
treated  ? 

It  was  not  from  want  of  good  will,  in  forty-feven 
members,  that  thefe  queftions  were  avoided.  But, 
fuch  was  the  popularity  of  the  Prefident,  and  the 
univerfal  rage  excited  againfl  the  rioters,  that  the 
fmalleft  refiftance  to  adulation  of  the  Executive 
would  have  been  held  as  bad  as  treafon.  In  allulion 
to  the  aiTembling  the  militia,  the  Reprefentatives, 
amidft  other  encomiums,  have  the  following  words : 
"  The  fpe&acle,  therefore,  when  viewed  in  its  true 
"  light,  may  well  be  affirmed  to  difpl ay,  in  equal 
66  luflre,  the  virtues  of  the  American  character,  and 
**  the  value  of  republican  government."  Such  a 

racket 
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racket  has  been  made  about  the  railing  of  this  weft- 
ern  army,  and  the  fublime  patriotifm  by  which  it 
was  infpired,  that  fomething  more  fhall  be  faid 
upon  it. 

If  the  weftern  people  had  been  able  or  willing  to 
iland  an  attack,  not  one  half  of  the  militia  were  fit 
for  fighting.  The  ranks  were  crowded  by  young 
men,  altogether  unacquainted  with  theufe  of  arms*. 
On  the  9th  of  January,  1795,  General  Smith  told 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  that  "  numbers  of 
"  the  militia  did  not  know  how  to  fet  up  a  tent. 
"  The  Virginian  militia  who  went  out,  were  neither 
"  trained  nor  difciplined.  As  for  the  Marylanders, 
"  when  he  drew  part  of  them  out,  and  ordered  them 
"  to  load,  he  found  that  fifty  of  them  had  put  down 
"  the  ball  before  the  charge  of  powder.  Some  of 
"  them  did  not  even  know  how  to  lay  a  gun  over 
<c  their  flioutders."  A  merchant  would  not  intruft, 
as  his  book-keeper,  a  clerk  who  put  the  wrong  end 
of  his  pen  into  an  ink-ftandifh  ;  or  who  was  ignorant 
of  the  difference  between  addition  and  fubtraclion. 
Yet  fuch  a  novice  would  be  juft  as  fit  for  the  delk,  as 
thefe  militia  were  for  the  camp.  When  you  take  up 
the  fubject  in  this  point  of  view,  when  you  reflect  on 
the  folly  of  conducting  troops  like  thefe  into  actual 
fervice,  your  mind  mull  feel  a  fudden  oppreilion  un 
der  the  burfl  of  aftonifhment.  There  could  be  no 
ufe  in  fending  fuch  people  to  reduce  an  infurreclion. 
It  was  the  moft  unmilitary  management  conceivable. 
If  fighting  was  wanted,  thefe  raw  recruits  were  ufe- 
lefs.  1  f  the  country  beyond  the  mountains  was  peace-; 
able,  their  multitude  would  only  make  them  infolent 
and  mifchievous.  A  fmall  part  of  their  own  number 


*  A  journeyman  printer  from  the  office  of  the  Philadelphia  Ga 
zette,  went  out  upon  his  firft  elTay,  as  a  private.  He  was  one  of 
the  felect  corps  left  in  the  weftern  country,  and  returned  next 
ipring  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  or  Captain.  Ex pede  Hercuhm. 

of 


AUGUST,  1794.  319 

of  French  or  Britifh  veterans  would  have  crufhed 
them  like  an  apple  in  the  cider-prefs.  In  his  Hiflory 
of  the  War  of  fcven  Years,  the  King  of  Pruffia  gives 
a  leffon  on  this  head.  He  fays  that  when  his  armies 
had  been  ordered  into  winter  quarters,  the  recruits 
for  the  next  campaign  were  collected  as  early  as  pof- 
fible,  becaufe  it  required  three  or  four  months  to 
teach  them  the  exercife.  Between  the  two  procla 
mations  of  the  Prefident,  the  one  for  being  in  rea- 
dinefs,  and  the  fecond  for  marching,  only  feven  weeks 
intervened,  and  within  that  time  not  all  the  drill- 
fergeants  of  Potzdam  could  have  taught  them  the 
ufe  of  arms.  But  if  Frederic  required  three  or  four 
months  to  form  a  foldier,  the  beft  officer  in  the  United 
States  would  need  longer  time.  Whatever  then  Con- 
grefs  or  the  Prefident  might  think  of  fuch  ajfeftacle, 
no  reader  of  fober  and  impartial  understanding  will 
admire  that  kind  of  generalfhip  which  affembled  fe- 
veral  thoufands  of  raw  lads  from  the  plough  and  the 
workfhop,  and  difpatched  them  three  hundred  miles 
in  queft  of  an  enemy. 

Put  the  cafe,  that  out  of  thefe  troops  one  third  were 
real  foldiers,  who  hac}  feen  fervice,  and  acquired  mi 
litary  feelings.  The  other  ten  'houfand  who  put  in 
the  ball  before  the  charge,  or  who  committed  acts  of 
equivalent  ignorance,  we,re  a  mere  burden  on  the  pro- 
feffional  men.  The  latter  would  have  been  more  for 
midable  without  them.  Thefe  matters  are  fo  very 
clear,  that  it  is  almoft  a  fhame  to  repeat  them.  Yet 
if  the  Government  of  a  country  choofes  tocommitits 
character  by  fuch  proceedings,  the  public  have  a  right 
to  review  them. 

We  fhall  be  fafe  in  computing  that  the  fupernu- 
meraries  of  the  excife  army  coft  fix  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  of  extra  and  ufelefs  expenfe.  Five  thoufand 
good  foldiers,  if  the  camp  contained  as  many,  would 
have  been  quite  equal  to  the  bufinefs.  Suppofe  that 
the  remaining  ten  thoufand  were  abfent  from  their 

i  common 
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common  employments  for  ninety  working  days.  At 
the  common  and  moderate  computation  of  a  dollar 
per  day,  the  lofsof  labour  by  the  inliftment  of  thefe 
ten  thoufand  hands,  comes  to  nine  hundred  thoufand 
dollars.  Add  this  to,  perhaps,  fix  hundred  thoufand 
dollars,  of  money  advanced  from  the  Treafury,  for 
the  expenfe  of  the  march  of  fupernumeraries,  the 
two  fums  make  together  -  i, 500,000  doL 

Intereft  for  three  years,  from  No 
vember  ifi:,  1794,  to  November  ift, 
1797,  at  30  per  cent,  per  annum,  1,3^0,000 

Total,        2,850,000 

For  the  laft  three  years,  or  thereabouts,  two  and 
an  half  per  cent,  per  month  has  been  a  common 
rate  of  interefl  among  many  of  our  merchants.  It 
has  often  been  at  five  per  cent.  The  above  eftimate 
of  thirty  per  cent,  a  year  falls  by  far  fhort  of  the 
lowejft  of  thefe  two  rates,  as  the  monthly  compound 
intereft  is  kept  out  of  light.  Here  we  fee  that  the 
infurreclion  was  fuppreffed  at  an  enormoufly  greater 
expenfe  than  was  nqceffary.  A  general  alarm  was 
railed  in  behalf  of  the  Constitution,  an  alarm  very 
laudable,  if  it  had  been  exactly  founded  on  fads. 
Before  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  rufh  upon 
the  extirpation  of  a  fecond  infurrection,  they  will  do 
well  to  be  fure  of  its  exiilence. 

A  cafe  has  been  imagined,  in  a  former  page,  of  a 
Preiident,  during  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  halting  the 
country  into  a  civil  war.  Itaspoflible  that  his  con- 
duel  might  merit  impeachment  ;  and  for  this,  or 
other  offences,  the  Conftitution  has  referved  a  re 
medy.  He  is  to  be  tried  by  the  Senate,  and  the  Chief 
Juflice  fhall  preiide.  He  cannot  be  convicled  unlefs 
by  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  members 
prefent.  The  latter  clatife  is  equitable ;  for  candour 
will  prefume  that  a  Preiident  acls  for  the  beft  ;  and 

it 
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ft  would  be  iniquitous  to  condemn  him  by  the  editing 
vote  of  a  Senator,  who,  in  the  eye  of  law,  and  rnoft 
likely  of  reaibq,  is  not  a  better  man  than  himfelf. 
But  a  ferious  objection  lies  againft  ihe  tribunal  be 
fore  which  he  is  to  be  tried.  One  of  the  moll  likely 
cafes  of  an  impeachment  would  regard  foreign  trea 
ties,  becauie  in  thefe  there  would  be  the  greateft 
rifk  of  corruption,  and  of  confequent  treachery. 
Here  the  ConfHtution  leaves  us,  like  a  whale  on  the 
ilrand  ;  for  the  Prefldent  cannot  act  without  the  ad 
vice  and  confent  of  the  Senate ;  and  if  he  and  two 
thirds  of  them  fhould  think  fit  to  fell  America,  fhe 
has  only  to  fubmit  to  the  purchafer.  Even  in  the 
event  of  domeflic  mifmanagement,  as  little  can  be 
hoped  from  the  vigilance  or  virtue  of  the  upper 
Houfe.  They  have  already  broached  a  doctrine  the 
wildefl  and  moll  criminal  that  has  probably  been  ever 
heard  of  in  a  legiilative  affembly  ;  and  General 
Mafon  did  only  one  half  of  his  duty  to  the  country, 
when  he  forbore  to  publifh  that  ingulfing  tenet. 
There  is  no  affurance,  nor,  indeed,  much  probabi 
lity,  that  any  future  Senate  will  pofTefs  more  inform 
ation,  or  integrity,  or  independence,  than  the  mem 
bers  now  in  office.  A  Prefident  has  always  in  his 
gift  a  variety  of  appointments,  fufficient  to  fecure 
a  majority  of  two  thirds.  This  tribunal,  then,  for 
thepurpofeof  his  impeachment,  is  entirely  ufelefs. 

The  profpecl:  of  juftice  would  not  be  much  im 
proved  by  a  transference  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefent- 
atives.  Perhaps  the  fate  ft  and  faired  way  of  profe- 
cuting  the  Chief  Magi fl rate  might  be  to  name  dele 
gates  from  each  of  the  States,  in  the  numbers  and 
proportions  that  fhould  be  found  advifable.  Such 
pcrfons  only  ought  to  be  eligible  as  have  never  held 
an  office  of  profit  under  the  General  Government, 
and  who  fhall,  by  acceptance  of  this  truil,  be  ren 
dered  incapable  to  exercife  any  fuch  office  for  a  cer 
tain  term  of  years  to  come.  Thefe  remarks  apply 

VOL,  i,  y  to 
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to  no  particular  feel  of  politicians -.  They  point  at  a?rl 
evident  and  immenfe  gap  in  the  Conftitution  ;  for, 
under  the  prcfent  form,  it  is  plain  that  the  trial  of  a 
Preiidcnt  could  be  nothing  but  a  farce. 

Seven  letters  under  the  fignature  of  Manlius,  ap 
peared  fome  time  ago  in  the  Columbian  CentineL 
The  firil  of  them  is  dated  the  3d,  and  the  lad  on 
the  1 7th  of  September,  1794.  They  confilt  of  fu 
rious  invective  againft  the  republican  party.  In  No. 
III.  the  writer  complains,  that  Mr.  Dexter,  noted 
"  for  folidity  of  judgment,  ftrcngth  and  perfpicuity 
"  of  reafoning,  elegance  and  accuracy  of  ityle,  in 
"  an  anarchical  Gazette  of  Philadelphia,  is  made  to 
*c  talk  like  afohoolboy"  If  Manlius  wanted  to  mock 
Mr.  Dexter,  his  attempt  is  liiccefsful.  If  he  wanted 
the  public  to  believe  his  panegyric,  he  betrays  his  own 
want  of  judgment  or  veracity.  No  perfon  has,  for 
the  lait  lour  years,  ever  ib  intolerably  tired  the  pa 
tience  of  Congrefs,  as  Mr.  Dexter,  if  we  except 
Robert  Harper  ;  and  even  the  latter  is  greatly  fnpe- 
rior  to  the  former.  He  has  ingenuity,  information, 
and  an  eafy  delivery,  if  he  could  only  know  when 
to  flop.  In  the  leilion  of  November,  1796,  he 
made  two  very  interesting  fpeeches  ;  the  one  for  the 
widow  of  John  de  Neuiville,  and  the  other  for  the 
inhabitants  of  Savannah. 

Of  democratic  focietics,  Manlius,  No.  I.  fpeaks 
thus  :  "  They  have  oppoled  their  veto  to  the  doings 
"  of  the  Prelident,  to  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and 
"  to  the  will  of  the  whole  people/'  (Feio  is  a  word 
borrowed  from  the  tribunes  of  ancient  Rome.  By 
pronouncing  it,  they  prevented  the  enacling  of  a 
law.  The  focieties  never  made  even  a  motion  in  any 
legiflature  whatever,  nor  have  they  endeavoured  to 
obftrudl  the  execution  of  any  law.  If  they  had  done 
fo,  they  would  have  been  apprehended,  and  the  dif- 
pute  would  have  been  decided  in  a  Court  of  Juftice. 
They  did  nothing  more  than  publilh  their  opinions. 

They 
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T-hey  were  warranted  to  do  fo  by  the  Conftitntion, 

which  declares,  that  "  Congrefs  fhall  make  no  law 

Ci  abridging  llie  freedom  offpeech  or  of  the  prefe."     If 

they  went  too  far,  the   Attorney-general  could  flop 

them.)   "  They  have  arraigned,"  fays  Manlius,  "  the 

"  conduct  of  the  moil  wife  and  virtuous  Citizen  now 

<c  on  earth  :  they  have  declared  that  this  beloved 

"  firli  magitfrate  hath  trampled  on  the  Conftitu- 

"  tion."  (There  never  was  a  chief  magiflrate  in  the 

world  who  efcaped  without  arraignment.  We  might 

as  well  attempt  to  keep  mankind -from   coughing  or 

fneezing,  as  expe6l  that  any  government  can  give 

univerfal  iatisfadion.    The  democratic  focieties  only 

did   what  occurs  in  every  arTcmbly  of  the   human 

race.     They  cenfured  their  Government,  and  fo  do 

the  flaves  of  Dahomey  and  Morocco.)  "  They  have 

66  excited  oppofition  to  the  laws;  and  an  armed re- 

(i  bellion,   probably,  in  confcqnence  of  their  falfe 

"  fuggeftions,  isaclually  railed  in  the  very  centre  of 

"  the  United  States.     Many  of  our  fellow- citizens 

"  have  been  murdered,  and  their  dwellings  burnt  to 

"  the  ground.     They  have  endeavoured  to  involve 

'•  the  country  in   all  the  diftreffes    of  war;   while 

"  they  have  oppofed  the  adoption  of  every  meafure 

"  to  prepare  for  this  dreadful  calamity." 

This  extracl:  prefents  a  fair  fample  of  the  ftyle  of 
Manlius.  His  letters  have  been  reprinted  in  a 
pamphlet,  and  enjoy  fome  fort  of  reputation.  The 
preceding  paflage  is  one  of  thofe  few,  wherein  we 
can  difrobe  him  of  the  mid  of  declamation,  and  grafp 
him  on  the  ground  of  facls.  "  Many  of  our  fellow - 
"  citizens  have  been  murdered"  The  papers  publifh.- 
ed  by  Government  fpeak  of  no  fuch  murders.  But 
previous  to  the  burning  of  Neville's  houfe,  and  in  a 
feries  of  three  years,  about  eight  perfons  had  been 
maltreated.  On  the  6th  of  September,  1791,  Ro 
bert  Johnfon,  an  excife  officer,  was  tarred  and  fea^ 
thered  at  Pigeon  Creek,  in  Wafhington  county,  by  a 

Y  2  PartJ 
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party  in  dlfguife.     Four  other  cafes  of  the  fame  na 
ture  occurred  foon  after.     One  of  the  fufferers  was  a, 
lunatic,  and  another  a  private  perfon,  who  had  inno 
cently  remarked,  that  when  people  did  not  obey  Go 
vernment,  they  could  not  look  for  its  protection.  It 
does  not  appear  that  any  punifhment  was  inflicted 
on  thefe  offenders,  and  hence  the  Executive  mufl 
have  expected  a  continuation  of  outrages.     An  of 
fice  of  inflection  for  Waihington  county  was  opened 
in  Auguft,   1792,  at  the  houfe  of  Captain  William 
Faulkner.      This    man   was  foon  after  threatened 
with  dell  ruction,  unlefs  he  turned  away  the  Infpec- 
tdr.     He  didfo,  and  no  pcrfonai  violence  was  com 
mitted.     Diforderly  meetings  went  on,  and  ftill  Uie 
Executive  forbore  to  crufh  them. 

In  April,  1793,  a  party  in  difguife  broke,  during 
the  night,  into  the  houfe  of  an  excife  officer  iu 
Fayette  county.  He  was  from  home,  but  they 
abnfed  his  family.  Warrants  for  apprehending  them 
were  delivered  to  the  Sheriff  at  Faycttc.  He  did  not, 
and  probably  durft  not,  execute  them.  Still  Go 
vernment  per  lifted  in  its  want  of  energy.  If  rebel 
lion  had  been  the  object  of  the  cabinet  of  Philadel 
phia,  this  was  the  very  way  to  nurfe  it.  Such  ap 
parent  lenity  was  the  height  of  real  barbarity.  Every 
new  act  of  blackguardifm  fanctioned  that  which  was 
to  come  next  ;  and  every  day  mult  have  increafed 
the  difrefpect  for  ibcial  order.  It  was  in  a  high  de 
gree  culpable  for  Government  thus  tamely  to  (land 
by,  and  permit  the  flames  of  brutality  and  fedition 
to  extend  unrelifted  from  one  year  to  another. 

On  the  2}d  of  November,  179^,  a  party  again 
vifitecl  the  houfe  of  the  Collector  of  Excife  in  Fay 
ette  county,  for  whom  they  had  fearched  in  April. 
He  gave  up  his  books  and  com mill Ion.  Yet  it  is 
owned  that  about  the  end  of  179-:,  the  law  appeared 
to  be  gaining  ground.  The  fmalleft  exertion  of  ex 
ecutive  power  mult  have  eniured  its  ultimate  fttoeefs. 

Some 
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Some  of  the  principal  recufant  diftillcrs  began  to 
comply,  and  others  diicovered  a  difpofition  to  do  fo. 
One  of  the  former  had  his  barn  burnt.  The  ftill- 
jioufe  of  a  fecond  was  defiroycd  ;  that  of  a  third  nar 
rowly  ef^aped  the  fame  fate  ;  and  his  grift  and  faw 
mills  were  damaged.  The  blame  nmft  fall  entirely 
on  the  timidity  or  negligence  of  Adminiftration. 
"  The  mod  wife  and  virtuous  Citizen  now  on  earth'* 
can  gain  no  more  honour  by  this  amazing  inatten 
tion  to  his  duty  than  he  formerly  did  by  (hooting  the 
French  officer  who  advanced  with  a  flag  of  truce. 
On  the  6th  of  June,  1794,  an  act  of  violence  oc 
curred  in  Wafhington  county.  The  office  of  excife 
was  kept  in  thehoufe  of  John  Lynn,  who  was  tarred 
and  feathered,  and  tied  to  a  tree.  Some  days  after, 
part  of  his  houfe  was  pulled  down.  From  the  firit 
violence  committed  on  Robert  Johnflon,  to  the  lafl 
date,  two  years  and  nine  months  had  elapfed.  Du 
ring  this  long  interval,  the  Executive  looked  on  like 
the  mariner,  who  fees  his  veifel  fpringing  aleak,  but 
who  lets  the  hold  be  half  filled  with  water  before  he 
tries  to  flop  it.  If  a  thoufaml  well-afFedled  militia 
had  been  quartered  in  the  vicinage  of  the  rioters  who 
had  ailaulted  Mr.  Johnfton,  if  they  had  been  driven 
out  of  the  country,  or  lent  to  the  workhoufe,  we 
fhould  have  heard  nothing  of  a  Wefiern  infurreclion  ; 
or  of  a  wafte  of  public  money,  of  property,  and  of 
time,  to  the  value  of  fome  millions  of  dollars*  It 
is  well  known  that  a  rabble,  when  unreiifted,  always 
proceed  from  bad  to  worfe,  till  the  violence  of  the 
diforder  produces  a  remedy,  which  is  often  more  dan 
gerous  than  the  difeafe.  The  finalleft  political  fore- 
fight  might  have  diicovered  that,  firft  or  laft,  it  would 
be  needful  to  extend  the  arm  of  power,  and  that  the 
fooner  this  was  done  fo  much  the  better. 

This  detail  of  circu  in  fiances  mufr,  in  every  candid 
mind,  alleviate  the  blame  of  the  Weftern  rioters. 
Their  ignorance  was  much  to  be  pitied,  as  their  bar- 

Y  3  baritv 
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barity  was  to  be  detefted.  They  were  permitted  to 
advanceby  gradual  and  even  by  annual  fteps  to  the 
brink  of  deflru6Hon,  They  were  then  pitched  over 
the  precipice  with  an  infolence  and  ferocity  of  ven 
geance  that  fink  the  Judge  to  a  level  with  the  crimi 
nal.  As  for  Manlius,  and  his  numerous  murders,  they 
are  the  offspring  of  his  own  calumnious  fancy.  The 
infurgents  do  not  feem  ever  to  have  fried  fo  much  as 
a  fingle  drop  of  blood,  excepting  at  Neville's  houfe, 
where  three  of  the  defenders  were  wounded.  From 
the  publications  of  the  times,  Manlius  muft  have 
known  that  his  aflertiori  was  an  untruth.  With  his 
eyes  open,  he  circulated  this  fal  fchood  to  promote  in 
cendiary  and  infamous  purpoies.  Such  is  the  pa 
triot  who  rails  at  democratic  focieties. 

Of  this  Weftern  inftirreclion  it  has  become  the 
mark  of  a  party  to  fpeak  in  ftrong  terms.  On  April 
i2th,  1796,  Judge  Iredell,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  referring  chiefly  to  this  rupture, 
delivered  a  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Penniylva- 
nia.  Some  parts  of  it  are  open  to  objection.  De- 
fcribing  the  fuperior  excellence  of  the  American 
Conftitution,  he  fays  that,  in  other  countries,  "  fiif- 
"  picion  has  fnpplied  the  place  of  evidence.  Th& 
"  higheft  inftances  of  public  virtue  have  been  doom- 
Cf  ed  to  the  punifhtnent  of  the  higheft  public  of- 
"  fences.  Happily  for  the  United  States,  fuch  fcenes 
"  have  been  known  to  them  only  by  the  fiiftory  of  other 
"  nations."  This  is  wrong.  In  the  cafe  of  Sheriff 
Hamilton,  the  motf  direct  evidence  was  fet  aiide  by 
fufpicion.  The  numerous  inftances  of  oppreffion com 
mitted  in  the  Weft,  under  the  eye,  though  not  by  the 
deli  re  of  Judge  Peters,  prove,  that  here,  as  in  other 
countries.  Government  may  opprefs  with  impunity. 
The  Judge  then  alludes  to  the  fuppreffion  of  the  in- 
furrecftion,  "  a  period  which  will  form  as  bright  a 
"  PaSe  as  anv  ^n  ^ie  American  annals." 

This 
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This  brightnefs  muft  be  produced  by  the  particles 
of  luttre  flowing  from  "  the  army  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion."     Carlifle  is  only  an  hundred  and  feventecn 
miles  weft  from  Philadelphia.     When  the  troops  ar 
rived  there,    they   quarrelled  among  themfelves. — 
They   were  on   the  brink   of    mutual   mafTacre. — - 
"  The  fireets  arid  avenues  of  Carlifle  were  occupied 
"  by  the  army,    during  the  night ;  and  an  appre- 
ec  heniion  of  the  town  being  burnt,  excited  a  gene- 
<f  ral  panic*."     The   rational  part   of  the  troops 
could  not  preferve  order ;  and  it  was  believed,  that 
nothing  but  the  arrival  of  the  Prefident  prevented 
ierious  mifchief-f-.     MefTrs.  Redick  and  Finley,  de 
puties  from  theWeflern  country,  ran  the  riik  of  be 
ing  alTaflinated.    As  for  the  infurgents,  it  was  com 
mon  to  fwear,  that  u  there  was  no  need  of  judges 
"  or  juries.     Let  them  only  fee  the  men,  and  they 
66  would  Jkewer  them  %*'     Thofeof  the  troops,  who 
alleged  that  they  were  merely  come  in  aid  of  the: 
law,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  ufurp  its  functions, 
were  branded  with  the  title  of  whijkey  men  ;  and,  as 
fuch,  were  the  objecls  of  menace  and  indignation. 
The  Prelident  obliged  thofe  who  had  killed  the  two 
perfons  above  mentioned  §,  to  give  fecurity  for  Jland- 
ing  their  trial!    Some  perfons,  of  no  mean  rank, 
were  mortified  at  this  meaiure.     Some  foolifh  peo 
ple  having,  at  different  times,  mixed  with  the  left 
wing  of  the  army,  General  Morgan  kept  his  men 
from  killing  them,  by  threatening  that  he  would  kill 
them  himfelf.     He  took  them  out  of  the  way,  and 
difmifled  them  privately.     On  the  march,  it  was  his 


*  Findley,  chap.  xii. 

•f-  When  the  army  came  to  Carlifle,  the  inhabitants  fhut  up 
their  ftores.  It  was  not  until  after  a  day  or  two,  and  fome 
threats,  that  they  could  be  induced  to  relume  trade.  So  fays  Cle 
ment  Biddle. 

1  Findley,  chap.  xii.  §  Ibid,  fupra,  chap.  yi. 
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rule  to  keep  his  troops  on  the  parade,  till  he  had 
called  on  the  inhabitants  refiding  near  the  en 
campment.  He  immediately  paid  them  for  what 
had  been  taken  or  deflroyed*.  Yet  even  this  offi 
cer  did  fometimes  forget  hirafelf.  He  was  guilty  of 
the  firil  breach  of  peace  in  the  Weftern  country.— 
James  M'Allifler  "  had  charged  a  quarter  of  a  dol- 
<c  lar  for  a  quart  of  vvhilkey  to  afoldier.  The  Ge- 
"  neral  knocked  him  down  with  the  butt  of  his 
<f  whip  and  abufed  him  conliderably  -j~."  At  Fort 
Cumberland,  General  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  dif- 
chargcd  about  fifty  diforderly  men  in  one  day;  he 
did  his  titrnoft,  and  with  Considerable  fucqe%  to  en 
force  difcipiine.  In  the  camp  at  Carnaghan's,  in 
Wcitmoreiand,  the  mod  experienced  officers  were 
afraid  that  the  diforders  committed  by  the  army 
would  ruin  the  country.  General  Irwin,  at  fome 
riik,  feized  two  culprits.  They  were  feverely  pu- 
nifhed,  and  the  example  had  a  proper  effect.  But 
it  was  a  fervice  of  danger.  While  the  fentence  was 
executed,  fears  were  entertained  that  the  regiment 
to  which  the  offenders  belonged,  might  interpofe  to 
refcue  them  ;  fo  that  General  Chambers,  with  his 
brigade,  was  placed  in  a  iituation  initanrly  to  charge, 
in  cafe  of  mutiny. 

When  Judge  Ircdell,  Manlius,  and  other  friends 
of  order,  indulge  themfelves  in  praiies  of  the  Weft- 
ern  army,  in  declamations  againfi  the  infurgents, 
and  in  arraignments  again  ft  the  democratic  fo- 
cieties,  they  will  do  wifely  to  refiecl:  on  the  particu 
lars  here  ilated.  Such  an  army  was,  when  taken 
colled ively,  as  great  an  object  of  terror,  as  the  in- 
furreclion  itfelf.  No  democratic  fociety  has  done 
any  act  that  approaches  to  the  bacchanalian  project: 


*  Findley,  chap.  xii. 

f  Brackenridge,  chap.  vii. 
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of  burning  CarTifle.  It  is  affirmed,  that  the  focieties 
wanted  to  plunge  America  into  a  Britim  war.  This 
project  did  poliibly  float  in  the  brains  of  a  fmall 
number  of  madmen.  That  it  could  be  the  defire  of 
any  confiderable  part  of  the  members,  is  untrue, — 
But  even  a  Britifh  war  was  ftil!  iefs  dreadful  than  a 
civil  one  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  fome  officers  of 
experience,  and,  above  all,  for  the  refpecl  paid  to 
the  Prefident,  this  lanclified  Weftern  army  would 
have  produced  a  fecond  rebellion,  before  attempting 
to  quell  the  firil  one.  The  fober  portion  of  the 
troops  were  on  the  point  of  being  obliged  to  attack 
the  rioters  within  their  own  ranks. 

How  dreadful  muft  have  been  the  condition  of  the 
United  States,  if  Carlifle  had  actually  been  deftroyed  ! 
It  is  weaknefs  to  fhrink  from  the  retrofpect  of  this 
woful  probability,  or  to  hold  up  "  the  army  of  the 
Conftitution'  as  a  pattern  for  future  ages.  From  the 
hurry  xvith  which  that  corps  was  huddled  together, 
nothing  fplendid  could  juftly  be  expected. — Pro- 
reeding,  with  Iredell,  he  tells  the  Grand  Jury,  that  the 
infurgents  were feduced  "  by  the  bafeft  artifices,  and 
<c  the  grofTefl  mifreprefentations  of  a  few  defigning 
ec  men  ;  whofe  views,  in  all  probability,  were  much 
"  deeper,  and  more  malignant,  than  they  were 
"  avowed  to  be."  The  Judge  ought  to  have  fpeci- 
fied  who  thefe  few  defigning  men  are,  othervvife  he 
links  to  the  fane  rank  with  that  tribe,  who  prattle 
about  confpiracies,  alike  incompreheniible  to  them- 
felves  and  every  perfon  elfe. 

Again,  we  hear,  that  the  infurreclion  was  fup- 
preffed  in  a  manner  "  worthy  of  the  Government  of 
"  a  free  people."  He  fhould  have  added,  as  in  the 
inftance  of  Sheriff  Hamilton,  of  Major  Powers,  of 
the  deputies  of  fubmiffion  menaced  with  murder, 
of  the  expected  conflagration  of  Carlifle,  or  of  the 
man  knocked  down  for  alking  the  price  of  a  quart 
pf  whifkey.  To  this  paper  the  Grand  Jury  replied, 

that 
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that  the  infurrection  u  has,  however,  been  attended 
"  with  good  confequences. — It  has  offered  another 
"  proof  of  the  firmnefs,  the  wifdom,  and  benevo- 
*'  lence   of    our  much-beloved   Prefident.— It  has 
"  opened  the  eyes  of  a  once  deluded  people."    This 
5s  the  fum  total  of  advantages  named  by  the  Jury.— 
They  have  cofl  a  wafle  of  two  or  three  millions  of 
dollars ;  two  or  tfcree  millions  of  calumnies  in  the 
Federal  nevvfpapers ;  and  vexation,  oppreflion,  and 
ruin,  to  a  great  number  of  people.     Eyes  have,  in 
deed,  been  opened  ;  but  what  have  they  feen  ?  the 
horrors  of  military  defpotifm,  inflicted  by  a  raw  mi 
litia  ;  the  impoffibility,  in  mofr  cafes,  of  obtaining 
redrefs;  the  ufurpation    of  both  civil  and  military 
powers,  by  a  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  who  had  no 
title  to  interfere  with  either.     The  Grand  Jury  clofe 
with  referring  to  the  "  unexampled  profperity  of  our 
a  dear  and  happy  country," — exemplified  in  thede- 
vaftation  of  commerce,  the  explofion  of  credit,  the 
contempt  of  England,  and  the  profpect  of  hoftilitics 
with  France. 

Of  the  Weftern  army   more  yet  remains  to  be 
faid.      Andrew,  Watfon,    William    H.   Beaumont, 
Jeremiah  Sturgeon,  and  George  Robinfon,  refidecl, 
in  1794,  at  Pittfburg.^ — Mr.  Brackenridge  declares, 
that  the  town  did  not  contain  four  lefs  fufpected,  or 
lefs  offending  men.     They  "  were  dragged  out  of 
"  their   beds  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning;  not 
ff  fuffered  to  drefs  themfelves,  but  in  an  unfinished 
fe  manner;  obliged  to  march,  fome  of  them  with-* 
46  out   putting  on  their  fhoes,  which  they  had  to 
"  carry  with  them   in  their  hands  ;  dragged  out  of 
fc  their  beds  amidft  the  cries  of  children,  and  the 
"  tears   of  mothers;  treated  with  language  of  the 
"  moft  iniulting  opprobrium,  by  thofe  apprehending 
et  them  ;  driven   before  a  troop  of  horfe,  at  a  trot, 
"  through  muddy  roads^  feven  miles  from  Pittfburg ; 
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*»  Impounded  in  a  fen,  on  the  <wet  foil;  the  guard 
tc  baying  them,  and  ai'king  them  how  (hey  would 
*(  like  to  be  hanged ;  [what  a  precious  fpecimen  of  the 
Federal  army  !]  "  foine  offering  a  dollar  to  have  the 
<(  privilege  of  JJiooting  at  them ;  carried  thence  four 
"  miles  towards  the  town  ;  obliged  to  lie  all  night 
^  upon  the  wet  earth,  without  covering,  under  a 
ef  feafon  of  fleet,  rain,  and  fnow  ;  driven  from  the 
"  fire  with  bayonets  ;  when  fome  of  them,  perifh- 
"  ing,  had  crawled,  endeavouring  to  be  unfeen, 
"  towards  it;"  [this  is  no  better  than  the  hiftory  of 
Kirk  and  his  regiment ;  or  of  the  Scots  Preibyterians, 
under  Charles  the  Second  ;]  "  next  clay  impounded 
"  in  a  wafte  houfe,  and  detained  there  five  days ; 
"  then  removed  to  a  newly  built  and  damp  room, 
"  without  fire,  in  the  garrifon  at  Pittfburg ;  at  the 
"  end  of  ten  days  brought  before  the  Judiciary,  and 
"  the  information  againli  them  found  not  to  be  regard- 
^  edT  [Oh  moft  lame  and  impotent  conclution  !] 
"•  Was  this  the  way  to  quell  an  infurreclion  ?  Was 
"  this  the  way  to  make  good  citizens  ?  Do  I  blame 
"  the  Judiciary  ?  No.''  [But  every  body  elfe  will. 
Mr.  Brackenridge  is  a  lawyer,  and  moft  likely  un 
willing  to  offend  Judge  Peters.  In  the  fame  courts, 
it  is  a  rule  to  ruin  every  practitioner  who  quarrels 
with  the  Judges.  Something  of  this  fort,  perhaps, 
prevails  at  Pittfburg.  Judge  Peters,  when  he  dif- 
miffed  thefe  four  men,  would  certainly  blufh  to  look 
in  their  faces.  Haul  people  out  of  their  beds  at 
midnight,  drag  them  eleven  miles  at  a  trot,  bare 
footed  through  the  mire,  impound  them  for  ten 
days  in  mud  before  you  examine  them,  and  then  dif- 
charge  them  for  want  of  evidence ! 

"  I'd  rather  be  a  dog,  and  bay  the  moon, 
"  Than  fuch  a  JUDGE." 

It  fignifies  nothing  to  rail  about  JefFeries,  or  any 
other  monflers  of  juridical  proflitution.  Thefe  feats 
have  been  aded  under  our  eyes ;  and  you  mtifi  either 

admirq 
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admire  the  gentry  who  achieved  them,  or  you  are 
an  enemy  to  order.]  "  I  blame  the  management  of 
"  thofe  concerned  to  injure  them.  Thefe  were 
"  neighbours  and  friends  of  mine,  and  that  is  the 
"  fecret  of  their  fufferings  *."  A  poor  apology  for 
the  Bench  !  On  the  march,  Andrew  Watfon  fell 
lick.  The  captain  of  the  guard  lent  his  horfe  to  the 
prifoner.  "  General  Chambers  coming  up,  ordered 
"  him  to  difmount,  with  opprobrious  appella- 
"  tions-^."  From  fuch  bad  treatment,  the  health 
of  Beaumont  and  Robinfon  fuffcred  feverely.  Thefe 
details  fhould  he  univerfally  known  ;  when  preli- 
dential  fpeeches,  charges  to  grand  juries,  and  the 
\vhole  mafs  of  Federal  pamphlets  and  newfpapers  are 
crowded  with  the  exploits  of  the  army  of  the  Con  It  i- 
tution.  Nothing  can  be  more  terrible  to  any  coun 
try  than  a  tumultuous  body  of  foldiers,  directed  by 
a  revengeful  ftatefman,  and  iancTioned  by  an  under- 
ft  rapping  judge. 

To  this  black  narrative  let  us  fee  what  can  be 
compared  on  the  iide  of  democratic  focieties.  Man- 
lius.  No.  IV.  afks  if  Americans  will  confide  in  men, 
"  who  inure  their  arms  to  the  dextrous  ufe  of  this 
"  inftrument  of  death  ^ ;  in  horrid  pomp,  by  its 
((  means,  execute  the  image  of  one  of  your  firfl  pa- 
"  triots  |j  ;  in  men  who  have  already  excited  an 
"  armed  rebellion  again  ft  the  laws  of  their  country; 
"  and  fpread  havoc  and  defolation  over  the  peaceful 
"  dwellings  of  our  fellow-citizens;  who  have  already 
"  produced  treafon  and  murder?"  And  again — > 
"  the  treafons  and  murders  of  Pittfburg."  The  only 
blood  fpilt  was,  as  already  faid}  by  the  army  ;  and 
as  for  havoc  and  defolation,  that  committed  by  the 
infurgents  was  but  like  a  grain  to  the  buihel  of  the 

*  Brackenridge,  vol.  ii.  chap.  x.  f  Ibid. 

$  The  guillotine.  H  John  Jay. 
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excite  heroes.  Manlius,  in  a  long  note,  con- 
delcends  to  enter  upon  particulars.  In  May,  1794, 
the  people  of  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  burnt  in 
effigy  John  Jay.  And  what  then  ?  before  the  burn 
ing  they  guillotined  him.  The  defence  of  Mr. 
Adams  was  fufpended  about  his  neck,  and  in  his  left 
hand  he  held  4C  Swift's  lad  fpeech  in  Congrefs,  on 
"  the  fubjeci  of  Britifh  depredation."  This  ch'ildifh. 
ftory  formed  a  triumphant  article  in  fome  Kentucky 
newipaper.  Manlius  cites  it  at  full  length,  and  adds  ; 
u  Thefe  are  famples  of  the  doings  and  the  refolu- 
"  tions  of  the  anarchifls.  Thefe  people  are  now  in 


On  the  26th  of  November,  1794,  Mr.  Ames,  in 
a  fpeech  to  the  Reprelentatives,  attacked  democratic 
focieties.  He  repeated  the  above  circumftances  from. 
Manlius.  He  added  others.  The  fociety  at  Charlef- 
ton,  in  South  Carolina,  had  folicited  the  Jacobin 
club  of  Paris  to  adopt  it.  This  was  in  October, 
1793.  The  plan,  it  feems,  had  come  to  nothing.  — 
<£  The  club  of  Pinckney  diilricl,  in  Carolina,"  fays 
Mr.  Ames,  "  had  voted  in  favour  of  war,  and 
<"  againd  paying  taxes."  He  thould  have  recited  a 
copy  of  the  vote  ;  but  this,  alfo,  ended  in  fmoke.  — 
"  Are  the  refolves  of  the  clubs  of  this  place  and 
"  New-York  forgotten  ?"  fubjoined  he.  "  Could 
"  outrage  and  audacity  be  expected  to  venture  fur-^ 
tl  ther  ?  One  condemned  the  excife  as  odious  and 
"  tyrannical  ;  the  other,  enforcing  that  fentiment, 
"  publifhed  its  condemnation  of  Mr.  Jay's  miflion 
"  of  peace."  Some  notice  hath  already  been  taken 
of  this  fpeech.  As  to  excife,  a  committee  of  the 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  one  of  their  reports, 
declared  it  to  be  a  fyfiem  "  pernicious  to  the  man- 
14  ners  of  the  people  ;  repugnant  to  all  good  go- 
ft>  vernmcnt  ;  and  which  threatens  the  deft  rudtion  of 
"  that  very  revenue,  which  it  is  its  oljefrtofecure" 

This 
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This  is  the  ftyle  of  a  Britifh  Parliament ;  an  authority 
quite  in  point. 

There  was  another  fa 61:  omitted  both  by  Mr- 
Ames  and  Manlius.  The  former,  and  his  friend 
Mr.  Smith,  were  burnt  in  effigy  at  Charlefton 
(S.  C.),  for  oppofing  Madifon's  refolutions.  Per 
haps  this,  alfo,  may  be  afcribed  to  democratic  fo- 
cieties,  Bat  all  thefe  indecencies  put  together,  do- 
not  balance  even  half  a  page  of  Findley  or  Bracken- 
ridge.  It  fignifies  nothing  to  burn  one  Judge  m 
effigy,  compared  with  the  dragging  of  another  to 
the  diitance  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
his  diftricl,  and,  without  examination,  confining 
him  for  feventy  days  in  the  cells  of  Philadelphia 
jail.  But  let  us  go  back  to  the  Federal  army. — 
It  would  have  been  happy  for  the  four  Weftern 
counties,  if  the  troops  had  confined  themfelves  to 
burning  of  an  effigy.  When  they  departed,  a  felecT; 
'body  remained  behind.  cc  They  were  noify  in  ta- 
"  verns,  late  in  their  patroles  through  the  fireets  of 
"  Pittfburg.  The  cow  of  one  man,  that  had  but 
<£  one,  was  fiabbed ;  the  horfe  of  another  run 
*c  through  the  body  *."  Some  officers  quarrelled 
with  a  waggoner.  "  Two  or  three  flices  were  taken 
ic  from  his  fkull,  and  a  finger  was  cut  off/'  An 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  paid  as  a  competition 
to  the  fufFerer.  M'Dermot,  who  gave  the  wounds, 
was  at  the  head  of  a  fecond  outrage.  After  forcing 
a  man,  whofe  wife  was  fick,  to  give  them  entertain 
ment,  the  company  confined  him  to  his  chamber, 
made  firokes  at  him  with  their  fwords,  threw  his 
bedding  on  the  floor,  danced  upon  it,  broke  his 
tables,  chairs,  and  other  furniture.  The  bill  of  da 
mages  was  paid,  with  many  imprecations-}-.  Mr. 
Brackenridge  relates  other  cafes  of  this  fort,  and 
makes  a  general  reference  to  many  more.  Thefe 


*  Blackenridge,  chap.  vii.  f  Ibid. 
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anecdotes  fhould  be  read  and  ftudicd  by  every  man 
who  values  the  lives  and'  properties  of  American 
Citizens.  Dr.  Ames  would  not  fell  one  of  his  fin 
gers  for  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  Mr. 
Jay  would  rather  be  burnt  in  effigy,  daily,  for  an 
hundred  years  together,  than  part  with  the  leaft  flice 
of  his  Iknll.  To  celebrate,  without  difcrimination, 
the  exploits  of  fuch  an  army,  is  infulting  the  truth  of 
hiftory.  Defperadoes,  like  M^Dermot,  ought  to  have 
been  turned  out  of  this  felecl  corpsv,  with  every  mark 
of  difgrace.  No  fuch  ftep  has  been  heard  of  ;  and 
hence  we  may  look  for  fimilar  treatment  from  the 
next  conftiiutimal  army. 

Among  the  prifoners  Mr.  Findley' enumerates  Co 
lonel  Crawford  and  fon,  Mr.  Sedgwick,  a  Juftice  of 
the  Peace,  Mr.  Corbly,  a  Baptifl  minifter,  and  others* 
He  never  could  learn  that  Mr.  Sedgvvick  had  done 
any  thing  to  lay  a  foundation  even  for  fufpicion. 
Thefe  people  affert,  that  they  had  not  the  opportu 
nity  of  ligning  the  terms  of  the  CommifTioners,  until 
the  appointed  day  was  paft.  After  an  imprifonment 
of  fever  al  months,  they  were  admitted  to  bail.  On 
their  trial  no  bill  was  found  againft  any  of  them  *. 

In  the  American  Annual  Regifter,  chap.  x.  fome 
obfervations  are  made  on  the  correfpondent  cafe  of 
George  Lucas,  another  pretended  infurgent,  fuch 
as  Mr.  Sedgwick  and  Co.  Compare  this  with  what 
follows.  The  Prefident,  in  his  fpecch  to  Congrefs, 
on  the  iQth  of  November,  1794,  flrongly  recom 
mends  an  indemnification  to  perfons  in  office,  who 
had  fuffered  in  defence  of  Government ;  fuch  as  Ne 
ville,  whofe  houfe  was  burnt.  "  The  obligation," 
fays  he,  "  and  policy  of  indemnifying  them  arc 
"  ftrong  and  obvious.  It  may  alfo  merit  attention, 
"  whether  policy  will  not  enlarge  this  provifion  to 
"  the  retribution  of  other  citizens,  who,  though  not 

*  Findley,  chap.  xvi. 
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•*  under  the  ties  of  office,  may  have  fuffered  damage 
"  by  their  generous  exertions  for  upholding  the  con- 
"  ftitution  and  the  laws.  The  amount,  even  if  all 
*£  the  injured  were  included,  would  not  be  great ; 
"  and,  on  future  emergencies,  the  Government 
"  would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  influence  of  an 
"  example,  that  he  who  incurs  a  lofs  in  its  defence, 
"  fhall  find  a  recompenfe  in  its  liberality." 

This  reads  very  well.  Send  your  fervant  on  a 
meffage,  and  order  him  to  mount  an  unruly  horfe  ; 
lie  is,  in  fpite  of  his  efforts,  thrown  off  and  bruifed. 
You  cannot  choofe  but  to  pay  the  furgeon's  bill. 
Thus  far  we  go  with  the  Preiident ;  for  the  govern 
ment  of  a  country  proceeds  on  the  fame  principles 
with  that  of  a  family,  only  that  it  covers  a  more  ex 
tended  fcale.  Put  the  cafe  then,  that  your  courier 
fhall,  with  or  without  clefign,  ride  over  a  dozen  paf- 
fengers  on  the  road.  The  furgeon  brings  in  a  fecond 
account.  This  alfo  will  fall  to  be  paid  cither  by  him 
or  you.  Equity  requires  that  ultimate  compensation 
fhould  be  made  by  the  owner  of  this  horfe,  who  put 
him  into  the  way  of  doing  the  harm. 

It  demands  no  depth  to  fee  the  fairnefs  of  this 
proportion,. and  the  propriety  of  its  application  to 
Juftice  Sedgwick,  to  Colonel  Crawford,  Sergeant 
Lucas,  and  Mr.  Corbly.  In  confequence  of  the  Pre- 
fident's  recommendation,  a  bill  palfed  to  indemnify 
thofe  who  have  fuffered  loflcs  in  the  fervice  of  Go 
vernment  by  the  infurgents.  The  fame  bill  fhould 
have  contained  a  claufe  for  indemnifying  thofe  who 
had  been  grofsly  abuied  by  the  Weftern  army,  or  who 
had  endured  unjnlt  imprifonment  by  the  miftake  of 
Government.  Humanity,  juftice,  and  found  policy, 
plead  as  warmly  in  the  latter  inftance  as  in  the  for 
mer.  The  cafe  was  even  fironger  than  that  of  paf - 
fengers  rode  down  by  a  horfe.  The  Federal  army7 
that  inftrument  which  executed  fuch  a  mifapplication 
of  puni(liment;  was,  in  part,  raifed  at  the  expenfe  of 

2  its 
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its  victims.  It  was  only  by  their  own  confenr, 
granted  feven  years  before,  that,  as  it  regarded  them, 
the  Prefident  held  his  office  ;  for  if  they  had,  in 
1787,  fet  up  an  independent  Government,  it  would 
have  been  difficult  or  impoffible  to  hinder  them ; 
nor  fhonld  it  be  forgotten  that  the  Conftitution  was 
reconciled  to  their  choice  by  conliderable  manage 
ment,  felicitation,  and  artifice.  The  officers  of  ex- 
cife,  who  loft  property  or  were  abufed  perfonally, 
had  reaped  perfonal  emoluments  from  the  Executive. 
Lucas  and  Sedgwick  had  not.  They  drew  only 
blanks  in  this  lottery  ;  while  they  were  juft  as  well 
entitled  to  protection  and  retribution,  as  officers  of 
excife,  or  any  other  clafs  of  citizens ;  nay,  fomc  of 
them,  Sheriff  Hamilton,  and  Major  Powers,  for 
example*  had  been  aclive  inflruments  in  fuppreffing 
the  riots.  Their  claim  to  compenfation  was  of  the 
mofl  forcible  nature.  They  got  none. 

The  policy  of  fuch  a  meafure  is  no  lefs  evident 
than  its  jutiice.  By  paying  only  the  fufferers  on 
one  fide,  Congrefs  were  placing  themfelves  at  the 
head  of  a  party,  and,  what  is  yet  worfe,  0f  that  party 
who  were  moft  in  the  wrong ;  for,  after  the  expla 
nation  already  made,  candour  will  admit,  that  the 
outrages  perpetrated  by  the  whifkeymen,  vanifh  in 
a  companion  with  the  barbarities  and  villanies  com 
mitted  by  part  of  the  army,  and  of  its  conductors. 
Now,  the  government  of  a  party  is,  in  itfelf,  illegal, 
and,  but  for  the  fake  of  expediency,  deserves  no  at 
tachment.  The  people  to  the  weft  ward  could  not 
help  feeing  and  reprobating  fuch  grofs  partiality 
againft  their  magistrates,  and  other  fellow-citizen?, 
and  in  favour  of  exciie  officers.  Their  refentment 
may,  at  this  time,  be  held  of  final!  confequence; 
but  they  are  a  growing  fociety.  In  the  cenfus  of 
1791,  the  four  counties  were  e ft i mated  to  contain 
about  feventy  thoufand  people.  At  prefent  they  can 
hardly  have  fewer  than  art  hundred  thoufand,  and, 
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as  the  country  is  in  a  rapid  progreffion,  twelve  years 
more  will  double  their  numbers.  In  new  fetllcments, 
the  proportion  of  able-bodied  men  to  the  general 
population  is  very  great  *.  The  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  inhabitants  of  the  year  1810,  will  probably  be 
able  to  mulier  forty  thoufand  armed  citizens.  The 
mountains  that  feparate  their  territory  from  the  At 
lantic  country  are  equivalent  to  a  fecond  army.  The 
mafters  of  Louifiana  and  Canada  will  be  ready  to 
furnifh  them  with  arms  ;  an  afliftance  equally  to  be 
expected  from  Spain,  France,  and  England.  In  cafe 
of  ferious  provocation,  and  aclual  infurreclion,  the 
memory  of  ancient  injuries  will  make  the  people 
defperate.  Sheriff  Hamilton  will  hardly  give  him- 
felf  up,  a  fecond  time,  to  a  tribunal  that  he  knows, 
by  experience,  to  be  prejudiced  and  defpotic.  Inftead 
of  ttriving  to  crnfh  mifchief,  he  may  poflibly,  at  the 
head  of  his  Mingo  Creek  regiment,  feize  a  pod  on 
the  Alleghany,  and  bid  defiance  to  Congrefs  and 
excife.  Major  Powers  will  not  likely  become,  a  fe 
cond  time,  an  ambaffador  of  obedience,  that  he  may 
be  imprifoncd,  for  eight  days,  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  A  revolt  like  this  would  far  better  pro 
mote  the  views  of  Britifh  ambition,  than  an  alliance 
with  the  Miamis.  On  this  fubjccl  the  remark  of 
General  Smith  was  very  fair :  "  Gentlemen  fay  that 
"  they  hope  there  will  be  no  more  infurrcelions.  I 
"  hope  fo  too.  But  does  that  cnfure  the  tiling?  I 
"  believe  not,  Sir.  Nothing  was  farther  from  the 
"  thoughts  of  the  Houfe,  at  lafl  feflion,  than  an  in- 
"•  furrection -j*."  This  ihort  view  explains  the  im 
policy  of  railing  at  Wcflern  people  in  the  mats ;  a 
practice  fo  carefully  followed  by  the  Federal  party. 
They  fhould  likewife  reflect  upon  its  injuftice. 


*'  See  Hiftory  of  Vermont ;  a  State  wherein  more  than  a  fifth 
part  of  the  people  are  enrolled  in  the  militia. 
\  Debates  of  Congreis,  January  Qth,  1795. 
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'"  Though  outrages  had  been  committed  on  excife 
"  officers,  yet  no  (heriff  nor  confiable  had  been 
"  oppofed  in  arreftingthe  offenders,  They  had  been 
"  brought  in  upon  procels,  and  proiecuted  at  the 
"  court.  There  was  no  reaf-jn  in  the  diftinclion  ; 
'"  but  it  was  made*"  If  the  fix  percent,  orators 
want  a  fecond  infurreclion,  their  conftant  yelping  is 
the  moft  certain  way  to  raife  it.  The  fhortefl  method 
for  making  a  rafcal  of  any  man,  is  by  afluring  him 
that  you  know  him  to  be  one. 

The  fixth  article  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Con- 
flitution  fays,  that  "  no  warrants  fhall  iflue,  but 
"  upon  probable  caufe,  fupportedby  oath  or  affirm- 
"  ation."  In  many  of  the  cafes  already  quoted, 
the  fpirit  of  this  amendment  was  plainly  violated, 
and,  in  that  of  Powers,  even  the  letter ;  for,  after 
being  kept  fo  long  a  prifoner,  the  Judge  difcharged 
him  without  even  examination. 

The  feventh  amendment  enjoins,  that  no  perfon 
fhall  "  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  with- 
"  out  due  procefs  of  law.1'  The  Itipulation  is  illufive, 
by  the  generality  of  the  flyle  ; ,  for  the  Conftitution 
fhould  either  have  defined  what  is  meant  by  due 
proce/s,  or  it  iffues  in  mere  words. 

The  eighth  amendment  declares,  that  "  in  all  cri- 
66  minal  profecutions,  the  accufed  fhall  enjoy  the 
"  right  to  a  jpeedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial 
44  jury,  of  the  itate  and  diftricT:  wherein  the  crime 
"  in  all  have  been  committed." 

This  amendment  is,  likewife,  unfatisfaclory ;  for 
•a  -/p?edy  trial  is  an  indefinite  phrafe,  that  may  be 
fi retched  to  an  intolerable  delay.  Thus,  in  the  cafes 
of  the  Weftern  people,  about  fix  months,  or  upwards, 
intervened  between  arreftment  and  trial.  This  was 
•any  thing,  furely,  but  fpeed.  The  word  dijlnci  lies, 
alib,  open  to  objection.  The  State  of  Pennfylvania 


*   Bracken  ridge,  chap.  L 
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is  a  difinct  four  hundred  miles  broad.  A  perfon 
dragged  to  that  distance,  a  whilkey  rioter,  for  ex 
ample,  is  completely  feparated  from  his  connexions, 
andlofes  every  benefit  of  trial  by  jury  from  the  vici 
nage.  The  very  length  of  the  journey  is,  in  itfelf,  a 
fevere  punifhment  to  any  man  who  has  bufinefs  to 
mind.  Suppofe  that  he  gets  bail,  returns  home, 
comes  back  to  Philadelphia,  and  is  acquitted ;  or, 
perhaps,  the  grand  jury  throws  out  the  bill,  fo  that 
he  does  not  even  tfand  a  trial.  His  three  jour- 
nies  amount  to  twelve  hundred  miles,  which,  at 
twenty  miles  per  day,  employ  fixty  days.  His  ex- 
penfes  in  travelling  cannot  be  lefs  than  a  dollar  per 
day,  and  his  lofs  of  time  about  as  much  more.  Here 
is  a  fine  of  more  than  an  hundred  dollars  ;  and,  per 
haps,  he  has  not  one  dollar  of  his  own.  This  cal 
culation  does  not  include  his  vvafle  of  time  in  attend 
ing  the  court,  and  three  prefatory  months  in  prifon, 
before  he  could  find  bail  for  his  appearance,  or,  per 
haps,  before  Judge  Peters  found  leifure  to  examine 
him.  To  the  pooreft  man  brought  from  the  Weftern 
country,  the  arreftment  mufT,  in  itfelf,  have  been 
equal  to  an  exaction  of  three  or  four  hundred  dollars. 
The  above  three  amendments  to  the  Conftitution 
point  out  no  explicit  principle  to  protect  him.  As 
for  compenfation,  I  fufpecl  that  no  writer  on  law 
has  ever  fo  much  as  fuggefted  a  hint  of  it.  The 
extreme  iniquity  of  this  omillion  has  already  been 
explained. ,  Arnidfl  the  numerous  projecls  for  poli 
tical  reformation,  1  have  never  met  with  an  effectual 
remedy  propofed  for  arbitrary  miprifonment ,  before 
trial,  on  the  par  I  of  Government  *. 

*  In  the  criminal  apartment  of  the  jail  of  Philadelphia,  a  pri- 
foner  is  reftri&ed  to  the  diet  of  the  houie,  that  is,  to  iemi-ftarva- 
tion.  He  is  not  even  allowed  to  buy  food  for  himielf,  out  of  his 
own  pocket.  Thus,  even  lefere  trial,  he  is  feverely  punifhed  by 
famine.  Americans  ought  not  to  ipeak  of  Algerine  favagenefs, 
while  fuch  enormities  exift  at  home.  After  trial,  there  may  be  good 
caufes  for  &'mting  diet. 

We 
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We  have  feen  a  few  of  the  abufes  in  this  way, 
\vhich  occurred  during  the  Weftern  infurre&ion. 
While  they  can  be  repeated  with  impunity,  it  is  rafh 
to  fay  much  about  the  rights  and  liberties  of  an  Ame 
rican  citizen.  While  your  Government  can  appre 
hend  you,  make  you  walk  four  hundred  miles  on 
foot,  and  thereafter  lie  three  months  in  jail,  before 
examination,  it  is  childifh,  it  is  even  impertinent,  to 
raife  a  racket  about  the  fuperior  public  virtue  of 
American  citizens,  or  the  fuperior  purity  of  the  Fe 
deral  Conftitution.  If  the  former  had  fhone  with 
peculiar  fplendour,  it  is  likely  that  a  certain  Judge 
would,  long  fince,  have  been  impeached,  fined,  and 
difmiffed.  If  the  latter  had  been  as  excellent  as  it  is 
faid  to  be,  it  would  have  held  out  a  warning  fuffi- 
cient  to  deter  him. 


END  OF  THE  WESTERN  INSURRECTION, 


(     343     ) 


DISPUTE 

BETWEEN 

AMERICA  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN, 


JLN  the  Summary  FJeiv  I  pnrpofely  omitted  all  men 
tion  of  this  Ditpute,  in  order  to  bring  the  hiftory 
of  it  under  one  head  in  this  place. 

When  France  had  effected  a  feparation  between 
the  mother-country  and  her  colonies,  fhe  ufed  all  her 
efforts  to  engrofs  the  trade  of  thofe  colonies.  It  was 
eafily  perceived  that  the  moment  the  war  was  over, 
the  Americans,  one  half  of  whom  never  wifhed  for  a 
feparation,  would  returrn  to  their  former  commer 
cial  connexions  with  their  friends  in  England,  who 
alone  had  the  commodities  they  wanted,  and  who 
alone  were  able  to  give  them  the  credit  of  which 
they  flood  in  need.  To  prevent  the  renewal  of  this 
intercourfe  and  the  restoration  of  friendihip,  which 
would  inevitably  accompany  it,  France  exhaufled  all 
therefourcesof  her  intrigue  and  corruption.  She  pair 
ed  laws  calculated  to  draw  the  Americans  to  her  ter 
ritory,  and  to  induce  them  to  ufe  no  manufactures  but 
hers.  JEFFERSON,  a  man  who  was  deeply  indebted  to 
the  Englifh  merchants,  and  who  hated  England  be- 
caufe  he  had  injured  her,  was,. after  the  conclufion  of 
the  peace  in  1 783,  appointed  Minifler  Plenipotentiary 
to  France,  where  he  relided  till  after  the  new  Federal 
Government  was  formed  and  ^  ut  in  motion  in  1789. 

z  This 
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This  man  was  totally  devoted  to  the  court  of  France, 
and  the  whole  time  of  his  embaffy  was  taken  up  in 
contriving,  with  that  court,  the  means  of  turning 
the  channel  of  the  American  trade  from  England  to 
France.    The  various  arts  that  were  made  ufe  of  for 
this  purpofe,  together  with  the  ftrong  delire  which 
Wafhington   had    to  fecond,   not  the   intrigues   of 
France,  but  the  difpofition  to  prevent  a  too  imme 
diate  and   too   friendly  intercourfe  with  England, 
produced  a  confideiable  eftecl:.    Attempts  were  made 
to  open  an  intercourfe  with  France,  fuch  as  had  hi 
therto  been  carried  on  with  England ;  new  corre- 
fpondences,    houfes,   partnerfhips,  and  companies, 
were  formed,  and  French  frippery  flowed  in  with 
every  tide.     But  the  people  did  not  participate  in  the 
feelings  and  the  motives  of  JEFFERSON,  and  fome 
©theis  of  the  leading  Whigs.     The  people  fHU  liked 
a  fhirt  to  their  ruffle  ;  they  fHll  liked  the  plain,  neat, 
folid,  and  durable  manufactures  of  England.    Beiides, 
fajhion  did  much  againft  France.    London  fUll  gave 
the  fafhion  to  America ;  for  though  now  and  then 
an  ape  afTecled  to  imitate  the  French,  and  though 
fuch  an  imitation  was  Itrongly  recommended  in  the 
nevvfpapers  (all  devoted  to  the  enemies  of  England), 
yet  whenever  the  precept  was  attempted  to  be  reduced 
to  praclice,  it  failed  not  to  excite  ridicule  and  con 
tempt    Habit  and  natural  affection  were  too  power* 
ful  for  political  prejudices,  though  aided  by  the  in 
trigues  of  France  and  her  partifans,  and  by  the  ftre- 
nuous  and  continual  efforts  of  a  prefs  the  mofr.  partial 
that  ever  was  known  in  the  world.    The  frippery 
imported  from  France,  her  tinfel,  her  gewgaws,  her 
endlefs  variety  of  materials  for  equipping  the  fhabby 
genteel,  remained  unfold  in  the  fhops  of  thofe  Whigs 
who  were  foolifh  enough  to  mix  politics  with  trade; 
while  all  the  traders  who  had  acled  honeftly  towards 
their  Englifh  creditors,  and  who  had  refumed  their 
intercourie  with  them,  found  more  cuftomers  than 
•  they 
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they  had  goods  to  {apply.  Thefe  men  too  could  obtain 
a  long  credit ;  whereas  thofe  who  dealt  with  France 
could  obtain  hardly  any.  The  French  was  a  mere 
forced  trade,  an  effort  againfl  nature.  In  about  three 
years  after  it  began,  it  funk  for  ever,  dragging  down 
along  with  it  all  thofe,  both  in  France  and  America, 
who  had  embarked  in  it  to  any  extent. 

This  was  a  cruel  mortification  to  the  Whigs,  who 
now  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  people  that  manu 
factories  might  be  eftablifhod  in  the  United  States. 

O 

A  thoufand  abfurd  projects  were  broached.  General 
Wafhington  appeared,  at  the  opening  of  the  firft 
Federal  Congrefs,  in  a  fuit  of  clothes,  entirely  of  Ame 
rican  manufa&ure ;  but  every  farmer  of  lenfe  knew 
that  the  fuit  coft  as  much  as  a  middling  farm  would 
fell  for.  In  fad,  this  fuit  of  the  General's,  like  many- 
other  of  his  tricks,  was  well  enough  calculated  to 
amufe  the  ignorant  part  of  the  people,  and  to  per 
fuade  them  that  America  could  exift  totally  inde 
pendent  of  England  ;  but  he  well  knew  that  the 
United  States  could  not  be  a  manufacturing  nation, 
and  that  it  was  their  intereft  that  they  fhould  not 
be  fo. 

The  partifans  of  France,  feeing  themfclves  baffled 
in  all  their  projects  of  fupplanting  the  trade  of  Eng 
land  by  any  thing  {hort  of  a  law,  which  fhould  im- 
pofe  heavier  duties  on  the  goods  of  England  than 
on  thofe  of  France,  had  recourfe  to  that  meafure 
daring  the  firft  feflion  of  the  fir  ft  Federal  Congrefs. 
They  failed.  "  No,"  faid  the  majority,  "  let  all 
"  nations  have  a  fair  chance ;  let  the  duties  on  the 
<c  goods  of  all  of  them  be  the  fame,  and  then  our 
"  farmers  will  have  their  choice,  and  will  purchafe 
**  at  the  beft  market."  The  motion  for  a  difcrimina- 
tion  in  favour  of  France  was  brought  forward  by  MA 
DISON,  who  was  the  mere  tool  of  JEFFERSON,  FRANK 
LIN,  andVSRGENNES.  The  connexion  between  thefe 
m.en?  as  well  as  the  whole  of  their  intrigues,  were 

now 
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now  known ;  and,  at  the  epocha  of  which  •  I  am  nosy 
fpcaking,  every  good  man  in  America,  even  amongft 
the  Whigs,  who  was  acquainted  therewith,  hated 
France  more  than  he  ever  had  hated  England.  SJG 
DOCTOR  MORSE'S  Expofure  of  French  Intrigue, 
,  vol.  x.  p.  230,  and  read  it  with  great  attention. 

I  now  come  to  the  years  1793-4,  when  theenthu- 
iiafm,  with  which  the  creation  of  the  French  Repub 
lic  had  infpircd  the  people  of  America,  emboldened 
the  Gallic  faction,  which  had  been  conftaritly  che- 
ri fiicd  and  greatly  ftrengthened  by  the  feveral  French 
minifters,  to  bring  fonVard,  once  more,  their  project 
ol  cbnuncrcial difcnmlnation,  by  which  they  now  hoped 
not  only  to  injure  the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  but  to 
provoke  her  to  declare  war  again  ft  America.  JEF 
FERSON,  the  leader  of  the  faction,  was  not  only  pre- 
ii'iit  now,  and  ready  to  aflift  in  perlb.n,  but  he  was 
Secretary  of  State,  an  office  that  gave  him  great  in 
fluence  in  all  affairs  relative  to  foreign  nations.  As 
a  prelude  to  the  propofal  of  commercial  difcrimina- 
tion,  he  made  a  Report  on  the  fubjecl  of  commerce, 
which  was  laid  before  Congrefs  in  the  autumn  of 
1793.  I  fball  here  give  fome  remarks  on  this  Report, 
in  the  words  of  Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH,  now  Miniiler 
Plenipotentiary  in  Portugal. 

"  It  was  obvious  to  thofe  that  examined  it,  that 
the  whole  object  and  tendency  of  the  Report  went  to 
fwell  the  catalogue  of  fuppofed  injuries,  arifing  from 
•the  commercial  regulations  of  Britain,  and  to  dirni- 
niih  thofe  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  particu 
larly  the  former,  by  overlooking  important  difcrimi- 
nations  in  our  favour  on  the  part  of  Britain,  and 
exhibiting  her  unfavourable  difcriminations  in  the 
moft  prominent  colours ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  difadvantageous  reftriclions  of  the  other  nations 
were  grouped  in  the  back  ground,  and  trifling  pre 
ferences  brought  forward  and  fuelled  into  immenfe 
benefits. 

"Sa 
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"  So  "eager  was  the  Secretary  in  lliepurfuit  of  his 
favourite  object,  viz.  to  entangle  the  United  States 
into  altercations  with  England,  which  could  only 
ifluein  war,  that  lie  not  only  advanced  in  fupport  of 
his  commercial  proportions,  theories  directly  the- 
reverie  of  thofe  he  had  elaborately  inculcated  in  his 
Notes  on  Virginia,  but  he  even  flatly contradicled  in 
one  page  a  maxim  of  government  which  he  had  em 
phatically  laid  down  no  farther  back  than  in  the  pre 
ceding  page,  and  (rated,  with  confidence,  a  commercial 
faff  of  no  inconfidrrable  importance,  which  tie  was 
obliged  to  contradid  in  his  tupplernentary  Report. 

"  Notwithstanding  his  explicit  condemnation  of 
a  fyftem  of  comeftic  manufactures  for  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1782,  yet  in  his  commercial  Re 
port,  in  1793?  when  precisely  the  fame  caufes  exilled, 
we  find  a  ftrong  recommendation  of  meafurcs  cal 
culated  to  compel  the  United  States  to  depend  for 
fupply  on  dome/lie  manufactures^  there  being  no  other 
nation,  at  that  timey  capable  of  furnifhing  them  but 
Great  Britain,  whole  manufactures  were  to  have 
been  interdicted. 

"  Jn  the  Report,  page  j^,  he  recommends  the 
burdening  with  duties,  or  excluding,  fuch foreign  ma- 
nufaclures  as  we  take  in  great  eft  quantity,  and  which, 
at  the  fame  time,  we  could  the  fooneft  furnifli  to  our- 
ielves,  or  obtain  from  other  countries,  impofjng  on 
them  duties,  lighter  at  firlr,  but  heavier  and  heavier 
afterwards,  as  otlier  channels  of  fupply  open.  He 
adds,  '  Such  duties,  having  the  effect  of  indirect  en- 
'  couragement  to  domeftic  manufactures  of  l\ie.  fame  kind, 
'  may  induce  the  manufacturer  to  come  bini/eJfinto  thefe 
'  States ;  and  here  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the 
'  State  Governments  to  co-operate  effentially,  by 

*  opening  the  refources  of  encouragement,  which  are 

*  under  their  control,  extending  them  liberally  to  art- 
'  ifts  in  thofe  particular  branches  of  manufactures  for 

*  which  their  foil;  climate,  population,  and  other  cir- 

'  cumftances, 
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*  cumftanees,  have  matured  them,  an&fyhrmg  the 

*  PRECIOUS  efforts  and  progrefs  of  houfehold  manufac- 
*•  ture  by  fome  patronage  fuited  to  the  nature  of  its 

*  objects,  guided  by  the  local  information  they  poffefs^ 

*  and  guarded  againft  abufe  by  their  prefence  and  at* 
tentiorK    The  oppreffions  on  our  agriculture  in  fo- 

*  reign  ports  would  thus  be  made  the  occafion  of  re- 
fr  lieving  it  from  a  dependance  on  the  councils  and 

*  conduct  of  others,  and  PROMOTING  ARTS,  MANU- 

*  FACTURES,  ANI>  POPULATION  AT  HOME/ 

"  The  glaring  contradiction  which  thefe  recited 
paflages  exhibit,  furnifhes  fcope  for  feveral  remarks. 
In  the  firft  place,  he  has  evidently  overlooked  or  for 
gotten  in  the  eomme rcial  Report,  all  the  injury  which, 
in  &  is  Notes,  he  had  declared  to  flow  from  the  intro 
duction  of  domeftic  manufactures  into  the  United 
States  ;  and  this  is  not  all ;  in  his  Notes,  p.  93,  '  he 

*  deprecates   the   importation   of  foreigners   into  the 
6  United  States,  becaufe,  coming  principally   from 
'  monarchical  countries,  they  will  either  bring  their 
6  pernicious  maxims,  or,  if  they  throw  them  off,  it  will 

*  be  in  exchange  for  an  unbounded  licentioufnefs.,  pafl- 
c  ing,  as  is  tt/ital,  Tays  he, '  from  one  extreme  to  another.9' 
And  yet,  in  his  Report,  he  ftrongly  recommends  mea- 
fiires  calculated  to  produce  the  effect  of  introducing 
a  mafs  of  foreigners  from  that  monarchical  country, 
Britain,  and  the  very  ivorft  kind  of  foreigners,  in  his 
eftimation,  manufacturers,  a  clafs  of  people,  the  pro 
portion  of  which  in  fociety,  fays  he,  furnifhes  a  baro 
meter  whereby  to  meafure  its  degree  of  CORRUPTION  *. 

"  When  he  wrote  his  Notes,  this  country  being  at 

*  Mr.  Madlfon)  in  his  fpeech  in  fupport  of  the  Secretary's  Re 
port,  makes  this  obfervsrtion,  fpeaking  of  the  Britifli  manufac 
turers  :  "Here  are  three  hundred  tboufand  fouls  who  live  by  our 
cuftom  :  let  them  be  driven  to  poverty  and  defpair  by  afts  of  their 
own  Government,  and  what  would  be  the  confequence  ?  moft  pro 
bably  an  acq^iftion.  of  fo  many  ufeful  citizens  to  the  Unitfd  $/atft* 
Precious  hnave  ! 

war 
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war  with  Great  Britain,  no  fiimulus  was  necdTary 
to  inflame  our  citizens  ;  fufficient  caufes  then  ex 
ited,  and  then  *  manufactures  were  the  four re  of  eor- 
c  ruption,  i\\en  foreigners  were  thef&WM  of  licenthuf- 
'  fiefs*  But  when  he  wrote  his  Report •,  a  quarrel  with 
Great  Britain  was  a  deferable  thing ;  then  it  was  n<e- 
ceflary  to  inflame  the  Legillature  of  the  United  States, 
then  it  was  proper  that  foreign  manufactures  thould 
l>e  interdicted,  that  the  United  States  ihould  matBi- 
fatture  for  thernfelves,  and,  not  content  with  their  own 
workmen,  encourage  the  importation  of  manuf&ffi-urers 
from  foreign  countries,  although  they  were  expedited 
to  bring  with  them  monarchical  habits  or  an  unbounded 
licentioufnefs  !  ! — Such  are  the  mconfifteticies  in  which. 
they  involve  themfelves,  who,  deviating  from  the 
line  of  political  truth,  purfue  fpeculations  calculated 
merely  to  anfwer  party  purpofes  of  the  moment. 
"  In  the  Report,  p.  19,  he  fays,  *  IT  is  NOT  TQ 

f  THE  MODERATION  AND  JUSTICE  OP  OTHERS  WE  ARE 

'  TO  TRUST  for  fair  and  equal  accefs  to  market,  with 

*  our  productions,  or  for  the  due  fhare  in  the  tranf- 
4  portation  of  them,  but  to  our  own  means  of  indc- 
f  pendence,  and  the  firm  will  toufe  them/    Having 
ilated  this  broad  and  unqualified  principle,  he  goes  oia 
to  recommend  difcrirninations  and  rejiri&ions  in  refyeBk 
to  our  commerce  with  Great  Britain. 

But,  in  the  very  next  page,  alter  afferting  that 
France  was  willing  to  make  a  fifenz/'tteaty  with  us, 
and  that  Great  Britain  was  not,  he  proceeds  in  thefe 
words  :  c  We  have  no  reaibn  to  conclude  that  friendly 

*  Arrangements  would  be  declined  by  the  Gttur  na- 
•*  tlons,  with  whom  we  have  iucli  commercial  intcr- 

*  courfe  as  may  render  them  important.  In  the  mean 

*  while,  it  would  reft  with  the  wifdom  of  the  Con- 

*  grefs  to  determine   whether,   as  to  thofe  nations, 
(  they  will  not  furceqfe  ex  parts  regulations ,  on  the 
(  REASONABLE   PRESUMPTION  that  tJuy  will  concur 
(  in  doing  whatever  JUSTICE  AND  MODERATION  DIO 

'    TATE  SHOULD  BE  DONE/ 

Here 


350  DISPUTE  WITH 

"  Here  we  find,  in  p^:-  i^,  a  general  priori  pie 
laid  down,  that  \ve  are  not  to  truit  to  the  moderation 
and  jiiftice  of  oiler  nations,  but  to  our  ow/i  means.  2nd 
the  firm  will  to  ufe  them.  BU*.  in  page  20,  it  is 
fuggefted  to  Congrefs  to  Jnrceajl  our  regulations,  to 
forbear  nfing-  our  means,  as  to  Spain  and  Portugal 
(the  nations  contemplated),  on  the  reafonable  pre- 
•famftif:<K  that  iliy  will  do  whatever  MODERATION  and 
JUSTICE  fhall  dictate. 

"  A  more  palpable  contradiction  was  perhaps  ne 
ver  dotec-tfd  in  any  work. 

"  That  the  Secretary,  in  his  ardent  zeal  for  dif- 
criminations  and  reftriclions,  as  applied  to  Great 
Britain,  fhould,  in  the  fir  ft  iketch  of  his  Report, 
lay  down  one  maxim,  which  wouM  fcrve  as  a  good 
introduction  to  his  plan  of  lioftillty  againil  that  nation, 
and  that  he  fhould  lay  down  another,  the  very  re- 
*vetfe  of  it,  when  it  was  neceflary  to  confine  thefe 
rellricliohs  altogether  to  her,  and  to  exempt  Spam 
and  Portugal,  is  not  fo  extraordinary  ;  but  that,  on 
a  reperufal  of  his  Report,  a  work  of  near  three  years, 
he  ihould  have  overlooked  this  glaring  contra 
diction,  that  fome  confidential  frierfd  fhould  not 
have  noticed  it  in  manufcrtpt,  and  obliged  him  to 
twift  the  pafTages  into  fome  plaufible  contiiiency,  is 
altogether  a  fubject  of  aftoniihment. 

"  The  progrets  of  things  has  difcovcred,  however, 
that  the  Secretary  was  entirely  deceived  in  his  rea- 
forialle prefiwiplion  ;  for  Spaiho.r\d  Portugal  have  both 
actually  declined  entering  into  friendly  arrangements 
\vith  us,  and  doing  whatever  juftice  and  modera 
tion,  in  our  opinion,  dictate  ihould  be  done.  Though 
we  have  lately  formed  a  treaty  of  boundary  and 
amity  with  Spain,  ihe  positively  declined  entering 
into  a  commercial  treaty  with  us.  Portugal  has  alto 
rnaniff.lted  an  unwillingncfs  to  meet  us  on  that 
ground,  though  we  have  had  a  Miniitcr  ihcre  with 
that  view  forfjve  years» 

te  As 
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"  As  much  miftaken  was  the  Secretary  in  declar 
ing  that  Great  Britain  was  on  fo  good  a  commercial 
footing  with  us,  in  fa  dr.,  that  fhe  would  not  he  dif- 
pofed  to  meddle  with  it  by  entering  into  a  treaty  ; 
for,  loon  after  he  quitted  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State,  a  commercial  treaty  was  concluded  with  that 
nat:on,  which,  I  fha  11  hereafter  fhow,  has  removed 
every  ground  of  cvntplaint\  and  fee u red  to  us  all  the 
advantages  fuggetled  in  his  Report ,  notwithstanding 
he  afterwards  concurred  with  his  friends  in  repro 
bating  that  very  treaty  as  an  abandonment  of  all  our 
commercial  rights. 

"  Another  error  was  committed  by  the  Secretary, 
in  declaring  that  France  was  ready  to  enter  into  a 
new  commercial  treaty  on  fair  ami  equal  principles; 
for  it  was  foori  after  di  {covered  by  the  publication  of 
Genet's  itiftrufllons,  that  our  becoming  A  PARTY  IN 
THE  WAR  was  to  be  the  PRICE  of  the  propofed  treaty. 
"  It  has  been  allb  alleged  by  us,  that  Mr.  Jeirer- 
fon  had  ilated  a  commercial  fall  in  his  Report,  which 
he  was  obliged  to  retract  in  a  Supplementary  Report. 
"  In  page  i  2  of  the  Report,  heftates,  that  Great 
Britain  admits  into  her  ijlands  our  productions,  by 
A  PROCLAMATION  OF  HER.  EXECUTIVE,  limited  AL 
WAYS  to  the  term  of  A  YEAR,  but  hitherto  renewed 
from  year  to  year :  lie  had  previoufly  remarked,  in 
page  9,  on  the  great  difadvantagt  of  a  tenure  which 
might  be  fo  fuJJenly  diicontinued,  and  had  adverted 
to  (he  apprchenfions  of  our  merchants  on  a  late  oc- 
caiion,  when  the  fear  of  a  fudden  difcontinuance  of 
our  intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  in  reference  to 
another  fubject,  had  produced  very  difagreeable  ef 
fects ;  but  in  his  Supplementary  Report,  called  for 
by  the  Houfe,  we  find  the  following  contradiction  of 
the  above  facl,  page  9.  £  The  Secretary  takes  this 

*  cccalion  to  note  an  acl:  of  the  Eritilh  Parliament, 
c  of  28  Geo.  3,  c.  6,  which,  though  paffed  BEFORE 

*  the  epoch  fo  v:hich  his  Report  aforefaid  related,  had 

*  tfcufed 
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efcaped  his  rtfearckes.  The  effect  of  it  was  to  con 
vert  the  Proclamations  regulating  our  direct  inter- 
courfe  with  their  Weft  India  iflands  into  a 
STANDING  LAW,  and  fo  far  to  remove  the  unfa 
vourable  diflinzlion  between  us  and  foreign  nations, 
ftaled  in  the  Report? 

"  It  is  fomewhat  furprifing  that  this  aft  fhould 
have  efeaped  his  researches  for  near  three  years  ;  if  he 
had  had  any  intimation  of  ils  exi/tence,  he  was  highly 
cenfurable  in  having  flated  in  his  Report  that  this 
intercourfe  was  regulated  by  Proclamations  of  the 
King,  limited  always  to  the  term  of  a  year.  How 
could  he  be  juftified  in  Hating  fo  politively  an  unfa 
vourable  dijlinftion,  when  an  application  to  any  mer 
chant  of  information  would  have  afcertairied  the 
fact?  Why  pointedly  remark,  that  while  the  com 
merce  of  other  nations  was  fecurcd  by  ftanding  laws 
which  could  not  be  altered  but  by  the  concurrent 
will  of  the  three  branches  of  the  Brit ifh- Government, 
our  commerce  was  excluded  from  the  fecurity  of  fixed 
laws,  and  depended,  altogether,  on  the  iingle-will 
of  a  monarch  ?  The  object  manifefHy  was  to  make 
an  impreflion  unfriendly  to  Great  Britain,  by  dating 
a  facl:  of  the  truth  of  which  he  muft  at  the  time  have 
had  doubts,  which  would  have  been  removed,  had 
he,  during  the  fpace  of  three  years,  employed  one 
hundredth  part  of  the  pains  to  ascertain  it,  which  he 
employed  in  refearches  after  every  fact  and  circum- 
Itance  which  could  fwell  the  catalogue  of  commer- 

O 

eial  grievances  and  complaints  againfl  that  nation. 
From  the  diipofition  exhibited  by  the  Secretary 
through  the  whole  of  his  Report,  to  make  the  molt 
unfavourable  impreflions  in  refpecl  to  Great  Britain, 
we  have  a  right  to  infer  that  the  recantation  of  the 
fact,  fo  poutively  ftated,  would  not  have  appeared 
in  the  Supplementary  Repprt,  had  not  a  knowledge 
of  the  inveftigation  which  the  fubjedt  was  to  un 
dergo^  and  a  fuggeftion  of  the  known  exiitence  of 

the 
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the  aft  in  queflion,  dilated  the  expediency  of 
giving  an  air  of  candour  to  that  which  was  the  refult 
of  a  necejjary.  policy. 

"  Many  other  fpecimens  might  be  furnifhed  of 
the  partial  complexion  of  Mr.  JefFerfon's  commercial 
Report :  a  few  of  them,  in  addition  to  the /acts  al 
ready  ftated,  will  more  than  fuffice  to  fhow  that  the 
gratification  of  certain  ant 'i- national  prejudices  was 
more  an  object  with  that  work  than  the  promotion  of 
our  national  projperity. 

*c  The  firit  circumftance  which  firikes  us,  in 
reading  the  introductory  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Reprefentatives  on  tranfmitting  the  Report,  is  the 
bringing  up  the  Report  only  to  the  time  when  things, 
as  the  Report  fays,  were  in  their  fettled  order,  that 
3S,  the  fummer  of  1792  (when  the  monarchy  of 
France  terminated)  ;  and  yet,  in  the  fame  letter,  in 
forming  the  Reprefentatives  that  France  had  pro- 
pofed  to  enter  into  a  new  treaty  of  commerce  with 
the  United  States  on  liberal  terms,  and  had,  in  the 
mean  time,  relaxed  fame  of  her  commercial  reflraints; 
all  of  which  facls  were  SUBSEQUENT  to  the  period  at 
which  he  had  CLOSED  his  Report. 

61  Now,  as  he  had  fixed  upon  a  certain  period, 
at  which  it  was  proper  to  clofe  his  Report  for  therea- 
fon  he  had  affigned,  namely,  becaufe  it  was  impof- 
iible  to  defcribe  all  the  changes  which  the  war  had 
occalioned,  and  becaufe  the  Report  was  properly 
adapted  to  a  time  when  things  were  in  their  fettled 
order ^  he  certainly  jQught  not  to  have  introduced  the 
commercial  meafures  of  Francejubfequent  to  that  pe 
riod  ;  or,  if  he  did,  he  ought  likewife  to  have  Itated 
all  the  changes  which  had  fubfequently  taken  place 
in  the  meafures  of  the  other  nations;  he  ought  aJfo 
to  have  ftated,  that  iince  that  period  France  had 
broke  her  extflmg  treaty  with  us ;  inftead  of  which  he 
remarks,  that  to  have  endeavoured  to  have  defcribed 
all  thefe  changes  would  have  been  as  endlefs  sis  «/£^/£> 

VOL.  i.  A  A  fince 
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lince  the  fcenes  would  have  been  Shifting  while  under 
defcription.  He  muft  have  well  known  that  the 
LIBERAL  treaty  propofed  by  France  required  that  we 
fhould  become  a  PARTY  IN  THE  WAR,  and  that  this 
propofal  of  a  new  treaty  arofe  altogether  out  of  the 
THEN  EXISTING  WAR,  and  was  therefore  no  more  a 
circumilance  connected  with  the  fettled  order  of 
things,  than  any  other  war  meafure  of  the  other  bel 
ligerent  powers. 

"  Here,  in  the  very  introduction  of  his  Report^ 
he  departs  altogether  from  the  plan  laid  down,  on 
purpofe  to  imprefs  Congrefs  with  a  belief  that  France 
was  difpofed  to  make  a  liberal  treaty  with  us,  when 
he  knew  (what  Genet's  publifhed  inftru&ions  foon 
after  told  us)  that  the  fine  qua  non  of  this  liberal 
treaty  was  our  ENGAGING  IN  THE  WAR. 

"  In  fpecifying  the  duties  impofed  on  our  pro 
ductions  by  Great  Britain,  the  Report  ftated  that  our 
tobacco,  for  their  confurnptioh,  paid  is.  %d.  fterling 
the  pound,  cuftom  and  excite,  befides  heavy  expenfes 
of  collection  ;  but  he  neglected  to  itate  what  he  mufl 
have  known,  that  if  our  tobacco  paid  is.  ^d.  the  to 
bacco  of  all  other  countries  paid  nearly  treble  that 
dim,  y.  6*/.  He  was  directed  c  to  report  to  Con 
grefs  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  privileges  and  re- 
frictions  of  our  commercial  intercourfe  with  other 
nations  ;'  yet,  in  relation  to  a  very  important  article 
of  export,  he  ftates  the  is.  ^d.  duty  impofed  on  our 
production,  and  omits  a  duty  nearly  treble  that  fum 
impofed  on  zfimilar  production  of  all  other  coun 
tries,  although  the  very  book  of  rates  which  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  the  one  fact  mud  have  exhibited  the 
other  clofe  by  its  iide. 

"  r£l\\$  fiippreffion  was  attempted  to  be  juflified, 
by  alleging  that  the  higher  duty  on  the  tobacco  of 
other  nations  was  not  worth  noticing,  becaufe  Great 
Britain  imported  no  tobacco  from  any  other  country 
than  the  United  States.  Then  the  duty  of  is.  $d.  on 

our 
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tobacco  could  work  no  injury  to  us  ;  then  it  was 
improper,  in  the  Secretary,  to  notice  the  heavy  ex- 
ferifes  of  collection,  becaufe  there  being  no  competition 
of  foreign  tobacco,  thefe  heavy  expenfes,  as  well  as 
the  duty,  mufl  fall  upon  the  Britifh  confumer  If 
there  was  no  tobacco  but  that  of  the  United  States 
confumed  in  Great  Britain,  in  that  cafe  the  duties 
xvould  not  injure  us,  but  the  confumer ;  if,  on  the 
contrary,  there  was  a  competition  of  the  tobacco  of 
other  countries  with  ours,  then  the  preference  given 
to  ours  by  the  difcrimination  of  duties  was  fuf- 
ficientiy  important  to  be  particularly  noticed. 

*'  Be  fides,  being  directed  tojlafefafts,  it  was  his 
.duty  to  have  ftated  thisfa^  fo  clofely  connefted  with 
'that  which  he  hadjtated,  and  left  it  to  Congrefs  to 
make  the  proper  inferences.  This  omiffion  is  the 
more  extraordinary,  as  in  fome  other  parts  of  the 
Report,  where  he  ftates  a  commercial  regulation  of 
Great  Britain,  which  is  favourable  to  this  country, 
he  endeavours  to  detract  from  it  by  fome  qualifica 
tion  ;  thus,  after  mentioning  an  advantageous  dif- 
tinclion  in  favour  of  our  bar-iron,  he  immediately 
adds,  '  of  which  article,  however,  we  do  not  pro 
duce  enough  for  our  own  ufe*  ;'  a  circumftance  well 
known  to  every  one,  and  very  unnecelTarily  intro 
duced.  Thus,  again,  after  having  flared  that  our  ex 
ports  to  Great  Britain  and  her  dominions  were  twice 
as  great  as  to  France  and  her  dominions,  he  takes 
care  to  qualify  this  advantage,  by  endeavouring  to 
prove  that  the  greater  part  of  what  the  former  re 
ceived  from  us  was  re-exported  to  other  countries. 

"  With  this  difpolition  thus  to  qualify  and  dtf- 
parage  every  advantage,  would  it  not  have  been  but 
candid  to  qualify  alfo  the  difad vantages ;  and,  in 

*  We  have,  notwithftanding,  exported  it  to  other  countries :  in 
the  year  1790,  our  export  of  iron  to  Great  Britain  amounted  to 
upwards  of  80,000  dolls. 

A  A  2  ftating 
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ftating  the  duty  of  is.  $d.  on  our  tobacco,  to  have 
added,  But  there  is  nearly  a  treble  duty  on  the  to 
bacco  of  all  other  countries  ? 

iC  In  Hating  the  reftricYions  on  our  navigation  in 
Great  Britain,  he  notices  the  duty  of  is.  qd.  per  ton, 
which  our  veffels  pay  for  light  and  Trinity  dues,  more 
than  is  paid  by  Britifh  fhips,  except  in  the  port  of 
London ;  but  he  omits  the  following  material  cir- 
cumftances :  i  ft,  That  the  extra  duty  which  a  Britifh 
fhip  pays  in  our  ports  more  than  an  American  fhip, 
is  greater  than  the  extra  duty  which  an  American 
fhip  pays  in  the  Britifh  ports  more  than  a  Britifh 
fhip.  adly,  That  our  fhips  are  upon  a  better  foot 
ing  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  than  thofe  of  any 
other  nation  ;  for  while  they  pay  upon  the  carriage 
of  feveral  of  their  productions  alien  duties,  our  fhips 
are  exempt  from  them. 

"  In  the  i  yth  page  he  fays,  c  Where  a  nation 
impofes  high  duties  on  our  productions,  or  prohibits 
them  altogether,  it  may  be  proper  to  do  the  fame 
by  theirs,  firft  burdening  or  excluding  thofe  pro 
ductions  which  they  bring  here  in  competition  with 
our  own  of  the  fame  kind,  {electing  nextjfttct  manu- 
faftures  as  we  take  from  them  in  great  eft  quantity  9 
and -which  at  the  fame  time  we  could  the  fooneft 
furnifh  to  ourfelves,  or  obtain  from  other  countries, 
impofing  on  them  duties  lighter  at  firft,  but  heavier 
and  heavier  afterwards,  as  other  channels  of  fupply 
open.'  He  had  previoufly  ftated,  that  Great  Britain 
did  impofe  high  duties  on  fome  of  our  productions, 
and  prohibited  others  altogether :  he  afterwards 
itated,  that  Great  Britain  was  unwilling  to  enter 
into  any  friendly  arrangements  with  us.  The  pro- 
pojitions,  introduced  by  Mr.  Madifon,  of  which  Ci 
tizen  Fauchet  fays  Mr.  Jefferfon  was  the  real  author, 
and  which  were,  in  fact,  a  commentary  on  the  Re 
port,  were  dire&ly  aimed  at  the  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain* 

"  Had 
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**  Had  it  been  true,  that  Great  Britain  bad  burdened 
our  productions  in  the  manner  ftated  in  the  Report, 
we  ibould  have  been  warranted  by  jiiftice,  and  the 
principles  of  felf-froteftion,  in  reciprocating  burdens 
on  their  manufactures,  and  we  ihould  have  been 
warranted  by  policy  alfo,  could  we  have  found  ay#/;~ 
ftitute  for  them.  But  inafmuch  as  the  commercial 
fyflem  of  Great  Britain,  fo  far  from  exhibiting  thole 
hideous  features  which  the  Report  had  pourl rayed, 
was  found,  on  examination,  to  be  at  leaft  as  friendly 
to  us  as  that  of  any  other  country,  the  meafure  was 
condemned  \sy  juftice\  and,  inafmuch  as  we  could, 
at  that  time,  find  no  poffible  fubftiiute  for  the  Britifh 
manufactures,  it  was  alfo  condemned  by  policy. 

"  There  could  be  only  three  fources  of  fupply  to 
this  country,  of  the  manufactures  annually  con- 
fumed — the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  France. 
The  United  States  manufacture  but  little.  Manu 
factures  cannot  thrive  to  any  extent  in  a  country  like 
this.  Mr.  Jefferfon,  in  deprecating  their  exillence 
among  us,  gives  himfelf  fufficient  reafons,  in  his 
Notes  on  Virginia,  why  they  cannot  profper.  Expe 
rience  has  lanctioned  his  do&rine.  The  cloth  ma 
nufacture  in  Connecticut,  the  cotton  manufacture  at 
Patterfon,  notwithstanding  the  aufpicious  patronage 
under  which  the  latter  has  been  fettered,  and  various 
other  attempts,  have  all  failed;  and  this  will  univer- 
fally  be  the  cafe,  until,  as  Mr.  Jefferfon  obferves, 
men  get  piled  up  in  large  cities  throughout  America. 
But,  while  land  is  in  fuch  plenty,  and  workmen  fo 
fcarce,  and  of  courfe  fo  dear,  in  vain  ihall  Govern 
ment,  nnwifely,  heap  duty  upon  duty,  and  burden 
upon  burden,  on  foreign  manufactures  :  we  fhallfHll, 
for  years  to  come,  be  obliged  to  refort  to  them.  Of 
what  avail  have  been  all  the  protecting  duties  on  cot 
tons,  on  hardware,  &c.  &c.  ?  Do  we  find  them  im 
ported  in  lefs  quantities  ?  Let  every  reader  look  at 
his  own  drefsj  and  at  the  furniture  and  implements 

A  A  3  with 
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xvith  which  he  is  furrounded,  and  then  pronounce 
what  portion  of  them  is  derived  from  domeftic  re- 
fources. 

"  Mr.  JefFerfon  had  ftated  in  the  Report,  that 
even  of  the  rough  material  of  bar-iron,  we  do  not 
make  enough  for  our  own  confumption.  He  had 
alfo  ftated,  that  while  the  manufactures  we  imparted 
from  France  and  her  dominions  amounted  to  only 
2,068,348  dollars,  thofe  from  Great  Britain  and  her 
dominions  amounted  to  15,285,428  dollars. 

"  Notwithftanding  this  difproportion,  he  propofes, 
that  we  fhall  burden  or  exclude  thofe  manufactures 
which  we  take  in  great  eft  quantity ,  and  which,  at  the 
fame  time,  we  could  the  iooneft  furnifh  to  ourfelves, 
or  obtain  from  other  countries,  impofing  duties  heavier 
and  heavier,  as  other  channels  of  fupply  open :  that  is, 
to  hurden  or  exclude  manufactures  to  the  amount  of 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  which  we  imported  from 
Great  Britain,  and  to  truft  to  dome/lie  fupply,  or  a 
fupply  from  fome  other  country.  He  knew  very  well 
that  we  could  expect  no  material  fubftitute  from  do.- 
meftic  fupply  :  indeed  his  principles  in  relation  to 
domeftic  manufacture,  were  even  hojiile  to  fuch  a 
fubftitute ;  for  he  had  ftrongly  deprecated  the  eflablifh- 
inent  of  manufactures  in  the  United  States. 

"  It  is  evident  then,  that,  under  the  hypocritical 
cloak  of  friendship  for  domeftic  manufactures,  with 
the  artful  defign  of  inlilling  on  his  ftde  all  the  artifis 
of  America,  and  all  the  patrons  of  domeftic  manu 
facture,  his  real  object  was,  iv  promote  and  fojier  the 
langmjhlng  manufactures  of  France,  by  an  exclulion 
of  thofe  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United 
States.  If  tjie  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  had 
been  excluded,  according  to  the  Secretary's  plan, 
having  evidently  no  refource  at  home,  where  were 
the  importing  merchants  to  look  for  fupply  for  their 
cuftoraers  ?  To  France  alone" 

Such  was  the  Report  of  JEFFER^O^  ;  fuch  was  ils 
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object,  and  ftich  was  the  light  in  which  it  was  view 
ed  by  thofe  members  of  Congrefs  who  were  not  de 
voted  to  France.  Nevertheless,  MADISON  revived 
his  project  of  commercial  dijcrmnnatlon^  and,  on  the 
3d  of  January,  1794,  propofed  the  following  refo- 
lutions : — 

Refototdfi  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  intereft  of 
the  United  States  would  be  promoted  by  further  reflections  and 
higher  duties,  in  certain  cafes,  on  the  manufactures  and  navigation 
of  foreign  nations,  employed  in  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  than  thofe  now  impofed. 

i.  Re/olvcd)  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  an  addi 
tional  duty  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  following  articles,  manufactured 
by  European  nations^  having  no  commercial  treaty  with  the  United 
States  : 

On  all  articles,  of  which  leather  is  the  material  of  chief  value, 

an  additional  duty  of        per  centum  ad  valorem. 
On  all  manufactured  iron,  fleel,  tin,  pewter,  copper,  brafs,  or 
articles  of  which  either  ofthefe  metals  is  the  material  of  chief 
value,  an  additional  duty  of  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  all  articles  of  which  cotton  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  an 

additional  duty  of  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  all  cloths,  of  which  wool  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  where 
the  eftimated  value  on  which  the  duty  payable  is  above 

an  additional  duty  of  per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

where  fuch  value  is  below  an  additional  duty  of 

per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  all  cloths,  of  which  hemp  or  flax  is  the  material  of  chief 

value,  and  of  which  the  eftimated  value  on  which  the  duty  is 

payable  is  below  an  additional  duty  of  per 

centum  ad  valorem. 

On  all  manufactures  of  which  (ilk  is  the  material  of  chief  value, 

an  additional  duty  of  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

z.Refohed,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  an  additional 
duty  of  per  ton  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  veflels  belonging 

to  nations  having  no  commercial  treaty  with  the  United  States* 

3.  Refolded,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  duty  on 
veflels  belonging  to  nations  having  commercial  treaties  with   tht 
United  States  ought  to  be  reduced  to  per  ton. 

4.  Refolded,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  where  any 
nation  may  rcfufe  to  confider  as  veflels  of  the  United  States,  any 
vefTels  not 'built  within  the  United  States,  the  fcreign-built  veflels 
of  fuch  nation  ought  to  be  fubjected  to  a  like  refufal,  unjefs  built 
within  the  United  States. 

5.  Refolded,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  where  any 
nation  may  refufe  to  admit  the  produce  or  manufactures  pf  the 
United  States,  unlefs  in  veflels  belonging  to  the  United  States,  or 
to  admit  them  in  veflels  of  the  United  btates,  if  laft  imported  from 
any  place  not  within  the  United  States,  a  like  reftriction  ought 

A  A  4  after* 
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after  the  day  of  to  be  extended  to  the  produce  and 

manufactures  of  fuch  nation,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  a  duty 
of  •  per  ton  extraordinary  ought  to  be  impofed  on  veiTels  io 
importing  any  fuch  produce  or  manufacture. 

6.  -Refolded)  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  where  any 
nation  may  refufe  to  the  vefiels  of  tne  United  States  a  carriage  of 
the  produce  or  manufactures  thereof,  whilft  fucn  produce  or  ma 
nufactures  are  admitted  by  it  in  its  own  vefiels,  it  would  be  juft  to 
make  the  reftriction   reciprocal:  bur  inalinuch  as  fuch  a  meafure, 
if  fuddenly  adopted,  might  be  particularly   diftrefling  in    cafes 
which  merit  the  benevolent  attention   of  the  United  States,  it  is 
expedient,  for  the  prefent,  that  a  tonnage  extraordinary  only  of 

be  impofed  on  the  vefiels  fo  employed  :  and  that  all  diftil- 
led  fpirits  imported  therein  fhall  be  fubjected  to  an  additional 
duty  of  one  part  of  the  exifting  duty. 

7.  Rffolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  provifion 
ought  to  be  made  for  liquidating  and  afcertaining  the  lofles  fuf- 
tained  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  from  the  operation  of  par 
ticular  regulations  of  any  country  contravening  the  law  of  nations, 
and  that  fuch  lofles  be  reimburfed,  in  the  firft  initance,  out  of  the 
additional  duties  on  the  manufactures,  productions,  and  vefiels  of 
the  nation  eitablifhing  fuch  unlawful  regulations. 

Of  thefe  refolutions,  which  were  finally  negatived, 
J  fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  French  Minifter 
Fauftef,  in  his  famous  difpatch  (fee  vol.  i.  p.  279),  in 
formed  the  Directory,  that  Jeffer/bn  was  the  real 
author  of  them,  though  they  were  brought  forward 
by  Madifon. 

Events,  however,  foon  furnifhed  the  French -fac 
tion  with  a  ground  for  renewing  their  hofiility 
agaanft  Great  Britain,  and  wilh  a  greater^profpec'Vof 
fuccefs  than  ever.  The  reception  of  GENET  by  the 
people  of  America, .  his  being  permitted  to  fit  out 
privateers,  and  to  man  them  with  Americans  ;  every 
thing,  in  faort,  feemed  to  forebode,  a  junction  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  to  thofe  of  France ;  to 
favour  whom  the  proclamation  of  neutrality  ap 
peared,  for  along  time,  to  be  merely  a  cloak.  Thefe 
appearances,  though  they  really  mifreprefented  the 
views  of  the  Federal  Government,  were  itifficient  to 
jultify  a  rigorous  meafure  of  precaution,  on  the  part 
of  the  English  Government,  who,  at  the  clolc'of 
1793,  iilued  the  following  inftrudtions  : 

i  "  GEORGE 
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«  GEORGE  R. 

"  Additional  InftrudHons  to  the  Command 
ers  of  all  our  Ships  of  War  and  Privateers,  that 
(L.S.)have  or  may  have  Letters  of  Marque  againft 
France.  Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's, 
the  6th  day  of  November  1793,  in  the  thirty- 
fourth  year  of  our  reign. 

"  That  they  fhall  flop  and  detain  all  fhips  laden 
with  goods,  the  produce  of  any  colony  belonging  to 
France,  or  carrying  provifions  or  other  fupplies  for 
the  uie  of  fuch  colony,  and  fhall  bring  the  fame,  with 
their  cargoes,  to  legal  adjudication  in  our  Courts  of 
Admiralty. 

"  By  his  Majeity's  command, 

"  HENRY  DUNDAS." 

On  this  order,  the  New  Annual  Regifter  has  the 
following  remark : 

"  Why  this  order  was  ifTued,  or  why  it  was  revok* 
"  ed,  it  is  impojflibh  to  fay.  The  politics  of  Mr.  Pitt 
*'  are  entirely  of  a  novel  fpecies,  and  are  fo  contrary 
C(  to  thofe  of  all  preceding  ftatefmen,  as  to  baffle 
"  every  effort  of  the  hijlorian  to  explain  or  comprehend 
«  them? 

This  ignorant  or  malicious  "  hijlorian''  may  now 
correct  his  error,  or  his  mifreprefentation.  This 
order,  and  this  order  alone,  put  an  end  to  the  man 
ning  of  French  privateers  in  American  ports,  which, 
had  it  continued,  would  have  ruined  our  Weft  India 
commerce  and  our  Weft  India  iflands.  Mr.  HAM 
MOND,  our  Minifter  at  Philadelphia,  remonftrated 
in  vain  again  ft  this  breach  of  neutrality,  which  no 
thing  but  the  order  of  Council,  or  fomething  equally 
energetic,  could  ever  have  put  an  end  to.  Soon  after 
this  order  of  Council  was  ifTued,  the  United  States 
Government  began  to  acl,  in  earncft,  againft  thofe 
who  difobeyed  the  proclamation  of  neutrality. 

This  order  reached  Philadelphia  in  the  month  of 
March,  1794.  It  threw  the  Congrefs  into  confufion. 
Many  of  thofe,  who  had  voted  againft  the  refolu- 

tions 
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lions  of  Madifon,  were  now  ready  to  vote  for 
fares  much  more  violent.  Town  meetings  were 
called,  in  different  parts  of  the  country  ;  their  in 
flammatory  refolves  were  circulated  with  industry, 
and  read  with  great,  and  almofl  general  fat  is  fa  ct  ion. 

Before  any  decifive  ftep   was   taken  by  the  Con- 
grefs,  the  following  order,  which  was  rather  a  miti 
gation  of  that  of  the  6th  of  November,  was  received!, 
in  America. 
"  Infiruclions  to  the  Commanders  of  our  Ships  of 

"  War  and  Privateers,  that  have  or  may  have  Let- 

"  ters  of  Marque  againil  France.     Given  at  our 

"  Court  at  St.  James's  the  8th  of  January,  1794. 

*c  Whereas,  by  a  former  inflruclion  to  the  com- 
*'  manders  of  our  Ihips  of  war  and  privateers,  dated 
*f  the  6th  day  of  November,  1793,  wefignified  that 
"  they  fhould  Hop  and  detain  all  fliips  laden  with 
4f  goods,  the  produce  of  any  colony  belonging  to 
"  France,  or  carrying  proviftons  or  other  fupplies 
"  for  the  ufe  of  any  fuch  colony,  and  fhould  bring 
"  the  fame  with  their  cargoes  to  legal  adjudication  ; 
*'  we  are  pleafed  to  revoke  the  faid  in  ft  ructions,  and 
"  in  lieu  thereof,  have  thought  fit  to  iffue  thefe  our 
"  inftructions,  to  be  duly  obferved  by  the  command- 
41  ers  of  all  our  fhips  of  war  and  privateers  that  have 
"  or  may  have  letters  of  marque  againit  France. 

"  iH.  That  they  may  bring  in,  for  lawful  adjudi- 
"  cation,  all  veflels  with  their  cargoes,  that  are 
<c  laden  with  goods,  the  produce  of  the  French  Weft 
"  India  iflands,  and  coming  directly  from  any  port 
<c  of  the  laid  iflands  to  any  part  of  Europe. 

"  2d.  That  they  fhall  bring  in,  for  lawful  adjucli- 
(<  cation,  all  ihips,  with  their  cargoes,  that  are  laden 
"  with  goods,  the  produce  of  the  faid  iflands,  the 
"  property  of  which  goods  fhall  belong  to  fubjecTs 
"  of  France,  to  whatfocver  ports  they  may  be 
4f  bound. 

«  3d.  That  they  fhall  feize  all  iliips  that  ftiall 

44  be 
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v  be  found  attempting  to  enter  any  port  of  the  faid 
"  iflandg  that  is  or  fhall  be  blockaded  by  the  arms 
*c  of  his  Majefly  or  his  allies,  and  fhall  fend  them  in 
u  with  their  cargoes  for  adjudication,  according  to 
"  the  terms  of  the  fecond  article  of  the  former  in- 
*•'  ftructions,  bearing  date  8th  of  June,  1793. 

"  4th.  That  they  fhall  feize  all  vefTels  laden, 
<c  \yholly  or  in  part,  with  naval  or  military  {lores, 
?c  bound  to  any  port  of  the  faid  iilands,  and  fhall 
«  fend  them  into  fome  convenient  port  belonging  to 
"  his  Majefty,  in  order  that  they,  together  with 
?'  their  cargoes,  maybe  proceeded  againft according 
"  to  the  rules  of  the  law  of  nations. 

(Signed)  "  H.  DUNDAS," 

This  order  had  hardly  made  its  appearance  in  the 
American  papers,  when  the  following  (commonly 
called  Lord  Dorchefter's  talk)  came  out  through  the 
lame  channel. 

Reply  of  his  Excellency  Lord  DORCHESTER,  to  the 
Indians  of  the  feven  Villages  of  Lower  Canada, 
as  Deputies  from  all  the  Nations  who  were  at  the 
General  Council  held  at  the  Miami,  in  the  Year 
1793,  except  the  Chawauous,  Miamis,  and 
Loups. 

"  CHILDREN, 

"  1  have  well  conlidered  your  words,  and  arn 
"  now  prepared  to  reply. 

"  CHILDREN, 

"  You  have  informed  me  that  you  are  deputed 
<(  by  the  feven  villages  of  Lower  Canada,  and  by 
"  all  the  nations  of  the  Upper  Country  which  fent 
"  deputies  to  the  General  Council  held  at  the 
"  Miamis,  except  the  Chawauous,  Miamis,  and 
"  Loups. 

"  CHILDREN, 

"  You  remind  me  of  what  patted  at  the  Council 
"  Fire  held  at  Quebec  juft  before  my  lafl  departure 
"  for  England,  when  I  promifed  to  reprefent  their 
"  fituation  and  wifhes  to  the  King  their  father,  and 

"  expreffed 


364  DISPUTE  WITH 

"  expreifed  my  hope  that  all  the  grievances  they 
"  complained  of,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
"  would  foon  be  done  away,  by  a  juft  and  lafting 
"  peace. 

"  CHILDREN, 

"  I  remember  all  very  well ;  I  remember  that 
*c  they  pointed  out  to  me  the  line  of  feparatioh 
cc  which  they  wifhed  for  between  them  and  the 
*c  United  States,  and  with  which  they  would  be 
"  fatisfied  and  make  peace. 
"  CHILDREN, 

6:    I    was  in   expectation    of  hearing   from  the 
"  people  of  the  United  States  what  was  required  by 
"  them.     I  hoped  I  fhould  have  been  able  to  bring 
"  you  together,  and  make  you  friends. 
*'  CHILDREN, 

"  I  have  waited  long,  and  liftened  with  great 
"  attention  ;  but  I  have  not  heard  one  word  from 
"  them. 

"  CHILDREN, 

"  I  flattered  myfelf  with  the  hope  that  the  line, 
"  propofed  in  the  year  1783,  to  feparate  us  from  the 
*c  United  States,  which  was  immediately  broken  by 
<c  themfelves,  as  foon  as  the  peace  was  ligned, 
"  would  have  been  minded,  or  a  new  one  drawn  in 
ic  an  amicable  manner.  Here  alfo  I  have  been  dif- 
"  appointed. 

"  CHILDREN, 

"  Since  my  return,  I  find  no  appearance  of  a 
"  line  remains  ;  and  from  the  manner  which  the 
"  people  of  the  States  pufh  on,  and  acl  and  talk  on 
"  this  iide,  and  from  what  1  learn  of  their  conduct 
*•'  towards  the  fea,  1  Jhall  not  be  fur fr [fed  if  we  are  at- 
"  icar  with  them  in  the  courfc  of  the  pr&fent year  ;  ami 
"  if  we  are,  a  line  rmijl  then  be  drawn  by  the  wat  riots. 
*'  CHILDREN,- 

"  You  aik  for  a  paffport  to  go  to  New- York  :  a 
"  pailport  is  ufelels  in  peace.  It  appears,  therefore, 

"  that 
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*f  that  you  expect  we  fhall  be  at  war  with  the  States 
"  before  your  return ;  you  fhall  have  a  pafTport, 
"  that,  whether  peace  or  war,  you  fhall  be  received 
"  by  the  King's  warriors. 

<{  CHILDREN, 

<c  They  have  deftroyed  their  right  of  pre-emp- 
'*  tion  ;  therefore  all  their  approaches  towards  us 
t(  fince  that  time,  and  all  the  purchafes  made  by 
<J  them,  /  conjider  as  an  infringement  on  the  King's 
"  rights  ;  and  when  a  line  is  drawn  between  us,  be 
"  it  peace  or  war,  they  mud  lofe  all  their  improve- 
<c  ments  and  houfes  on  our  iide  of  it ;  the  people 
*•  mull  be  gone,  who  do  not  obtain  leave  to  become 
"  the  King's  fab/efts :  what  belongs  to  the  Indians 
"  will  of  courfe  be  confirmed  andfecured  to  them. 

"  CHILDRRN, 

"  What  further  can  I  fay  to  you  ?  You  are  our 
"  witneffes,  that  on  our  part  we  have  acled  in  the 
"  moft  peaceable  manner,  and  lore  the  language  of 
"  the  United  States  with  patience  \  and  I  believe  our 
"  patience  is  almoft  exhautted. 

6{  Given  under  my  hand  at  the  Caftle  of  St. 
"  Lewis,  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  on  the  ictli 
<(  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

"  '794- 

(Signed)  cc  DORCHESTER. 

((  By  his  Excellency's  command, 

(Signed)  "  HEMAN  WITSIUS  RYLAND^ 

"  Secretary/' 

The  blaze,  raifed  by  this  affemblage  of  com- 
builible  matter,  is  not  to  be  dcfcribed  by  my  pen. — •[ 
will  infcrt  a  few  articles  from  the  newfpapers,  which 
will  give  a  better  idea  of  the  fentiments  of  the  mafs 
of  the  people,  than  any  thing  I  can  fay  on  the 
fubje<9. 

Extraft  I. — c<  Fellow-citizens,  the  time  was  when 
<c  fuch  outrages  as  you  have  recently  experienced 
"  from.  Great  .Britain,  would  have  kindled  a  flame  in 

<c  vour 
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"  your  bread  ;  when  the  infidious  language  of  ne- 
*c  gotiation  would  have  met  your  fcorn  and  indig-* 
"  nation  ;  and  when  you  would  have  queftioned 
*'  the  difintereftednefs  of  thofe  who  would  have 
"  fpoken  of  forbearance  under  the  preilure  of  fuch 
*c  mighty  wrongs.  Ye  patriots  of  76  1  ye  heroes 
*'  of  the  late  revolution  \  whither  are  ye  gone  \ 
*'  Shall  a  paper  fyfiem  hold  you  in  bondage  ?  Has 
"  it  extinguished  the  generous  flame  which  led  you 
*'  to  glory  ?  Has  it  given  you  poverty  and  wretch- 
**  ednefs,  that  you  flumber  over  your  wrongs  ? 
"  Your  country  calls  :  the  temple  which  you  have 
'*  creeled  is  in  danger  of  being  profaned  by  facri- 
"  legions  Britons  ;  aroufe,  then,  and  fupport  the 
"  honour  of  your  name,  and  the  chaftity  of  liberty's 
"  goddefs,  which  fpeculation  and  tyranny  have 
*c  brought  into  danger, 

"  Ihis  is  the  moment,  fellow-citizens,  to  acl 
*c  \vith  erTecl.  Your  enemy  is  embarraffed  ;  the 
"  republican  heroes  of  France  have  ftruck  them 
<c  with  difmay,  and  tyranny  fiands  aghail.  Toulori 
46  and  Alface  have  been  your  guardians  ;  and,  under 
*c  the  impreilion  which  the  defeats  of  the  combined 
"  tyrants  have  given,  demand  a  furrender  of  your 
"  pofls,  and  an  indemnification  for  your  loffes. — • 
<c  Never  permit  Great  Britain  to.  recover  from  her 
"  immediate  embarrafTments,  before  you  iniift  upon 
6*  your  rights.  Treachery  and  difhonour  mark  her 
"  councils  and  her  a6tions  ;  and  if  you  let  the  pre- 
((  lent  opportunity  efcape,  the  golden  moments  may 
"  be  for  ever  lofl.  Depend  not  upon  her  promiies, 
for  Ihe  promifes  but  to  betray  :  but  while  you, 
have  the  means  in  your  hands,  exert  them  ;  and 
you  will  be  fuccefsful. 

"  Remember  the  late  revolution,  and  you  will 
have  no  dread  of  her  ;  let  thofe  glorious  achieve 
ments  animate  you  again  to  tread  the  path  of 
honour  in  the  combat  againfl  tyranny.  The 

"  manes 


at 


CHEAT  BRITAIN.  367 

f*  manes  of  the  departed  heroes  of  your  country  call 
"  upon  you,  the  viclims  of  Britifh  cruelty  and  def- 
"  potifm  ;  let  it  not  be  faid  that  they  iuffered  in 
se  vain.  Never  let  it  ftain  the  annals  of  the  world, 
<f  that  America  fought  once  in  defence  of  liberty, 
"  but  that  fhe  afterwards  meanly  bartered  away 
"  her  bi  rthright  for  a  mels  of  pottage." 

Extraft  II. — "  The  French  have  no  other  alterna- 
"  tive,  but  to  deftroy  or  be  deflroyed.  The  gold  of 
"  the  Emperor,  Pruffia,  Spain,  Italy,  Sardinia,  Hol- 
"  land,  and,  more  than  all,  that  of  Great  Britain, 
"  has  corrupted  all  flefh  that  was  fufceptible  of 
"  corruption,  which  obliges  the  incorruptible  to 
"  adopt  amputation,  as  the  only  means  of  felf-pre- 
"  fervation.  We  fhould  have  done  the  very  fame, 
"  had  we  been  as  hard  pufhed  as  they.  Nay,  we 
"  do  it  daily,  whenever  a  limb  is  mortified,  if  the 
"  reft  can  be  preferved  by  the  operation.  I  fee  no- 
"  thing  extraordinary  or  unnatural  in  it,  but  the 
<(  tranfcendent  combination  of  fuperlative  villany 
"  that  caufes  it.  Are  not  houfes  blown  up  to  flop  a 
"  conflagration  ?  Do  not  pcrfons  in  a  ftarving  con- 
"  dition  caft  lots  who  fhall  die  to  fave  the  reft  ?  The 
ce  very  conduc't  of  the  defpots  themfelves  is  on  the 
"  fame  principle ;  for  if  they  cannot  deftroy  repub- 
"  licanifm,  they  well  know  that  it  will  defiroy  them, 
"  or,  what  is  equivalent,  their  defpotifm.  However, 
"  I  expecl  the  guillotine  will  make  the  French  a 
"  pretty,  found,  healthy  body,  in  a  little  time.  I 
<s  fhall  not  lament  to  hear  George  Rex  and  his 
"  miniftry  meeting  wit'h  the  fame  fate.  The  world 
cc  will  never  be  at  peace,  depend  upon  it,  whilft 
"  there  exifts  a  King  who  can  make  war  whenever 
"  hepleafes." 

Extraaill.—"  The  Tories  of  Philadelphia  would 
(c  confult  their  own  intereft  extremely,  by  fome 
"  greater  attention  to  the  rules  of  common  decency. 
"  If  they  do  not,  they  may  very  foon  expe6t  a  general 

"  faeeping  ; 
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"  /weeding  ;  a  meafure  that  has  been  more  than 
"  once  propofed  already.  The  infolence  of  this 
"  defpicable  fadtion  can  be  exceeded  by  nothing  but 
"  their  treachery.  It  is  certain  that  the  infamous 
"  inftruclions  of  the  6th  of  November  were  known 
"  in  this  city  to  Briti/h  agents  three  weeks  before 
"  they  were  known  to  any  body  elfe" 

ExtraftlV. —  "  It  is  reported  that  the  Britifh 
"  Minifter  here  has  received  notice  from  our  Go- 
*c  vernment  that  General  Wayne  fhould  have  orders 
<c  to  oppofe  any  armed  force,  of  whatever  nation, 
cf  which  he  might  fall  in  with  in  his  expedition. 
"  Thefe  orders,  it  is  faid,  are  to  be  given  in  confi- 
<c  dence  of  the  truth  of  the  account  that  Governor 
"  Simcoe  has  marched  three  companies  into  our 
"  territory.  This  warning  is  a  piece  of  courtefy 
"  which  might  well  be  omitted,  at  leaft  towards  a 
"  nation  whofe  orders  to  plunder  us  were  ftudioufly 
*•'  kept  a  fecret." 

The  laft  extra cl  I  fhall  give  is  a  parody  on  the 
King's  fpeech  of  the  21  ft' of  January,  1794.  This 
moft  infamous  libel  appeared  in  a  paper  publifhed 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  by  one  BACHE,  on  the 
i8th  of  April,  1/94;  and,  though  it  came  out 
under  the  riofe  of  Congrefs,  and  of  the  Englifh 
Minifter,  no  notice  was  ever  taken  of  it,  no  appeal  to 
the  law,  no  complaint ;  no,  nor  even  any  animad- 
veriion  in  the  newfpapers  !  Great  Britain  had  many 
fervants  in  America,  but  fhe  feerned  not  to  have  a 
iingle/r/Vtfr/.  The  fate,  however,  of  thofe  who  af 
terwards  became  her  voluntary  defenders,  lliows  the 
prudence  of  thofe  who  flood  aloof  from  her. 
"  MY  LORDS  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

"  The  circum fiances  under  which  you  are  af~ 
"  fcmbled  require  your  moft  ferious  deliberation. 

"  We  are  engaged  in  a  wanton  attack  on  the 
"  laws,  the  government,  and  the  exiftence  of  a 

"  Republic 
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r<  Republic  that  contains  twenty-feven  millions  of 
64  people. 

''-  Every  boned  man  muft  have  obferved  with 
ec  fatisfaction  that  this  diabolical  combination  of 
"  crowned  heads  has  already  cod  England  her  mer- 
"  cantile  intereft,  at  lead  ten  thoufand  Jives,  ten 
<c  millions  Iterling  of  public  money,  and  her  mer- 
<c  cantile  intereft  thirty  millions  iterling  of  bank- 
"  ruptcies.  The  poor  rates  have  increafed  by  one 
"  third  beyond  their  former  enormous  extent,  while 
"  the  revenues  of  excife  and  cuftoms  have  funk  in  a 
Cf  correspondent  proportion.  You  have  been  in- 
"  formed  by  my  loving  fubjecls  in  Scotland,  that 
"  within  fix  months  after  the  war  againft  France 
ct  began,  an  hundred  and  iixty  thoufand  manu- 
"  facturers,  in  that  part  of  my  dominions,  including 
*'  men,  women,  and  children,  were  cad  out  of  em- 
"  ployment,  and  reduced  to  infolvency,  to  beggary, 
"  and  to  famine.  In  the  fhort  period  of  iix  weeks, 
"  twelve  thoufand  journeymen  weavers  and  other 
"  fubjecls  of  the  fame  rank  had  the  honour  of  en- 
"  lifting  in  my  fervice  for  five-pence  a  day  in  the 
<e  ftreets  of  Glafgow.  They  have  iince  enjoyed  the 
"  additional  ditlinclion  of  leaving  their  wives  and 
"  children  to  expire  of  hunger,  while  fome  thou- 
"  fands  of  their  own  carcafles  at  this  moment  ferti- 
(f  lize  the  vicinity  of  Valenciennes,  of  Toulon,  and 
"  of  Dunkirk.  A  pleafing  though  lefs  compre- 
fc  hcnfive  alacrity  for  the  fervice  was  exhibited  at 
*c  Mancheftcr,  where  twelve  hundred  volunteers 
fc  thronged  around  my  recruiting  officers  in  the 
"  courfe  of  a  fingle  week.  Numbers  in  this  town, 
<f  as  well  as  in  other  places,  have  died  of  want.  My 
"  Secretary,  Mr.  Dundas,  has  demonltrated  that 
"  '  the  late  bankruptcies  are  only  fo  many  teftimo- 
*c  nies  of  the  flourijhing  ftate  of  the  nation  :'  and  it 
*•'  mult  be  admitted,  that,  with  regard  to  this  mark 
VOL.  i.  B  B  '  "  of 
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"  of  profperify,  my  fubjccls  at  prefent  eclipfe  all 
sc  other  people. 

"  My  ally  Holland  has  for  this  time  been  faved, 
"  by  a  miracle,  from  political  renovation ;  but  the 
"  Stadtholder  is  univerfally  defpifed,  and,  as  far  as 
"  fuch  a  perfon  is  capable  of  exciting  refentinent, 
"  he  is  almofl  univerfally  hated.  Two  thirds  of  the 
"  Dutch  nation  figh  for  a  revolution :  they  are 
ec  folicitous  for  an  end,  but  dread  the  means  that 
ee  mufl  be  employed  to  accomflijh  it.  Had  any  cir- 
"  cumftance  been  wanting  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of 
"  the  treachery  of  the  Honfe  of  Orange,  the  pre- 
"  lent  war,  fo  wantonly  begun,  and  fo  wretchedly. 
"  condudted,  affords  a  durable  monument  of  the 
c(  completenefs  of  their  guilt.  The  time  cannot  be 
"  diftant  when  the  Prince  and  his  Pruffian  confort 
"  fhall  atone  upon  the  fcafibld  for  the  wrongs  of  his 
"  opprefled  country. 

"  As  to  my  good  ally  the  King  of  Sardinia,  there 
66  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  will,  for  any  imaginable 
"  fpace  of  time,  accept  with  cheerful  nefs  his  prefent 
<c  Britifh  falary  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
"  fer  annum,  or  any  larger  or  fmaller  fum  i\\-diyour 
e'~  wifdom  fhall  think  fit  for  the  welfare  of  my  king- 
€(  doms  to  give  him. 

"  As  to  his  Apoftolic  Majefty,  the  Emperor,  I 
"  can  have  no  doubt  with  regard  to  the  fincerity  of 
"  his  wifhes  for  univerfal  and  abfolute  domination. 
"  He  is  at  prefent  borrowing  bullion,  where  he  can 
"  get  it,  at  an  intereft  of  eight  and  an  half  per 
"cent.  The  war  has  already  coil  him  two  hun- 
cc  dred  thoufand  men ;  and  the  treafury  of  Vienna 
"  was  exbaufted  before  if  began.  His  conqueft,  it 
"  fuch  it  may  be  called,  of  Conde  and  Valen- 
"  ciennes,  is  an  acl:  of  the  mofl  difmterejled  heroifm, 
"  fince  it  is  well  known,  that  he  cannot  on  his  own 
"  account  pojpbly  keep  pojfejflon  of  thofe  towns.  The 
"  inhabitants  of  Auftrian  Flanders^  who  are  four 
4  **  millions 
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"  millions  of  people,  form  a  body  too  ftubborn,  too 
"  well  informed,  and  too  vaft,  to  be  crufhed  by  any 
"  efforts  which  Francis  can  make.  If  they  were 
"  cliigufted  in  the  French  with  the  wanton nefs  of 
66  military  or  democratical  infolence,  even  this 
4f  cannot  prejudice  them  in  flavour  of  Auftrian 
'"  defpotifm.  Their  fubmiffion  to  the  German  ty- 
cc  rant  for  the  prefent  moment  ferves  only  to  fhow 
"  that  they  are  afraid  of  France.  Were  it  pradU- 
"  cable  to  reduce  the  whole  frontier  towns  of  the 
"  Republic,  this  would  afford  an  additional  motive 
Cl  to  the  Flemings  for  aflerting  their  independence. 
"  In  any  cafe  they  mult  and  will  affcrt  it;  and  the 
"  impertinent  and  frivolous  interpolation  of  the 
"  Court  of  Vienna,  vainly  gi  "offing  at  the  J/iadoiu  of 
'"  departed  importance,  can  only  tend  to  ha  lien  that 
6t  disjLU)6Hon.  They  already  conteft  with  Francis 
"  about  the  nomination  to  public  offices,  while  he 
"  abfurdly  propofes  to  fupport  a  war  by  voluntary 
'"  contributions  from  a  nation  that  hardly  conde- 
"  fcend  even  to  diffe  ruble  their  abhorrence  for  his 
"  authority.  The  capture  of  Conde,  therefore,  and 
"  of  other  towns  in  the  fame  quarter,  as  it  ferves  to 
<;  exhauft  the  refources  of  my  fellow-confpirators, 
<c  at  the  fame  time  promotes  the  caufe  of  the  great 
"  republic  of  mankind. 

"  The  defeat  of  Wurmfcr  and  Brunfwick  upon 
<w  the  Rhine,  is  a  flep  in  the  progrefs  of  that  ap- 
<{  proaching  revolution  which  will,  ere  long,  re  ft  ore, 
(i  or  rather  create,  the  liberties  of  the  German  eni- 
"  pire. 

"  From  Toulon  we  have  been  driven  with  dif- 
*e  grace,  and  with  fuch  abruptnefs,  that  we  durft 
"  not  even  halt  long  enough  to  burn  the  very  fhips 
"  that  we  had  irolen.  A  multitude  of  mifcreantSj 
<c  who  had  deferted  the  caufe  of  their  country, 
*£  have  fuffcred  the  juit  recompenfe  of  their  crime's. 
*'  They  betrayed  France  to  us ;  and  we,  to  preferve 
£  B  2  u  an 


DISPUTE  WITH 

."  an  uniformity  of  character,  betrayed  them  to  her-, 
^  We  have  driven  the  Republic  from  her  pofleffions 
"  at  Newfoundland  ;  or,  -in  other  words,  we  have 
cc  ruined  two  or  three  dozen  of  induftrious  and 
"  peaceable  fifhermen.  We  have  thus  '  maintained 
"  THE  LUSTRE  of  the  Briti/h  name?  It  is  not  even 
fc  irnpoiTible  that  we  may  reduce  Martinique,  at  an 
"  efcpenfe  of  ten  times  more  than  its  value  ;  and 
"  there  is  even  a  chance  that  we  may  retain  it  till  a 
cc  treaty  of  peace,  if  we  fhall  be  able  to  get  one. 

"  Though  we  entered  into  the  prefent  confpiracy 
"  in  contradiction  to  every  law  human  and  divine, 
c<  we,  like  many  other  pious  people,  in  a  limilar 
"  cafe,  have  engrafted  it  on  the  canfe  of  religion. 

"  As  we  are  unanimous  in  a  hearty  deteftation 
s:  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  formerly 
66  my  rebellious  provinces,  it  is  with  fatisfaction  that 
"  I  remind  you  of  a  malignant  fever  which,  fome 
"  months  ago,  fvvept  away  rive  thoufand  inhabitants 
"  of  Philadelphia.  Had  this  diforder  extended  and 
f(  protraded  its  ravages  to  a  defirable  length  of 
"  time,  there  is  every  reafon  to  hope,  under  the 
"  bleffing  of  Divine  Providence,  that  thefe  deluded 
"  people  might  have  feen  their  error,  and  folicited 
"  rqadmiflion  into  the  bolbm  of  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
"  tion. 

"  To  accelerate  this  propitious  event,  I  have, 
<c  during  many  years,  excited  my  allies  the  favages, 
"  on  the  frontiers  of  Canada,  to  mafTacre  as  many 
"  American  white  women  and  children  as  they  pof- 
"  fibly  can. 

(f  I  have  turned  the  Algerines  loofe  on  Ameri- 
<c  can  commerce;  and  I  have  thus  incurred  the 
"  meannefs  and  guilt  of  piracy,  without  feeling 
*c  the  inducement  of  plunder,  or  riling  to  the  repu- 
"  tation  of  courage.  I  have  feized  three  hundred 
*c  of  their  vefTels  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  I  learn, 
tfc  with  much  fatisfaclion,  that  a  majority  of  Con- 
"  grefs  confider  me  as  the  left  of  princes. 

"But 
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cc  But  even  if  they  dared  to  refent  my  legal  ad- 
"  judication  of  their  property,  and  act  like  men, 
*'  (till  lefs  the  lofs  of  our  American  trade  cannot 
"  ruin  more  than  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand 
ct  of  my  people.  I  am  farther  happy  to  learn. 
tf  that  the  aufpicious  fyftem  of  excife  is  about  to 
<;  be  commenced  in  thefe  United  States,  by  a  tax 
"  on  the  manufacture  of  tobacco.  From  the 
<c  effects  in  England  of  this  mojl  arbitrary  and  im- 
61  practicable  of  all  refources,  we  may  fafely  predict  a 
"  corfefpondent  fcene  of  ruin  in  America. 

"  Of  the  trills  by  jury,  of  my  (editions  fubjects, 
*'  I  have  ordered  an  epitome,  in  thirty-nine  folio 
"  volumes,  to  be  laid  before  both  Houfes. 

"  You  muft  be  feniible  as  I  am,  that,  in  our  pre- 
"  fent  ftate,  it  feems  equally  impoflible  to  advance 
"  or  retreat  without  difgrace  and  destruction.  The 
"  French,  before  two  years  elapfe,  will  have  a 
"  navy  fuperior  to  that  of  Britain.  The  landing 
<c  of  a  republican  army  in  any  part  of  my  king- 
^  doms  muft  be  fucceeded  by  a  national  bank- 
"  ruptcy,  a  convention,  a  revolution,  and  a  re- 
<;  public.  We  muft  have  offended  the  Government 
"  of  France  too  mortally  to  have  the  leaft  hope  of 
u  pardon. 

46  Let  us,  therefore,  in  the  ftyle  of  Tyburn,  en- 
<c  deavour  to  die  as  hard  as  we  can  : — the  more  mif- 
«  chief  the  better." 

["  Thofe  editors  of  newfpapers  in  the  United 
"  States,  who  have  printed  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Guclph, 
"  are  requefted,  if  convenient,  to  publifh  the  above 
«  iketch."] 

The  flame  was  occafionally  fed  by  extrafts  from 
Condon  papers,  particularly  from  that  moft  infamous 
paper  the  Morning  Chronicle,  with  the  editor  of  which 
the  mifcreant  BAG  HE  was  in  clofe  correfpondence. 
Articles  from  the  pens  of  Americans  were  firft  pub- 
iifhed  in  the  Chronicle,  then  republiihed  in  Ame- 
B  B  3  rica  5 
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rica  ;  and,  not  unfrequently,  thefe  articles  were  fent 
from  America  for  publication.  BACHE  was  noto- 
rioufly  in  the  pay  of  France ;  and  thus  we  ice  the 
fource  as  well  as  the  channel  of  thefe  libels.  I  here 
infert  an  article  from  the  Morning  Chronicle,  of  the 
yth  January,  1794,  which  was  copied  into  HAGUE'S 
paper  of  the  gth  of  April  of  the  fame  year  : 

On  the  Probability  of  a  War  with  the  United  States., 

"  SIR, 

<c  Whatever  efFecl  the  prefent  violation  of  the 
"  freedom  of  the  American  commerce  may  have 
"  on  the  temper  of  Congrefs,  it  is  certain,  that 
"  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  been  dif- 
"  pofed  to  live  in  peace  with  all  the  world  ;  that 
"  they  were  fo  difpofcd  towards  England  four 
"  months  ago,  is  unqoeilionably  proved  by  their 
"  Declaration  of  Neutrality,  univerfally  approved  of, 
"  and  made  by  their  Prelident  George  Wafhington, 
"  without  any  diplomatic  application,  immediately 
"  on  hearing  that  England  had  taken  a  dccilive 
cc  part  in  the  confederacy  of  the  Kings  of  Europe, 
"  in  which  it  now  feems  that  the  Emperor  of  Mo- 
"  rocco  as  heartily  concurs  againft  the  people  of 
<c  France ;  but  whether  their  difpofition  to  peace 
cc  will  fecure  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  it,  may  be 
"  doubtful  to  thofe  who  reflecl:  on  the  crooked 
"  policy  of  courts  ;  for  though  their  declaration 
"  may  have  given  much  fatisfaclion  to  the  mercan- 
"  tile  part  of  the  kingdom,  who  are  interefted  more 
"  than  ever  on  account  of  their  commercial  diftrefles 
fc  at  home  and  embarraiTments  abroad,  in  the  unin- 
"  terrupted  continuance  of  their  beneficial  trade  to 
"  x^merica,  it  is  poffible  that  the  Minifler,  vvho 
<c  apparently  pays  lefs  attention  to  commerce,  and 
"  even  to  revenue,  than  to  the  mafTacre  of  every 
"  Frenchman,  will  purfue  fuch  projecls,  ijf  he  has 

"  not 
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*e  not  already  done  it,  as  to  make  it  neceflary  for 
Sf  them,  in  order  to  fupport  their  independency,  as 
6i  well  as  their  commerce,  to  take  an  adive  part  in 
"  the  dreadful  fcene  now  exhibiting  in  Europe. 

"  This  difpofition  in  the  citizens  of  the  United 
"  States  refults  from  a  conviction  that  nothing  is 
tf  wanting  t6  their  happinefs  but  to  continue  in 
<c  peace,  under  their  excellent  laws  and  govern- 
"  mcnt ;  laws  founded  on  the  equality  of  rights, 
"  and  governments  adminiflered  by  the  economy 
"  of  republicanifm.  As  friends  of  humanity,  fo 
(i  far  from  rejoicing  in  the  horrors  of  war,  in  any 
"  part  of  the  world,  they  deprecate  them  wherever 
"  they  may  appear,  however  the  folly  and  wicked- 
ef  nefs  of  thofe  who  enter  into  them  may  ferve  their 
t(  commercial  interefts  for  a  time.  Having  felt  its 
"  fury  in  almoft  it*  unlimited  ftate,  they  have  ex- 
"  perienced  enough  of  its  cruelties  to  know,  that  it 
"  fhouldnot  be  wantonly  and  unnecefTarily  entered 
•"  into  ;  and,  as  citizens,  who  have  an  intereft  in 
f(  the  freedom  and  virtue  of  their  governments, 
ff  they  are  as  anxious  to  avoid  the  crimes  and  mi- 
"  feries  of  war,  as  the  fubjecls  of  monarchies,  who, 
"  in  this  age,  being  taught  to  glory  in  the  crimes, 
"  and  made  to  fubiift  on  the  miferies  of  war,  are 
f<  eager  to  rufh  into  them. 

<f  Had  the  United  States  been  otherwife  difpofed, 
t(  they  would,  long  lince,  have  demanded,  in  a 
"  peremptory  manner,  as  England  would  have 
"  done  in  a  like  cafe,  the  furrender  of  the  back 
"  countries,  and  the  pofts  conflrucled  thereon, 
**  agreeably  to  the  treaty  made  between  the  two 
"  nations :  they  would  have  infifted  on  the  Immediate 
<l  Jiipulated  payment  for  the  negroes  and  other  properly 
"  taken  away  from  their  plantations  by  the  Britijh  com- 
fi  manders;  they  would  have  diplomatically  remonjirated 
"  againft  the  meafures  which,  they  are  convinced,  have 
*'  been  made  ufeojtoftir  up  the  Jav ages  againft  them 
B  E  4  "  by 
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"  by  Bowles  and  others,  calling  themf elves  Agents  of 
"  England  ;  thefelfifhfyjlem  which  Great  Britain  has 
(<  adopted  in  her  Weft  Indian  commerce  would  have 
"  been  amply  retaliated;  the  feizure  of  the  French 
(C  \flands,  winch,  the  United  States  have  guarantied 
<6  to  France ',  would  have  been  refented  ;  and  the  delay 
"  of  the  courts  of  law,  amounting,  they  think,  to  a 
f<  denial  of juftict,  in  determining  their  legal  claims  on 
ff  Britijh  Jubjefis,  would  have  been  nationally  com- 
"  f  Limed  of  ,  and  nationally  cor  retted  by  means  fully  in 
u  their  power. 

"  The  United  States,  not  having  yet  folemnly  cle- 
Cf  manded  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances,  which  no  one 
((  can  deny  would  have  rouied  the  fpirit  ofEnglifh- 
"  men  with  far  more  reafon  than  did  the  affairs  of 
*c  Nootka  Sound  orOczakow,  proves  their  diipoiition 
"  to  live  on  an  amicable  footing  with  this  country. 

"  How  long,  however,  the  citizens  of  America  may  be 
"  able  to  aft  with  this  forbearance,  cannot  now  be  deter- 
<l  mined-,  the  Miniiier  of  England feems  to  be  trying 
"  their  patience  to  the  utmoll,  as  fhall  be  fhown, 
46  with  your  leave,  Sir,  in  another  addrefs." 

This  falfe  and  impudent  iiatement,  having  been 
made  ufeof  to  gull  the  iilly  people  of  England,  was,- 
as  we  have  feen,  next  played  off  upon  thofe  of  Ame 
rica  ;  and  thus  thefe  hireling  printers  bandied  back 
wards  and  forward  the  means  of  deception,  and  of 
ferving  their  mafters. 

The  Congrefs  itfelf  appeared  to  be  the  dupe  of 
thefe  wretched  under  ft  rappers  ot  France  ;  for  it  very 
foon  alTumcd  the  language,  and  entered  into  all  the 
views,  even  in  detail,  of  the  Morning  Chronicle. 
But  the  people,  that  is  to  fay,  the  noify  part  of  them, 
carried  their  violence  to  even  a  ridiculous  extreme. 
They  bawled,  they  remonftrated,  they  curfed,  they 
were  dancing  mad. 

The  Congrefs,  who  were  now  obliged  to  dofome- 
thing,  refolved  to  lay  an  embargo.  On  the  27th  of 

March 
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March  they  pafied  a  law  for  prohibiting  all  trade 
from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  port  or  place 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  thirty  days  ;  and  authorizing 
the  Frefident  of  the  United  States  to  give  the  ne- 
ceflary  directions  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  to 
carry  this  refolution  into  efFecl. 

The  duration  of  the  embargo  was  afterwards  length 
ened  ;  and  when  the  Houfes  broke  up  in  June,  they 
empowered  the  President  Jo  continue  the  embargo^ 
from  time  to  .time,  as  long  as  he  ihould  judge  it  ex 
pedient. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  faclion  were  bufy  in, 
obtaining  remonitrances  againft  the  forbearance  of  the 
Government,  with  refpeffi  to  Great  Britain.  The  town 
meetings  were  in  continual  feflion.  The  whole  coun 
try  rang  with  execrations  againft  England,  whofe 
friends  dared  not  openly  efpoufe  her  caufe.  There 
was  no  more  liberty  of  the  prefs  in  Philadelphia,  than 
there  was  in  Paris,  unlefs  it  were  employed  in  abu- 
iing  England,  her  King  and  her  Government^. 

Thus  backed,  the  French  faclion  might  eaiily  have 
carried  the  rejolutions  propojed  by  Madi/un  ;  but  thefe 
would  not  now  fatisfy  them.  Mere  commercial  difcri- 
minaiions  againir.  England  were  nothing,  when  they 
thought  they  fhould  be  able  to  procure  a  declaration 
of  war  againfl  her  in  a  few  weeks.  They  were  too 
ianguine.  Their  eagernefs  defeated  their  project. 

Thefirft  hoflile  meafure  was  propofed  on  the  27th 
of  March,  by  DAYTON,  in  the  Houfe  ofReprefent* 
atives,  who  brought  forward  a  resolution  for 


*  In  reviving  the  circtimftances  of  the  rebel  war,  truth  now  and 
then  made  its  appearance.  In  one  inflance  it  came  out  in  the  form 
of  an  epigram,  thus  : 

'*  When  mighty  CAESAR  triumphs  o'er  his  foes, 
"  Three  words  concife  his  gallant  a6ts  difclofe; 
'*  But  HOWE,  more  brief,  comprifes  his  in  one, 
*'  And  vidi,  tells  us  all  that  he  has  done." 

trating 
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trat'wg  all  Britl/h  properly  *.     This  debate  I  fhall  in* 

fert  at  fome  length. 

"  in  Committee  of  the  whole  on  the  following  Re- 

folutions,  propofed  by  Mr.  DAYTON  ; 
"  RESOLVED, 

"  That  fjrovifion  ought  to  he  made  by  law  for  the 
fequeftration  of  all  the  debts  due  from  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  to  the  fubjedls  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  ;  i 

"   RESOLVED,  ; 

"  That  proviiion  ought  in  like  manner  to  be 
made  for  fecuring  the  payment  of  all  fuch  debts  into 
the  treafury  of  the  United  States,  there  to  be  held  as 
a  pledge  for  the  indemnification  of  fuch  ot  the  citi 
zens  of  the  faid  States  as  fhall  have  fuffcred  from  the 
fhips  of  war,  privateers,  or  from  any  perfon  or  de- 
icription  of  perfons  acting  under  the  commifiion  or 
authority  of  the  Britifh  King,  in  contravention  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
neutrality. 

"  Mr.  DAYTON  firft  rofe  in  fupport  of  his  propofi- 
tions.  When  he  brought  them  forward,  he  did  not 
accompany  them  with  many  obfcrvations,  becaufehe 
was  then  labouring  under  indifpofition.  The  fame 
caufe  would  render  him  very  concife  now. 

*  Fabricated  news  was  always  a  potent  engine  with  the  French 
facYion,  who,  when  they  wifhed  to  carry  any  point  of  importance, 
never  failed  to  contrive  that  fuch  news  fhould  come  as  would  make 
the  people  believe  that  Great  Britain  was  upon  the  brink  of  de- 
flruction.  Accordingly,  juft  at  the  time  that  Dayton  brought  for 
ward  his  fwi (idling  jefolution,  the  following  article  appeared  in  the 
Jievvlpapers : 

44  A  veflelis  arrived  at  Norfolk  from  Falrnouth,  bringing  an  ac- 
<t  count  of  a  naval  engagement  between  the  French  and  Englifli, 
*'  in  which  the  former  were  victorious,  with  the.  total  lofs  of  two 
*4  veffcls,  after  finking  eight  of  the  enemy's" 

To  fpeak  within  compafs,  ten  thoufand  lies,  full  as  glaring  as. 
this,  were  circulated  through  the  American  papers  in  the  courfe  of 
the  three  firft  years  of  the  war. 

"  The 
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*  The  injuries  and  infults  we  have  fuffered  from 
Great  Britain,  he  conceived,  need  not  be  dwelt  upon ; 
they  are  well  known  ;  and  it  is  univerfally  acknow 
ledged,  that  we  ought  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as 
would  fcreen  us  from  a  repetition  of  them,  and  fecurc 
to  us  reparation.  The  refolutions  he  had  brought 
forward  he  intended  as  part  of  that  fyftem  of  defence 
and  prefervation,  other  portions  of  which  had  al 
ready  received  the  fanclion  of  the  Houfe.  Thefe  re 
folutions,  he  conceived,  would  not  be  the  leaft  ef 
ficient  part  of  that  fyitern. 

"  He  believed  that  when  the  conducl:  of  Great 
Britain  is  reviewed,  it  would  be  found  that  it  is  treat 
ing  their  fubjecls  with  great  lenity  to  fpeak  of  fequef- 
tration  only;  we  fhould  be  warranted  in  confi  feat  ing; 
for  they  have  fubje&ed  our  property  to  condemna 
tion,  without  an  appearance  of  an  intention  to  in 
demnify. 

"  As  to  restitution  of  the  property  of  which  we 
have  been  plundered  on  the  high  feas,  it  is  impoffible. 
It  is  condemned,  fold,  and  fcattered,  and  no  hope 
can  be  entertained  that  they  intend  to  indemnify  our 
fuffering  citizens.  If  it  had  been  their  intention  to 
indemnify,  their  court,  in  explanation  of  the  inflruc- 
ti'ons  of  the  6th  of  November,  would  not  have  given 
orders  to  condemn  verTels  detained  in  fufpenfe  in  the 
Well  Indies  until  that  elucidation  was  received. 

tf  Since,  then,  reftitution  is  impofliblc,  and  not  a 
fhadow  of  hope  exifts  that  indemnification  will  be 
granted,  we  have  only  to  determine  whether  we  fhall 
give  up  the  property  of  which  we  have  been  plun 
dered,  or  claim  it  with  effecl  ;  claim  it,  and  enforce 
the  claim,  by  fhowing  that  we  have  the  means  of 
retaliation  within  bur  power. 

"  After  the  proceedings  of  the  British  towards  us, 
he  believed  we  ihould  have  been  warranted  in  con- 
fifcating  the  property  now  propofed  to  be  fequeftered, 
without  negotiation.     This  would  have  been  me 
ting 
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ting  to  them  as  they  meted  to  us.  If  fequeflraiion  is 
hoilility,  as  he  had  heard  it  called,  what,  healked, 
is  condemnation  ?  Befides,  they  have  imprefTed 
American  citizens  into  their  fervice.  We  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  he  concluded  hy  remarking,  from  the 
negotiation  of  our  Minifter  with  Lord  Grenvitte, 
from  private  information  on  the  table,  of  Congrefs, 
and  from  the  conduct  of  fome  of  their  officers  high  in 
command,  that  to  make  war  on  us  is  part  of  their 
fyftem. 

"  Mr,  SAMUEL  SMITH  (aid  he  always  had  wifhed 
for  peace,  as  the  firit  ddideratum.  With  this  view, 
agreeable  to  the  wife  recommendation  of  the  Preil- 
dent,  he  agreed  to  thofe  meafures  calculated  to  put 
the  country  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  This  was  the 
beft  mode  of  fecuring  peace.  With  the  fame  view 
he  propofcd  an  embargo  to  be  laid,  which  would 
have  drawn  to  our  ports  the  remainder  of  our  mari 
time  poffeffions,  and  have  left  them  no  longer  with 
in  the  grafp  of  a  nation  whofe  only  rule  of  right  is 
the  meafureof  her  power.  He  frill  wiihccl,  as  long 
as  a  fhadow  of  hope  exifts,  to  fecure  the  bleilings  of 
peace.  With  the  refolutions  now  offered,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  we  might  yet  have  peace  ;  but  with 
out  them  we  fhall  certainly  have  war.  They  will 
arreil  twenty  millions  of  dollars  in  our  hands,  as  a 
fund  to  reimburfe  the  three  or  four  millions  which 
\ve  have  been  iiript  of  by  that  piratical  nation  Great 
Britain,  according  to  the  inltrudtion  of  that  King  of 
lea-robbers,  that  Leviathan  which  airnsatfwallowing 
all  that  floats  on  the  ocean,  that  monger  whole  only 
law  is  power,  and  who  neither  refpecls  the  rights  of 
nations  nor  the  property  of  individuals.  This  cha 
racter  the  nation  he  had  mentioned  had  long  deferv- 
ed  ;  many  proofs  might  be  cited  in  fupport  of  the 
afTertion  ;  he  would  only  refer  to  their  conduct  at  St. 
IJuftatia,  when  they  robbed  their  allies  the  Dutch, 
and  their  Generals  and  Admirals  turned  vendue~niaf- 
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ters,  ^"d  conducted  the  plundering,  to  collect  re 
wards  for  their  exploits.  Is  it  from  fuch  a  nation,  he 
aiked,  that  we  are  to  hope  for  juflice  ?  They  know 
not  what  j uft ice  is.  It  is  laid,  that  they  fhowed  their 
love  of  juitice,  when  they  fo  liberally  cornpenfated 
the  Tories  after  their  war  with  us.  Though  they  de^ 
ipifo  traitors,  yet  felf-intereft  will  lead  them  to  reward 
the  treachery,  to  encourage  a  principle  which  may 
again  he  ufeful  to  them  :  felf-intereft  then,  and  not 
juitice,  actuated  them  on  that,  as  on  every  other  oc- 
calion. 

"  Let  us  pafs  the  refolutions,  then  fend  an  Envoy 
to  Great  Britain,  and  we  {hall  have  peace.  We  {hall 
then  be  able  to  fpcak  to  them  of  their  intereft.  But 
if  war  ihould  he  the  inevitable  iffue,  Americans,  he 
was  fure,  would  meet  it  like  men,  rather  than  fub- 
niit  to  intuit,  and  fuffer  the  honour  of  the  country 
to  be  proftrated.  If  we  were  able,  while  in  infancy 
as  a  nation,  to  arlert  our  rights,  will  it  be  faid,  that 
now  we  have  arrived  at  a  it  ate  of  manhood  we  fhall 
fear  them  ?  No!  Our  young  men  burn  for  an  op 
portunity  to  defend  the  liberty,  rights,  and  property 
of  their  country.  They  will  ftep.  out  as  one,  and 
meet  the  event  like  men. 

"  lie  read  a  quotation  from  VATEL,  to  fhow  that  a 
nation  has  a  right  to  pay  her  citizens  for  loffes  inflic"l- 
ed  by  another  nation  contrary,  to  right,  by  confifcat- 
ing  the  property  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  that  na- 
fion,  The  tie  of  intereft,  he  concluded  by  remark 
ing,  is  the  ftrongeft  tie  we  have  upon  Great  Britain, 
Let  us  pals  the  refolution,  and  that  nation  will  never 
again  give  us  caufcto  pafs  a  limilar  one.  The  peo 
ple  out  of  doors  will  fay  that  we  have  done  right. 
The  nations  of  Europe  will  rejoice  to  fee  this  power 
which  is  committing  depredations  on  all  nations, 
humbled.  The  refolutions,  he  obferved,  do  not  re 
gard  the  property  in  the  funds  :  to  touch  this  is  not 
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one  of  the  means  of  retaliation  warranted  by  the  law 
of  nations  :  public  contracts  ihould  be  facred. 

"  Mr.  BOUDINOT  faid  he  had  not  intended  t6 
fake  part  in  the  debate  at  this  early  fiageof  it  :  but 
what  had  fallen  from  the  member  laft  up,  convinced 
him  that  the  Houfe  Ihould  not  go  into  a  coniideration 
of  the  fubjecl  at  this  time.  It  ihould  be  roniidered 
with  coclncis,  and  all  pafiions  put  out  of  the  quef- 
tion. 

"  No  doubt  we  have  a  right  to  make  reprifals,  as 
the  Legislature  has  a  right  to  declare  war  ;  but  he 
doubted  whether  the  United  States,  in  their  prefent 
iituation,  would  find  it  their  intereft  to  go  into  fuch 
meafures.  The  authority  read  from  VAT  EL,  by  the 
member  laft  up,  he  obferved,  made  againft  that 
member's  opinion.  VAT  EL  exprefsly  fays,  that  re- 
prifals  fhould  not  be  made  on  property  intrufted  to 
public  faith.  The  debts  of  Britifh  fubjecls  here  are 
in  that  predicament.  He  had  heard  that  Gentleman 
not  long  iince  with  pleafure  expatiate  with  warmth 
on  the  advantages  of  credit  efpecially  to  this  country. 
Should  that  credit  be  deftroyed,  he  afked,  by  de- 
ftroying  the  confidence  of  foreigners  in  our  faith  ? 
But  even  if  this  retaliation  be  lawful,  will  it  be  the 
intereft'  of  the  citizens,  or  rather  of  the  Government, 
to  take  fuch  a  ftep  at  the  prefent  time  ?  We  have  no 
doubt  been  cruelly  treated  ;  but  have  we  made  pro 
per  application  for  redrefs,  and  received  an  anfwer  2 
We  ihould  firft  fend  a  fpecial  Envoy,  and  infift  on 
an  immediate  anfwer  :  this  would  be  the  mode  of  ie> 
curing  peace,  at  leatt  it  offers  the  beft  chance  of  fe- 
curing  it. 

"  The  aggrefiions  on  our  commerce  made  by 
Great  Britain  are,  no  doubt,  enough  to  roufe  any 
American's  feelings  ;  but  the  Legiflature  ought  not  to 
be  fwayed  by  paflion,  they  fhould  difcufs  the  fubjecl: 
calmly  and  deliberately.  He  hoped  the  Committee 
\vould  rife,  a;ad  allow  time,  at  leaft  to  take  the  necef- 
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fary  meafurcs  of  defence ;  for  could  the  Legiflature 
juilify  to  their  conftituents  this  flep  of  retaliation, 
ihould  immediate  hoftilities,  warlike  hoftilities,  be 
the  coniequence  ?  To  juftify  a  meafure  of  this  kind, 
time  ihould  be  given  for  the  defenfive  fyftern  adopted 
to  be  carried  into  operation. 

"  Mr.  MERCER  next  fpoke.  He  owned  the  rnea- 
fnrespropoied  appeared  to  him  great  and  momentous, 
and,  had  he  any  powers  of  declamation,  he  Ihould 
think  it  improper  to  give  loofe  to  them  on  a  queflion 
of  this  kind.  We  Ihould  weigh  well  our  intereft, 
examine  carefully  the  fituation  in  which  we  frand, 
and  determine  calmly  where  we  fhall  place  our  next 
ilep.  The  proposition  is  to  arreft,  not  confifcate,  the 
debts  due  to  Britilh  fubjecls.  From  his  recollection 
of  the  petitions  eftabliihed  by  the  beft  jurifprudential 
writers,  no  doubt  remained  in  his  mind  that  we  have 
a  clear  right  to  fecure  to  ourfelves  reparation  in  that 
way  ;  and  in  our  predicament,  confifcation  even 
xvouid  be  warranted,'  and  be  a  point  as  firmly  efta- 
blifhed  as  any  principle  which  has  the  general  prac 
tice  of  nations  for  a  bafis.  One  of  the  lateft,  Rin-r 
kerfhock,  is  of  opinion  that  debts  are  property  as  well 
as  any  ihingelfe,  and  lees  no  reafon  why  they  fhould 
not  as  well  as  other  kinds  of  property  be  ieized 
to  fecure  indemnity  for  injuries.  This  is  the  opinion 
of  Wol fins,  of  Vatel,  Grotius,  and  of  his  com 
mentator.  He  could  go  on,  he  faid,  with  a  long  lift 
of  authorities,  and  refer  to  actual  treaties  to  fhow 
that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  nations.  Having  efta- 
blifhed  the  right,  he  proceeded  to  coniider  the  ex 
pediency  of  the  proportions.  Gentlemen,  he  hoped, 
did  not  wiih  that  we  fhould  make  a  folemn  declara 
tion  of  war  before  we  adled.  This  is  no  longer  the 
cafiom  among  nations  ;  it  would  be  a  pompous  dif- 
play  of  candour  which  no  longer  exifts.  Has  any 
nation  in  the  prefent  European  war  premifed  their 
•operations  by  a  declaration  ?  No ;  their  firft  ftep 
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was  to  do  all  the  injury  in  their  power  to  their  eiie-» 
mies.  Then  we  having  taken  what  tteps  will  beft 
tend  to  our  fecurity,  and  give  us  the  befl  hold  of  our 
enemy,  let  us  not,  however,  lofe  fight  of  a  fettle- 
ment  by  negotiation  ;  let  us  fhow  mankind  that  peace 
is  our  firft  wifh. 

"  When  we  are  thus  prepared,  let  us  frep  for 
ward  to  an  amicable  negotiation  ;  let  us  call  on  the 
Executive  to  fend  forward  fome  proper  perfon  to  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain,  to  afTurethem  that  we  have 
a  high  fenfe  of  the  injury  done  us,  that  we  have 
it  in  our  power  to  refent  it,  but  wifh  to  fee  the  dif 
ference  fettled  by  receiving  an  indemnification.  We 
fhall  thus  make  it  their  intereft  as  well  as  duty  to 
allow  it. 

"  This  he  conceived  to  be  the  line  of  conduct  we 
fhould  adopt  if  we  wifhed  to  prefer ve  the  weftern  he- 
mifphere  from  the  fcourges  that  defolate  the  old 
world.  By  fome  fuch  meafure  as  that  propofed  we 
fhould  make  their  motives  for  peace  more  weighty, 
and  we  fhould  give  affurances  of  our  amicable  dif- 
pofition,  by  fhowing  that  all  we  wifh  is  ajuii  com- 
penfation. 

"  In  a  buiinefs  of  this  kind  he  was  fenfible  of  the 
danger  of  precipitation  ;  the  befl  mode  of  arreiting 
the  property  propofed,  fhould  be  calmly  weighed. 
He  believed  that  fomethinglike  the  proportion  made 
by  Mr.  Smith  (S.  C.),  before  the  Houferefolvcd  it- 
felfinto  a  Committee,  a  flop  to  all  transfers  of  Bri- 
tifh  property,  would  be  proper  as  a  preliminary 
fiep. 

<c  He  concluded  with  fome  obfervations  on  the 
refpecl:  which  nations,  however  weak,  will  command 
from  their  fuperiors  in  ftrength  by  fhowing  that  they 
will  notfuffer  impofition,  by  joining  heart  and  hand 
in  defence  of  their  rights.  This  fpirit,  he  was  lure, 
animates  Americans,  rind  now  their  power  is  better 
able  to  keep  pace  with  that  fpirit  than  when  w.e  humr 
bled  that  nation.  At  that  time  we  were  in  our  in 
fancy, 
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fancy,  an  infancy  by  no  means  thriving  under  the 
trammels  of  the  mother-country :  and  when  they 
turned  us  adrift,  and  began  their  holtile  fpoliations, 
they  carried  with  them  all  our  means  of  defence  ; 
but  now,  thank  Providence,  we  have  fpirit  and 
power  to  defend  ourfelves.  If  the  Gentleman,  from 
South  Carolina,  he  faid,  would  modify  his  propo- 
iition,  and  make  the  term  thirty  days,  it  mould  have 
his  ailent  in  preference  to  that  now  before  the  Com 
mittee. 

"  Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  that  the  propoii- 
tion  he  had  read  before  the  Houfe  went  into  Com 
mittee,  was  in  the  nature  of  an  embargo  on  debts, 
fecuring  them  from  transfer  until  the  neceflity  of  fe- 
queftering  them  more  plainly  appeared.  The  pro- 
pofition  did  not  then  appear  to  meet  the  wifhes  of 
the  Houfe.  When  the  Committee  fhould  rife,  then, 
he  faid,  he  would  again  bring  it  forward.  The 
queflion  now  before  the  Committee  is,  whether  they 
Ihould  agree  to  a  fequeftration  of  Britifh  debts.  He 
wifhed  this  object  had  not  been  coupled  with  the  in 
demnification  to  our  own  citizens,  becaufe  it  is  fairer 
to  decide  each  queflion  upon  its  own  merits.  That 
part  of  the  refolutions  which  contemplates  an  indem 
nification  may  give  a  weight  to  the  firft  part,  which 
it  might  not  intrinfically  deferve. 

4;  Hemadefome  observations  on  the  propriety  of 
cool  deliberation  on  the  prefent  important  fubjedh 
The  pallions  fhould  be  banifhed,  and  calm  reafon 
more  than  ever  courted.  It  requires  all  the  wifdom 
of  the  legiflative  body  now  to  combine  our  national 
honour  with  our  national  fafety.  He  had  doubts  on 
the  propriety  of  the  refolutions  propofed,  but  acknow 
ledged  that  the  arguments  ufed  in  their  favour  had 
great  weight  in  his  mind.  If  the  fituation  of  this 
country  be  compared  with  that  of  other  commercial 
nations,  the  propriety  of  fomething  like  the  prefent 
refolutions  would  appear  more  evident  When  other 
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commercial  nations  vvifh  to  quarrel  with  us,  their  navy 
enables  them  to  feize  our  veflels,  and  we  cannot  reta 
liate  in  the  fame  way.  Then  we  muft  fly  to  furh 
means  of  retaliation  as  are  in  our  power.  If  they 
take  our  property  of  one  defcription,  and  we  cannot 
lay  our  hands  upon  the  fame  kind,  we  muft  take 
any  of  theirs  within  our  reach.  This  reafonintr  has, 
no  doubt,  great  force  ;  but  the  facrednefs  with  which 
the  modern  ufage  of  nations  has  Ihiddcd  debts,  is  a 
great  bar  to  our  proceeding  in  the  prefent  cafr.  Con- 
tracls  between  individuals  are  now  confidered  as  out 
of  the  reach  of  Governments,  and  it  is  the  modern 
ufage  not  to  meddle  with  them.  In  the  beginning 
of  our  late  war  debts  were  not  confifcatod.  The 
State  of  South  Carolina,  though  certainly  not  want 
ing  provocation,  while  confifcating  all  other  pro 
perty,  left  debts  untouched,  under  the  idea  that  pri 
vate  contracts  are  facred. 

*c  All  this,  in  a  cafe  of  war  and  urgent  neceility, 
might  be  overlooked  :  but  if  we  are  not  in  a  fate  of 
war,  perhaps  meddling  with  private  contracts  might 
provoke  it.  Credit  is  certainly  important  to  this 
country  ;  we  fhould  conlider  how  far  the  operation  of 
the  refolutions  propofed,  would  give  a  fhock  to  it. 
Beiides,  they  might  have  a  tendency  to  involve  us  in 
future  wars.  We  fhall  yet  long  be  under  the  necef- 
iity  of  receiving  certain  fupplies  from  Europe,  and 
lhall  have  debtors  among  us,  for  thofe  fupplies. 
Thefe  debtors  may  at  any  time,  when  the  burden 
weighs  heavy,  think  of  ealing  it,  by  fomenting  dif- 
fenlions  with  the  foreign  creditor  nation,  in  expecta 
tion  that  a  confifcation  of  the  debts  may  be  an  eflfe6l. 
It  is  true,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  they  will  not  be  exone 
rated  ;  but  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  Government 
to  whom  the  debts  would  be  transferred,  could  pro- 
fecute  the  recovery  of  them,  with  as  much  ardour  as 
an  individual 
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"  The  Gentleman  laft  up  had  relied  on  the  autho 
rity  of  ancient  and  foreign  jurifprudifls.  Some  among 
this  clafs  of  writers,  warrant  putting  prifoners  to 
death  ;  a  principle  which  modern  cuftom  had  put  a 
flop  to.  They  atfo,  it  is  true,  warrant  the  oon- 
filcation  of  debts;  but  Burlamaqui  fays,  this  is  not 
the  practice  of  modern  nations.  None,  or  very  fevr 
trifling  examples  can  be  cited,  he  believed,  of  a  de  * 
parture  from  this  principle  in  modern  times,  among 
nations  where  commerce  is  cherifhed.  This  country 
depends  on  commerce,  and  credit  is  one  of  the  means 
by  which  it  flouriihes;  we  fhould,  then,  not  endea 
vour  to  weaken  it. 

'"  If  we  are  once  over  the  barrier,  bv  trifling  ex- 
tenfions  of  the  principle,  we  may  be  carried  to  im 
moderate  lengths  indeed.  Some  perfons  who  were 
in  favour  of  fequefiering  private  debts,  fpoke  with 
horror  of  touching  the  public  funds ;  for  his  part, 
he  did  not  fee  much  difference  between  confifcating 
private  or  public  debts ;  the  object  is  the  injury  of  an 
enemy,  and  to  retaliate  for  injuries.  Again,  if  we 
go  to  war  with  Great  Britain,  it  is  probable  we  ihall 
be  involved  with  her  allies  :  then  will  it  be  faid,  that 
we  (hall  confifcate  what  the  Dutch  lent  us,  at  a 
time  of  difirefs  or  fince  the  peace  ?  The  Dutch  have 
bought  largely  in  our  funds  :  the  fame  principle  will 
lead  us  to  lay  our  hands  upon  that  property.  It  will 
be  difficult  to  draw  a  line,  if  we  admit  the  prin 
ciple. 

"  Under  thefe  impreffions,  if  called  upon  to  give 
his  vote,  he  fhould  now  feel,  he  faid,  much  embar- 
raiTment.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  adoption  of 
the  prefent  refolution  would  be  a  mean  of  oblig 
ing  Great  Britain  to  do  us  juftice  ;  that  it  would 
flrike  a  terror  among  the  fubjects  of  that  country, 
and  make  them  clamorous  for  peace.  It  might,  he 
feared,  have  a  very  different  effect,  exafperate  them, 
and  unite  the  people  with  the  Government  again  ft  us. 

c  c  a  Some 
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Some  further  forbearance  on  our  part,  may  feparate 
them  :  it  will  convince  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
that  we  really  wifh  for  peace  ;  and  then  if  war  is  the 
iffue,  the  imprefliori  will  be  feverely  felt  by  that  Go 
vernment.  We  fhall  render  the  Admini  ft  ration  very 
unpopular,  and  haften  its  difmiffion,  for  one  more 
friendly  to  this  country.  He  was  of  opinion,  this 
crilis  was  fa  ft  approaching. 

"  He  concluded  by  again  adverting  to  his  propo- 
litions  for  preventing  the  transfer  of  Britiih  debts, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  coniidered  as  a  fufficient 
proviiion  in  the  prefent  exigency,  and  would  give 
time  to  deliberate  on  further  meafures,  and  to  watch 
the  courfe  of  events  in  Europe,  which  he  believed 
would  have  great  influence  upon  the  conducl  of 
Great  Britain  towards  us,  and  probably  bring  forward 
the  change  in  the  Admimftration  of  Great  Britain  1 1 ! 

This  refolution  was  carried  by  a  great  majority  in 
the  Lower  Houfe;  but  it  having  been  rejected  by  the 
Senate,  a  meafure  ftill  more  violent  was  propofed 
by  the  Reprefentatives. 

CLARKE,  of  Nevv-Jerfey,  moved  a  refolution  ia 
thefe  terms : 

<c  RESOLVED, 

"  That  until  the  Goverqment  of  Great  Britain 
"  fliall  caufe  refHtution  to  be  made  for  all  loffesand 
<f  damages  fuftained  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
"  States  from  armed  vefTels,  or  from  any  perfon  or 
"  perfons  acling  under  commiffion  or  authority  of 
ic  the  Britifh  King,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
"  and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  neutrality  ;  and 
«c  alfo  until  all  the  pofts  now  held  and  detained  by 
"  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  within  the  territories 
*c  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  furrendercd  and 
ic  given  up,  all  commercial  intercourfe  between  the 
"  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  fubjecls  of 
"  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  fo  far  as  the  fame  refpecls 
"  articles  of  the  growth  or  manufailures  of  Great 
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**'  Britain  or  Ireland,   {hall  be  prohibited :  provided 
'*  fuch  prohibition   lhall  not  extend  to  veflels  or 
<c  their  cargoes  arriving  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the 
€'  United  States  before  the         day  of 
C£  next." 

This  refokition  embraced  the  old  difpute,  as  well 
as  the  new  one,  and  would  have  amounted,  indeed, 
if  it  had  parted  into  a  law,  to  a  declaration  of  war 
Sgainft  England,  which  the  Prefident  and  Senate 
were  refolved  not  to  fanclion.  It  was,  however, 
become  abfolutcly  necefTary  for  the  Executive  to 
take  part  with  the  Reprefentatives,  or  to  put  a  flop 
to  their  violent  proceedings,  which  were  daily  gain 
ing  partifans  to  the  canfe  of  France. 

Thefirft  thing  the  Prelident  did  was  to  lay  before 
the  two  Houfes  a  Report  on  the  infults  and  injuries 
which  America  had  received  from  ail  the  belligerent 
nations. 

REPORT. 
SIR, 

In  your  meflage  to  both  Houfes  of  Congrefs,  on 
the  5th  of  December,  1793?  you  inform  them,  that 
'•  The  vexations  and  fpoliations,  underftoodto  have 
been  committed  on  our  vefTels  and  commerce,  by  the 
cruilers  and  officers  of  fome  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  appeared  to  require  attention  :"  that  "  the 
proofs  of  thefe,  however,  not  having  been  brought 
forward,  the  defcription  of  citizens,  iiippofed  to  have 
fuffer-ed,  were  notified,  that,  on  furnilhing  them  to 
the  Executive,  due  meafures  would  be  taken  to  ob 
tain  redrels  of  the  pad,  and  more  effectual  provisions 
again  ft  the  future;"  and  that,  "  fhould  fuch  docu 
ments  be  furnifhed,  proper  representations  will  be 
made  thereon,  with  a  jufl  reliance  on  a  redrels  pro 
portioned  to  the  exigency  of  the  cafe." 

On  my  tuereffion  to  the  Department  of  State,  I 
found  a  large  volume  of  complaints,  which  the  noti 
fication  had  collected,  agairift  leva-hies  on  our 
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trade,  various  m  their  kind  and  degree.  Having 
reaiun  to  preiume,  as  the  fad  has  prp--  s  ?,  that  every 
day  would  '"icrea^  tl.r  catalogue,  I,  have  waited  to 
digefl  the  maft,  until  time  ihouid  have  been  allowed 
for  exhibiting  the  diverlifled  forms  in  which  our 
commerce  has  hourly  fufTered.  Every  information  is 
at  length  obtained,  which  may  be  expect  d. 

The  fen fations  excited  by  the  embarraflinents, 
danger^  and  even  ruin,  which  threatened  our  trade, 
cannot  be  better  exprHTed,  than  in  the  words  of  the 
Committre  of  Philadelphia.  After  enumerating 
particular  inftances  of  injury,  their  reprefentation  to 
Government  proceed*  thu-< :  •'  On  thefe  cales,  which 
are  accompanied  by  the  legal  proofs,  the  Committee 
think  it  unnec<  ffary  to  enlarge,  as  the  inference  will, 
of  courfe,  occur  to  the  Secretary  ;  but  they  beg 
leave  to  be  permitted  to  Mate  other  circumftances, 
which,  though  not  in  legal  proof,  are  either  of  fuch 
public  notoriety,  as  to  render  legal  proof  unne- 
cefTary.  or  fo  vouched  to  the  Committee  as  to  leave 
them  in  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  them. 

"  It  has  become  a  practice  for  many  of  the  priva 
teers  of  the  belligerent  powers,  to  fend  into  port  all 
American  veflels  they  meet  with,  bound  from  any 
of  the  French  ports  in  the  Wed  Indies,  to  the  United 
States ;  and  it  is  pofitivcly  aflferted,  that  the  owners 
of  fome  of  them  have  given  general  infractions  to 
their  captains  to  that  effedfc  :  and  though  many  of 
thofe  veflels  have  been  afterwards  liberated,  yet  the 
lofs  by  plunder,  detention,  and  expenfe,  is  fo  great 
as  to  render  it  ruinous  to  the  American  owner.  In 
many  ca*fes,  where  the  cargoes  have  been  valuable, 
the  owners  of  the  privateers,  after  acquittal,  have 
lodged  appeals  which  they  never  intended  to  pro- 
fecute,  but  merely  with  a  view  of  getting  the  pro 
perty  into  their  hands  upon  a  valuation  made  fo  un 
fairly,  as  to  enfure  them  a  confiderable  profit,  even 
if  they  fhould  be  finally  made  liable. 

"  Fourteen 
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<c  Fourteen  days  only  are  allowed  to  an  American 
pwner  to  make  hisclaim^  which  renders  it  impoffible 
for  him,  except  he  is  on  the  fpot ;  and  every  difficulty 
which  a  combination  of  intercfted  perfons  can  de- 
vife,  is  thrown  in  the  way,  to  prevent  his  getting  fe- 
curity ;  and  in  few  inftances  can  it  be  done,  but  by 
making  over  his  velfe!  and  cargo  to  the  fecurities, 
and  thereby  fubjecYmg  himfelf  to  the  heavy  addi 
tional  charge  of  commiffion,  enfurance,  &c.  It  may 
be  added,  that  the  molt  barefaced  bribery  is  fome- 
times  praclifed  to  prevail  on  unwary  boys,  or  thofe 
who  know  little  of  the  obligations  of  an  oath,  to  in 
duce  them  to  give  teflimony  in  favour  of  the  captors. 

"  Bclide  the  cafes  here  enumerated,  the  Com 
mittee  have  information  of  a  number  of  veiTels  be 
longing  to  this  port,  being  captured  and  carried  into 
different  ports  ;  but  as  the  legal  proofs  are  not  come 
forward,  they  forbear  to  mention  them. 

"  It  is  proper,  however,  for  them  to  add,  that, 
beiides  the  lofs  of  property  occafioned  by  thpfe  un- 
juil  captures  and  detentions,  the  matters  and  crews 
of  the  vefTels  are  frequently  fubje6ted  to  intuits  and 
outrages,  that  mult  be  fhocking  to  Americans.  Of 
this,  the  cafe  of  Captain  Wallace  is  an  inftance — 
There  are  others  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Com 
mittee,  of  which  they  only  wait  the  legal  proof,  to 
lay  them  before  the  Secretary. 

CJ  To  this  lift  of  grievances,  the  Committee  are 
forry  to  find  it  their  duty  to  add,  that  by  reafon  of 
the  vexation,  lofs,  and  outrages  iuffered  by  the 
merchants  of  the  United  States,  its  commerce  al 
ready  begins  to  languifh,  and  its  products  are  likely 
to  be  left  upon  the  hands  of  thofe  who  raile  them. 
Prudent  men  doubt  the  propriety  of  hazarding  their 
property,  when  they  find  that  the  ftricteft  conformity 
with  the  laws  of  nations,  or  of  their  own  country^ 
will  not  protect  rhem  from  the  rapaeity  of  men,  who 
are  neither  retrained  by  the  prin  iples  of  honour, 
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nor  by  laws  fufficiently  coercive  to  give  fecunty  to, 
thofe  who  are  not  fubjecls  of  the  fame  government. 

<*  The  Committee  conclude  this  reprefentation, 
\vith  an  afTurance,  that  they  have,  in  no  degree,  ex 
aggerated  in  the  ftatement.  They  will  continue  to 
communicate  all  fuch  information  as  they  can  further 
receive;  of  which  nature,  before  the  doling  of  this 
Report,  they  are  forry  to  add,  is  that  of  the  irruptions 
of  the  Algerines  from  the  Mediterranean,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  truce  concluded  with  that  Regency,  it 
is  faid,  by  the  Britifh  Minifler,  on  behalf  of  Portugal 
and  Holland.  This  alarming  event,  to  which  fome 
American  fhips,  we  hear,  have  already  become  vic 
tims,  is  of  fo  diflrefling  a  nature,  as  muil  foon  de 
prive  us  of  fome  of  the  moil  lucrative  branches  of 
our  commerce,  if  not  fpcedily  checked  or  prevented. 
The  immediate  rife  it  has  produced  in  enfurance,,  and 
the  fears  it  may  inflil  into  ourfeamen  and  command 
ers,  are  of  a  nature  highly  deferving  the  ferious  con- 
iidcration  of  Government,  on  whofe  protection  and 
zeal  for  the  interefls,  commercial  and  agricultural, 
of  the  country,  the  Committee  implicitly  rely." 

In  a  fupplementary  letter,  the  Committee  of  Phi 
ladelphia  made  this  concluiion,  "  that  the  cafes 
which  they  recite,  and  others  Icfs  formally  announ 
ced,  ferve  to  fhow,  that  there  are  frequent  in  (lances 
of  fuppreffion  of  papers,  regifters,,  &c.  very  prejudi 
cial  to  our  fhipping  on  their  trials,  and  of  injuries  by 
the  dcflruclion  of  letters,  to  the  general  correfpond- 
ence  of  the  country  with  foreign  nations." 

When  we  examine  the  documents,  which  have 
been  tranfmitted  from  different  parts  of  the  Union, 
wefind  the  Britifh,  the  French,  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
Dutch,  charged  with  attacks  upon  our  commerce. 

It  is  urged  againil  the  Britifh, 

i.  That  their  privateers  plunder  the  American 
veffels,  throw  them  out  of  their  courfe,  by  forcing 
them,  upon  groundlefs  fufpicion,  into  ports  other 
than  thofe  to  which  they  were  deitined^  detain  them 

even 
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even  after  the  hope  of  a  regular  confifcation  Is  aban 
doned  by  their  negligence,  while  they  hold  the  pof- 
feiiion,  expofe  the  cargoes  to  damage,  and  the  veffeis 
to  deftrudliqn,  and  maltreat  their  crews. 

2.  That  Britifh  fhips  of  war  have   forcibly  fei zed 
mariners  belonging  to  American  veflels,  and  in  one 
inftance  under  the  protection  of  a  Portnguefe  fort. 

3.  That  by  Britifh  regulations  and  practice,  our 
corn  provilions  are  driven  from  the  ports  of  France, 
and  refiridted  to  the  ports  of  the  Brjtiih,  or  thofe  of 
their  friends. 

4.  That  our  veffels  are  not  permitted  to  go  from 
the  Britifh  ports  in  the  iflands  without  giving  fecu- 
rity  (which  is  not  attainable  but  with  difficulty  and 
expenfe)    for    the    difcharge  of  the  cargo   in   fome 
other  Britifh  or  neutral  port. 

5.  That  without  the  imputation  of  a  contraband 
trade,  as  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,   our  veflels 
are  captured  for  carrying  on  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  French  Welt  Indies ;  although  it  is   tole 
rated  by  the  laws  of  the  French  Republic,  and  that, 
for  this  extraordinary   conducl,  no  other  excufe  is 
alleged,    than    that,    by  fome   edict  of  a  King  of 
France,  this  intercourse  was  prohibited  ;   and, 

6.  That  the  conduct  of  the  admiralty  in  the  Bri 
tifh  iflands  is  impeachable,  from  an  excefs  of  rigour, 
and  a  departure  from  findr  judicial  purity  ;  and  the! 
expenfes  of  an  appeal  to  England,   too  heavy  to  be 
encountered   under  all   thefe  circumflances   of  di£- 
couragement. 

Againft  the  French  it  is  urged, 

1.  That  their  privateers  harafs  our  trade  no  lefs 
than  thofe  of  the  Britifh. 

2.  That  two  of  their  ihips  of  war  have  committed 
enormities  on  our  veifels. 

3.  That  their- courts  of  admiralty  are  guilty  of 
equal  oppreffion. 

4.  That  beiides  thefe  points  of  accufation,  which 
are  common  to  the  French  and  Britiih,  the  former 

have 
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have  infringed  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  them,  by  fubjecting  to  feizure  and  condemna 
tion  our  vefTels  trading  with  their  enemies  in  rner- 
chandite  which  that  treaty  declares  not  to  be  con 
traband,  and  under  circumftances  not  forbidden  by 
the  law  of  nations. 

5.  That  a  very  detrimental  embargo  has  been  laid 
upon   large   numbers   of  American    veflels   in  the 
French  ports  ;  and, 

6.  That  a  contract  with  the  French  Government 
for  coin  has  been  difcharged  in  depreciated  aflignats. 

Again  ft  the  Spaniards  the  outrages  of  privateers, 
are  urged  ; 

And  againfl  the  Dutch,  one  condemnation  in  the 
admiralty  is  infilled  to  be  unwarrantable. 

Under  this  complication  of  mifchief  which  perfc- 
cutes  our  commerce,  I  beg  leave.  Sir,  to  fubrnit  to 
your  confederation,  whether  rcprefentations,  as  far 
as  facts  mayjuftify,  ought  not  to  be  immediately 
prefied  upon  the  foreign  Governments,  in  thofe  of  the 
preceding  cafes  for  which  they  are  rcfponrible. 

Among  thcfe  I  clafs,  i.  The  violence  perpetrat 
ed  by  public  fhips' of  war;  2.  Prohibitions,  or  re 
gulations  inconfiflent  with  the  law  of  nations  ; 
3.  The  improper  conduct  of  courts;  4.  Infractions 
of  treaty  ;  5  The  impofition  of  embargoes  ;  and,  6. 
The  breach  of  public  contracts.  Huw  far  a  Govern 
ment  is  liable  to  redrefs  the  rapine  of  privateers,  de 
pends  upon  the  peculiarities  of  the  cafe.  It  is  in 
cumbent  upon  it,  however,  to  keep  its  courts  freely 
open,  and  to  fecure  an  impartial  hearing  to  the  in 
jured  applicants.  If  the  rules  prescribed  to  priva- 
tetrs  be  too  loofe,  and  opportunities  of  plunder  or 
ill  treatment  be  provoked  from  that  caufe,  or  from, 
the  profpect  of  impunity,  it  is  impoffiblc  to  be  too 
itrenuous  in  remonstrating  againfl  this  formidable 
evil. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  reduced  to  general  heads  the 
particular  complaints,  without  making  any  inquiry 
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into  the  facts  beyond  the  allegations  of  the  parties 
interefted. 

I  will  only  add,  that  your  mefTage  feems  to  pro- 
irrife  to  Congrefs  fome  ftatement  upon  thefe  fubjects. 

1  have  the  honour,   Sir,  to  be,   with  the  higheft 
refpect,  your  obedient  fervant, 
<The  Prefident  of  the  ED.  RANDOLPH. 

United  States. 

This  Report  furniflhed  the  friends  of  peace,  and  of 
the  Federal  Government,  weapons  wherewith  to 
ward  off  the  afTaults  of  their  enemies;  for  it  now 
appeared  that  the  fpoliaiions  of  France  were  as  great, 
at  learT,  as  thofe  of  England  ;  and  that,  therefore, 
if  thofe  fpoliations  would  jultify  violent  meafures 
towards  the  latter,  they  would  alfo  juftify  fuch  mea 
fures  towards  the  former. 

Neverthelefs,  the  French  faction,  having  all  the 
noify  part  of  the  people  on  their  fide,  proceeded  with 
the  refolutiori  of  CLARKE,  and  feemcd  refolved  to 
force  it  into  a  law  at  all  events.  General  Wafliing- 
ton,  who  was  a  much  greater  politician  than  he  was 
a  general,  feeing  that  there  was  but  one  way  left  of 
getting  out  of  the  difficulty,  had  recourfe  to  it.  It 
require  d  firmnefs  ;  but  in  that  he  was  not  deficient.  — 
He  made  all  his  preparations  for  a  plaufible  pretext 
for  his  conduct  ;  and,  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
French  fadtion  were  urging  the  adoption  of  Clarke's 
reiolution,  they,  to  their  utter  confufion,  were  in 
formed  that  the  Prefident  and  Senate  had  appointed 
MR.  JAY  M'mifter  Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy-  Extra 
ordinary  to  the  Court  of  London  ! 

This  was  a  mafter-ftroke  of  policy  ;  it  fo  com 
pletely  united  firmnefs  with  moderation,  that  it 
could  not  fail  of  a  proper  effect  amongft  the  people, 
while  it  Staled  all  the  hopes  of  the  French  faction, 
Thefe  mifcreants  did,  however,  proceed  in  urging 
the  adoption  of  the  hofiile  refolution  of  Clarke,  and 
Succeeded  in  carrying  it,  by  a  great  majority,  in  the 
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Lower  Houfe  of  Congrcfs ;  but  the  Senate,  who 
had  now  the  beft  poffible  excufe  for  refuting  their 
ianclion  of  it,  threw  it  out,  without  hesitation. 

In  favour  of  the  meafure  it  was  urged,  that  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  had  not  been  of  a  doubt 
ful  nature,  and  was  fo  injurious,  that  it  warranted 
retaliation,  and  had  no  claim  to  a  lenient  conduct 
from  America  :  that  the  idea  of  retraining  from  re 
tortion,  for  fear  of  irritating  a  nation  which  had  in 
jured  and  degraded  America  without  provocation, 
was  debafing  indeed  :  that  though  war  was  to  be 
Deprecated,  yet,  if  Great  Britain  was  at  war  with 
America,  fhe  could  not  injure  her  more  than  fhe 
bad  done  of  late.  America  had  nothing  to  expecl 
from  En«;lifh  juftice.  Their  infolence  was  grounded 
on  an  idea  of  American  pufillanimity ;  and  rejecting 
the  meafure,  would  ftrengthen  that  idea  :  hence  the 
greater  ncceiTity  for  agreeing  to  the  refolution. 

Negotiation  was  relied  upon  as  the  road  to  refiitu- 
lion.  We  have,  faid  the  French  faction,  ever  ne 
gotiated —  in  vain.  Why  fhalt  an  extraordinary 
.Minifter  be  more  fuccefsful  than  our  Minifter  no\v 
at  the  Court  of  St.  James's  ?  But  if  every  additional 
infult  lays  on  us  an  additional  obligation  to  nego 
tiate,  Grrat  Britain  has  only  to  purfue  the  line  of  in 
jury  Hie  has  adopted,  to  baffle  all  our  attempts  to 
do  ourfelves  juftiee. 

It  is  faid  we  fhould  now  negotiate  ;  and  if  we  do 
not  fucceed,  then  the  meafure  may  be  adopted  ;  but, 
"before  that  time,  Great  Britain  may  be  poilcffed  of 
our  whole  flrength,  by  continuing  to  capture  our 
merchantmen,  and  then  we  fhall  in  vain  attempt  to 
refifr. 

Thofe  againft  the  general  tendency  of  the  meafure 
ar2;ue,  that  Great  Britain  could  itill  flourifh  without 
American  commerce;  that  it  would  lead  to  war, 
becaufe  Great  Britain  will  deem  it  infolent  to  ftateyfo? 

qua  non  conditions  to  a  reftoration  of  intercourfe  with 
•«  -i 

hen 


GREAT  BRITAIN.  397 

her.  Their  opinion  of  our  weaknefs,  faid  the  friends 
of  peace,  and  their  own  haughtinefs,  will  lead  them 
to  fpurn  at  the  infult.  We  fhould  negotiate  ami- 
cahly,  and  not  irritate;  the  meafu re  will  injure  us 
moft  :  we  fhall  feverely  feel  the  want  of  Britifh  ma 
nufactures.  The  inftruclions  of  the  8th  of  January 
are  a  difavowal  of  the  conftrudUon  put  on  thole  of 
the  6th  of  November,  by  the  courts  in  the  Weft 
Indies  ;  by  this  they  fairly  open  a  door  to  negotia 
tion.  We  do  not  yet  know  what  effect  the  know 
ledge  of  the  treatment  we  have  received  in  the  Weft 
Indies  has  had  in  London.  We  are  not  to  fuppofe 
that  their  conltruclion  of  the  orders  of  the  6th  of 
November  will  be  thereby  changed  ;  but  muft  natu 
rally  expect,  tfiat,  in  the  fpirit  of  that  conftruclion, 
we  fhall  receive  compenfation  ;  at  leaft  the  road  to 
negotiation  is  open,  and  will  moft  probably  lead  us 
to  peace,  and  refutation  for  our  lolTe-s.  If  in. this 
we  do  not  iucceed,  then  energetic  meafures  will  be 
proper. 

As  to  the  old  difagreement  about  the  pofts,  it 
fhould  not  now  be  brought  forward.  They  hold,  and 
intend  to  hold  the  pofls,  becaufe  they  conceived  we 
broke  the  treaty  firft.  Under  this  impreffion,  what 
effect  can  the  menace,  propofed  to  be  held  out, 
have  ? — only  to  exafperate.  The  lofs  of  property,  by 
fuibcnlion  of  our  intercourfe  with  Great  Britain, 
will  be  much  greater  than  any  advantage  we  can 
derive,  by  a  reftoration  of  the  pofts  or  property  car 
ried  off  at  the  peace.  Even  if  Great  Britain  fhould 
be  willing  to  conciliate  and  comply  with  moft  of  our 
demands  >  yet  the  leaft  refufal  upon  the  ground  of 
this  meafure  will  be  a  bar  to  peace  ;  but,  by  fair  ne 
gotiation,  we  can  obtain  the  beft  terms. 

The  meafure  wasalfo  oppofed,  becaufe  the  friends 
of  it  conlidered  it  as  leading  to  fequeftration,  a  mea 
fure  immoral  and  unjuft.  It  is  an  encroachment 
on  the  conftitutional  power  of  the  Executive  to 

negotiate. 
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negotiate.     The  meafure  leads  to  war,  and  we  are 
not  prepared  for  it. 

When  the  Senate  rejected  the  meafure  ;  when  it 
was  found  that  MR.  JAY  was  to  be  :he  negotiator, 
and  that  there  remained  no  hopes  of  involving  the 
United  States  in  the  war,  on  the  fide  of  France,  the 
Gallic  faction  were  feized  with  a  mixture  of  mad- 
nefs  and  defpair. 

"  Now/'  faid  one  of  their  efiayifls,  "  it  has 
become  a  queftion,  whether  Congrefs  is  neceflary, 
or  of  any  utility  to  this  country  ?  To  call  a  retro- 
fpeclive  eye  at  the  prefent  feffion,  it  would  appear 
as  if  the  fix  dollars  a  day  were  more  an  object 
of  calculation  than  the  intereils  of  the  people — To 
take  a  view  of  the  executive  conduct,  it  would  feem 
as  if  he  conlidered  a  legiflative  body  a  dead  weight 
upon  the  Government,  and  was  rei \-\ved  to  obflruct 
its  operations  by  diplomatic  appointments-.  Perhaps 
it  would  correfpond  more  with  the  wifhes  of  the 
Executive  and  its  fatellites,  if  Congrefs  was  to  ad 
journ  fine  die,  and  leave  all  to  them.  Indeed,  from 
what  has  already  happened,  it  would  be  a  faving  to 
the  United  States  for  Congrefs  to  difFolve  imme 
diately  ;  for  as  long  as  the  vigour  of  the  prdent 
combination  continues,  fo  long  will  legiflative 
functions  be  unnecefTary,  unlefs  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  devoting  their  deliberations  to  the  interefts 
of  the  knights  of  the  funding  fyftem.  The  prdent 
governmental  opinion  is,  that  the  people  are  not  en 
titled  to  conlideration,  that  their  voice  ought  not  to 
influence,  and  that  their  feelings  ought  not  to  make 
any  impreffion  on  the  Legiflature!  Would  the  Senate 
have  dared  to  reject  the  bill  which  contains  the 
means  of  rendering  juftire  and  retribution  to  the 
United  States,  for  the  infults  and  aggicfiions  fuf- 
tained  from  Great  Britain,  if  the  people  were  not 
viewed  by  them,  in  the  language  of  their  brother 
Burke,  as  the  fwinifh  multitude  ? 

«  What 
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€C  What  complexion  does  this  conduct  bear  ?  Per 
haps  the  fuggeftion  would  not  be  wide  of  the  truth, 
which  faid,  that  to  fever  the  connexion  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain  would  be  the  ftroke  of 
death  to  an  ari  ftocratical  faction  ;  and  that,  to  avoid 
this,  the  bill  from  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  was 
rejected,  and  a  Chief  Juftice  was  appointed  to  nego 
tiate.  If  the  Weltern  Pods  are  not  to  be  the  price 
of  this  negotiation,  that  a  pretext  may  be  kept  up 
for  having  a  Minifter  of  War  and  a  military  efta- 
blifhment,  it  will  be  a  plead ng  difappointment  to 
many,  who  view  the  violation  of  order  and  con- 
ftitution  in  this  appointment  with  pain  and  with, 
horror." 

".The  Prefident,"  faid  another,  "not  content 
with  annihilating  the  people,  wifhes  alfo  to  annihi 
late  the  obligations  of  a  treaty — the  price  of  our  li 
berties.  Faithlcfs,  unprincipled,  and  ariftocratical 
moderating  who  would  offer  up  the  liberties  o.f  thy 
fellow-citizens  on  the  altar  of  Adminiflration,  and 
the  (acre, I  obligations  of  our  country,  though  per 
haps  not  thine,  on  ihe  altar  of  treachery  and  dif- 
honour ! 

44  How  long  is  this  to  be  borne  with  ?  How  long 
are  we  to  tubmit  to  the  exertions  of  a  fet  of  people 
among  us,  who  wifh  to  proflrate  us  at  the  feet  of 
Great  Britain,  and  barter  away  every  thing  freemen, 
hold  dear  ?  Is  there  not  one  propitious  gale  to  kindle 
the  expiring  embers  of  liberty  again  to  confume  its 
confpirators  ?  Difguifed  moderatifts,  beware  ! — free 
men  are  flow  to  anger  ;  but,  when  roufed,  moderation 
and  forbearance  may  forfake  them." 

In  order,  however,  to  difarm  the  French  faction 
of  the  means  of  annoyance,  with  which  they  were 
furnilhed  in  the  appointment  of  MR.  JAY  as  En 
voy  to  England,  he  being  a  known  enemy  of  France, 
the  President  appointed,  as  Envoy  to  France,  MR. 
MONROE,  who  was  known  to  be  a  molt  violent  and 

implacable 
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implacable  enemy  to  England.  Never  was  any 
thing  better  managed.  The  Prefident  obtained  a 
complete  triumph,  and  the  Gallic  faction  received 
a  check;  which  they  did  not  recover  for  a  long 
time. 

Nor  was  the  triumph  of  the  Prefident  confined 
to  the  defeat  of  the  war-projecl.  The  French  fac 
tion,  hoping  to  direct  all  the  refources  of  the  Fede 
ral  Government  againfl  Great  Britain,  had,  during 
the  feffion,  aided  and  allifted  in  augmenting  thole 
refources.  A  law  was  paffed  for  organizing,  and 
holding  in  readinefs  to  march,  at  the  orders  of  the 
Prefident,,  a  ielecl  body  of  the  militia  of  the  feveral 
States,  amounting  to  eighty  tlioufand  men  ;  the  regu 
lar  army  was  augmented  ;  appropriations  were  made 
for  arms,  accoutrements,  ammunition,  and  camp 
equipage ;  for  fortifying  the  harbours  and  ports ; 
for  fitting  out  gallies,  and  for  building  and  fitting 
out  frigates  and  other  fhips  of  war.  The  French 
faction,  while  they  were  eager  for  war  with  England, 
urged  the  payment  to  the  Republic,  of  the  debt 
due  to  the  French  King.  The  Prefident  and  Senate 
contented  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  they  took  care  to 
obtain  more  than  a  compenlation  from  their  enemies. 
Several  direct  taxes  were  laid.;  the  Treafury  was  re- 
plenifhed  ;  new  flock  was  funded  ;  and,  in  fhorr, 
this  feffion,  which,  at  one  time,  threatened  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  Federal  Government,  added  more  to 
its  (trength,  than  all  the  preceding  feflions  fince  its 
eftablifhrnent  *. 

*  For  the  fequel  of  the  difpute  with  Great  Britain,  fee  Popular 
Proceedings,  &c.  vol.  ii.  p.  233  ;  alfo,  Britifo  Treaty,  vol.  ii. 
p.  345  ;  alfo,  Proceedings,  &c.  vol.  ii.  p.  273  ;  alio,  A  Little 
plain  Englijb,  &C.  vol.  ii.  p.  281  ;  alfo,  Analyfis,  &C.  vol.  ii. 
p.  369. 
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